
A proposal to resolve the three-way race for Governor 
 
During the last election, a coalition came together to elect Bill Walker governor.  
That coalition was made up, generally speaking, of the center and the left of the 
political spectrum in Alaska.  That same swath of voters is now wondering what to 
do in this election. 
 
Last time there was three-way race that was shaping up between the incumbent, 
Sean Parnell, and Bill Walker, running as an independent, and Byron Mallott, who 
was running as a Democrat.  The worry then was that a three-way race would result 
in a win for Parnell.  The issue was resolved when Byron Mallott decided to join 
forces with Bill Walker, and run as his lieutenant governor.  That required some 
sacrifice from him, and from Craig Fleener, who had been Walker’s running mate, 
and from Hollis French, who had been Mallott’s.  Three people had to take a step 
back, in the pursuit of a greater good.   
 
Many people would like to see the same thing similar happen this time.  How can 
that be brought about? 
 
The first thing the candidates have to do is check their egos at the door.  The point 
then was to put Alaska first.  The point today has to be the same.   The point then 
was that the strongest candidate got to go forward, and the point today should be 
the same.  Sacrifice was required last time, and it will be required again now. 
 
So who is the stronger candidate: Mark Begich or Bill Walker?   There is really only 
one way to empirically measure the strength of a political candidate, but that only 
happens when the votes are counted on Election Day.  The obvious problem with 
using this method is that the results come in too late.   The next best tool is polling. 
 
We all know that polls are imperfect.  That does not mean not to use them, however.  
You use them for what they are, the best evidence you have at the time.   
 
The exact details could only be worked out between the two candidates, but we 
suggest something along these lines: 
 
Conduct three polls, by different pollsters, each about two weeks apart, starting on 
the first of August.  The pollsters must be chosen through some means acceptable to 
both camps.  The polls ask who the voter would select if the election for governor 
were held today, and the choices were Mike Dunleavy, Bill Walker, and Mark Begich.   
 
If all three show the same relative position Walker and Begich, the one behind drops 
out.  It’s that simple.   
 
Each candidate would have to pledge to abide by the results.  One would be required 
to set his ambition aside and to support the other.  One makes a sacrifice, and the 
center and the left join forces and march to victory. 



 
If the poll results are inconclusive, then the race goes on the way it is. 
 
Would Mark Begich and Bill Walker shake hands on something like this?  We hope 
so.  There is a lot at stake.   There is also little time to waste.  On September 4th, the 
Division of Elections will start printing ballots for the November election.  The train 
leaves the station then, so to speak.  We want to make sure that our best candidate is 
on board.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


