
September 16th, 2020 

Steve Trout 
Director, Oregon Elections Division  
Public Service Building, Suite 501 
255 Capitol St. NE 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
This is an election law complaint under ORS 260.715(1), which regulates false statements 
in material required by election law.  

Under ORS 260.715(1), “A person may not knowingly make a false statement, oath or 
affidavit when a statement, oath or affidavit is required under election laws.” In the Election 
Law Summary guide published by the Secretary of State, an example of a false statement 
under ORS 260.715(1) is stating that the candidate has a college degree when the 
candidate does not.  

Sarah Iannarone is a candidate for Portland Mayor. Ms. Iannarone submitted voters’ 
pamphlet statements in both the 2020 primary and general election in which she stated 
that she has a PhD in Urban Studies and Planning from Portland State University. In 
parentheses are the three letters ‘abd’.  

On September 16th, Willamette Week published an article in which Ms. Iannarone admits to 
not having the degree she claims to have in her voters’ pamphlet statements. Willamette 
Week reports the following: 
 
Her characterization of her academic bona fides is a recurring issue. In the 2016 Voters' 
Pamphlet, Iannarone described her educational background as "PhDc"—the "c" standing for 
candidate. In May 2020, she changed that description to "Ph.D. (ABD)"—which means "all 
but dissertation." She's repeated that phrasing in the November Voters' Pamphlet.  
 
Iannarone defends the characterization. "It's actually a set of qualifications that I've 
accomplished," she says. "I am ABD and I have advanced a candidacy in a Ph.D. program. 
So that's actually accurate." 
 
ABD has no official meaning to academic institutions. There is no such thing as a Phd (ABD) 
credential.  ABD simply means Iannarone did not complete her doctoral program, and 
therefore has not earned the degree she claims to have. Including the ABD is akin to adding 
an asterisk that she hopes voters won’t notice or understand.  In fact, the inclusion of (abd) 
is proof that this was an intentionally misleading action by Ms. Iannarone.  
 
Upon review of other listings of Ms. Iannarone’s resume and credentials it becomes even 
clearer this is an attempt to intentionally misled voters specifically in the voters’ pamphlet.  
For example, Ms. Iannarone’s Linked in profile lists her educational credentials as having 
obtained a bachelors’ degree in Urban Studies from Portland State University, 2003-2005.  
 

https://www.wweek.com/news/2020/09/16/portland-voters-are-fed-up-with-ted-wheeler-but-are-they-ready-for-sarah-iannarone/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/sarahforpdx/


Finally, it is clear that this is not a standalone false claim, but is part of a history of falsely 
claiming she has earned the degree while campaigning.  In fact, in the past, she has directly 
claimed to have earned the credential.  In 2016, in an AMA discussion on the popular 
discussion site reddit, Ms. Iannarone stated, “my PhD is in planning and planning theory, 
placemaking, and sustainable development are my areas of expertise.” Again, as we know, 
Ms. Iannarone does not have a PhD, as she states in the 2020 Voters Pamphlet statements.  

Given these facts, Ms. Iannarone’s voters’ pamphlet primary and general election 
statements clearly violate ORS 260.715(1). I request that the Oregon Elections Division 
investigate this matter and issues all appropriate remedies and penalties. The accuracy of 
the Voters’ Pamphlet is critical to Oregonian’s trust in their electoral system. The honesty of 
candidates running for office, and protecting the integrity of our electoral systems has never 
been more critical to our democracy.  

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Jules Bailey 

 

 

 

   

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/Portland/comments/4ivvjb/hi_im_sarah_iannarone_candidate_for_portland/?sort=old
https://www.reddit.com/r/Portland/comments/4ivvjb/hi_im_sarah_iannarone_candidate_for_portland/?sort=old

