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I appreciate the legacy that Senate President Peter Courtney has built over his decades in public life as a 
person who loves Oregon and fights for the most vulnerable of her people.   
 
However, as part of BOLI’s investigation into sexual harassment and hostile work environment in the 
Oregon State Capitol, BOLI interviewed a former employee who testified that Senator Courtney 
disapproved of who she was dating and gave her an ultimatum to resign or be fired. She resigned with five 
months of severance, health insurance, and a promise not to sue.  In short, she accused President Courtney 
of a gross misuse of power.  I believe her.  For this reason, I voted no on his nomination for Senate 
President. 
 
As a civil rights attorney, I know that the presumption of innocence is the bedrock of our justice system. 
The Constitution demands a high burden of proof when the government charges someone with a crime and 
seeks to take away their freedom or property.   
 
But no one is charged with a crime today.  Rather, I had one vote for the best person to lead the Oregon 
State Senate. The person nominated stands credibly accused of abusing power by a woman who is afraid to 
come forward.  I have no ability to interview her, question witnesses, subpoena documents, or examine the 
nominee under oath.  All I have is her testimony and my values, which follow this presumption – I believe 
credible accusations by those who have little to gain, against those who have much to lose.  
 
Our nation and our Capitol face a reckoning of sexual harassment, abuses of power, and a culture of 
intimidation that allows both. It was recently exposed that, while passing legislation to protect workers, 
survivors and vulnerable people from Enterprise to Brookings, we have failed to protect the public servants 
working side by side with us.   That is unacceptable.   
 
Moreover, I believe it will be harder for us to address the urgent challenges facing Oregon families –the 
housing crisis, climate change, gun violence and our underfunded schools – with a cloud of credible 
allegations hanging over our leader. 
 
I respect my colleagues who voted differently today. I acknowledge the criticism of those who accuse me 
of denying due process or thwarting the presumption of innocence. But today is not a courtroom. If any 
analogy is appropriate, today is a boardroom.  As members of the board, we are electing a person to chair 
the board and steer our organization through a crisis largely of our own making.  One of our highly 
qualified candidates has been credibly accused of an abuse of power.  Without casting final judgment on 
that candidate, we have other highly qualified candidates who can lead us without a cloud hanging over 
them and hindering the urgent work we have to do for Oregonians.   
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