
 
 

 
 
 
December 21, 2018 
 
Dr. Peter Boghossian 
Assistant Professor of Philosophy 
CH45 
College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Portland State University 
Portland, OR 97207 
 
Dear Dr. Boghossian, 
 
As you are aware Portland State University’s (PSU) Institutional Review Board (IRB) met last 
Friday, December 14th to consider allegations that you conducted research or claimed to have 
conducted research which involved human subjects without having submitted a human subject 
protocol for review as is required in the Code of Federal Regulations for any institution receiving 
federal funding, and by PSU’s Policy on Human Subjects Research Review.  
 
The PSU IRB (Human Subjects Research Review Committee) met at a fully convened meeting 
to discuss whether the Academic Grievance Studies performed by you and your external 
colleagues met the definition of “human subjects research” in accordance with federal HHS 
regulations (45 CFR Part 46.102). Since this project was not submitted to the IRB for review 
prior to implementation and publication, the IRB specifically reviewed the publicly available 
article published online on October 2, 2018 in Areo Magazine.  The resulting report of their 
review is attached to this letter. This report is a public document if requested.  
 
Based on the publicly available information about the project, the IRB determined it met the               
federal definition of “research” (45 CFR 46.102) as the project was a systematic investigation              
designed to develop or contribute to generalizable knowledge. The IRB also determined the             
project met the federal definition of “human subject” (45 CFR 46.102). Additionally, the IRB              
determined that the overall project constituted human subjects research performed by a faculty 
member at PSU.  
 
As Vice President for Research, I have an obligation to protect this institution and ensure our 
compliance with all appropriate rules and regulations. Your efforts to conduct human subjects 
research at PSU without a submitted nor approved protocol is a clear violation of the policies of 
your employer,  Portland State University. I have copied your supervisors Drs. Sager and 
Carlson, for their information.  
 
Your actions clearly illustrate a lack of understanding of the rules and regulations involved in 
human subjects research. Portland State University assures all sponsors including state and 
federal governments that we will ensure compliance in human subjects research. Therefore,  I 
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hereby direct that you cease any current or planned human subjects research that has no 
submitted IRB protocol.  I further direct that no sponsored research proposal or program will be 
approved by Portland State University where you are a principal investigator, collaborator or 
contributor in any substantial manner until and unless you show satisfactory evidence of 
completing, understanding and agree to the principles of a human subjects research training to 
be identified and proctored by the Assistant Vice President for Research Administration, Dawn 
Boatman. Please contact her office for details regarding the training.  
 
Since your behavior raises ethical issues of concern (the study of human research subjects 
without an IRB approved protocol), I will redirect this matter to the President and Provost for 
their review.  
 
Please be aware that this letter serves as notice and identifies a required training before you are 
allowed to contribute to any sponsored research, and that upon review, further actions may be 
considered in this matter.  
 
If you have any questions, about my decisions and/or the steps ahead, please feel free to 
contact me.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark R. McLellan 
Vice President for Research & Graduate Studies 
 

cc:  
 
Cindy Stark, University Counsel 
Alexander Sager, Chair, Department of Philosophy 
Matt Carlson, Interim Dean, College of Liberal Arts & Sciences 
Susan Jeffords, Provost 
Rahmat Shoureshi, President 
Jason Podrabsky, Committee of Inquiry Chair 
Dawn Boatman, Asst. Vice President for Research Administration 
Jack Barbera, IRB Chair 
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