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King Cove Medevacs 2014-2016 

 

2016 total # King Cove medevacs = 17 

3 Coast Guard 

14 non-Coast Guard 

 

 

2015 total # King Cove medevacs = 22 

8 Coast Guard 

14  non-Coast Guard 

 

2014 total # of King Cove medevacs = 16  

6  Coast Guard 

10 non-Coast Guard 

 

Since Jewell denied the road in Dec. 2013: 

55 total medevacs 

17 Coast Guard 

38 non-Coast Guard 
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Coast Guard Medevacs 2016 

1. March 6, 2016:  A female in her 20s in severe internal pain.  A Coast Guard helicopter arrived and took the patient 

to Cold Bay. Life Med then transported patient to Anchorage. 

 

2. March 20, 2016: A female in her 50s was found unconscious. Due to high winds, Guardian was unable to fly into 

King Cove. The Coast Guard flew in from Cold Bay with a MH-60 Jayhawk helicopter, then departed King Cove 

and flew to Cold Bay where patient was transferred to Guardian Flight. The patient was then taken to Anchorage. 

 

3. June 16, 2016: A King Cove female in her 70s was treated at the Clinic for heart issues. Due to high winds, 

Guardian Flight was unable to fly into King Cove. The Coast Guard flew in from Cold Bay. The patient was 

transported to Cold Bay where she was stabilized until a Guardian plane arrived to transport her to Anchorage 

 

Other Medevacs 2016 

 

1. Feb. 4, 2016: A King Cove female in her 60s arrived at the clinic after experiencing a fracture from a fall. 

Guardian was called but had no available flights. When a Guardian airplane became available, it was delayed due 

to fog, rain and low visibility. The patient waited at the clinic for 4 ½ hours for the weather to improve at which 

time Guardian transported her to Anchorage.  

 

2. March 26, 2016:  A non-resident male in his 60s arrived in the King Cove clinic with internal pain.  .  Guardian 

transported the patient to an Anchorage hospital. 

 

3. April 11, 2016: An Anchorage female in her 40s was treated at the King Cove Clinic following a seizure. Guardian 

Flight flew into King Cove and medevaced the patient to Anchorage 

 

4. April 23, 2016:  A King Cove female in her 80s arrived at the King Cove Clinic following an open fracture of the 

arm. Guardian flew in and medevaced the patient to Anchorage. 

 

5. June 28, 2016: A King Cove female in her 70s arrived at the clinic. seeking treatment for chest pains. There was a 

delay due to a change of shift at Guardian and an additional delay due to weather. Guardian medevaced the patient 

to Anchorage.  

 

6. July 13, 2016: A woman in her 70s went to the King Cove clinic because of breathing difficulties. There was a 

medevac delay of at least one hour because of a shift delay with the air ambulance carrier. Guardian arrived in King 

Cove to transport the patient to Anchorage  

 

7.  Aug. 13, 2016: A female King Cove resident in her 70s arrived at the King Cove clinic with a hip fracture. 

Because of the weather, Guardian was delayed 40-plus hours. The Coast Guard was called, but because the patient 

was stable, the agency did not respond. The patient was medevaced by Guardian at 4:30 p.m. on August 15, 2016.  

 

8. Aug. 15, 2016: A male in his 50s went to the King Cove clinic because of abdominal pain. Guardian medevaced 

the patient from King Cove and transported the patient to Anchorage.  
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9. Aug. 22, 2016: A King Cove woman in her 50s went to the clinic with abdominal pain. The Coast Guard was 

called but did not have resources available to come to King Cove. Guardian was unable to come in due to fog and 

low visibility. 90 minutes later, a local charter service was able to transport the patient to Cold Bay. The patient 

was stabilized at Cold Bay clinic then medevaced to Anchorage. 

 

10. Aug. 24, 2016: A King Cove woman in her 50s went to the King Cove clinic with chest pain. At the time, fog and 

low visibility prevented Guardian from landing in King Cove. A local airline was able to transport the patient to 

Cold Bay. A Guardian plane transported the patient to Anchorage. 

 

11. Sept. 16, 2016: A King Cove woman in her 20s arrived at the King Cove clinic with an OB/GYN complication.. 

She was stabilized until an air ambulance was available. LifeMed transported the patient to Anchorage. 

 

12. Nov. 15, 2016: A King Cove male in his 50s arrived at the with multiple injuries, including a fracture. The patient 

was medevaced to Anchorage via Guardian Flight.  

 

13.  Dec. 7, 2016: A male in his 40s arrived at the clinic with pneumonia and other complications. A local airline 

transported him to Cold Bay. Guardian Flight medevaced him to Anchorage.   

 

14.  Dec. 10, 2016: A King Cove male in his 80s was treated at the clinic at  for abdominal pain. The patient required a 

CT scan, so he was medevaced to an Anchorage hospital via Guardian Flight.  

 

Coast Guard Medevacs 2015 

1. February 22, 2015: A female in her 80s was seen at the King Cove Community Health Center for an 

infection.   Because it was dark, The Coast Guard arrived 3 hours later and transported the patient from King Cove 

to Cold Bay where the patient was then transferred to Guardian to fly to Anchorage 

 

2. July 20, 2015: a female in her 20s was treated at the King Cove Clinic at 9 a.m. for a severely obstructed airway. It 

was unsafe for Guardian to land in King Cove due to weather. The Coast Guard was but was unable to land at the 

King Cove airstrip because of fog and low visibility, so the helicopter landed in the old high school parking lot 

instead.  The patient was transported to Cold Bay and transferred to Guardian then transported to Anchorage. 

3. July 20, 2015: a King Cove male in his 40s was treated for breathing difficulties. Due to weather, it was not safe 

for Guardian to land in King Cove. After transporting another patient to Cold Bay earlier that afternoon, the Coast 

Guard refueled and returned to King Cove, landing in the old high school parking lot due to low visibility and fog 

at the airstrip. The Coast Guard transported the patient to the Cold Bay Airport. Guardian then transported the 

patient to Anchorage. 

4. July 27, 2015: A male in his 70s arrived at the Clinic feeling extremely ill. Guardian Flight was on weather hold 

(fog and limited visibility). The patient was stabilized overnight. The following morning the man’s condition began 

to deteriorate. The Coast Guard launched a MH 60 Jayhawk helicopter. It arrived in King Cove to medevac the 

patient to the Cold Bay Airport. From there, the patient was transferred to a Coast Guard C-130and transported to 

an Anchorage hospital. The patient waited 19 ½ hours to be medevaced. 
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5. Oct. 16, 2015: A male in his 50s was treated at the clinic for internal bleeding. Guardian was unable to fly into 

King Cove because it was dark, so the Coast Guard was called. The Coast Guard transported the patient to Cold 

Bay. The patient was transferred to Guardian and flown to Anchorage.  

6. Oct. 24, 2015: A male in his late 50s was treated at the Clinic for a possible life-threatening medical condition 

(ketoacidosis). Due to poor visibility, Guardian was unable to fly into King Cove so the Coast Guard was called.. 

The Coast Guard’s MH-65 Jayhawk helicopter transported the patient to Cold Bay. The patient was transferred to 

Guardian Flight and transported to Anchorage. 

7. Nov. 5, 2015: A female in her 50s was treated at the Clinic early in the morning with a severe medical condition 

that required a higher level of care. Due to low visibility and high winds, Guardian Flight was not able to fly into 

King Cove. The Coast Guard was called and arrived at the King Cove airport. in a MH-60 Jayhawk. The patient 

was transferred to the Coast Guard’s C-130 and transported to an Anchorage hospital.  

8. Nov. 12, 2015: A male in his 20s was treated at the Clinic at 1 a.m. for trauma. Guardian was unable to come 

because of high winds. The patient’s vitals became irregular. The Coast Guard was called and medevaced the 

patient to Anchorage. 

Other Medevacs 2015:  

1. Jan. 15, 2015: A male in his 20s was transported to the clinic by ambulance for a head trauma injury. Life-Med 

was called, but would not send a plane into King Cove because of the weather. The Coast Guard was considered 

but the weather broke long enough for Guardian to come in before nightfall.  

2. Feb. 3, 2015:  A female King Cove resident in her 40’s was seen in the clinic for abdominal pain.  She was 

medevaced to Anchorage.  

3. Feb. 4, 2015:  A female in her 50’s was seen in the clinic for an altered mental status.  Guardian picked her up.   

4. February 14, 2015: A female in her 50's was seen at the Clinic for a displaced wrist fracture.  The King Cove 

runway was closed due to mud from excessive rain, and it was too dark for planes to fly in, so the patient was put 

on a fishing boat that transported her to Cold Bay, arriving at about noon the following day to meet the Guardian 

plane which then transported her to Anchorage 

 

5. Feb. 25, 2015: A male in his 50s was seen at the Clinic for a cardiac emergency. Guardian Flight was contacted but 

unable to land that evening due to darkness.  The Coast Guard was contacted but unable to transport the patient to 

Cold Bay. The next morning, Guardian was able to land directly at the King Cove airfield and transported the 

patient to Anchorage.  

 

6. Feb. 25, 2015: A male in his 50s was seen at the Clinic for gastrointestinal bleeding.  Guardian was contacted and 

scheduled to pick up this patient and the other patient (#5 on this list) once daylight arrived.  

 

7. May 21, 2015: A female in her 80s was treated at the Clinic for internal organ issues. Because of fog and poor 

visibility, she could not be medevaced out until the following day. She was monitored overnight and medevaced to 

Anchorage via Guardian Flight during calm weather conditions.  
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8. May 29, 2015: A King Cove resident (gender and age unknown at this time) was treated at the Clinic for unusual 

pain. Guardian Flight’s pilot determined that the extreme low cloud ceiling would prevent him from safely landing 

in King Cove. The patient remained at the King Cove Clinic for about 2 hours and 40 minutes before being 

transported on a local airline to Cold Bay. From Cold Bay, the patient was transported to the local clinic.. Guardian 

Flight arrived shortly afterward and transported the patient to an Anchorage hospital.   

 

9. July 14, 2015: A male in his 60s was treated at the Clinic. After routine lab work was conducted, clinicians 

consulted with an emergency room doctor who determined the patient was suffering from a possible 

malfunctioning internal organ. Guardian was called to medevac the patient.  

 

10. July 22, 2015: a male in his 50s arrived at the clinic at 12:40 a.m. and was treated for an abnormal EKG. Patient 

was medevaced out. 

 

11. July 28, 2015: An elderly male in his 90s was treated at the Clinic for breathing difficulties. Guardian Flight was 

on weather hold. The clinic called the Coast Guard whose flight surgeon determined that the nature of the  medical 

situation was such that the patient could be stablized and wait 12 hours until it was safer to fly in. By that time, the 

weather improved and Guardian was able to fly in to King Cove to medevac the patient.  

 

12. Aug. 30, 2015: A female under the age of 18 arrived at the Clinic and was treated for seizures. Guardian Flight 

transported the patient to an Anchorage hospital.  

 

13. Oct. 13, 2015: A female in her 20s arrived at the Clinic where she was treated for a worsening medical condition. 

Guardian arrived at 4 p.m. The weather conditions did not cause any delays. 

 

14. Dec. 5, 2015: A female her 20s was treated at the Clinic for anaphylaxis. Guardian came from Unalaska. Health 

clinicians were able to stabilize the patient until Guardian arrived to transport the patient to Anchorage.  

Coast Guard Medevacs 2014: 

 

1. Feb. 7, 2014: Peter Pan Seafoods (PPSF) employee, male, in his 60s. Gastro-intestinal (GI) bleed.  

2. Feb. 14, 2014: 63-year-old Irene Newman was medevaced because of heart problems.  

3. March 11, 2014: Wyatt Wilson, Walter’s infant son, struggled to breathe. Was later diagnosed with RSV. He and 

his father were medevaced separately via the Coast Guard. 

4. March 11, 2014: Fisherman Walter Wilson, Jr., 33, dislocated both hips and fractured his pelvis after a 600-lb. cod 

pot fell on him. 

5. March 31, 2014: 58-year old fisherman aboard the M/V Golden Alaska, a Seattle-based processor, came into clinic 

with a severely injured eye. 

6. Oct. 16, 2014: An 84-year old male was transported by ambulance to the Clinic at 10:30 p.m. He was treated for 

sepsis. About three hours later, he was loaded onto a U.S. Coast Guard helico and was taken to Cold Bay. 
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(Guardian can only land in King Cove during daylight hours, according to FAA regulations.) Guardian then flew 

the patient from Cold Bay to Anchorage for medical care.   

Other Medevacs 2014:  

 

1. Jan. 3, 2014: Local resident. Male, GI bleed. In his 50s. Physician’s Assistant Katie Eby monitored him throughout 

the night. He was medevaced the next day, via Guardian. 

2. March 16, 2014: PPSF employee, male, in his late 40s, head trauma. Guardian medevac. 

3. March 21, 2014: 19 year old, male. Infection. His leg was cut working on a boat. Infection started setting in later. 

Guardian medevac. 

4. April 11, 2014: Alaska man suffering from apparent heart attack was medevaced aboard a Coastal freight boat 

from King Cove to Cold Bay. No other planes or boats were traveling because of high winds and seas.  

5. April 15, 2014: Elderly King Cove resident suffering from possible internal bleeding. Was medevaced via a local 

charter airline service to Cold Bay and then to an Anchorage hospital. Weather was decent for flying. 

6. April 18, 2014: A female in her 50s with severe breathing difficulties due to an anaphylactic reaction to an 

allergen. Unable to get any other airline service to come in because winds were very high. Due to patient’s 

condition, boat travel was out of the question. Coast Guard didn’t come. Had to wait until morning for Guardian to 

medevac patient out of King Cove. 

7. June 19, 2014: A male in his mid-20s (works for Peter Pan Seafoods, but not a King Cove resident) was in acute 

respiratory distress when he arrived at the King Cove Clinic. The patient has a history of asthma and was seen for 

respiratory problems over the past few months. All medication and treatment options had been exhausted. He was 

medevaced by Guardian to Providence Alaska Medical Center in Anchorage at 7:30 p.m. The weather was clear. 

8. July 7, 2014: A 49 year-old male (not a resident of King Cove) suffering from internal bleeding was treated at the 

King Cove Clinic. He was medevaced out on Guardian on a clear day. 

9. Aug. 23, 2014: A King Cove man in his late 40s suffered from a severe abdominal infection. Guardian arrived in 

Cold Bay but was unable to fly into King Cove due to deteriorating weather conditions (fog and low visibility). 

High wind and waves prevented travel by boat. The patient was stabilized and waited for a medevac for about 14 

hours. The medevac pilot was able to fly into King Cove after the weather improved and daylight arrived. 

10. Sept. 9, 2014: An 84 year-old King Cove woman with chest pains arrived at the clinic because of concerns about a 

possible heart attack. Patient was monitored overnight at the King Cove Clinic until Guardian could safely land at 

the King Cove airstrip during daylight hours. The patient was stable while waiting about nine hours for the 

medevac team to arrive. (The weather was clear.) 


