
 

 

 

To: Mayor Ted Wheeler, Commissioner Dan Ryan,                                                                              
Commissioner Carmen Rubio, Commissioner Mingus Mapps 

Date: 3/15/2021 

Dear Council Colleagues, 

You likely have seen a letter addressed to all of you from Auditor Mary Hull Caballero. I want to make 
sure you have a response from me. 

As you know, last Thursday we listened to a presentation from the Auditor’s office outlining their budget 
proposal for the upcoming fiscal year. 

Portland City Council has asked that all bureaus with more than 30 employees propose a budget with a 
5% cut, due to the loss of revenue the city has experienced because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Auditor’s proposal did not include any cut, but instead a request for additional funding. 

I became increasingly frustrated with the presentation and felt the need to speak to my frustrations for 
the public record. The public and my newer council colleagues deserved to hear a different perspective 
on this budget proposal. 

The frustrations included that instead of proposing a 5% cut, the Auditor requested funding for a new 
team of investigators that was never asked for from council nor Portlanders at large. 

My frustration is that the Auditor chose to spend time attacking the ballot measure that 82% of Portland 
voters approved to create a new system of independent community police oversight. Instead of taking 
that as a clear sign the public has little trust in the current system she oversees, their office has 
continued to speak out against the will of Portland voters. The Auditor’s office has even forbidden their 
employees from being a part of discussions for developing and transitioning to our new voter approved 
police oversight board. 

I’m frustrated that the Auditor has been behind in her current responsibilities to investigate police 
misconduct and proposed shutting down the current IPR system before the new system is ready to go.  

I’m frustrated that the Auditor’s office has been hesitant to take on administration and enforcement for 
Portland’s Open & Accountable Elections system of public financing. The Auditor’s Office also arbitrarily 
removed their consent to oversee the Hearings Office. Best practice with both these programs would be  



 

 

 

for them to have independence from City Hall, but both are now housed in OMF due to the Auditor’s 
refusal to take on this work.   

During her presentation, the Auditor misrepresented the City’s budget guidance as prioritizing the 
budget of council offices. In fact, this guidance is to prevent cuts to all city bureaus that operate with 
less than 30 staff, of which there are several. My office has 7 staffers, all of whom have had to take 
furlough days since the pandemic began. I personally took extra furlough days myself so that my staff 
would face less of a financial impact.  

The Auditor’s letter is grossly out of touch with the reality of what occurred last Thursday. Looking back 
at the tape, you will find I did not interrupt the Auditor during her presentation. I did not shout, but 
simply expressed strong opinions I hold. Unfortunately, I’m used to these kinds of harmful 
characterizations as the first Black woman ever elected to the Portland City Council, such as accusations 
that I am intimidating. That will not prevent me from using my voice to ensure public dollars are being 
spent responsibly, especially during a bleak financial forecast. 

As an elected official, I have every right to ask hard questions and express my opinion related to budget 
proposals as they come before council. I will continue to do so because that is what voters elected me to 
do. 

Sincerely, 

Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty 

 


