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Chair Deborah Kafoury 
501 S.E. Hawthorne Blvd,. Suite 600 
Portland, OR 97214 

Tuesday, June 20, 2017 

 

Dear Chair Kafoury: 

We, the undersigned, submit this letter in unwavering support of Multnomah County 
Commissioner Loretta Smith.  

Many of us have known Loretta since her early days with Senator Wyden. All of us have 
been recipients of her generosity of spirit, time, and dedication. She has provided critical 
support for nonprofits, community based organizations and efforts vital to the success of 
African Americans in Oregon. Commissioner Smith gets out of her office and into the 
community to talk with and inspire our youth.  

Commissioner Smith has provided effective leadership to issues that affect the underserved, 
and often unheard. Since being elected to the County Commission in 2010, Loretta has 
brought a laser focus to elder care, jobs and our youth. 

One of her earliest initiatives was the result of a town hall meeting that she called to find 
what it was WE, her community, needed. From that grew Summer Works. From 25 young 
people in 2011 to 500 youth in 2016, this program has provided the hand up our community 
has needed.  She recognized early on that having 30,000 youth between the ages of 16 and 
24 both out of school and out of work in the Tri-County area was a serious concern. She 
identified the problem, found community partners, leveraged public dollars to get private 
funders, and has created a program for summer internships that get our most vulnerable kids 
off the streets and into their first paid positions. 

The recent unsubstantiated claims from former staff come as no surprise to those of us who 
are from communities of color in Portland. When a black woman is passionate and 
ambitious she is tagged as the "angry black woman."  There is no defense for something that 
is a stereotype - so we won't seek to defend it. Rather, we give context to the recent 
reporting about alleged workplace issues that were printed before they were even 
investigated.   

A few weeks back one of the former employees received a settlement from the County 
which included a cash payout and attorney's fees. While the Commissioner wholly 
disagreed with the County's decision to settle, she was relieved to finally have this all 
behind her.  

There was a lack of due process afforded Commissioner Smith by your office and 
Multnomah County. The county failed to follow investigative best practices and instead 
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issued a final report wrought with unsubstantiated commentary prior to Commissioner 
Smith’s review and response.  

Our community has fought long and hard for African Americans—elected or not—to 
receive equal treatment under the law and we are outraged that did not occur under your 
leadership.  

This unseemly process surrounding unsubstantiated charges and allegations about 
Commissioner Smith, have been the worst sort of political and racist attack thinly veiled as 
a human resources investigation. Indeed, it is a modern day political lynching. We are not 
going to stand by while one of our best and brightest is maligned. 

As African Americans  we have long understood that we have to fight for everything we 
have. We have to fight to be seen as qualified. We have to dress better so we're not accused 
of being thugs. We have to speak more softly so we are not accused of being "angry black 
women." 

As a group in Portland, we have been marginalized economically and painfully witnessed 
our neighborhoods red lined and torn asunder. It doesn't matter if the racist wears a hood 
and burns crosses or if they wear business suits and use process to weed us out. The result 
remains the same. 

We will continue to be vocal in our enduring support for this woman of color who has 
dedicated her entire professional life to public service, to the betterment of our youth, and to 
all of Multnomah County. 

 
Respectfully, 

Sen. Avel Gordly (Ret.)                                               Ron Herndon 

Tony Hopson                                                   
 
Lolenzo Poe, Co-Chair                                               Joyce Harris, Co-Chair  
African American Alliance                                         African American Alliance  
 
Dr. LeRoy Haines, Jr.                                                 Dr. T. Allen Bethel                  
Chair, Albina Ministerial Alliance                             Co-Chair, Albina Ministerial Alliance 

                                                         

Cc:  

Board of County Commission, County Auditor, 
County District Attorney. 
 


