
Full statement by Robert B. Gillam of Alaska, on his interest in being U.S. Interior 
Secretary (provided by his son, Robert A. Gillam):

"Many people have asked why I would be interested in this role. I tell them that when one 
gets to a certain age, you begin to count your blessings in life and look for ways to give 
back to your community, state, and country. I woke up on November 9th and realized that 
America voted for a change in Washington; one that perhaps favored outsiders as 
opposed to career politicians. I recognized that suddenly it was possible for me to serve in 
a role that has otherwise been one of career politicians and people (many of them talented 
of course) looking to use the job as a stepping stone. In the course of my life, and the 
many years I spent working on the Stop Pebble Mine initiative, I have learned a 
tremendous amount about our nation’s land and the people who rely on it. As a lifelong 
Alaskan and avid outdoorsman, I tend to think about land use like a hunter. How can we 
responsibly live from the land the Lord gave us, and yet protect it for our children and 
grandchildren? I consider land development like the professional investor that I have 
been all of my career, and carefully measure the cost versus the benefit of each decision. 
Over 50% of our nation’s federally protected lands are located in Alaska. This is why it 
makes so much sense for an Alaskan to lead the Department of the Interior and champion 
our great state while guiding our nation. I believe the Department of the Interior needs a 
leader with solid business experience who will advocate for a “reasonable and scientific” 
approach to developing our federal lands and resources. I also believe the Interior 
Department needs a leader who can be a voice for America’s native people, culture and 
way of life. I would bring to the job no political desires or economic interests. I simply 
wish to use the experience and wisdom I’ve gained over my fifty year career to serve our 
nation and help it become a better steward of the land we are so fortunate to call our own. 
I want this job because I know I can make a positive difference for generations to come. I 
am not looking to use this job as a means to an end or a place to go and trade for another. 
I am looking at this job as a place to end my career and to provide a return to all of those 
wonderful people who help me along my journey of life."


