In an effort to provide as clear direction as possible to our 4 selected Phase II designers, we have organized our thoughts and desires into project sections correlating to the physical levels/terraces. Features that we saw among Phase I submissions that we really like are noted further below.  I hope this is easy for you to follow:
Section I: top level, current lawn area. This level will be graded to eliminate the step coming up to the kitchen door. Ground level from the front yard will be at the same grade as the walkway to the kitchen door and extending to the East yard. 
Features/changes and suggestions to designers:
· Regrading will eliminate the need for the low retaining wall between the walkway below the kitchen window and the existing patio of the East yard. 
· We are considering that the wooden gate and two side ‘wings’ of masonry wall will remain.
· Remove iron fence/gate that currently provides access and a view of the East yard from the Ft yard and street. Entry to the East yard will be via the landing in front of kitchen door. 
· Relocate access to the trash bin area to existing Ft yard walkway. 
· Locate new hexagonal pergola on this level (14ft diameter), centered on lot E-W. Pergola to have smooth round columns that slightly taper narrower at top, approx. 8-9ft in height with base and simple capitals columns (10” diameter at bottom, base is 12” square). 7ft between columns; 6x12-inch beams between columns; 4x10-inch rafters on top of beams, oriented NW – SE. Possibly include some kind of flowering vine to add shade over time. Floor of pergola can be pavers or poured concrete, either brick color to match existing Ft walkway or some shade of gray. Create a border between columns that separates the pergola flooring from the lawn/garden outside (approx. 14-16inches in width). Add lighting inside and possibly to illuminate-highlight the columns. Pergola will accommodate a round dining table (approx. 44-48” diameter) with 4 chairs.
· Create fruit tree area, extending the width of the existing tall hedge (Northern border of lot) approx. 7ft deep.  We will plant 4 additional fruit trees along this area (2 on each side of existing Nectarine tree).
· Retain grass/lawn area around Pergola to some degree that is in keeping with your design.
· Reduce depth of existing top terrace at East border of lot. New depth should be 5-6ft from existing rock wall that borders our neighbor to the East. This terrace is envisioned as a planter area for colorful bushy flora (max 3-4ft in height). SE corner of top terrace will begin new water feature that cascades down to middle level (approx. 6 ft of vertical drop overall) and approximately 15-20ft in length.  
· The brick walkway from the existing front yard and to the kitchen door and down the steps to the backyard should be a continuation of brick, we think. The landing in front of the kitchen door may have an inlaid mosaic (approx. 36-44” dia). From this landing, extend a walkway to the pergola and to join the path leading down to the new steps from upper level to middle level (through the existing upper-middle terrace. 
· Create some form of garden/flora area between brick walkway in front of kitchen window and the pergola. 
· Our freestanding BBQ will be placed on backside of the trash bin area.
 
Section II: narrow terrace just below top level. 
Features/changes and suggestions to designers:
· This level will be split into two E-W, bisected by the new steps cut into this level and down to middle level. 
· Either side of steps to be a planter area for flora. 
· Existing lemon tree at West end can be kept in place if it suits your design. 
· Existing masonry retaining wall separates this terrace from the steps leading from kitchen door landing down to back yard. 
· Existing rock retaining walls on south face of this terrace to be rebuilt straighter and with a prefabricated smooth cap on top. 
· The water feature occupies a small section at the East end of this level and continues to cascade down to middle terrace.

Section III: middle level. 
Features/changes and suggestions to designers:
· This level will be graded to eliminate the small existing terrace at the Eastern end. 
· Rock water feature ends on this level. 
· Other features at this level include the new steps from upper level, flaring in a crescent shape at the bottom, 
· A round fire pit with seating for 4, 
· A spa at the West end, set in-ground mostly, with approx. 12” above grade. Access panel on South side of spa. 
· Existing masonry wall at West end can remain, providing a shield for spa. 
· Ground covering for this level should not be grass/lawn. We are open to suggestions, possibly gray color and could also include 2 different ground materials, one being  hardscape and the other softer, such as pea gravel. (NO decomposed granite. We have learned that it is difficult to maintain a uniform appearance winter)
· Existing rock retaining walls on south face of this terrace to be rebuilt straighter and with a prefabricated smooth cap on top.

Section IV: lower level. 
Features/changes and suggestions to designers:
· This level is intended to extend West to existing back yard by removing existing masonry wall that separates E-W yards, and by regrading this terrace. 
· At East end of terrace, place 3 columns with lintel across in N-S orientation as an architectural feature (approx. 10-12ft overall height).
· There should be steps connecting middle and lower level at West end, approx. in line with the end of the spa.
· Similar steps could be placed at East end, if this suits your design.
· Existing rock retaining walls on south face of this terrace to be rebuilt straighter and with a prefabricated smooth cap on top.
· This terrace is intended to be mostly flora, possibly similar in design to the narrow upper terrace at East end yard. 
· Ground cover for this level should be soft. Not hardscape.

Per ARCbazar rules, we cannot say which features come from which designer, so I have grouped them in an ordinal manner that should be intuitive to the reader.  You will notice that certain features are repeated 3 or even 4 times and that’s because more than one designer utilized that feature.  We have not ranked these 4 sets of features. I organized them this way to make it easy for us to view our preferences against what is submitted by the 4 designers selected to participate in Phase II.  Certainly, all 4 designers may wish to read all notes and to creatively design their final submission for this project.

A. Feature details that we would like to have incorporated into final design:
1. Use of existing rock terrace walls and urns for decor [img 7/56] with added prefabricated caps on walls. 
2. Rock water feature beginning in S end of small terrace at East end of upper level, and cascading down to middle level [img 17/56]
3. Use of 3 columns + lintel above, placed in SE corner on lowest level [img 9/56]
4. Use of Mosaic medallion united the path between kitchen doorway, steps down to backyard, new pathway to pergola, and alongside house to street at North.
5. Possible gray palette for walkway to pergola and down new steps to middle level
6. Lighting to highlight key features, including columns, pergola and water feature, among others.
7. Including a Functional description of from birds-eye view [img 56/56]

B. Feature details that we would like to have incorporated into final design:
1. Use of existing rock terrace walls and use of urns for decor [img 1/28] with added prefabricated caps on rock walls.
2. Overall design of pergola columns and with vertical rafters (4x10inches) s [img 1/28] NOTE: hexagonal pergola 14ft diameter (6 columns).  Pergola will be used for dining, with a round table and seating for 4 (table dia. Approx. 46”). See new photos for placement of Pergola, centered on N-S axis on main/upper level.
3. Use of brick pavers for flooring of pergola is an interesting idea though not a must [img 1/28] 
4. Retaining some grass/lawn area on upper level [img 11/28]
5. A fire pit with seating for 4 people [img 10/28] but should be round and on middle level, between bottom of water feature (East side) and spa (West end) on this level.
6. Use of urns for decor [img 3/28]
7. Retain the small NE terrace as a planter and with the beginning of the water feature at the SE corner of this terrace. Reduce depth of this terrace to approx. 5-6ft only, making the main, top level approx. 60ft wide, from kitchen to small upper terrace wall.
8. Area for 4 add’l fruit trees curving around existing tall hedge (there is 1 nectarine currently). See new photos for more info.
9. Add flora between kitchen and pergola so there isn’t just a wide expanse of hard surface.

C. Feature details that we would like to have incorporated into final design:
1) Pergola design: simple, round columns that taper slightly from bottom to top (approx. 8ft in height + base and capitals for a total height of 9-10ft under beams). Pergola rafters are perfect at 4x10-inches. Pergola should be hexagonal and placement should be centered on top level and on N-S axis [img5/27] (also see more photos recently added) 
2) Possibly surround Pergola with hardscape matching walkway from house to pergola and to steps leading to mid-level. [img 5/27]
3) Use of urns for decor [img 2/27]
4) Use of brick pavers, similar to ft yard inside pergola might be a good idea. [img 1/27] 
5) Use of existing rock walls [img2/27]with added prefabricated white caps on top of rock walls. 
6) garden planter in NE terrace [img 8/27]
7) linear theme/lines [img 5/27]
8) Retain some grass area/lawn on upper terrace around the pergola [img 5/27]
9) Keep brick walkway around side of house and down steps to backyard. Replace brick pavers in area between pergola and house walkway (too much brick) and replace with garden area/lawn [img 1/27]
10) Fire pit feature (surrounded by sitting area) in lower terrace (same level as new spa). Fire pit should be round and above ground level.
11) Use of lighting to highlight key features and hillside [img 21/27]

D. Feature details that we would like to have incorporated into final design:
1. Use of existing stone walls with prefabricated caps on top [img 4/14]
2. Nice idea to add caps to existing ft porch steps. This was out of scope but still a good idea to connect the existing ft yard to the redesigned side yard [img 3/14]. 
Note: this would have been our 4th-place choice. We have included this designer in Phase II because we really liked the balance of this design, though it was not our style overall and missed several key requests in Phase I. We are hopeful that your next submission will be in the top 3. The style should NOT be contemporary/modern, but more of a classical Mediterranean villa’s garden, with elements from antiquity. 
