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September 17, 2018 Via Facsimile, First Class Mail, and Electronic Mail 

City of Portland 
Attn: Risk Management 
111 SW Columbia St., Ste. 550 
Portland, OR 9720 I 

Re: Tort Claim Notice 

Claimant: Aaron Anthony Cantu 
Location: SW Columbia St., between 1st and 2nd Ave 
Date of Loss: August 4, 2018 

To Whom It May Concern: 

My office represents Aaron Anthony Cantu. Mr. Cantu has several potential federal and state law 
claims against the City of Portland, the State of Oregon, Port of Portland Police and Multnomah 
County (all cross-copied, and whom may have participated in the policing action on the 
applicable date, and whom could be jointly liable) and yours and their employees, or any other 
state actors present and under your authority. His claims are based on the tortious actions 
resulting in a grievous head wound on August 4, 2018. 

Pursuant to ORS 30.275 please consider this formal notice of Mr. Cantu's intent to file a civil 
claim for monetary damages and injunctive relief against the City of Portland, including but not 
limited to its employees for these tortious actions. 

On August 4, 2018, Mr. Cantu attended the counter-protest of the violent right-wing supremacist 
group Patriot Prayer. Mr. Cantu, like a thousand other Portlanders, felt that such hate speech had 
no place in the City in which he lives and works, and that he needed to stand in solidarity with 
the communities Patriot Prayer intended to terrorize. 

Mr. Cantu peacefully assembled on SW Natio Parkway on or around August 4, 2018. 
Immediately, he found a heavy police presence trained primarily on the counter-protesters. 
Despite several orders to move into a designated park by the Portland Police, Patriot Prayer 
refused to follow police orders. Instead, Patriot Prayer marched southward in the Tom McCall 
Waterfront Park along SW Natio. 
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Mr. Cantu moved with a portion of the crowd toward Patriot Prayer's next location in Tom 
McCall Park. Some counter-protesters gathered across from Patriot Prayer, on SW Natio and SW 
Columbia St. Mr. Cantu had seen no projectiles nor witnessed any violence from the people on 
the counter-protester side, and had no reason to believe that he was in danger at this location. Mr. 
Cantu heard no warning or order to disperse from the Portland Police while at SW Columbia St. 
and SW Nation Pkwy. Mr. Cantu managed to move halfway down the block between Natio and 
SW 1st Ave. on SW Columbia St. when he heard the first loud explosion. He immediately 
started running away. To the best of his recollection, Mr. Cantu heard three or more explosions 
before being struck in the head with a projectile fired at him by the police. 

As most of the clear video evidence exposes, Portland Police Bureau initiated their attack on the 
counter-protesters following no provocation. Videos also show that the Portland Police fired 
these explosives, identified in one report as Aerial Warning/Signaling Munitions (AW/SM), or 
known colloquially as "flash bangs," at an angle directed at the crowd in contravention to the 
standard use of such weapon. 

Head bleeding, eyes blurry, unable to yell or speak, Mr. Cantu had to run through the intersection 
of SW Columbia St. and SW 1st Ave., an intersection still open to vehicular traffic, to get away 
from the police launching these weapons. He sat down at a near-by bus stop. The Portland Police 
assailed the counter-protesters and Mr. Cantu down SW Columbia St., continuing to fire on the 
fleeing protesters blocks away. Mr. Cantu sat at the bus stop, and was attended to by a local 
street medic. However, Mr. Cantu could not rest for long, as the police continued to fire 
projectiles in his direction. The medics had to move him out of this dangerous situation created 
by the Portland Police. Mr. Cantu thought he was going to die. 

Eventually, the medic got Mr. Cantu to a hospital. Mr. Cantu had suffered a traumatic brain 
injury, likely one that would have been fatal had not he been wearing a bike helmet. The injury 
caused hemorrhaging, and he had a tube inserted in his skull to help drain the bleeding. 

The Portland community has been subject to this treatment-nearly exclusively on left-wing 
protesters-by the Portland Police at protests before. However, on August 4, 2018, the Police's 
willingness to use so much lethal force on fleeing protesters represents a new low that needs to 
be addressed. 

Because of these tortious acts, Mr. Cantu intends to file a civil action against the City of 
Portland. His claims include but are not limited to negligence, battery, intentional infliction of 
emotional distress, retaliation against First Amendment protected speech, unlawful viewpoint 
discrimination of First Amendment protected speech, unlawful seizure in violation of the Fourth 
Amendment, unlawful violation of the equal protection clause in violation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, and unlawful violation of the due process clause in violation of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. 
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My office is continuing to investigate this issue, and Mr. Cantu retains the right to additional 
claims as they come to light. The above facts and claims are to be construed as broadly as 
possible. 

At your earliest convenience please forward notice of receipt of this notice. Thank you for your 
anticipated cooperation in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Tel: (503) 944-2270 ext. 212 
Email: jchavez@ojrc.info 

PO Box 5248 
Portland, OR 97208 

~I~ 
Crystal S. Maloney 
Attorney at Law 

Tel: (503) 664-3645 
Email: crystal.s.maloney@gmail.com 

333 SW Taylor St Ste 300 
Portland, OR 97204 
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