
Located about two 
miles offshore from the 
eastern end of Wilson 
Avenue and Montrose 
Harbor, the Wilson 
Avenue Crib was con-
structed in 1918 as  
part of a network of off - 
shore water intake  
facilities used to deliver 
lake water to city resi-
dents. The stone and 
brick struc ture – slated 
for dem olition – is con-
nected to the filtration 
plant via a deep tun - 
nel to a pumping station.  

This design transforms 
a forgotten but once 
critical component of 
water infrastructure  
into a stimulus for edu-
cation and research,  
as well as a recreation 
and entertainment  
destination. The pro-
posal envisions a  
landing point for ecolo-
gical research, the  
creation of an oasis with 
performance venues 
and a visual, physical 
and programmatic con-
nection between the  
land, water and people. 

The concept results in 
an elegant, free flowing 
structure that plays  
off the water surface but  
ties into the existing 
artifact. The renovated 
permanent structure  
is the central focal point,  
creating an open ob - 
servation deck and inte-
rior research support 
spaces. An amphithea-
ter anchors to and 
wraps around one side 
of the existing structure.  

Four large compass- 
like spines that follow 
cardinal orientation 
extend from the central  
structure and are pro - 
grammed with activities  
that encourage re- 
search, discovery, relax-
ation and recreation.

E 33rd

S
 In

di
an

a

N
 M

ic
hi

ga
n

E Randolph

S
 W

es
te

rn

W 16th

S
 H

al
st

ed

W Exchange

S
 L

ak
e 

S
ho

re

E Oakwood

N
 W

es
te

rn

N
 L

ak
e 

S
ho

re

W North

W Montrose

N
 Lake S

hore    D
rive   

N
 Lake Shore

W North

Lake M
ichigan

Lake M
ichigan

W North

N
 P

ul
as

ki



In the middle of the  
Mur River, sits a man-
made oasis that has 
reconnected both the 
people and the phy - 
si cal city of Graz. 

Reminiscent of a sea-
shell, Mur Island houses 
an amphitheater, a  
café and an “island ad -
ven ture” for children. 

Once citizens were rein-
troduced to their local 
waterway through this 
new destination, pop - 
ular sentiment soon cat - 
a lyzed efforts to re move 
pollutants and re - 
store the river’s ecolo - 
gical health. 

The spot has also given 
the people of Graz  
a new perspective on  
their city and the 
chance to experience 
familiar landmarks 
from a different point of 
view. 




