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---------- PLEASE FORWARD TO COUNSEL--------- 

----------PLEASE FORWARD TO INSUROR IMMEDIATELY--------- 

January 31, 2019 Via Facsimile, First Class Mail, and Electronic Mail 

City of Portland 

Attn: Risk Management 

111 SW Columbia St., Ste. 550 

Portland, OR 97201 

Re: Tort Claim Notice 

Claimant: Tracy Molina 

Location: SW Columbia St., between 1st and 2nd Ave 

Date of Loss: August 4, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Mayor Wheeler and Ms. Reeve: 

This letter serves as a Tort Claim Notice, pursuant to ORS 30.275, setting forth potential claims 

Tracy Molina intends to bring arising from an incident on August 4, 2018 in downtown Portland 

near SW 2nd Avenue & SW Columbia St.  

Ms. Molina is a Navy veteran and was present at Standing Rock in support of the water 

protectors. She regularly shows up in support of oppressed communities, including in protests 

and demonstrations.  

On August 4, 2018, a violent right-wing supremacist group, Patriot Prayer, held a demonstration 

in downtown Portland near Tom McCall Waterfront Park. On that date, among other things, 

Patriot Prayer members and supporters were seen waiving Confederate flags in downtown 

Portland, with one of the group’s leaders in a shirt that read, “PINOCHET DID NOTHING 

WRONG,” in reference to the military leader who staged a coup d’état in Chile and reigned in 

bloody terror for nearly two decades. 

Ms. Molina joined the demonstrations to protest Patriot Prayer’s presence and ideology on 

August 4 because she, like hundreds of other counter-protestors of good conscience, believed in 

taking a stand against the hateful and dangerous ideology and acts groups like Patriot Prayer 

represent and propagate.  
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On August 4, 2018, Ms. Molina was in downtown Portland around SW 1st Avenue and SW 

Columbia where she immediately faced a heavy police presence, a majority of whom were 

trained on counter-protestors, not Patriot Prayer. At some point, Portland Police Bureau (PPB) 

officers gave an order for counter-protestors to disperse.  

 

As Ms. Molina was complying with PPB orders to move along the sidewalk, PPB suddenly 

grabbed her protest sign from behind. Surprised, Ms. Molina turned around to hold on to her 

sign. PPB then knocked her to the ground with such force that she fell and rolled into the middle 

of street, where a large group of officers dog-piled on her in a tackle and subsequent arrest. 

PPB’s actions were without legal basis, and made solely to punish en masse one side of a protest. 

Video footage made public on numerous media sites clearly documents PPB’s conduct. 

 

At least some of the identified officers are PPB members. Other involved officers may include 

those from Port of Portland Police, Multnomah County Sheriff’s Office, Clackamas County 

Sheriff’s Office, and the Oregon State Police; however, the City of Portland retained supervision 

of these officers from other jurisdictions. 

 

The conduct of Portland police officers violated Ms. Molina’s First Amendment rights, as well as 

her rights under Article I, Section 8 of the Oregon Constitution.  

 

Ms. Molina intends to pursue her legal rights, including but not limited to, claims for negligence, 

assault, battery, intentional infliction of emotional distress, and other claims for damages, as well 

as claims under 42 USC Section 1983 for the violation of her First and Fourth Amendment 

rights. Her civil action may include claims for economic, non-economic and punitive damages, 

injunctive and declaratory relief.  She will also seek to recover all costs and attorney fees 

associated with any civil action under applicable law.  

 

The above-described facts and claims are set forth for purposes of providing notice pursuant to 

ORS 30.275 and are not intended to be an exhaustive recounting of all potentially relevant facts 

and witnesses. The facts and claims detailed above are intended to be construed as broadly as 

possible. 

 

Sincerely, 

       /s/ John Schlosser 

Juan C. Chavez     John E. Schlosser 

Director, Civil Rights Project    Attorney at Law 

Oregon Justice Resource Center 

Attorney at Law  

Tel: (503) 944-2270 ext. 212     

Email: jchavez@ojrc.info    Email: jesattorney@gmail.com 




