
Senate Education Plan 

In Alaska, we have high achieving students, great teachers, and many high performing schools 

and districts. Greatness is out there; however, there is an enormous achievement gap for many 

Alaskan students and outcomes are not where they should be for students to be ready for life 

after high school. Given the money that we have, we want to prioritize resources for Alaska 

students to be successful in the 21st century. 

Goals 

1) Education is our primary constitutional requirement. Alaska needs to improve 

educational outcomes for students. 

 

2) The State Board of Education should adopt best practices that support students and 

teachers, and provide for an efficient and streamlined delivery of education processes and 

education procedures. 

 

3) Alaska students deserve a 21st century education. We are proposing a funding stream to 

bridge the achievement gap by bringing students, curriculum, and instruction inline with 

21st century technologies.  

 

 

The Alaska Education Innovation Grant Fund, Alaska 

Performance Scholarship (APS), Alaska Education Grant 

(AEG) 

The goal of this bill is to help provide Alaskan students with better outcomes through innovative 

new education delivery methods and to provide a funding source that will allow school districts 

to apply to the Department of Education and Early Development (DEED) for innovative 

education grants. We need to prioritize K-12 investment to make sure that our students are 

prepared for life after high school. Since 2011 when APS was created, 47,907 students have 

graduated from high school in Alaska, only 8,606 of them received the APS. The total payout to 

the approximately 18% of high school graduates was $48.8 million. 26% of the recipients 

currently need remediation when they enter college. The APS is not achieving the results we had 

hoped for.  

- This bill will phase out the Alaska Performance Scholarship and the Alaska Education 

Grant throughout the next 4 years. 

o Seniors in high school now – will receive 4 years of scholarship 

o Freshman in College now – will receive 3 more years of scholarship 

o Sophomore in College now – will receive 2 more years of scholarship 

o Junior in College now – will receive 1 more year of scholarship 

- The high school graduating class of 2017 will be the last class to receive these awards. 



- The Higher Education Fund will be renamed the, “The Alaska Innovation Education 

Grant Fund”. 

- The Alaska Innovation Education Grant Fund’s purpose is to provide DEED and school 

districts with grants to fulfill academically innovative ways of delivering education, such 

as coursework through a combination of technologies, pilot programs for cutting-edge 

learning resources, and changes in the way students and teachers interact in the 

classroom, etc. 

- These grants must be approved by the Commissioner of Education, included in the 

Governor’s budget, and then must be submitted to the legislature for funding. 

 

E-Rate and Broadband Assistance Grant 

The goal of this legislation is to help improve student outcomes by providing districts with 

additional funding to be able to implement the new innovative educational delivery systems, 

such as virtual education.  

- This bill will increase the minimum megabit rate to 25 megabits per second. 

o 25mbps is the optimal speed given the current infrastructure. This bill will not 

provide any funding for additional infrastructure. 

- The funding will come from The Alaska Innovation Education Grant Fund. 

 

Curriculum Approval 

The goal of this legislation is to provide all school districts with a three year reprieve from 

having to update or renew any curriculum. This will save school districts time and money. This 

will also allow time for the Alaska Education Challenge to be implemented without the burden 

of curriculum review. 

- As proposed, this bill will allow the State Board of Education (BOE) to approve 

curriculum, for three years, from the large five school districts and two rural school 

districts and allow that curriculum to be used by all school districts, on a voluntary basis. 

This will make it so that school districts do not have to comply with the six year review 

curriculum language nor will they have to go through the curriculum approval process 

(for three years).  

- This will provide a transitional phase for about three years. In that time, the BOE and 

DEED, in consultation with school districts, will be searching for the best curriculum and 

best practices in Math and English Language Arts from other states and other nations to 

test on our students.  

- If the new curriculum proves to be a success, this curriculum will then be adopted, 

reviewed, and approved for all districts to use, on a voluntary basis. 

 


