
Apocalypse Now 
THE WEIRD WORLDS IN ADAM 
PARFREY'S NEW BOOK MAY 
SEEM FREAKISH, BUT THEY'RE 
NOT THAT FAR FROM THE 
MAINSTREAM 
By Wayne Pernu 

The geeks, 
freaks, psy-
chopaths and 
social misfits 
Hunter S. 

Thompson mentions in 
passing have made it to 
center stage for micro-
scopic analysis. Portland 
writer and publisher Adam 
Parfrey's latest book, Cult 
Rapture (Feral House, 371 
pages, $14.95, ISBN 
0.922915.22.9), chronicles 
American culture's dark 
underside. 

Parfrey, Feral House's 
founder and operator, 
wrote the bulk of these 
pieces over the last five 
years for a variety of pub-
lications, including the 
San Diego Reader, the 
Village Voice and Pent-
house. Collectively they 
provide a look at cultural 
substrata that most of us 
would rather avoid. But, 
like viewers of trash TV 
or rubbemeckers at an au-
to wreck, we can't seem to 
pry ourselves from the grisly picture, no matter how 
sullied it makes us feel. 

And Cult Rapture can make you feel sullied, 
whether from an afternoon spent with the I CAN 
cult of sexual liberation for the disabled, or on a col-
lect call with Jonathan Haynes, a Nazi wannabe 
whose Aryan fixation coupled with sexual difficul-
ties culminated in the murders of two people, in-
cluding a gay hairdresser whom Haynes gunned 
down for dying black hair blond. 

Fortunately, it isn't our human tendency to gawk 
at the deformed that makes Cult Rapture such an 
engaging book. Parfrey is an 
informed, intelligent writer 
whose efforts to remain ob-
jective in the most surreal 
circumstances provide us 
with a much more bizarre, 
penetrating picture than if 
he'd simply gone out to de-
molish a bunch of wackos. 

Yet Par f rey ' s at tempts 
at objectivity aren't always 
successful. Condescension 
frequently creeps into his 
tone. When, for instance, I 
CAN sex cult leader Violet 
Brandenburger, a victim of 
rheumatoid arthritis with virtually no use of her 
arms and legs, is handed a cigarette, Parfrey 
writes, "Another cigarette is stuffed into Violet's 
paw." On the other hand, he goes out of his way to 
justify the actions of some of his most unhinged 
subjects. 

In an article on Unarius, a Southern California 
sect led by an octogenarian named Ruth Norman— 
who seems to have based the group's spiritual hier-
archy on the willingness of several young gay males 
to be at her beck and call—Parfrey is nothing if not 
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conciliatory: "Unarius is a benign though eccentric 
organization that provides context and meaning to 
those who would otherwise feel rudderless and 
adrift." And in a preface to a scathing piece about 
the wayward president of the 15-member Ginger 
Alden Fan Club (Alden was Elvis Presley's last girl-
friend), Parfrey equivocates, "While the rest of us 
feel superior for trading in the pubescent stasis of 
fandom for an adult reality of compromise and dis-
appointment, some people understand they need re-
ality like a kick in the teeth." Describing the eccen-
tricities of these social pariahs, Parfrey is sometimes 

undermined by a 
sense of self-recog-
nition that lies dor-
mant in most of us. 

Parfrey also 
documents the pa-
thetic Walter 
Keane, alleged cre-
ator of those big-
eyed waif paintings 
that filled parlors 
and pantries all 
over America for 
years. At a famous 
trial in San Diego, 
it was revealed that 
Keane 's ex-wife 
Margaret was the 
real creator of 
these paintings— 
apparently Keane 
went through his 
whole life unable 
to draw so much as 
a stick man. His 
ability to fool 
much of the art 
world and half of 
Hollywood is per-
haps less interest-
ing than the way, 
in the end, he com-

pletely fooled himself. Parfrey even discovered 
that a hilariously exaggerated preface to one of 
Keane's vanity books from the '60s actually was 
written by a pre-Bonf ire of the Vanities Tom 
Wolfe. 

But a more timely subject is at the heart of Cult 
Rapture. Parfrey sees the Branch-Davidian raid, 
the Oklahoma City bombing and the mushrooming 
of militia groups across the country as, in part, a 
response to the breakdown of the middle class. 

Parfrey was ahead of the media pack in pay-
ing attention to the militia phenomenon. He spent 

the summer of 1994 fol lowing the ex-
ploits of Linda Thompson, self-pro-
claimed "Acting Adjutant General of the 
Unorganized Militia of the U.S.A.," who 
threatened to march into Washington, 
D.C., with a cadre of militiamen to hang 
any politicians and members of the me-
dia she believed were guilty of "anti-
consti tutional horrors ." In his closing 
chapter, Parfrey discusses the Oklahoma 
City bombing, in a sense joining his own 
rogues' gallery of fringe figures by sug-
gesting a number of far-fetched scenar-
ios that might account for the disturbing 
discrepancies in the government 's reso-
lution of the bombing. 

Cult Rapture shows how self-interest and 
greed have eroded people ' s faith in governing 
bodies, be they religious, artistic or political. The 
resulting disenfranchisement provides a breeding 
ground for the lives Parfrey documents . Their 
ways may be mystifying, and the Utopias they 
construct abhorrent, but how much more abhor-
rent than the ones being planned in Salem or 
Washington. D.C.? In addition to being both en-
tertaining and appalling. Cult Rapture leaves us 
to ponder this very troubling question. CZ3 
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READINGS 
Daniel Kemmis 
Sure, everyone may be moving to Montana, 
but why? Kemmis will present The Good City 
and the Good Lite, in which he uses his expe-
nence as mayor of Missoula to examine such 
modern issues as economic growth, education 
and culture, and compares his town to other 
cities. 
PURPLE ROOM, POWELL'S CITY OF 
BOOKS, 1005 W BURNSIDE ST. 7 :30 PM 
THURSDAY, JAN 18. FREE. 2 2 8 - 0 5 4 0 . 

Bruce Steadman 
Steadman will read from Humpback Island, his 
novel about a group of Alaskans who develop 
a new kind of civilization on an island formed 
by a strange earthquake. 
BARNES & NOBLE, I 2 3 1 NE BROADWAY. 7 
PM FRIDAY, JAN. 19. FREE. 335 -0201 . 

Gregg Sarris 
Urban Indians struggle to maintain 

I a cultural identity amid poverty and 
I despair. Sarris' debut novel, Grand 

Avenue, chronicles the lives of Porno Indians 
in Santa Rosa, Calif. He will read from his 
compelling book, now available in paperback. 
PURPLE ROOM, POWELL'S CITY OF 
BOOKS, 1005 W BURNSIDE ST. 7 :30 PM 
FRIDAY, JAN. 19 FREE. 2 2 8 - 0 5 4 0 . 

Stephen Babcock 
Babcock will read his poetry as part of Cafe 
Lena's occasional showcase of local and inter-
national talent 
CAFE LENA, 2 2 3 9 SE HAWTHORNE BLVD. 
9 : 3 0 PM SATURDAY, JAN 20. FREE. 238-
7087 . 

Lawrence Shainberg 
Shainberg first embraced Zen Buddhism when 
he was a teen-ager looking for help with his 
basketball game. He will read from his book, 
Ambivalent Zen: A Memoir, which describes 
his convoluted journey toward enlightenment. 
LOOKING GLASS BOOKSTORE, 318 SW 
TAYLOR ST. 7 PM MONDAY, JAN. 22. 
FREE. 2 2 7 - 4 7 6 0 
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Adam Parfey 
See preview 
PURPLE ROOM, POWELL'S C I T Y OF 
BOOKS, 1005 W BURNSIDE ST. 7 30 PM 
TUESDAY, JAN 23. FREE 2 2 8 - 0 5 4 0 

Jean Houston 
Leam the mythic elements of individual and 
global consciousness with Houston (The Pos-
sible Human, The Search lor the Beloved) 
who will celebrate the publication of her new 
book, A Mythic Life Learning to Live Our 
Greater Story 
LOOKING GLASS BOOKSTORE, 318 SW 
TAYLOR ST. 7 PM WEDNESDAY, JAN 24 
FREE. 2 2 7 - 4 7 6 0 

Evelyne Blau 
Celebrate the centennial of Indian literary leg-
end Jiddu Krishnamurti's birth with Blau, who 
will read from her biography, Knshnamurti 100 
Years. 
PURPLE ROOM, POWELL'S CITY OF 
BOOKS, 1005 W BURNSIDE ST. 7 :30 PM 
WEDNESDAY, JAN 24 FREE 2 2 8 - 0 5 4 0 

Michael Ondaatje 
See WW Pick 
DOLORES WINNINGSTAD THEATER, PORT-
LAND CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING 
ARTS, 1111 SW BROADWAY. 7 :30 PM 
THURSDAY, JAN 25 $10 . 2 2 7 - 2 5 8 3 

READ IT YOURSELF 
Coffeehouse Open Mike 
Poets, musicians, comedians or anyone with a 
stupid human trick is welcome at this weekly 
venue. Bring a blank videotape if you'd like ev-
idence of your performance 
STAGE 4 THEATER, 527 SE PINE ST. 8 30 
PM-MIDNIGHT WEDNESDAY, JAN 17. FREE. 
2 3 8 - 9 6 9 2 . 

Open Reading 
Laughing Horse's weekly open reading invites 
writers of poetry, essays, short fiction or politi-
cal commentary to share their work. Sign up at 
7:30 pm. 
LAUGHING HORSE BOOKS, 3 6 5 2 SE DIVI-
SION ST. 8 PM WEDNESDAY, JAN. 17. 
FREE. 2 3 6 - 2 8 9 3 . 

Great Bards of Westshore 
Poetry Society 
The newest open mike venue offers stage time 
for poets of all ages and ilks 
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Expand Your Personal World: 
Listen & Respond 

Calling Card 

Can't access our 900ft? 
You can listen and respond to Person-to-Person ads from your 
cell phone, home or office, even if you have a 900 number 
b lock , by ca l l ing 1 - 8 0 0 - 5 3 5 - 3 2 4 3 . All y o u need is your 
Personal Identi f ication Number available in 15 minute t ime 
blocks. 

$33.00 for 15 Minutes 
And you may purchase 15, 30, 45 minutes or more. Your 
unused t ime won' t expire. It's yours unti l you use it up. If you 
run out of t ime before you find your special person, you can 
extend your PIN by phone, fax or mail. 

You can order a PIN calling card anytime during our regu-
lar business hours by calling 223-1500, or 

Mai l or fax this completed form to: Willamette Week 
Classifieds, 822 SW 10th Ave., Portland, OR 97205. Fax 
223 0388 

PRE PAID PIN 
C A L L I N G C A R D 

Address 

City/Zip 

Phone (day) (eve) 

FORM Of PAYMENT 

C Check/MO • AMEX • M / C • VISA • Discover 

Card # Exp. 

CHECK ONE 
• 1 5 M I N / J 3 3 

• 3 0 M I N / J 6 0 

• 4 5 M I N / J 9 0 

• 6 0 M I N / S 1 2 0 

ferion- erSon 


