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Three children flying with their parents were killed Wednesday after the family’s plane 
crashed into the frozen surface of Lake Clark in white-out conditions, broke through the ice 
and sank, officials said. 

The accident occurred sometime before 1:30 p.m. about six miles north of Port 
Alsworth and involved a desperate attempt by the parents to save their kids and themselves.  

Jeremy Davis, 38, his wife, Michelle Davis, 31, and their three daughters, Samantha, 9, 
Jesse, 7, and Katherine, 6 -- were from Port Alsworth, and many in the tiny community of 
100 gathered at a church Wednesday night to pray about the tragic loss of the three girls. 

Joel Natwick, a longtime friend of the Davises, was asked by the grieving family 
Wednesday to speak on their behalf. He said Jeremy Davis was heading home from 
Anchorage in a Cessna 206 when he ran into white-out conditions -- snow and poor visibility 
--  just outside Port Alsworth and turned around to try to find the shoreline of Lake Clark. 

He crashed into the frozen lake about a mile off shore where the water is believed to be 
about 500 feet deep, Alaska State Troopers said. Natwick said Jeremy probably did not realize 
in the blowing snow that he was descending into the ice.

“The plane sank immediately,” said Natwick, who did not see the accident but helped 
with the rescue.

“(Jeremy) went down with the plane. He was strapped in as it sank. He was reaching 
over to get his girls’ seat belts,” but couldn’t save them, he said. 



Jeremy Davis had to cut his own seat belt to get out, according to Natwick. Michelle, 
who was already in the water, clawed her way onto some ice.

“He did the right thing,” Natwick said of Jeremy, explaining that the Davises have twin 
4-year-old boys and another 2-year-old boy who were not on the plane with them. 

Their daughters gone, their clothes wet and starting to freeze, the Davises walked two 
miles to get help. Jeremy Davis fell through the ice three times, Natwick said. 

By the time the couple reached an empty cabin on the Lake Clark shore, Jeremy Davis 
was blind from hypothermia and a head injury that he suffered in the crash, Natwick said. 
His wife, who had lacerations on her hands, led him into the cabin, helped him cut his frozen 
clothes off and started a fire, Natwick said.

The couple found a radio in the cabin and called for help. By that point they were 
overdue, and people had begun to search for them. The Alaska Air National Guard 
immediately sent a helicopter to the cabin.

Natwick, who has known the Davises for about 16 years, got in a Super Cub and flew 
along the shoreline to the cabin, carrying 30-below sleeping bags. He said the weather was 
too bad to try to fly back to Port Alsworth, so he stayed with the Davises until the helicopter 
arrived. 

“All I could do was stoke the fire, and be with them,” he said. The Davises were taken to 
Port Alsworth by the Alaska Air National Guard helicopter about 3:30 p.m., the Associated 
Press reported, after the crew treated them for hypothermia. 

As news of the crash spread through Port Alsworth, the community pulled together to 
help the family, organizing a prayer meeting at the town’s sole church, Lake Clark Bible 
Church. 

“It’s horribly devastating,” said area resident Patty Alsworth. “All of us are in tears. We 
are staggering from the loss. But one thing we believe in this community is that God’s in 
control and he’s a good god and he will help us handle what happens.”

Natwick said the Davises have a strong faith in Christ and many loving people around 
them. 



Port Alsworth, on Lake Clark about 175 miles southwest across Cook Inlet from 
Anchorage, is not reachable by road. Natwick said this is not the first time the community 
has lost loved ones in a plane accident. About 10 years ago, an entire family died in a crash, he 
said.

“Everybody will pull together. We’ll get through this and so will Jeremy and Michelle,” 
Natwick said. “There’s three little boys that had a mom and a dad come back to them tonight. 
And that’s the bright side.”

Trooper Greg Wilkinson said there are no plans at this time to try to recover the girls’ 
bodies, given the depth of the water where the plane is believed to have sunk.


