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In November, last year, Oregon voters passed Measure 26-184. The measure establishes provisions in 
the Multnomah County Charter that limit independent expenditures, campaign contributions and require 
various disclosures of contributions and expenditures. 
 
On April 6, 2017, the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners implemented the Charter 
amendment and requested the County Attorney to petition the Oregon Courts to validate the measure. 
The goal is for a validation action to provide legal certainty about the constitutionality of these campaign 
finance provisions. 
 
Campaign contribution limits have been ruled as unconstitutional in the state of Oregon for 20 years. 
The legal history of this issue is clear, however, advocates for Measure 26-184 hope that the measure 
can serve as a test case to determine whether the courts will maintain their long standing ruling. 
 
The Multnomah County Commissioners present at the April 6, 2017 board meeting said very clearly 
that they support campaign finance reform, and support an orderly and immediate court review of 
constitutional issues. 
 
The enforceability of the measure will depend on future court rulings, as there are strong arguments 
that core provisions of the Charter amendment are unconstitutional under Oregon and federal law: 

• In 1997, the Oregon Supreme Court found that campaign contributions were protected speech 
under the Oregon constitution (Source), and that limiting contributions violated the Oregon 
constitution. 

• In 2006, Oregon voters approved Ballot Measure 47, which established campaign contribution 
limits, but voted down Ballot Measure 46, which would have amended the Oregon Constitution 
to allow campaign contribution limits. While the provisions of Measure 47 stand as law, the 
Oregon Attorney General and Secretary of State do not enforce these limits on campaign 
contributions. 

• In 2010, the U.S. Supreme Court found in Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission that 
various forms of campaign finance regulations violate the federal constitution. 

• This legal history shows why advocates for Measure 26-184 wanted to develop a test case that 
could be brought again to the courts for reconsideration of their previous decisions. The action 
the board took April 6, 2017 sets the stage for that reconsideration. 

 
The Board of County took an oath to support the state and federal constitutions. This validation 
action will give the County an opportunity to support campaign finance in an    expedited and cost 
effective legal process. The measure anticipated court review stating that “[t]he courts shall sever 
those sections” that are inconsistent with the constitution.   
 
We knew the measure was subject to constitutional challenge, and this process is intended to 
provide certainty regarding those issues prior to the implementation date of 9/1/17 

We will defend the implementation of any portions of the measure that are found constitutional. 
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