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Code Change Letter of Support  

 As elected officials, we know that democracy depends on the full inclusion and participation of 

everyone. Better representation yields better outcomes, especially for communities who have been 

historically marginalized and oppressed. Yet, we also know that for reasons, both historical and systemic, not 

all communities have equal access to government. It is time that government right this historic wrong and 

ensure that there are meaningful mechanisms for all communities to participate, feel welcomed and 

contribute.  

Democracy is not a zero-sum game. Creating additional pathways for inclusion and participation does not take 

away from those who have already had access. A rising tide lifts all boats. The proposed changes to City Code 

Chapter 3.96 - the portion of Portland city code that describes the purpose and function of the Office of 

Community & Civic Life – moves us closer towards our shared ideals about democracy. It removes barriers to 

access by focusing on what government should provide to its people and what outcomes it should strive for. It 

recognizes what we already know- our communities and constituents organize in many ways, all of which are 

legitimate. It also recognizes that civic engagement is a regional conversation and commits the Office to 

“support bureaus and engage with other government jurisdictions in their community and civic engagement 

efforts.”  

Communities of color in Portland have been marginalized, excluded, red-taped, discriminated and displaced, it 

is critical to acknowledge the harms committed in the past for us to undo our complex history and disparities. 

The code changes acknowledge this past and commits to right these wrongs. We value neighborhood 

associations and coalitions. We believe they are doing great work and the proposed code changes does not 

impact their existence or privileges. The change simply acknowledges that people organize themselves in 

many ways and the intent is not to elevate one specific type of group over another, but about bringing more 

people to a larger table. In addition, we are informed of the public engagement process that the bureau has 

overseen, which included a yearlong workgroup, surveys, requested meetings and public presentations. That 

is why we support the 3.96 draft code changes as a critical step forward for our city. We envision civic 

engagement that honors the full richness of Portland’s civic landscape, and we know these code changes get 

us closer to realizing that vision. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

https://www.portlandoregon.gov/civic/article/736140#how-was-community-engaged


*Signatures from school board members do not reflect the position of their full board, but instead of their individual expression.  
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