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The sparkle has faded for Art Alexakis, the lead singer 
of Everclear, and his wife, Jenny Godson. The couple 
called it quits in December, blaming the demise of 
their four-year union on irreconcilable differences. 

Alexakis, 38, has been an outspoken critic of dead-
beat dads (including his own). Last fall, he rapped on 
the topic for the 1999 Spitfire Tour—a politics and 
music smorgasbord sponsored by colleges.com—and 
even testified before Congress on behalf of HR 4071, 
the so-called "deadbeat dad" bill. 

Does Alexakis walk his talk? You bet. In addition to 
a $700,000 settlement (which includes buying Dodson a 
house in Northeast Portland), he agreed to pay $6,000 
a month in spousal and child support for Dodson and 
their 7-year-old daughter and to foot the bill for their 
daughter's educational and activity expenses. 

Alexakis and Dodson will share custody of their 
daughter, who will divide her time shuttlecocking 
between her parents' respective homesteads every 
other week. 

Dodson will also get a slice of Everclear: She is enti-
tled to 50 percent of all future royalties paid to 
Alexakis for the group's first two albums (Sparkle and 
Fade and So Much for the Afterglow) in addition to a cut 
of the band's current projects. And yeah, she wound up 
with the couple's '67 Mustang and the '66 Jag. 

But don't rend your heart for Art's sake. The newly 
unleashed bachelor is currently taking a break from the 
touring grind but is scheduled to appear on Politically 
Incorrect with Bill Maher July 14. And he got the '65 
Corvette. —Kelly Clarke 

Zealots of the Church of the Ballot 
Initiative raised a righteous sword 
this week against the Evil Empire 
of the state and county elections 
divisions. 

Don.McIntire, deacon of the 
anti-taxers, and his populist ally 
Lloyd Marbet are suing the state 
of Oregon, Multnomah County, 
Washington County and the city of 
Portland over "inactive" voter 
status. 

Former City Council hopeful Ted 
Piccolo and state representative 
candidate Lewis Marcus have also 
joined the suit, in part because a 
measure they sponsored—one that 
would have imposed term limits on 
city commissioners—was deemed 
unworthy of the November ballot 
when the city clerk found too many 
invalid signatures supporting it. 

According to Mclntire, the mea-
sure might have qualified if it 
weren't for the new "inactive" sta-
tus that election clerks are 
employing to purge deadbeat vot-
ers from the roles. The new rule 
goes like this: If someone hasn't 
voted in five years, or if their 

vote-by-mail ballot is returned as 
undeliverable, state law says coun-
ties must send out a warning 
notice, then move the voter's name 
into the dead file if he or she 
doesn't respond before the next 
election. 

Although the new inactive 
status is aimed at non-voters, 
Mclntire and crew say it's a quick 
and easy way to attack the ballot 
initiative system, because "inac-
tives" are disqualified from signing 
ballot measures. 

"When the government has dis-
qualified a bunch of people 
because of this spurious category, 
that isn't what the freakin' 
Constitution says," Mclntire fumes. 

The Multnomah County Court 
lawsuit calls for an injunction 
against further purging of the 
voter rolls. 

State and county election offi-
cials say they're just doing their 
jobs, but Mclntire doesn't buy it. 
'They really stepped in it this time," 
he says, "because they're so eager 
to screw the initiative system." 
—Patty Wentz 
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