
 

 MAY 27 - JUNE 02, 2020 

 

PORTLAND PARKS AND RECREATION SURVEY 

220-5791-WT 

N=701 

A/B AND C/D SPLITS 
MARGIN OF SAMPLING ERROR ±4.0 % (95% CONFIDENCE LEVEL) 

 

Hello, I’m _______ from ______, a public opinion research company. We are not telemarketers trying to sell 

you anything, and we will not ask for a donation of any type. We’re conducting a public opinion survey about 

important issues in Portland. May I speak to _____________? (MUST SPEAK TO VOTER LISTED. 

VERIFY THAT THE VOTER LIVES AT THE ADDRESS LISTED; OTHERWISE, TERMINATE.) 

 

A. Before we begin, I need to know if I have reached you on a cell phone, and if so, are you in a place 

where you can talk safely without endangering yourself or others? 

 

 Yes, cell and can talk safely-------------------------------------------------- 80% 

 Yes, cell but cannot talk safely --------------------------------- TERMINATE 

 No, not on cell, ----------------------------------------------------------------- 20% 

 (DON’T READ) DK/NA/REFUSED ------------------------- TERMINATE 

 

1. Overall, would you say things in Portland are generally headed in the right direction, or do you feel 

that they are pretty seriously on the wrong track? 

 

  Right direction ------------------------------ 45% 

  Wrong track -------------------------------- 42% 

 (DON’T READ) DK/NA ---------------- 13% 
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NOW I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU ABOUT A MEASURE THAT COULD BE ON AN UPCOMING 

BALLOT IN PORTLAND. 

 

2. The measure may read as follows:  

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY – BOND) 

Bonds to fix parks, trails, recreation facilities, natural areas, safety. Shall Portland fix, improve 

park facilities by issuing $700 million in general obligation bonds; require audits, public oversight? If 

the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are 

not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11-b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution. 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY – LEVY) 

Five year levy to restore park services, recreation programs, safety. Shall Portland restore park 

services by levying $0.80 per $1,000 of assessed value for five years beginning 2021-2022? This 

measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent. 

 

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

Would you vote yes in favor of this measure, or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO ASK): “Is that definitely 

(YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF UNDECIDED ASK:) “Well, do you lean towards voting 

yes or no?” 
 SPLIT A SPLIT B  

 BOND LEVY 

 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 53% ------- 54% 

 Definitely yes ------------------------------- 21% ------- 20% 

 Probably yes -------------------------------- 27% ------- 30% 

 Undecided, lean yes ------------------------ 4% --------- 5% 

 

 TOTAL NO -------------------------------- 39% ------- 42% 

 Undecided, lean no ------------------------- 3% --------- 5% 

 Probably no --------------------------------- 15% ------- 11% 

 Definitely no -------------------------------- 20% ------- 26% 

 

 (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 8% --------- 4% 
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(ASK Q3 ONLY IF CODES 1-6 IN Q2) 

3. In a few words of your own, why would you vote YES/NO on this measure? (OPEN-END, RECORD 

VERBATIM RESPONSE BELOW) 

 

a. Yes (N=374): 

 

Important/necessary/public amenity/quality of life ----------------------------------- 62% 

Improve the upkeep of parks/natural landscapes -------------------------------------- 27% 

Helps underfunded services --------------------------------------------------------------- 14% 

Supports tax/reasonable tax --------------------------------------------------------------- 11% 

Improve the safety of parks ---------------------------------------------------------------- 5% 

Frequent Portland parks -------------------------------------------------------------------- 5% 

Generates tourism --------------------------------------------------------------------------- 5% 

General support ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 2% 

 

Confused (oppose the measure) ----------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

Other ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3% 

Unsure/Don’t know ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

NA/Refused/No opinion -------------------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

 

b. No (N=284):  

 

Taxes are too high -------------------------------------------------------------------------- 44% 

Not needed/has funds for this/would not work ---------------------------------------- 23% 

Money is mismanaged/misspent --------------------------------------------------------- 17% 

Cost of living concerns (can no longer afford homes) ------------------------------- 14% 

Do not trust the government/need transparency/accountability --------------------- 12% 

Property owners have an unfair tax burden -------------------------------------------- 12% 

Already have funds for this/would not work-------------------------------------------- 6% 

Not enough information/need information ---------------------------------------------- 6% 

General oppose ------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

 

Confused (support the measure) ---------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

Other ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 3% 

Unsure/Don’t know ------------------------------------------------------------------------- 0% 

NA/Refused/No opinion -------------------------------------------------------------------- 0% 
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4. Let me tell you more about this measure.  

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY – BOND) 

It is a $700 million general obligation bond to fix Portland’s playgrounds, trails; and improve park 

and recreation facilities, including safety and accessibility improvements. Portland Parks & Recreation 

will require audits and public oversight, and issue bonds payable from taxes on property, estimated to 

cost the average residential property owner $104 per year, or $8.70 per month.  

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY – LEVY) 

It is a $44 million-per-year, five-year temporary operating levy to prevent ongoing reductions to 

Portland Parks & Recreation services and programs; including keeping neighborhood parks clean and 

green; and providing life-saving swim lessons, fitness, arts, senior programs, environmental education, 

and a summer playground program serving free lunches to children in need. This initiative would cost 

the average residential property owner $130 per year or just under $11 per month. 

 

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

Having heard this, would you vote yes in favor of this measure, or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO 

ASK): “Is that definitely (YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF NMI/ UNDECIDED/DK/NA 

ASK:) Well, do you lean towards voting yes or no? 

 
 SPLIT A SPLIT B  

 BOND LEVY 

 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 57% ------- 63% 

 Definitely yes ------------------------------- 32% ------- 34% 

 Probably yes -------------------------------- 21% ------- 24% 

 Undecided, lean yes ------------------------ 4% --------- 5% 

 

 TOTAL NO -------------------------------- 38% ------- 34% 

 Undecided, lean no ------------------------- 2% --------- 4% 

 Probably no --------------------------------- 14% --------- 5% 

 Definitely no -------------------------------- 23% ------- 25% 

 

 (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 5% --------- 3% 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY) 

5. Suppose that the bond measure would authorize issuing _____ (READ OPTION) in bonds to improve 

Portland parks. In that case, would you vote yes in support of it or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO 

ASK): “Is that definitely (YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF UNDECIDED, ASK: Well, 

do you lean towards voting yes or no?) (DO NOT ROTATE) (ONCE THEY RESPOND CODE 1 

“DEFINITELY YES,” STOP AND CODE REMAINDER AS 1) 

 
   UND UND   

 DEF PROB LN LN PROB DEF (DK/ TOTAL TOTAL 

 YES YES YES NO NO NO NA) YES NO 

 

(DO NOT ROTATE) 

a. 700 million dollars -------------------- 28%--- 23% ----7% ---- 7% -- 11% -- 18% ---- 6% 58% 36% 

b. 500 million dollars -------------------- 33%--- 21% ----8% ---- 6% -- 12% -- 17% ---- 4% 61% 35% 

c. 300 million dollars -------------------- 39%--- 19% ----7% ---- 5% ---- 9% -- 17% ---- 4% 65% 31% 
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(ASK Q6-Q7 OF SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY) 

6. Suppose that the measure would levy ____ (READ OPTION) per $1,000 of assessed value to allow 

Portland Parks & Recreation to save programs and services. In that case, would you vote yes in support 

of it or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO ASK): “Is that definitely (YES/NO) or just probably 

(YES/NO)?” (IF UNDECIDED, ASK: Well, do you lean towards voting yes or no?) (DO NOT 

ROTATE) (ONCE THEY RESPOND CODE 1 “DEFINITELY YES,” STOP AND CODE 

REMAINDER AS 1) 
   UND UND   

 DEF PROB LN LN PROB DEF (DK/ TOTAL TOTAL 

 YES YES YES NO NO NO NA) YES NO 

 

(DO NOT ROTATE) 

a. $0.80 ------------------------------------ 28%--- 25% ----7% ---- 8% ---- 5% -- 24% ---- 4% 60% 37% 

b. $0.70 ------------------------------------ 31%--- 24% ----6% ---- 7% ---- 5% -- 24% ---- 3% 61% 36% 

c. $0.60 ------------------------------------ 38%--- 19% ----7% ---- 6% ---- 4% -- 24% ---- 3% 63% 34% 

 

(ASK Q6-Q7 OF SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY) 

7. Next, currently, individual property owners are responsible for the maintenance of street trees adjacent 

to their property, including obtaining required permits, and the cost of removal – which can range 

from $500 to $20,000 per tree. Some people have proposed that Portland Parks & Recreation should 

take over that responsibility, maintaining trees throughout all neighborhoods of the city. Funding for 

this proposal could come from this levy, in which case it would cost an additional $0.22 per $1,000 

of assessed valuation, adding a cost of about $36 per year, or just under $3 per month for a median 

income, single-family property owner. If that were the case, how would you vote on this levy? (IF 

YES/NO ASK): “Is that definitely (YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF NMI/ 

UNDECIDED/DK/NA ASK:) Well, do you lean towards voting yes or no? 

 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 47% 

 Definitely yes ------------------------------- 20% 

 Probably yes -------------------------------- 21% 

 Undecided, lean yes ------------------------ 6% 

 

 TOTAL NO -------------------------------- 45% 

 Undecided, lean no ------------------------- 5% 

 Probably no ---------------------------------- 9% 

 Definitely no -------------------------------- 31% 

 

 (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 8% 
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(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

ANOTHER MEASURE COULD BE ON THE BALLOT, POSSIBLY AT THE SAME TIME. 

 

8. It may read as follows: 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY) 

Five year levy to restore park services, recreation programs, safety. Shall Portland restore park 

services by levying $0.80 per $1,000 of assessed value for five years beginning 2021-2022? This 

measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent. 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY) 

Bonds to fix parks, trails, recreation facilities, natural areas, safety. Shall Portland fix, improve 

park facilities by issuing $700 million in general obligation bonds; require audits, public oversight? If 

the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are 

not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution. 

 

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

Would you vote yes in favor of this measure, or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO ASK): “Is that definitely 

(YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF UNDECIDED/DK/NA ASK:) “Well, do you lean 

towards voting yes or no?” 
 SPLIT A SPLIT B  

 BOND LEVY 

 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 46% ------- 44% 

 Definitely yes ------------------------------- 21% ------- 14% 

 Probably yes -------------------------------- 19% ------- 19% 

 Undecided, lean yes ------------------------ 6% ------- 10% 

 

 TOTAL NO -------------------------------- 48% ------- 43% 

 Undecided, lean no ------------------------- 3% --------- 5% 

 Probably no --------------------------------- 14% ------- 11% 

 Definitely no -------------------------------- 31% ------- 27% 

 

 (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 6% ------- 13% 

 

9. Now suppose that both of the measures I just asked you about were on the ballot at the same time. Do 

you think that you would (ROTATE) [ ] vote yes on both measures, [ ] vote yes on only one of the 

two measures, or [ ] vote no on both measures? (IF YES ON ONLY ONE ASK: Is that the bond 

measure, or the levy?) 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 58% 

 Yes, on both -------------------------------- 30% 

  Yes, on one: bond ------------------------- 18% 

  Yes, on one: levy --------------------------- 9% 

 

 No, on both --------------------------------- 32% 

 

  (DON’T READ) DK/NA ---------------- 10% 
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MY NEXT QUESTIONS ARE ABOUT PORTLAND PARKS AND RECREATION IN GENERAL. 

 

10. (T) Generally speaking, how satisfied are you with the quality of services provided by Portland Parks 

& Recreation? (READ LIST) 

 

  TOTAL SATISFIED --------------------- 83% 

  Very satisfied ------------------------------- 34% 

  Somewhat satisfied ------------------------ 48% 

 

  TOTAL NOT SATISFIED ------------- 12% 

  Not too satisfied ----------------------------- 8% 

  Not satisfied at all -------------------------- 4% 

 

  (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 5% 

 

 

11. (T*) Generally speaking, how satisfied are you with how Portland Parks & Recreation spends tax 

dollars? (READ LIST) 

  TOTAL SATISFIED --------------------- 58% 

  Very satisfied ------------------------------- 18% 

  Somewhat satisfied ------------------------ 40% 

 

  TOTAL NOT SATISFIED ------------- 18% 

  Not too satisfied ----------------------------- 9% 

  Not satisfied at all -------------------------- 9% 

 

  (DON'T READ) DK/NA ---------------- 24% 

 

12. Now I’m going to read you a list of things some people say may be problems facing Portland. For 

each, please tell me whether you think it is an extremely serious problem, a very serious problem, a 

somewhat serious problem, or not a serious problem for Portland residents. (RANDOMIZE) 

 
 EXT VERY SMWT NT A  

 SER SER SER SER  EXT/ 

 PROB PROB PROB PROB (DK/NA) VERY 

 

[ ]a. The public health impacts of the 

coronavirus outbreak --------------------------------- 34% ----- 37% ---- 20% ------ 7%------- 1% 72% 

[ ]b. The economic impacts of the coronavirus 

outbreak ------------------------------------------------- 48% ----- 41% ------ 8% ------ 2%------- 1% 89% 

[ ]c. Unemployment ----------------------------------------- 33% ----- 39% ---- 18% ------ 8%------- 1% 72% 

[ ]d. Homelessness ------------------------------------------ 61% ----- 31% ------ 6% ------ 1%------- 1% 92% 

[ ]e. The amount you pay in local taxes ----------------- 20% ----- 21% ---- 33% ----- 24%------- 2% 41% 

[ ]f. The cost of housing ----------------------------------- 33% ----- 39% ---- 25% ------ 3%------- 1% 72% 
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MY NEXT QUESTIONS RETURN TO THE FIRST MEASURE I ASKED YOU ABOUT, THE (SPLIT 

SAMPLE A: BOND) (SPLIT SAMPLE B: LEVY TO RESTORE AND IMPROVE PORTLAND PARKS 

AND RECREATION FACILITIES AND SERVICES. 

 

13. Next, I’m going to read you some projects and services that could be funded by this ballot measure. 

For each item I read, please tell me how important the project or service is to you personally: is it 

extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not important? (RANDOMIZE) 

 
 EXT VERY SMWT NOT  EXT/ 

 IMP IMP IMP IMP (DK/NA) VERY 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE C ONLY) 

[ ]a. Building new community centers or pools 

in neighborhoods that lack easy access to 

them ----------------------------------------------------- 20% ----- 32% ---- 33% ----- 14%------- 1% 52% 

[ ]b. Planting and maintaining trees ---------------------- 17% ----- 39% ---- 35% ------ 8%------- 1% 56% 

[ ]c. Repairing and preserving existing park 

buildings, facilities, and community 

centers --------------------------------------------------- 22% ----- 40% ---- 33% ------ 4%------- 1% 62% 

[ ]d. Protecting natural areas with undeveloped 

open space ---------------------------------------------- 31% ----- 39% ---- 24% ------ 6%------- 1% 69% 

[ ]e. Maintaining water quality in local rivers 

and streams --------------------------------------------- 51% ----- 37% ---- 10% ------ 2%------- 1% 87% 

[ ]f. Providing park and recreation services to 

vulnerable populations including 

immigrants and refugees, families 

experiencing poverty, seniors, people 

living with disabilities, and communities 

of color -------------------------------------------------- 33% ----- 36% ---- 20% ------ 9%------- 2% 69% 

[ ]g. Providing clean, safe restrooms -------------------- 24% ----- 46% ---- 24% ------ 5%------- 2% 70% 

[ ]h. Providing affordable parks and recreation 

programs for all Portlanders------------------------- 25% ----- 43% ---- 24% ------ 6%------- 1% 68% 

[ ]i. Protecting wildlife habitat ---------------------------- 35% ----- 40% ---- 19% ------ 5%------- 1% 75% 

[ ]j. Providing community gardens ---------------------- 15% ----- 28% ---- 38% ----- 18%------- 1% 42% 

[ ]k. Planting and maintaining trees in 

underserved areas of the city ------------------------ 20% ----- 34% ---- 33% ----- 10%------- 2% 55% 

[ ]l. Preserving good-paying local jobs in 

parks and recreation ---------------------------------- 21% ----- 40% ---- 31% ------ 6%------- 2% 61% 

[ ]m. Taking on responsibility for Portland’s 

street trees, removing the burden of street 

tree maintenance from property owners ----------- 10% ----- 21% ---- 34% ----- 31%------- 4% 31% 

[ ]n. Providing recreation scholarships for kids 

and families experiencing poverty ------------------ 29% ----- 39% ---- 21% ------ 8%------- 3% 68% 

[ ]o. Providing school-aged children with 

places for field trips and science education ------- 24% ----- 41% ---- 26% ------ 8%------- 1% 65% 

[ ]p. Adding new trails for running, walking, 

and cycling --------------------------------------------- 10% ----- 21% ---- 43% ----- 25%------- 1% 31% 

[ ]q. Saving recreation programs that keep 

Portlanders healthy, safe, and active --------------- 23% ----- 37% ---- 29% ------ 9%------- 2% 60% 
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 EXT VERY SMWT NOT  EXT/ 

 IMP IMP IMP IMP (DK/NA) VERY 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE C CONT.) 

[ ]r. Providing opportunities for seniors and 

children to avoid isolation and connect 

with their community --------------------------------- 22% ----- 39% ---- 31% ------ 7%------- 1% 62% 

[ ]s. Preventing community center closures ------------ 30% ----- 35% ---- 27% ------ 6%------- 2% 65% 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE D ONLY) 

[ ]t. Increasing access to swim lessons for kids-------- 16% ----- 34% ---- 34% ----- 14%------- 2% 50% 

[ ]u. Creating new parks in neighborhoods that 

lack them ------------------------------------------------ 21% ----- 32% ---- 32% ----- 15%------- 1% 52% 

[ ]v. Keeping Portland’s one-point-four million 

trees healthy -------------------------------------------- 25% ----- 43% ---- 25% ------ 5%------- 1% 69% 

[ ]w. Planting and maintaining trees to reduce 

the impacts of climate change ----------------------- 29% ----- 38% ---- 21% ----- 12%------- 1% 67% 

[ ]x. Providing access to art and music spaces --------- 17% ----- 33% ---- 31% ----- 18%------- 1% 50% 

[ ]y. Increasing opportunities for children from 

low-income families and communities of 

color to connect with nature ------------------------- 40% ----- 35% ---- 18% ------ 7%------- 1% 74% 

[ ]z. Improving park safety with lighting and 

cameras-------------------------------------------------- 12% ----- 37% ---- 35% ----- 14%------- 2% 49% 

[ ]aa. Adding new walking and biking trails that 

connect people from home to parks, 

work, and other destinations ------------------------ 18% ----- 28% ---- 34% ----- 18%------- 2% 46% 

[ ]bb. Preventing park closures ----------------------------- 23% ----- 41% ---- 26% ------ 7%------- 2% 65% 

[ ]cc. Providing 150 thousand life-saving swim 

lessons each year -------------------------------------- 17% ----- 31% ---- 34% ----- 15%------- 2% 48% 

[ ]dd. Eliminating public health risks from lead 

paint asbestos, and radon from park and 

recreation facilities ------------------------------------ 26% ----- 35% ---- 27% ----- 10%------- 2% 61% 

[ ]ee. Improving access to parks for people who 

are disabled --------------------------------------------- 23% ----- 36% ---- 34% ------ 6%------- 1% 59% 

[ ]ff. Upgrading earthquake safety ------------------------ 19% ----- 35% ---- 33% ----- 11%------- 2% 54% 

[ ]gg. Investing in renewable energy and green 

infrastructure ------------------------------------------- 31% ----- 30% ---- 28% ----- 10%------- 1% 61% 

[ ]hh. Offering a well-trained workforce to serve 

Portland kids, families, and seniors ---------------- 24% ----- 39% ---- 28% ------ 7%------- 1% 63% 

 

  



FM3 RESEARCH 220-5791-WT PAGE 10 

 

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

NEXT I WILL READ YOU STATEMENTS FROM SUPPORTERS AND OPPONENTS OF THE 

FIRST MEASURE YOU HEARD, THE (SPLIT SAMPLE A: BOND) (SPLIT SAMPLE B: LEVY) TO 

FUND IMPROVED SAFETY AND NEIGHBORHOOD ACCESS AND PRESERVE NATURAL 

AREAS. 

 

14. Next, here are some statements from people who support the measure we have been discussing. After 

hearing each statement, please tell me whether you find it very convincing, somewhat convincing, or 

not convincing as a reason to vote “yes” on the measure. If you do not believe the statement, please 

tell me that too. (RANDOMIZE) 

 
 VERY SMWT NOT DON’T  VERY/ 

 CONV CONV CONV BELIEVE (DK/NA) SMWT 

 

[ ]a. (HEALTH) This measure will help keep 

our community healthy. Portland kids, 

families, and seniors who visit parks for 

play and exercise have better physical, 

psychological, and mental health 

outcomes.  ---------------------------------------------- 33% ----- 36% ---- 22% ------ 6%------- 3% 69% 

[ ]b. (NUMBERS) This measure will help 

support and maintain the park and 

recreation system that Portlanders count 

on – including nearly 12 thousand acres of 

parks, 157 miles of trails, and eight 

thousand acres of natural areas and open 

space.  --------------------------------------------------- 32% ----- 42% ---- 18% ------ 5%------- 3% 74% 

[ ]c. (FUTURE GENERATIONS) This 

measure will preserve Portland’s natural 

beauty by protecting rivers, streams, 

trees, natural areas, and wildlife habitat. 

It will ensure that our children, 

grandchildren, and all future generations 

enjoy the same quality of life we do.  ------------- 36% ----- 39% ---- 17% ------ 6%------- 2% 74% 

[ ]d. (TRANSFORMATION) Nature should 

be a part of every community. As our 

community grows and changes, we need 

to protect and preserve our parks, rivers, 

wetlands, trees, and other important 

natural features in urban areas for the 

benefit of all Portlanders and wildlife.  ----------- 42% ----- 38% ---- 15% ------ 3%------- 2% 80% 
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 VERY SMWT NOT DON’T  VERY/ 

 CONV CONV CONV BELIEVE (DK/NA) SMWT 

 

[ ]e. (CLIMATE) The global climate crisis 

puts our communities and natural areas at 

risk, with extreme weather threatening 

people, water, and wildlife. Investing in 

Portland’s trees, parks and natural areas is 

part of the solution because they can 

diminish the impacts of climate change; 

help remove carbon pollution; improve air 

quality; and act as buffer zones during 

disasters, like flooding.  ------------------------------ 32% ----- 36% ---- 22% ------ 8%------- 2% 68% 

[ ]f. (EVERYONE) Now, more than ever, we 

need parks and natural areas that are 

accessible to everyone and cost nothing to 

use. People need places to exercise, play, 

and enjoy beautiful natural areas, parks, 

and trails that are affordable, close to 

home, and open to all Portlanders.  ---------------- 42% ----- 34% ---- 17% ------ 4%------- 3% 76% 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE C ONLY) 

[ ]g. (JOBS) By investing in maintaining and 

repairing our park infrastructure, which 

helps attract tourists to the city, this 

measure will preserve hundreds of good-

paying, local jobs in parks and recreation. 

That’s more important than ever in times 

of economic uncertainty.  ---------------------------- 27% ----- 39% ---- 23% ------ 7%------- 3% 66% 

[ ]h. (ACCESS) Without new investments, the 

parks system will likely lose one out of 

five park facilities, like playgrounds, 

community centers, restrooms, and more 

over the next 15 years and we will not 

have the equitable park system the 

community deserves.  -------------------------------- 43% ----- 27% ---- 18% ------ 9%------- 3% 70% 

[ ]i. (CLOSED) Today Portland Parks & 

Recreation has many closed facilities and 

they need new investments to keep parks 

and facilities open. This measure can help 

to provide them.  -------------------------------------- 27% ----- 36% ---- 25% ------ 8%------- 3% 63% 
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 VERY SMWT NOT DON’T  VERY/ 

 CONV CONV CONV BELIEVE (DK/NA) SMWT 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE D ONLY) 

[ ]j. (RECREATION) Portland’s recreation 

programs are crucial in providing free and 

low-cost and accessible opportunities for 

kids to stay safe and out of trouble. Due 

to the economic downturn, Portland is 

running millions of dollars short in 

funding for recreation programs – just at 

the moment when local families will need 

them most. This measure will help to 

prevent cuts in these vital recreation 

programs.  ---------------------------------------------- 38% ----- 40% ---- 13% ------ 8%------- 2% 78% 

[ ]k. (REC STAFF) Portland’s recreation staff 

are public servants including childcare 

providers, pre-school teachers, swim 

teachers, lifeguards, exercise instructors, 

camp counselors, art instructors, music 

teachers, and senior fitness instructor. 

This diverse staff is the heart of 

Portland’s recreation programs, and this 

measure will help keep them working for 

us.  ------------------------------------------------------- 35% ----- 36% ---- 19% ------ 7%------- 3% 71% 

[ ]l. (KIDS HELPED) This measure will help 

Portland Parks & Recreation provide 150 

thousand life-saving swim lessons every 

year; let 100 thousand kids experience 

outdoor camps; and provide thousands of 

scholarships for kids experiencing 

poverty.  ------------------------------------------------ 35% ----- 40% ---- 16% ------ 6%------- 3% 75% 

[ ]m. (TREES) Portland’s park system includes 

one-point-four million trees, which help to 

reduce air pollution, cool our city, fight 

climate change, and improve our quality 

of life. This measure will protect our 

urban forest and plant more trees in parts 

of Portland that currently lack them. -------------- 36% ----- 34% ---- 21% ------ 7%------- 2% 70% 
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(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

15. Now that you have heard more about it, let me ask you again about the first measure you heard about, 

which reads as follows: 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE A ONLY – BOND) 

Bonds to fix parks, trails, recreation facilities, natural areas, safety. Shall Portland fix, improve 

park facilities by issuing $700 million in general obligation bonds; require audits, public oversight? If 

the bonds are approved, they will be payable from taxes on property or property ownership that are 

not subject to the limits of sections 11 and 11-b, Article XI of the Oregon Constitution. 

 

(SPLIT SAMPLE B ONLY – LEVY) 

Five year levy to restore park services, recreation programs, safety. Shall Portland restore park 

services by levying $0.80 per $1,000 of assessed value for five years beginning 2021-2022? This 

measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent. 

 

(RESUME ASKING ALL RESPONDENTS) 

Would you vote yes in favor of this measure, or no to oppose it? (IF YES/NO ASK): “Is that definitely 

(YES/NO) or just probably (YES/NO)?” (IF UNDECIDED/ DK/NA ASK:) Well, do you lean 

towards voting yes or no? 

 
 SPLIT A SPLIT B  

 BOND LEVY 

 

 TOTAL YES ------------------------------- 60% ------- 61% 

 Definitely yes ------------------------------- 38% ------- 38% 

 Probably yes -------------------------------- 17% ------- 18% 

 Undecided, lean yes ------------------------ 5% --------- 5% 

 

 TOTAL NO -------------------------------- 35% ------- 37% 

 Undecided, lean no ------------------------- 2% --------- 4% 

 Probably no --------------------------------- 10% --------- 6% 

 Definitely no -------------------------------- 23% ------- 28% 

 

 (DON'T READ) DK/NA ----------------- 5% --------- 1% 

 

THE NEXT QUESTIONS ARE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES ONLY.  

 

16. (T) In the past 12 months, how many times have you or someone in your household visited a Portland 

park or natural area, like nature trails, forests, woods, wetlands, or streams? (READ LIST) 

 

  Two or more times a week --------------- 40% 

  Once a week -------------------------------- 14% 

  Two to three times per month ----------- 20% 

  A few times a year------------------------- 20% 

  Never ----------------------------------------- 6% 

  (DON’T KNOW/NA) --------------------- 2% 
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17. How do you describe your gender? 

 

  Female ------------------------------------------------------------------ 45% 

  Male --------------------------------------------------------------------- 48% 

  Transgender ------------------------------------------------------------- 0% 

  Non-binary, genderqueer or third gender -------------------------- 1% 

  A gender not listed above (PLEASE DESCRIBE) -------------- 0% 

  (DON’T READ) Prefer not to answer ----------------------------- 6% 

 

18. Do you own or rent your home? (DO NOT READ LIST) 

 

  Own --------------------------------------------------------------------- 65% 

  Rent ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 29% 

  Live with parents or someone who owns -------------------------- 2% 

  Live with parents or someone who rents --------------------------- 1% 

  Other (SPECIFY) ----------------------------------------------------- 0% 

  (DON’T KNOW/NA) ------------------------------------------------ 2% 

 

19. Do you have any children under 18 living at home? (IF NO, ASK: Do you have any children age 18 

or older?) 

  Yes, under 18 ------------------------------ 20% 

  Yes, 18 or older ----------------------------- 5% 

  Yes, both under and over 18 -------------- 1% 

  No -------------------------------------------- 72% 

  (DON’T KNOW/NA) --------------------- 2% 

 

20. When asked your racial or ethnic identity within the broad categories below, how do you identify? 

(DO NOT READ LIST; ALLOW MULTIPLE SELECTIONS) 

 

  Alaska Native ----------------------------------------------------------- 1% 

  American Indian or Native American ------------------------------ 2% 

  Asian --------------------------------------------------------------------- 4% 

  Black or African American ------------------------------------------- 2% 

  Hispanic or Latino ----------------------------------------------------- 4% 

  Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander ------------------------- 0% 

  Slavic or Eastern European ------------------------------------------ 1% 

  White -------------------------------------------------------------------- 80% 

  A race and/or ethnicity not included above (SPECIFY) -------- 0% 

  (DON’T READ) Prefer not to answer ----------------------------- 9% 
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21. Do you live with a disability? (IF YES, READ CODES 2-7. ALLOW MULTIPLE RESPONSES) 

 

  No ----------------------------------------------------- 85% 

  Hearing difficulty ------------------------------------ 4% 

  Vision difficulty -------------------------------------- 3% 

  Cognitive difficulty ---------------------------------- 1% 

  Ambulatory difficulty ------------------------------- 3% 

  Self-care difficulty ----------------------------------- 1% 

  Independent living difficulty ----------------------- 1% 

  (DON’T READ) Other (SPECIFY) ------------- 1% 

  (DON’T KNOW/NA) ------------------------------ 6% 

 

22. Which of the following best represents the annual income of your household before taxes? (READ 

LIST) 

 

  Less than $10,000 ------------------------------------------------------ 1% 

 $10,000 to $19,999 ---------------------------------------------------- 4% 

 $20,000 to $29,999 ---------------------------------------------------- 6% 

  $30,000 to $39,999 ---------------------------------------------------- 8% 

  $40,000 to $49,999 ---------------------------------------------------- 8% 

  $50,000 to $74,999 --------------------------------------------------- 15% 

  $75,000 to $99,999 --------------------------------------------------- 16% 

  $100,000 to $149,999 ------------------------------------------------ 16% 

  $150,000 or more ----------------------------------------------------- 12% 

  (DON’T READ) Don’t know/Prefer not to answer ------------ 14% 
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THANK AND TERMINATE 

 

PARTY REGISTRATION: Democrat ------------------------------------ 57% 

  Republican ------------------------------------9% 

  NAV/Other --------------------------------- 34% 

 

FLAGS  

P14 ------------------------------------------- 34% 

G14 ------------------------------------------ 64% 

P16 ------------------------------------------- 60% 

G16 ------------------------------------------ 86% 

P18 ------------------------------------------- 44% 

G18 ------------------------------------------ 91% 

BLANK --------------------------------------- 4% 

 

PORTLAND REGION 

North ---------------------------------------- 24% 

Inner East ----------------------------------- 34% 

Outer East ---------------------------------- 21% 

West ----------------------------------------- 21% 

 

AGE 

18-24 ------------------------------------------- 9% 

25-29 ------------------------------------------  7% 

30-34 ----------------------------------------  15% 

35-39 ------------------------------------------- 9% 

40-44 ------------------------------------------  9% 

45-49 ----------------------------------------  10% 

50-54 ------------------------------------------  7% 

55-59 ------------------------------------------  6% 

60-64 ------------------------------------------  8% 

65-74 ----------------------------------------- 14% 

75+ -------------------------------------------- 6% 

 

A/B SPLIT SAMPLE  

A ---------------------------------------------- 50% 

B ---------------------------------------------- 50% 

 

C/D SPLIT SAMPLE  

C ---------------------------------------------- 50% 

D ---------------------------------------------- 50% 

 

MODE OF INTERVIEW  

Phone ---------------------------------------- 50% 

Online ---------------------------------------- 50% 

 

 

 


