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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Advocates Applaud CareOregon for Putting Patient Health First, 

Abandoning Providence Affiliation Deal  

Announcement comes amid deep concerns over Providence's religious restrictions on healthcare   

 

Portland, OR. –  Following mounting pressure from lawmakers and the state's leading reproductive rights 

and justice, LGBTQ+ and end-of-life care advocates, CareOregon shared that they will not continue to 

pursue an affiliation with Providence Health Plans. Advocates active on the issue included: ACLU of 

Oregon, Cascade AIDS Project and Prism Health, Compassion & Choices, Forward Together, NARAL 

Pro-Choice Oregon, Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon and SEIU Local 49.  

 

The proposed deal was originally announced on August 20, 2019, sparking criticism from advocates over 

fears that an affiliation with Providence would place religious views over patient health, creating restrictions 

or delays in care for Medicaid patients.  

 

For months, advocates pressured Providence and CareOregon to prove that under the affiliation, access 

to healthcare with no additional barriers would guaranteed, including end-of-life care and the full range of 

quality, affirming medical services for women, transgender and gender-nonconforming people.  

 

The deal faced greater scrutiny in recent weeks amid the coronavirus pandemic, with the rise in 

unemployment and anticipated spike in Oregon Health Plan enrollment that would put access to 

healthcare for an even higher number of Oregonians at risk. After failing to provide evidence that Medicaid 

patients would be protected from Providence’s religious refusals, advocates called on CareOregon to 

reject the affiliation.  

 

Earlier this month, Oregon's U.S. Senators Jeff Merkley and Ron Wyden, and Representatives Suzanne 

Bonamici and Earl Blumenauer joined advocates in expressing concern about the impact the affiliation 

would have on Oregon’s Medicaid population. If finalized, Providence would have insured nearly one in 

four Oregonians. According to advocates, the affiliation would have hurt Medicaid patients who already 

https://www.merkley.senate.gov/news/press-releases/merkley-wyden-bonamici-blumenauer-demand-careoregon-board-ensure-continuity-of-services-for-oregons-medicaid-population-2020
https://www.thelundreport.org/content/careoregon-becoming-part-providence
https://www.thelundreport.org/content/careoregon-becoming-part-providence


 

face barriers to healthcare, putting them at greater risk of delayed care or not being able to get critical 

services.  

 

The decision from CareOregon comes on the heels of news that Hoag, a nonprofit regional healthcare 

delivery network based in Orange County, California, filed a lawsuit against Providence on May 4 to 

dissolve their affiliation and separate from the large Catholic health system. In the lawsuit, Hoag states that 

the organization’s “beliefs, values and policies have been compromised due to restrictions within the larger 

Catholic system.”  

 

Advocates react to the news:  

 

"Access to health care free from discrimination is a basic human right. Our state has made great strides in 

protecting and expanding access to comprehensive and compassionate reproductive, LGBTQ+, and 

end-of-life care,” said Jann Carson, Interim Executive Director of the ACLU of Oregon. “Religious 

discrimination has no place in our health care system or public programs. We applaud CareOregon for 

continuing to uphold these core Oregon values and their commitment to ensuring patients' rights to 

access care continues." 

"The message is clear: access to gender affirming health care is an absolute necessity and is 

non-negotiable," said Nancy Haque, Executive Director of Basic Rights Oregon. "Equitable access to 

care is a key Oregon value, and CareOregon understands this." 

“This decision ensures that all Oregonians continue to have access to the full spectrum of end of life care," 

said Jennifer Parrish Taylor, NW Regional Policy Manager, Compassion & Choices. "Over two decades 

ago, Oregon was the first state in the nation to recognize the right to utilize medical aid in dying, ensuring 

terminally ill residents don't have to suffer needlessly. Thanks to CareOregon's decision, Oregon Health 

Plan members won't be denied this choice for religious reasons that may not reflect their personal values.” 

"This victory highlights the importance of involving the public in any structural or policy changes to our 

healthcare system. HIV and LGBTQ+ activists have long held the belief that there 'should be nothing about 

us, without us' when policy decisions that affect our lives are being made" said Peter Parisot, Chief of Staff 

for Cascade AIDS Project and Prism Health. "In this era of healthcare consolidation, we need to 

ensure that the voices of patients are centered and heard regardless of gender identity, sexual orientation, 

or health condition."   

https://assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6883870/Hoag-Lawsuit-Clean.pdf


 

“1 in 4 Oregonians on the Oregon Health Plan would have been impacted by this merger,” said Michele 

Ruffin, Oregon Political Director with Forward Together. “This merger would have created a two-tiered 

system where some Oregonians get the full spectrum of healthcare and others don’t. We believe that OHP 

participants deserve abortion care and gender affirming care, its why we were part of the fight to win the 

Reproductive Health Equity Act. Because of systemic racism, OHP is a critical safety net for women of 

color and trans/nonbinary people of color—its vital that future mergers protect access to comprehensive 

care for our communities.” 

 

“Providence remains the only healthcare insurer in Oregon with a religious-based exemption [for abortion 

coverage] that places the burden of cost or need to navigate a third-party system on those who are 

enrolled in their private health plans,” said Andra Stoll Carrick, Interim Executive Director of NARAL 

Pro-Choice Oregon. “We applaud CareOregon for ensuring that Oregon Health Plan members will 

continue to have access to trusted providers of essential reproductive, gender-affirming, and end-of-life 

care. We hear the stories of those who have experienced hardship due to religious-based exemptions and 

restrictions, and our message to Providence and any system that perpetuates barriers to these essential 

services: No more.”   

 

“As advocates for sexual and reproductive health care, our first responsibility is always to patients,” said 

Emily McLain, Executive Director of Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon. “More than half of 

Planned Parenthood patients rely on the Oregon Health Plan, and this merger could have exacerbated 

healthcare disparities for patients who already face too many barriers to care. No corporation or institution 

should be able to put religious views ahead of medical standards, the law, or a patient’s health and 

well-being. We are grateful to CareOregon for upholding Oregon values by walking away from this merger. 

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Oregon values our community partnerships, and the coalition that came 

together to speak out against this merger is a perfect example of the power of solidarity.” 

 

“As a coalition we are incredibly proud and grateful to the CareOregon board for holding to Oregon’s 

values of equity and justice in women’s health, gender affirming and end-of-life care. This decision protects 

thousands of Medicaid patients from Providence's religious directives which limit access to care,” said 

Felisa Hagins, Political Director for SEIU Local 49. “No Oregonian should be judged or shamed for their 

personal health care needs based on gender or sexual orientation. It’s time systems like Providence are 

held accountable for denying women, the LGBTQ+ community, and persons at the end of their lives the 

care that patients deserve.”   


