
SUNCOAST
SEMINAR

Hyatt Regency 
Clearwater Beach

 Resort & Spa
on the beautiful Gulf of Mexico

Clearwater Beach, Florida

April 24 - 25, 2021
Presented by the

Pinellas Optometric Association
(local affiliate society of the Florida Optometric Association)

        
      Like us on Facebook: 
        Suncoast Seminar For Optometry

14 hours optometric continuing education
10 hrs TQ/COPE approved or pending

2 hrs Optometric Jurisprudence
2 hrs Medical Errors

Group room rates will be available for seminar attendees 
until March 26, 2021. 

Please make your reservations directly with the hotel using the 
contact information below. Hotel parking will be discounted 
for seminar attendees.

Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort and Spa
301 S. Gulfview Blvd., Clearwater Beach, FL 33767
(888) 96-HYATT (local 727-373-1234)
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/PIERC/G-PINO

For further information, please contact:
Bruce Cochran, O.D.

1111 N. Bayshore Blvd., Apt A1
Clearwater, FL 33759-3314

727-726-5242
or email to: IDoc1@aol.com

Su
nc

oa
st

 S
em

in
ar

c/
o 

B
ru

ce
 C

oc
hr

an
, O

.D
.

11
11

 N
. B

ay
sh

or
e 

B
lv

d.
, A

pt
 A

1
C

le
ar

w
at

er
, F

L 
 3

37
59

-3
31

4

Sunday, April 25, 2021
7:30a - 8:00a   Registration 
     Continental Breakfast  
 

8:00a - 9:40a   Conversations in Optic Nerve & 
     Retinal Vascular Disease (TQ) 
                      Joseph Sowka, O.D.
 
9:40a - 10:00a  Break 

10:00a -11:40a  Prevention of Medical Errors      
                                  Joseph Sowka, O.D. & 
       Barry Frauens, O.D. 

11:40a - 12:00p  Break

12:00p - 1:40p  Florida Jurisprudence
                    Joseph Sowka, O.D. & 
       Barry Frauens, O.D. 

Saturday, April 24, 2021
   7:45a - 8:15a       Registration - Exhibit Hall   
                  Continental Breakfast

8:15a - 9:55a        Glaucoma Update fo 2021 - 
    Medications, MIGS & Beyond (TQ) 
                    Carla Bourne, M.D.

9:55a -10:25a      Break 
     Exhibit Hall open

10:25a-12:05p Examining a Child: How to Survive & 
    Why Aren’t They Seeing 20/20? (TQ) 
      Richard Sorkin, O.D.

12:05p - 1:15p     Lunch - included in registration  
     Exhibit Hall open
 
1:15p - 2:55p   Eyelid Lesions & Malpositions (TQ)  
       Brandon Clair, MD.
 
2:55p - 3:15p     Break

3:15p - 4:55p        Primary Care of the 
     Low Vision Patient  (TQ)                    
                                  Tim Petito, O.D

4:55p - 6:30p  Hospitality Reception 



The Pinellas Optometric Association welcomes you to 
the 29th annual Suncoast Seminar.  

Courses include ten (10) transcript quality hours, two (2) 
hours of optometric jurisprudence, and two (2) hours on 
medical errors.  C.O.P.E. numbers will be announced at the 
seminar.  

The optometric jurisprudence and medical errors courses 
satisfy the Florida Board of Optometry biennial licensure 
requirements. 

Please join us in thanking our sponsors:
Gold Level
• Eye Institute of West Florida
• Gulfcoast Eye Care
Silver Level
• ABB Contacts
• Bausch & Lomb Contact Lens Division
• Bio-Tissue, Inc.
• Charmant USA
• Clerio Vision
• CooperVision
• David Keith Ophthalmics
•  DGH Technology
• Doctors Exclusive
•  Eschenbach
• Eye Associates of Pinellas
• Hoya
• iCare Tonometers
•  MacuHealth
•  Micro Medical Devices 
• St. Luke’s Cataract & Laser Institute
• Sun Pharmaceutical Industries 
• Sunshine Ophthalmic
• Sunshine Optics
• Triad Life Sciences
• Updegraff LASIK
Bronze Level
• Petito Eyecare
• Visual Therapy of St. Petersburg

The Florida State Board of Optometry requires 6 hours 
of transcript quality (T.Q.) education each biennium for 
license renewal. T.Q. credit will be sent to the attendee 
upon passing a written examination of 70 or better. 
Attendance verification will be provided for all courses. 

Faculty
Carla I. Bourne, M.D.   
Glaucoma Update for 2021 – Medications, MIGS, and Beyond 
  An overview of diagnostic, medical, and surgical techniques 
available to help treat glaucoma.
Ophthalmologist, Department of Veterans Affairs, Tampa; Assistant 
Professor of Ophthalmology, U.C.F. College of Medicine, Orlando and 
University of Texas Galveston; M.D., Howard University College of 
Medicine; Glaucoma fellowship, Tufts New England Eye Center.

Richard Sorkin, O.D., F.A.A.O., F.C.O.V.D.
Examining a Child: How to Survive and Why Are They Not Seeing 
20/20?
  This course describes the trouble-free examination of a child and 
what to do when they don’t see 20/20.
Private Practice (vision therapy specialty), St. Petersburg; O.D., 
Nova Southeastern University; Residency in Pediatrics and Binocular 
Vision; Former Interim Chief of Pediatrics & Binocular Vision; Asst. 
Professor, Nova Southeastern University, College of Optometry.

Brandon C. Clair, M.D.
Eyelid Lesions and Malpositions  
  A review of normal and abnormal eyelid conditions and their 
management
Oculoplastic and reconstructive surgeon, Eye Institute of West Florida, 
Tampa, Largo; M.D., State University of New York Upstate; dual 
fellowship in Oculoplastic, Orbital, and Reconstructive Surgery and in 
Neuro-Ophthalmology, University of Texas.

G. Timothy Petito, O.D., F.A.A.O., Diplomate, A.B.O. 
Primary Care of the Low Vision Patient – The Same Process 
with a Different Therapeutic Toolkit 
  This course explains one approach to caring for patients with 
low vision that utilizes traditional optometric care methodologies 
modified to address the unique needs of these patients.
Private practice (low vision and complex contact lens specialty), 
St. Petersburg; O.D., Ferris State College of Optometry; former 
Asst. Professor and Chief of Primary Care Services, State Univ. of 
New York; A.O.A. Federal Relations Committee and representative 
to the Physician Consortium for Performance Improvement.

Joseph W. Sowka, O.D., F.A.A.O. 
Conversations in Optic Nerve & Retinal Vascular Disease
  A grand rounds format examination of optic neuropathies and 
retinal vascular conditions, including differential diagnoses, 
clinical findings, and management algorithms.

Joseph W. Sowka, O.D., F.A.A.O. & Barry J. Frauens, O.D., F.A.A.O. 
Prevention of Medical Errors
  How to reduce the risk of medical errors and improve patient 
safety. 

Florida Jurisprudence                   
   Review of the laws and rules regulating the practice of 
optometry in Florida. Recent changes will be highlighted.
Dr. Sowka - Multidisciplinary practice, Center for Sight, 
Sarasota; O.D. and Residency in Primary Care, Pennsylvania 
College of Optometry; past Professor, Chief of Advanced Care 
Service and Director of Glaucoma Service, Nova Southeastern 
University College of Optometry (NSUCO); founding member, 
Optometric Glaucoma Society and Optometric Retina Society.  
Dr. Frauens - Assocciate professor and Chair of Deparment of 
Clinics. NSUCO; O.D., NSUCO; Residency in Primary Care, 
Pennsylvania College of Optometry. 

Registration Information
Please complete the registration form along with your 
payment. Reduced fees apply for payment 
postmarked on or before March 24, 2021.
   
Hotel Information
The Hyatt Regency Clearwater Beach Resort & Spa.
Experience world-class style and amenities just steps from 
the powder white sands of Clearwater Beach. 
Directions: From Tampa, take State Road 60 west all the way 
to Clearwater Beach.  At the roundabout, take the Coronado 
Dr. exit toward the south beach. The resort is less than 1/4 
mile on the right.
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