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Joint Statement:  SFPS and NEA-Santa Fe

Santa Fe, NM: Santa Fe Public Schools and National Education Association-Santa Fe would
like to reiterate that, in a Memorandum of Understanding, they have agreed that teachers
and staff will be required to return to work in-person once individual employees have been
vaccinated for COVID-19, or have had the opportunity to be vaccinated during the 1B
vaccination phase.  No employee will be required to get a vaccination. Only teachers and
staff who currently have an accommodation to work from home will not be required to
return to in-person teaching for the remainder of the 2020/2021 school year. After the 1B
vaccination phase, all employees, except those with accommodations, will be required to
return to work in-person. Employees who do not wish to be vaccinated are expected to
return to work as soon as possible. All Public Education Department reentry guidelines will
be followed.

“Our schools have been ready to reopen since the beginning of the school year.  Our hurdle
to bringing students back has been access to vaccinations. I’m greatly encouraged with the
federal prioritization of educational employees, and I continue to urge the state of New
Mexico to follow suit. We all want to get our students back on campus as soon as possible,”
said Superintendent Dr. Veronica C. Garcia.

“Ninety-nine percent of our educators have indicated their willingness to get vaccinated
and we are excited at being prioritized. We look forward to receiving it and getting back in
the classroom with our students,” said Grace Mayer, NEA-Santa Fe president.

###



Santa Fe Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender

identity, sexual orientation, HIV status, marital status, pregnancy, sex, disability, or age in its programs

and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The

following individuals have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination

policies for the district:

Title IX Coordinator- 2195 W. Zia Rd., Santa Fe, NM 87505, Tel. 505-467-3400

Section 504 Coordinator- 1300 Camino Sierra Vista, Santa Fe, NM 87505 Tel. 505-467-2527


