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These are summaries of orders voted by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission at its January 19, 2021 public meeting. The summaries are 
produced by FERC’s Office of External Affairs and are intended to provide 
only a general synopsis of the orders. These summaries are not intended as a 
substitute for the Commission’s official orders. To determine the specific 
actions and the Commission’s reasoning, please consult the individual orders 
when they are posted to FERC’s eLibrary found at www.ferc.gov. 
 
 
E-4 &E-5 – Press Release 
 
H-1 – Press Release 
 
 
FERC seeks comment on a Notice of Inquiry 
 
E-6, Accounting and Recording Treatment of Certain Renewable Energy Assets, Docket 
No. RM21-11-000.  This Notice of Inquiry solicits comment on (1) whether the 
Commission should create new accounts for non-hydro renewable generating assets in 
the Uniform System of Accounts (USofA), (2) revisions to FERC Form No. 1 to reflect 
any such new accounts, (3) whether the Commission should codify the proper accounting 
treatment of renewable energy credits, and (4) the rate implications of these potential 
accounting and reporting changes.  
 
FERC denies a filing  
 
E-7, Locke Lord LLP, Docket No. AC20-103-000.  The order denies Locke Lord’s 
request for confirmation that the cost of specific wind and solar generating equipment can 
be properly booked to Uniform System of Accounts (USofA) Accounts 343, 344, and 
345.    
 
FERC directs submission of information on hybrid resource 

E-15, Technical Conference on Hybrid Resources, Docket No. AD20-9-000.  The order 
directs each Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) and Independent System 
Operator (ISO) to submit information related to hybrid resources.  Specifically, we seek 



information in a report from each RTO/ISO regarding four hybrid resource issues: (1) 
terminology; (2) interconnection; (3) market participation; and (4) capacity valuation.  
 
FERC addresses arguments raised on rehearing 
 
E-17, Indiana Municipal Power Agency v. PJM Interconnection, L.L.C., Docket No. 
EL20-30-001.  The order modifies the discussion and sustains the result of the 
Commission’s September 17, 2020 order in this proceeding, that granted, in part, and 
denied, in part, a petition for declaratory relief and complaint filed by Indiana Municipal 
Power Agency and the City of Lawrenceburg, Indiana against PJM, American Electric 
Power Service Corp., and Lawrenceburg Power, LLC concerning the station power self-
supply monthly netting provision of the PJM Open Access Transmission Tariff.   
 
FERC addresses a compliance filing 
 
E-19, Calpine Corporation v. PJM Interconnection, L.L.C., Docket No. EL16-49-004.  
The order accepts, in part, and rejects, in part, PJM’s compliance filing in the Minimum 
Offer Price Rule Proceeding.  The order finds most of PJM’s filing is in compliance with 
the previous Compliance Order issued October 15, 2020 but rejects one provision added 
by PJM regarding the market seller offer cap that exceeds the directives of the underlying 
order.  The order also denies the Market Monitor’s request for clarification of the 
Compliance Order regarding replacement capacity and fixed resource requirement 
revenue. 
 
FERC grants a retroactive waiver request 

G-1, Northern Border Pipeline Company, Docket No. RP21-38-000.  The order grants a 
retroactive waiver of Northern Border Pipeline Company’s tariff and related Commission 
capacity release regulations to permit Northern Border to correct a rate that was 
erroneously applied in a temporary, pre-arranged capacity release that ran from 
November 2019 through March 2020.   

 
FERC grants a prospective limited waiver 
 
G-3, Driftwood Holdings LLC and Driftwood LNG LLC, Docket No. RP20-216-000.  On 
November 13, 2020, Driftwood Holdings LLC (Driftwood Holdings) and Driftwood 
LNG LLC (Driftwood LNG) (jointly, Driftwood) filed a petition requesting a prospective 
limited waiver of the Commission’s buy/sell prohibition and any relevant capacity release 
regulations and policies, as well as any other prospective waivers, to the extent necessary 
to enable Driftwood to purchase gas from potentially affiliated upstream suppliers that  
may be resold in foreign commerce to a different affiliate under a long-term contract for 
export as liquefied natural gas in foreign commerce.  The order finds that good cause has 



been shown to grant, to the extent necessary, a prospective limited waiver of the 
Commission’s buy/sell prohibition in the circumstances set forth by Driftwood.   
 
FERC addresses arguments raised on rehearing 
 
G-4, ANR Pipeline Company, Docket No., RP20-608-001.  The order finds the 
Commission did not err in the August 31, 2020 order accepting ANR’s proposed 
scheduling penalty during non-critical periods and revisions to its penalty waiver 
provisions.  The order also grants a clarification requested by ANR and explains that 
ANR’s swing percentage should be applied to those rate schedules that explicitly provide 
for a swing percentage, not to all rate schedules generally.   
 
FERC denies petition for a declaratory order 

H-3, Turlock Irrigation District and Modesto Irrigation District, Project Nos. 2299-082 
and 14581-002.  The order denies the Turlock Irrigation District and Modesto Irrigation 
District’s October 2, 2020 petition for an order declaring that the California State Water 
Resources Control Board waived its authority under section 401(a)(1) of the Clean Water 
Act to issue water quality certifications for the Don Pedro and La Grange Hydroelectric 
projects. 

FERC addresses arguments raised on rehearing  

H-8, Wisconsin Electric Power Company, Project No. 2486-088.  The order addresses 
requests for rehearing of the Commission’s November 19, 2020 Order extending the 
license term for Wisconsin Electric Power Company’s Pine Project No. 2486 so that the 
Pine Project’s expiration date would align with the expiration date of 12 other projects 
located on the Upper Menominee River Basin, allowing the cumulative impacts of these 
projects to be assessed at the same time.  The order modifies and sustains the result of the 
November 19, 2020 order, explaining that extending a license term is categorically 
excluded from review under the National Environmental Policy Act. 

FERC addresses arguments raised on rehearing 

C-7, Rio Grande LNG, LLC, Docket No. CP16-454-002. The order modifies and sustains 
the result of an August 13, 2020 Commission staff letter order accepting Rio Grande 
LNG’s request to reduce the number of liquefaction trains from six to five trains at the 
Rio Grande LNG terminal in Cameron County, Texas.   

FERC amends authorization for a liquefied natural gas project 

C-12, Golden Pass LNG Terminal LLC, Docket No. CP20-459-000.  The order amends 
Golden Pass LNG Terminal’s Natural Gas Act section 3 authorization to increase the 
total liquefied natural gas production capacity of its three liquefaction trains from 15.6 
million tonnes per annum (mtpa) to 18.1 mtpa.  The increased capacity results from 



capturing design margins and more efficient maintenance processes and will not require 
any construction or modification of the facilities. 

FERC denies petition for a declaratory order 

C-15, PennEast Pipeline Company, LLC, Docket No. CP20-518-000.  The order denies 
the petition of Robert Kaiser who requested the Commission issue an order declaring that 
PennEast be prohibited from exercising eminent domain authority until PennEast has 
received the necessary permits and authorizations to commence construction. 

FERC denies petition for a declaratory order 

C-16, Pacific Connector Gas Pipeline, LP and Jordan Cove Energy Project L.P., Docket 
Nos. CP17-494-003 and CP17-495-003.  In their petition, Jordan Cove and Pacific 
Connector request that the Commission find that the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality waived its authority to issue a Clean Water Act section 401 
certification for the Jordan Cove Energy Project.  The order finds that Jordan Cove and 
Pacific Connector never requested certification with respect to the Commission 
authorizations for the Jordan Cove Energy Project and that the Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality could not have waived its authority to issue certification for a 
request it never received. 

FERC dismisses a complaint 

C-18, Spire STL Pipeline LLC, Docket No. CP17-40-005.  The order denies a July 3, 
2019 complaint filed by Central Land Consulting, LLC (Central Land) concerning the 
construction of the Spire STL Pipeline Project.  Among other things, Central Land’s 
complaint asserts that Spire STL Pipeline LLC and the Commission failed to consider 
landowners’ prior allegations of environmental non-compliance as formal complaints 
under Rule 206 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure.  The order 
dismisses Central Land’s complaint, finding that it failed to establish standing and 
constituted an impermissible collateral attack on several delegated letter orders issued by 
the Chief of Gas Branch 4, Division of Gas — Environment and Engineering in FERC’s 
Office of Energy Projects.       

 FERC addresses arguments raised on rehearing 

C-19, Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC, Docket No. CP16-10-008.  The order addresses 
Sierra Club’s December 18, 2020 rehearing and stay request of the Commission’s 
December 17, 2020 order allowing construction to recommence for the Mountain Valley 
Pipeline Project near the Jefferson National Forest in Virginia. The order disagrees with 
Sierra Club’s claim that the Commission’s decision violated Environmental Condition 9 
of the Certificate Order and denies the requested stay.      

 


