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June 25, 2020 

 

To the Honorable Governor Kate Brown,  

 

We are writing today to ask you to consider amending your regional ‘coupling’ of Washington, 

Clackamas and Multnomah Counties. 

 

As you know, on February 28th Washington County had Oregon’s first presumptive COVID-19 

case and we are now entering our fifth month of battling to keep our community safe and 

healthy. Since that first case we have tested over 29,000 residents, 1,142 have tested positive, 

we’ve hired 107 staff to support our community members and we’ve lost 20 of our neighbors to 

this devastating disease. 

 

As a Board, and as residents of this County, we live with COVID-19 both as policy makers and 

as individuals who worry about our family and friends and community – just like you must.  

 

Throughout this crisis, we have stated time and again that public health and science need to be 

our guide, just as you have with your public health officials within the Oregon Health Authority. 

 

It goes without saying that our residents live, work and play throughout the region. And during 

this crisis, with our regional public health officer system, we’ve appreciated that our three 

metropolitan counties have worked shoulder to shoulder to support each other.  

 

In the coming weeks, as our region enters Phase 2, Washington County or one of our 

neighboring jurisdictions may backslide on one or more of the criteria set forth by your office.  

 

We can’t state strongly enough that a blanket policy that doesn’t provide the public health 

professionals the continued opportunity to consider the facts presented at the time is a mistake. 

 

We ask that you consider the situation and circumstances of each County, based on the public 

health criteria you set forth, before you call for a regionwide shut down. Public health officials 

from the counties and state should be given the opportunity to assess the need to move as a 

region on case by case basis, based on prevalence, morbidity and mortality in our individual 



counties and within the metro region. Regional coupling should not be an automatic course of 

business. 

 

We want what is best for our community, our region and our state. We know that we have a long 

time to live with COVID-19 before a vaccine or treatment is available. So now we need the 

chance to let our community, and our economy, begin to recover. It may be years before we get 

back to life as we knew it before COVID-19, but as we start down that path, we hope to get 

reassurance from you that there will be consideration for our community situation and needs. 

 

We appreciate your time and consideration of this important matter and look forward to your 

response. 

  

Sincerely, 

 

 
Washington County Board of County 

Commissioners 


