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On behalf of the Great 
Western Council of 
Optometry’s Board of 
Directors, greetings and 
welcome to GWCO 
Congress 2017. I am 
pleased to have you join us 
for what promises to be a 
powerful and memorable 
learning experience. The 
GWCO Congress is also 
a time to connect with 
colleagues from GWCO’s 
13 member states and 

beyond. We hope you will join us for events such as 
the Welcome Reception, Exhibit Hall Marketplace, 
and President’s Reception. 

We are pleased to offer new and exciting lecture 
topics for you and your staff from some of the leading 
presenters around the Nation. This year we are very 
pleased to welcome AOA President Dr. Chris quinn 
and AOA leadership to our Congress. We thank them 
for their dedication and service to optometry.

As our mission states, GWCO is an organization of 
affiliated optometric associations established to 

provide a common voice for members within 
organized optometry, facilitate communication 
among member associations, enhance professional 
member associations, enhance professional 
development and provide financial support to 
member associations. GWCO has given over 1.7 
million dollars back to member states since 1997 
helping each states non-dues revenue.

Many thanks to our corporate sponsors who have 
once again stepped forward to make this Congress 
possible. Without their stellar support, we would 
not be able to offer the many programs, activities 
and speakers you will enjoy this year. Please be sure 
to attend our Exhibit Hall Marketplace and thank 
each of our industry partners for their support of 
GWCO and all of optometry.

GWCO thanks you for attending this year’s 
Congress and we hope you join us for next year’s 
GWCO Congress October 11-14, 2018 in Portland.

Curtis
Curtis Ono, OD 
GWCO President
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Continuing Education Information 

OCC Parking 
800 spaces are available at a daily rate to park 
is $10. Clearance on the P1 level is 7 feet; 
clearance on the P2 level is 9 feet. Overnight 
parking in the garage is prohibited.

Weather 
Portland weather in the Fall is mild with average 
highs at 76 degrees F and lows at 54 degrees F.

Hotel and Travel Information

COURSE HANDOUTS
Course handouts are available online or 
through the mobile app. Print the handouts 
you need or view them on your mobile 
device. Scan the code to the right to 
download the app.

ATTENDANCE VERIFICATION/BADGES
Most courses require no pre-registration as seating is 
first come-first serve.  You are required to pre-register for 
the PUCO CE Bus Tour, workshops, and the CPR Class.  
Verification of attendance for course certificates will be done 
through badge scanning.  Badges are required for entrance 
into all education and events.  Replacement badges are 
available at the registration desk for a $10 fee.

CE ACCREDITATION INFORMATION
GWCO makes every effort to secure accreditation 
for all continuing education through the Council 
on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE), 
American Board of Opticianry (ABO), National 
Contact Lens Examiners (NCLE), and American 
Optometric Association Paraoptometric Section 
(CPC).  GWCO does not guarantee that a 
licensing board or certifying organization will 
accredit any course presented at GWCO Congress 
2017. 

PHYSICIAN PAYMENT SUNSHINE ACT
The Physician Sunshine Act requires eye product 
manufacturers to report attendance registration 
information for CE, meals, and items of value 
which are supported by funding from such 
companies.  GWCO will work with such companies 
to provide information required by the Act.

 
VENUE
Thursday-Saturday Education is held at the Oregon Convention Center Hall E, 777 NE MLK Jr. Blvd. Portland, OR
Sunday Education is held at the Crowne Plaza Hotel, 1441 NE 2nd Ave., Portland, OR

Oregon Convention Center: 
77 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Portland, OR 
Crowne Plaza Hotel: 
1441 NE 2nd Ave, Portland, OR
Hotel Eastlund: 
1021 NE Grand Ave, Portland, OR
DoubleTree Hotel: 
1000 NE Multnomah St, Portland, OR
Portland Marriott Downtown Waterfront: 
1401 SW Naito Parkway, Portland, OR

Getting Around 
MAX: Located just outside the Oregon Convention 
Center, the MAX provides services throughout the 
Portland Metropolitan Area. 
Bus: Major bus routes are also located all around our 
Lloyd District location. 
Streetcar: The Portland Streetcar, located just across 
the street from the Crowne Plaza, provides service to 
Downtown, the Pearl District, Nob Hill and Portland 
State University. 
(Complimentary passes for the MAX, Bus & Streetcar 
available at GWCO Registration - while supplies last)

Total CE Credits Available: 82
Total OD Credits Possible: 26
Total AOP Credits Possible: 26
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GWCO Location

GWCO Location

777 NE Martin Luther King Jr Blvd, Portland, OR



GWCO would like to thank these sponsors for their generous 
support of GWCO Congress 2017!

Diamond 

Silver
Bronze

Additional Sponsors: Evergreen Eye Center, MacuLogix, Marco, Oculus, Optovue, Tearlab, 
TelScreen, TearScience, VSP, Weave

Gold

Major Sponsors*

*as of time of print - see moblie app for most updated sponsors/supporters
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This educational event is supported by independent educational 
grants. GWCO would like to thank the following educational 

supporters!

Education Supporters*

in Non-Dues Revenue to the O ptometry Family
$1.8 Million Dollars

The Great Western Council of Optometry (GWCO) is a non-profit 
association formed in 1991 to provide a common voice  for members 
within organized optometry, facilitate communication,  enhance 
professional development ,  and provide financial support  to 
affil iated state optometric associations.

GWCO supports member states through the after-expense revenue, 
raised through support of GWCO, which is given back to the states 
each year. Since 1997, that has meant more than $1.8 million dollars.    
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Alcon Bausch + Lomb

Williams Group

Shire

Additional Supporters: Allergan

TelScreen



We are saddened by the loss of our dear friend and 
valued colleague, Dr. Harue Marsden.  Harue was 
a long-time board member and President-Elect of 
the Great Western Council of Optometry (GWCO).  
Her leadership and dedication has played a pivotal 
role in the growth and success of GWCO.  Harue’s 
physical presence will be sorely missed, but her 
spirit will live on in our hearts and minds.  As Helen 

Keller once said, “What we have once enjoyed, we can never lose. 
All that we love deeply becomes part of us.”

In Memoriam
Harue Marsden, OD, MS
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Stronger Together
Celebration Reception
Let us join together to celebrate the life of 
Dr. Harue Marsden, welcome Dr. Curtis Ono 
as Incoming GWCO President and honor our 

award recipients!
Saturday, September 1

5:00-7:00 PM
Oregon Convention Center



Congratulations!
Lifetime Achievement!
Don Jarnigan, OD, of Arizona, 
recently retired as Dean of the 
Arizona Optometric College, 
Midwestern University. Dr. 
Jarnigan’s tireless devotion 
and leadership of the Arizona 
Optometric College is why the 
college is recognized as one of 
the finest colleges and/or schools 
of optometry today!

OD of the Year! 
Dr. Dawn Miller is not only an 
active practicing optometrist 
who advocates for the profession, 
she is a warm-hearted person 
who is active in the community.

Dr. Miller has been part of 
the Garden Grove Chamber 
of Commerce since 1983 and 
served on its board of directors 
from 1987 to 1990. 

Prior to being appointed as an interim-Dean and educator at 
the Arizona Optometric College in 2007 and Dean in 2010, Dr. 
Jarnigan was actively engaged in private practice for 37 years 
(since 1970) in Glendale, Arizona.  Locally, he was known as a 
champion of affordable eye care for the low income patients 
and the Special Olympics.  He has served as President of 
the Arizona Optometric Association in 1977 and American 
Optometric Association in 1995 with distinction.  Recognizing 
his contributions and outstanding services throughout 
these years, he was selected as “The 1980 OD of the Year” by 
the Arizona Optometric Association and “The 1993 GWCO 
Optometrist of the Year”.  

Optometry is eternally grateful for Dr. Jarnigan’s leadership, 
support and contribution for the past 50 years. There is no one 
else more deserving of this award for his lifelong contribution 
to the profession of optometry than Dr. Jarnigan! 

As an optometrist, her main focus is to preserve and protect 
patient’s eyes. Dr. Miller performs this duty and takes it up 
another notch. She is a fellow with the American Academy 
of Optometry and continues to research to improve the 
way optometrists treat. She is also an active member with 
of the AOA Federal Legislative Action Keyperson Committee 
since 2007 as it continues to expand the optometric scope 
of practice.

One of her most important accomplishments is the 
establishment of the optometry clinic at Boys and Girls Club 
of Garden Grove that provides vision care to thousands of 
children. She not only provides compassionate eye care in 
California but also travels to other countries to help those 
less fortunate. Since 1988, she has been an active member 
of the Flying Samaritans of Orange County. 

Join us at the President’s Reception on Saturday, October 1 in the 
OCC Lobby E to watch these doctors receive their awards!!

AOA President Chris Quinn, OD
Andrea P. Thau, O.D., was 
first elected to the American 
Optometric Association Board 
of Trustees in 2007, and elected 
President at the 119th Annual 
AOA Congress & 45h Annual 
AOSA Conference: Optometry’s 
Meeting® in June 2016. 

In addition to her responsibilities 
as President, Dr. Thau serves 
as chair of the AOA 401 (k) 

Committee and is a member of the AOA Executive, Agenda and 
Personnel Committees.  Dr. Thau also serves as board liaison to 
the affiliate associations in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan and 
Wisconsin, as well as Ferris State University, Illinois College of 
Optometry and Indiana University. In addition, she also serves 
as board liaison to the AOA Meetings Center, and is liaison 
trustee for the American Academy of Optometry. 

Dr. Thau is a Fellow of the American Academy of 
Optometry, a Fellow of the College of Optometrists in Vision 
Development, a Distinguished Practitioner on the National 
Academies of Practice and a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Optometry. A graduate of the SUNY College of 
Optometry, she has been on faculty since graduation and 
is an associate clinical professor and former chair of the 
Admissions Committee. 

She is a founding member of the AOA’s InfantSEE® committee 
which developed the InfantSEE program and was a member 
of multiple AOA committees including the AOA Pediatrics 
and Binocular Vision Committee, the Infants’ Vision Project 
Team, and the Faculty Relations Committee. 

Dr. Thau is the owner of a four doctor group private practice 
on Park Avenue in Manhattan. The practice is a full-scope 
primary care practice with special emphasis on children’s 
vision and vision therapy.

GWCO Welcomes
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AO Dr. Bloomenstein received his opto-
metric degree from the New England 
College of Optometry in 1994.  After 
graduation, Dr. Bloomenstein finished a 
residency in secondary ophthalmic care 
at the Barnet Dulaney Eye Center in 
Phoenix, Arizona.  Currently Dr. 
Bloomenstein is the Director of Opto-
metric Services at the Schwartz Laser 
Eye Center in Scottsdale, Arizona and 
President of MRB Eye Consultants. Dr. 
Bloomenstein is on the editorial board 

of Primary Care of Optometry News, Review of Optometry, 
Optometry Times, Advanced Ocular Care, and Optometric 
Management. Dr. Bloomenstein currently serves as the Chair of 
the AOA Continuing Education.
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D                                              Dr. Buckingham is both an Assistant 
Professor with Pacific University College 
of Optometry as well as  Division Chief/
Paramedic for Forest Grove Fire & Rescue.  
He has been using and teaching 
injections privileges for over 20 years.  
When not working, 
Dr. Buckingham and his family enjoys the 
many diverse recreational opportunities 
the Pacific Northwest offers.
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AO                                                  Dr. Chaglasian is an Associate Professor 
at the Illinois College of Optometry and 
Chief of Staff of the Illinois Eye Institute.  
He is a graduate of State University of 
New York College of Optometry and 
completed a Residency in Primary Eye 
Care/Ocular Disease at the Pennsylvania 
College of Optometry.  Dr. Chaglasian is 
charge of the Glaucoma Service at the 
Illinois Eye Institute, providing patient 
care while instructing residents and 
students.  His clinical practice is directed 
exclusively to patients with glaucoma 

while co-managing surgical care with two glaucoma specialists.   
His research interests include normal tension glaucoma, 
automated perimetry and the clinical use of OCT imaging.   He is 
a founding member and currently President of the Optometric 
Glaucoma Society. 
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AO Dr. Chous completed his 
undergraduate education at Brown 
University and UC Irvine, where he was 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and then 
received his Masters and Doctorate of 
Optometry degrees with highest honors 
from UC Berkeley. Paul has a private 
practice specializing in diabetes eye 
care and education in Tacoma, WA. He is 
the author of Diabetic Eye Disease: 
Lessons From a Diabetic Eye Doctor 
(Fairwood Press, Seattle, 2003), which 

was included in the Top 12 Diabetes Books by Diabetes Update 
magazine in 2004. He is a feature writer for the web sites dLife.
com and diabetesincontrol.com, editorial advisor to Review of 
Optometry and Optometry Times, AOA representative to the 
National Diabetes Education Program, Primary Investigator for 
the Diabetes Visual Function Supplement Study (DiVFuSS), and 
an adjunct instructor at NOVA Southeastern University College 
of Optometry in Fort Lauderdale, FL. Dr. Chous has authored 
more than one hundred articles on diabetes and diabetic eye 
disease, and frequently lectures on these topics in the US and 
internationally. 
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VD Dr. Clopton is a 1999 graduate of 

Southern College of Optometry. He is 
the director of the Center of Vision 
Development, Pllc. and managing 
partner of the Centers of Development, 
Pllc. referral centers for pediatrics and 
neuro re/habilitation in Cookeville, TN.  
In 2002, he was awarded the Tennessee 
Young OD of the Year.  Dr. Clopton has 
attained Fellow of the College of 
Optometrists in Vision Development in 
2006 and a Diplomate of the American 

Board of Optometry in 2013.  He is currently the Chairman of the 
Vision Re/habilitation Committee for the AOA.  Along with 5 
others, he is authoring the AOA Concussion Manual (to be 
released) and co-wrote the AOA Guidelines for - Coding and 
Billing for Vision Therapy and Neuro-re/habilitation. He is also 
U.S. Patent holder for System And Method For Real Time 
Monitoring And Dynamic Treatment Of Oculomotor Conditions. 
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AO                                             Dr. Cockrell is the executive vice 
president of corporate strategy at 
Williams Group.  In private practice in 
Kansas since 1980, Cockrell graduated 
from Oklahoma State University and 
received an optometry degree from the 
Southern College of Optometry. He was 
president of the Kansas Optometric 
Association in 1998, chairman of the State 
Government Relations Center for the 
American Optometric Association in 
2007, co-founder of the Eye Care Council 

and “See to Learn”  program, and recipient of numerous awards 
within his profession. 
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D                                             Dr. Devries has a degree in financial 

management from the University of 
Nevada and graduated from Pacific 
University College of Optometry. He is 
co-founder of Eye Care Associates of 
Nevada, a state-wide medical/surgical 
co-management referral practice. He is 
Clinical Director and the Optometric 
Residency Program Director for the 
state-wide practice. Dr. Devries  is past 
president of the Nevada Optometric 
Association and was named Nevada OD 

of the year in 1997. He is a Past President of the Great Western 
Council of Optometry and received the Optometrist of the year 
award in 2012 from the organization. He currently serves on the 
Medicare Carrier Advisory Committee, as well as the Counsel on 
Optometric Education.
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Meet the Cast

Crowne Plaza Hotel Ballroom
5:30 pm - 7:00 pm

All attendees & guests are invited to the 
GWCO Welcome Reception as we kick off  

GWCO Congress 2017.  Enjoy delicious food 
and connect with friends & colleagues.

Welcome Reception

Sponsored 
by 
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AO                                                 Dr. Dunbar graduated from the 
Michigan College of Optometry at Ferris 
State University in 1986 and did a Fellow-
ship in Ocular Disease at the Omni Eye 
Services of Lexington, KY.  Dr Dunbar has 
been a member of the optometric staff 
at the University of Miami’s Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute for over 25 years.  He 
currently serves as the Director of 
Optometric Services and the Optometry 
Residency Supervisor.  Dr Dunbar is a 
Fellow of the American Academy of 
Optometry and is a founding member of 

both the Optometric Glaucoma Society (OGS) and the Optomet-
ric Retina Society (ORS).  Dr. Dunbar also serves on the Editorial 
Board for Review of Optometry and currently writes the monthly 
Retina Quiz. 
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AO Dr. Ferrucci received his optometric 

degree from the New England College of 
Optometry in 1994 and completed his 
residency at the Sepulveda VA Hospital 
in Sepulveda, CA.  He is the Chief of 
Optometry at the Sepulveda VA in North 
Hills, CA, as well as Professor at SCCO/
Marshall B. Ketchum University. He has 
lectured and written extensively on the 
topics or retinal disease, macula 
degeneration and diabetes. He is a fellow 
in both the American Academy of 

Optometry as well  as the Optometric Retinal Society (ORS). He is 
currently Vice-President of the ORS, as well as the editor for the 
e-newsletter.
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D Dr. Fortenberry is an Associate 
Professor at the Rosenberg School of 
Optometry, University of the Incarnate 
Word.  Dr. Fortenberry graduated from 
Abilene Christian University and then the 
University of Houston, College of 
Optometry, where she also completed a 
Community-Based Family Practice 
Residency. Dr. Fortenberry is the 
Assistant Dean for Professional 
Advancement and serves as the Director 
of Continuing Education and 

Professional Relations at the Rosenberg School of Optometry. In 
addition, she is a partner in a private practice. She serves as a 
member of the Board of Trustees for the Texas Optometric 
Association. In 2013, Dr. Fortenberry was named the American 
Optometric Association’s Young Optometrist of the Year.
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D Dr. Hassell is an internist and a clinical 
instructor for the training of internal 
medicine residents. He is the principal 
investigator in a trial using nutritional 
interventions to reduce side effects of 
conventional cancer therapies. His 
internal medicine practice, the 
Comprehensive Risk Reduction Clinic, 
emphasizes evidence-based nutritional 
lifestyle management in the context of a 
thorough traditional medical model. Dr. 
Hassell’s practice incorporates both 

traditional and evidence-based alternative medical approaches. 
He is the co-author of “Good Food, Great Medicine,” a guide for 
using diet and lifestyle for optimal health. 
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                                                    Dr. Hoscheit is native of Caledonia, 
MN.  She received her B.A. in Biology 
and Theology from St. Olaf College and 
her Doctor of Optometry degree from 
the University of Houston College of 
Optometry.  She completed a 
residency in ocular disease/hospital-
based optometry at the Albuquerque 
V.A. Medical Center. Dr. Hoscheit 
recently launched her third start-up, 
EyeBridge Consulting Associates ODPA, 
which provides educational and 
consulting services to the healthcare 

industry and private practice community. In addition to 
teaching and consulting, Dr. Hoscheit sees patients part-time at 
Cherryville Eye Care.  Dr. Hoscheit has received numerous 
recognitions including being name by Primary Care Optometry 
News as one of the “PCON 250 Innovators in Optometry”, being 
named by the Charlotte Business Journal as a “Top Women in 
Business” and she has also been recognized in Vision Monday’s 
“Optometric Business Innovators” and in “40 Women with Vision”.
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tin                                               Mr. Martin has over 35 years of 

merchandising and management 
experience, with 18 years in the retail 
industry.   He started his career on the 
loading docks at Neiman Marcus and 
worked his way up to managing stores 
for this high-end luxury retailer. Doug 
perfected his skills in merchandising, 
marketing, selling, and inventory 
management while in the retail industry. 
In 1999, Doug entered the optical 
industry where he served as President of 
a two office, five doctor practice. Under 

his leadership he developed that practice into a market leader 
with 16 locations and 25 doctors over the next ten years.  Doug 
joined PECAA in 2012 as the Director of Membership.  He helped 
PECAA expand its membership into new markets by working 
with existing members, regional leaders, and vendor partners to 
identify new opportunities.
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D                                             Dr. Nanda practices alongside a corneal 

specialist at the Texas Eye Institute, a 
hospital-based ophthalmology group in 
Houston. At the Joy® Vision Center on the 
campus of the University of Houston 
College of Optometry (UHCO), she assists 
in the pre- and post-op management of 
iLASIK, Corneal Crosslinking, and ICLs 
(Implantable Collamer Lenses). Dr. Nanda 
is also a Clinical Professor at UHCO in the 
Cornea & Contact Lens Clinic and in the 
Medical Laboratory Procedures course. 

Dr. Nanda acquired her Doctorate from the Indiana University 
School of Optometry and completed her training at the 
Bascom-Palmer Eye Institute in Miami, FL. She has also served as 
a Chief Examiner on the National Board of Examiners in 
Optometry for several years. Dr. Nanda actively participates in 
Medical Missions by performing eye care and glaucoma 
evaluations both locally and internationally.

Meet the Cast
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an                                                Mr. Nolan is the executive vice 
president of Williams Group and the 
president of Practice Transitions. He is a 
graduate of Creighton University and 
studied Accounting and Finance at St. 
Louis University and Marquette 
University. He has been in practice 
management consulting with Williams 
Group since 1989. Bill is a well-known 
lecturer in the industry, and has 
presented at all of the major optometric 
venues in the United States, Canada, 

and Australia on staff management, optometric business 
finance, and organizational management. He also consults 
extensively on practice transitions and exit/entry strategies for 
practice ownership. He as also published a variety of articles on 
each of these subjects in national optometric journals.
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C Ms. O’Keefe is licensed in Virginia and 

has been practicing Opticianry since 
1981. She is a contributing writer for 
Vision Care Product News, a Senior 
Consultant for Gateway Provider 
Network and consults in the Virginia 
Beach, VA area. Jackie has written, 
published and presented numerous 
CPC/ABO courses and lectures on a 
variety of optical topics. She is Past 
President of the Opticians Association of 
Virginia, a founding member and Past 

President of the Opticians Association of Maine, active in the 
International Association of Lions Clubs and a volunteer for 
Maine’s Prevention of Blindness Programs.
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AO                                                 Dr. Sowka is a Professor of Optometry at 
Nova Southeastern University College of 
Optometry where he serves as Chief of 
The Advanced Care Service and Director 
of the Glaucoma Service at the College’s 
Eye Institute.  He is also Chair of the 
Department of Optometric Sciences. He 
is the longest tenured faculty member at 
the College. Dr. Sowka is a founding 
member of both the Optometric 
Glaucoma Society and Optometric 
Retina Society. He is also the Chair of the 

Neuro-Ophthalmic Disorders in Optometry Special Interest 
Group for the American Academy of Optometry. Dr. Sowka is a 
Glaucoma Diplomate of the American Academy of Optometry. 
He is the lead author of the annual Handbook of Ocular Disease 
Management published by Review of Optometry.
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AO                                              Dr. Than received her Doctorate of 
Optometry from Southern College of 
Optometry in Memphis, TN.  She then 
completed a residency in Primary Care 
with an emphasis in ocular disease in 
Tahlequah, OK.  She also has a Master of 
Science degree in physical chemistry.  
Currently, Dr. Than is a staff optometrist 
at the Carl Vinson VA Medical Center in 
Dublin, Georgia.  Prior to this she was a 
professor at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham School of Optometry.  She 

publishes in several of the optometric journals and lectures 
nationally on various subjects including therapeutics, 
dermatology, and ophthalmic lasers.    
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D                                                  Dr. Tokumaru is the Program Supervisor 
for the Optometry Residency in Ocular 
Disease/Low Vision at the Hampton VA 
Medical Center in Hampton, Virginia as 
well as the attending Optometrist in the 
Low Vision Clinic.  Dr. Tokumaru 
graduated from Brown University and 
the UC Berkeley School of Optometry 
and completed a VA residency in 
Hospital-Based Optometry/Low Vision at 
the Kansas City VA Medical Center.  Dr. 
Tokumaru has been active with the 
American Academy of Optometry, 

having served as Chair of the Lectures and Workshops, as well as 
lecturing regularly at the both local and national Optometry 
meetings.   Dr. Tokumaru is a Fellow of the Optometric Retina 
Society and a Candidate in the Low Vision Diplomate program of 
the Academy.
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C                                                  Ms. Toth is a professional speaker and 

marketing consultant for Innereactive 
Media, located in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. She grew up in an optical 
practice with multiple family members 
in the industry. An ABO certified optician 
herself, Samantha worked as a 
dispensing optician for eight years, as 
well as managed an independent 
optometric practice. Samantha 
completed her bachelor’s degree at 
Michigan State University. In 2003, she 
started Innereactive Media, a full service 

marketing company that specializes in the optical industry. 
Samantha is an ABO, NCLE, AOA, and COPE approved speaker 
and she lectures across the country teaching optometrists and 
opticians best practices for marketing their practices. Her niche 
expertise led her to be named one of “Most Influential Women in 
Optical,” and in 2016 her company won the Michigan 50 
Companies to Watch award.
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D Dr. Wroten received a BS in Chemical 
Engineering from Louisiana State 
University.  He graduated from Southern 
College of Optometry (SCO) before 
completing a Residency in Hospi-
tal-based Primary Eye Care at the 
Memphis VA Medical Center.  Dr. Wroten 
is a partner at the Bond-Wroten Eye 
Clinics, with 3 offices in SE Louisiana, and 
serves as the clinic’s Chief Operating 
Officer, while supervising its Family 
Practice Residency and Student 

Externship Programs, both of which he founded.  He has 
received appointment as Adjunct Faculty at several schools & 
colleges of optometry, has twice been elected President of the 
Optometry Association of Louisiana (OAL), co-chairs the OAL 
Education Committee, serves on the Louisiana State Board of 
Optometry Examiners, has been appointed to numerous 
committees within the AOA, and serves on the Board of Trustees 
for SCO. 

Meet the Cast



Check out the most 
updated 

information on the 
Mobile App

Search GWCO 2017 in your App Store 
or scan the QR code 

mobile app 
brought to you

by
mobile app 

brought 
to you

by

attendify.com/app/ytw7dm/

Scan Me

*Indicates that the event is only open to 
members/select attendees.

 CP= Crowne Plaza, 1441 2nd Ave, Portland, OR 
 OCC= Oregon Convention Center, 777 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Portland, OR

*Indicates that the event is only open to members/select attendees.
CP= Crowne Plaza, 1441 2nd Ave, Portland, OR                 OCC= Oregon Convention Center, 777 NE MLK Jr Blvd, Portland, OR

Great Western Council of Optometry   503-654-1062    gwco@gwco.org    www.gwco.org

Wednesday, September 27
*

Thursday, September 28

*

Friday, September 29

*
*

*
*
*

Saturday, September 30

*

*

Sunday, October 1

Tentative - Subject to Change

GWCO Congress 2017Congress Schedule at a Glance
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ALASKA OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION
  AKOA Joint Reception with OOPA & OPW
    Crowne Plaza
    Friday, September 29, 6:00-7:00 pm

  AKOA Annual Membership Meeting
     Crowne Plaza
    Friday, September 29, 7:00-10:00 pm

NEVADA OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION

OREGON OPTOMETRIC ASSOCIATION
  OOPA Advocacy Dinner Meeting
   Crowne Plaza
   Thursday, September 28, 6:30-8:30 pm

OOPA Joint Reception with OPW & AKOA
   Crowne Plaza
   Friday, September 29, 6:00 -7:00 pm

OOPA Membership Meeting
   Crowne Plaza
   Friday, September 29, 7:00-11:00 pm

  OOPA Board Meeting
   Crowne Plaza
   Saturday, September 30, 9:30-11:30 am

OPTOMETRIC PHYSICIANS OF WASHINGTON
OPW Executive Board Meeting
Crowne Plaza

  Friday, September 29, 2:00-4:00 pm 

OPW Joint Reception with OOPA & AKOA
Crowne Plaza
Friday, September 29, 6:00-7:00 pm

OPW Board Dinner Meeting
Crowne Plaza
Friday, September 29, 7:00-10:00 pm

Social Highlights 
GWCO Events State Events

Thursday, Sept. 28, 5:30-7:00 pm 
Crowne Plaza Hotel

Sponsored by:All attendees & guests are invited 
to the GWCO Welcome Reception 
as we kick off GWCO Congress 
2017.  Enjoy delicious food and 
connect  with friends & colleagues.

 Welcome Reception

Saturday, Sept. 30, 5:30-7:30 pm 
Oregon Convention Center
Let us join together as we celebrate the life of 
Dr. Harue Marsden, welcome Dr. Curtis Ono as Incoming 
GWCO President and honor our award recipients!

Don’t see your state’s events listed here?  
Check with your state directly!
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 Celebration Reception

Hall Hours

•	 Enjoy food & beverage!
•	 Play games in the Marketplace!
•	 Purchase the latest & greatest products!
•	 Relax with a complimentary massage!
•	 Win fabulous prizes! 

Friday, September 29 from 2:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Saturday, September 30 from 9:30 am - 11:00 am
Saturday, September 30 from 12:00 pm - 2:00 pm

Ribbon Cutting Sponsored 
by 

Exhibit Hall Marketplace
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9:30 am - 11:30 am
Student Educational Program 

11:30 - 2:00 pm 
Student Lunch Sponsored by:

Exhibit Hall Marketplace
Join us in the Exhibit Hall Marketplace to visit with exhibitors, win 
fabulous prizes, or get a 5-7 minute complimentary massage.  You 
won’t want to miss it.

Connect with Member States
Learn what the political environment is currently within the state, 
what laws govern the practice of optometry, and  the scope of 
optometry. 

Connect for Job Opportunities
Find the GWCO ConneX opportunity board at the Registration 
Desk.

2:00 - 5:00 pm 
Student Education Program

5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Celebration Reception

Social Highlights
(see page 12)

We invite you to attend the Welcome 
Reception, Celebration Reception, and all 
the fun that will be going on in the Exhibit 

Hall Marketplace! 

Additional Education
Interested in additional education?  Attend 

OD courses throughout the conference.  
Be sure to have your badge scanned upon 

entry to receive your CE Certificate.

Student Practitioner Program
Saturday, September 30

Student Registration

Welcome Students!

GWCO Welcomes Associate Members!
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Allied Ophthalmic Professionals 
Whether you are an optician, paraoptometric, in 

the billing department, or at the front desk; there 
is something for everyone at GWCO.  

AOP Education is accredited by NCLE, ABO & CPC.

plus

Join in the fun!!
All registered AOP’s are invited to 

attend GWCO 2017 events!

Thursday, September 28, 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Welcome Reception

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Food & Fun

Sponsored by PCLI

Saturday, September 29, 5:00 - 7:00 pm
Celebration Reception
Oregon Convention Center

Food, Fun, & Awards!

Friday, September 29, 2:00 - 4:30 pm
Saturday, September 30, 9:30 - 11:00 am 
Saturday, September 30, 12:00 - 2:00 pm

Exhibit Hall Marketplace 
OCC, Exhibit Hall D

Food, Fun, Games & Prizes

Come to GWCO for free with the purchase of one 
OD registration before August 16th! 

Ask your Optometrist if they are attending 
GWCO 2017 and let them know about this 

excellent deal!

I really enjoyed all of the education and can’t wait 
to pass it along to my teammates. Thank you GWCO! - GWCO Congress AOP Attendee  ”“
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9:30 am - 1:00 pm

Register Today!
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Test yourself on everything you learned 
in optometry school while making a trip 
to Pacifi c University. This interactive, quiz-
style lecture will provide participants with a 
chance to review common, and uncommon, 
optometric facts from all facets of patient 
care.  We will challenge participants to recall 
key points from hallmark publications, make 
clinical decisions, and challenge to remember 
the foundational principles of care.  After 
participants have made their selection, we 
will discuss the relative information that 
supports the correct answer.  This interactive 
lecture will promote collaboration amongst 

colleagues.                 

Saturday, September 30    
CE Bus Tour

Paci� c University College of Optometry

Eye-Q  2017

CE Time:   
2 Hours (COPE Pending CE)          

Category:        
GO (General Optometry)        

Optometric Position
Are you 

searching for an

GWCOCome to 
for your future opportunities!

Connex
You will fi nd a

Job           Board

For more information and immediate conne   ions, 
go to www.gwco.org

inside the Exhibit Hall Marketplace along with an area 
available for you to make on-site conne   ions 

& conduct a brief interview.

GWCO is here to help make conne   ions easy!

Seeking an Associate

x
xR

x
x

?
ConnexGWCO

or



HANDS-ON WORKSHOP
In most optometric offices, eyeglass sales typically produce 40–50 

percent of total practice revenue and is the largest single source of 

revenue. When lens products and frame inventory is strategic, the 

optical can be a profit center. On the contrary, when there is no form 

of inventory management in place, some of the important choices 

required for success are not made consciously. 

This workshop helps doctors and office managers evaluate the 

financial health of their optical and provides sales training, optical 

merchandising tactics, and strategic marketing tips proven to increase 

sales and team performance in your optical.

OPTOMETRIC PRACTICE SOURCES OF REVENUE

WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
• Doctors
• Practice Administrators
• Managers
• Opticians 

WHAT WILL I LEARN? 
• Optical Merchandising
• Frame Board Management
• Assortment Planning
• Budgeting
• Sales Training
• Event Planning & Promotions
• Traditional & Digital Marketing

Sponsored by an unrestricted educational grant from:

PRESCRIPTION 
EYEWEAR

44%

MEDICAL
EYE CARE

17%

EYE EXAMS

21%

CONTACT
LENSES

16%

OTHER

2%

SOURCE: MBA PRACTICE PROFILE

DESIGN, MANAGE, & MARKET
A THRIVING OPTICAL

5-Hour CE Optical Program w/ Lunch



CenterVue 
www.centervue.com Booth #1003

ClearVision Optical 
www.cvoptical.com Booth #708

Coburn Technologies 
www.coburntechnologies.com Booth #703

CooperVision 
www.coopervision.com Booth #406

Diopsys, Inc 
www.diopsys.com Booth #1103

Doctor Multimedia 
www.doctormultimedia.com Booth #1210

Ellman, A Cynosure Company 
www.ellman.com Booth #1203

Essilor of America/
Essilor Labs 
www.essilorusa.com

Booth #309,
310

Evergreen Eye Center 
www.evergreeneye.com Booth #302

Eye Designs 
www.eyedesigns.com Booth #506

Eye Power Kids 
www.eyepowerkidswear.com Booth #5

Fashion Optical Displays 
www.fashionoptical.com Booth #905

Heidelberg Engineering 
www.HeidelbergEngineering.com Booth #806

Hoya Vision 
www.hoyavision.us Booth #M

ABB OPTICAL GROUP 
www.abboptical.com Booth #504

Acuity Pro Software 
www.acuitypro.com Booth #605

Alcon 
www.alcon.com Booth #906-

907

Allergan, Inc. 
www.allergan.com Booth #D

AMIGOS Eye Care 
www.amigoseyecare.com Booth #3

AOAExcel 
www.aoa.org/aoaexcel Booth #Hall D 

Lobby

Bausch + Lomb 
www.bausch.com/ecp/ Booth #910

Beauty and Beyond 
www.truffoire.com Booth #203

Beaver-Visitec International 
www.odysseymed.com Booth #403

Bio-Tissue 
www.biotissue.com Booth #303

BlephEx, LLC. 
BlephEx.com Booth #13

Bruder Healthcare Company 
www.bruder.com Booth #608

Carl Zeiss Meditec 
www.meditec.zeiss.com Booth #B

Carl Zeiss Vision 
www.zeiss.com Booth #B
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NovaBay Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
www.Avenova.com Booth #909

OASIS Medical Inc. 
www.oasismedical.com Booth #1005

OCULUS, Inc. 
www.oculususa.com Booth #705

OcuSci Inc 
www.ocusci.com Booth #1305

OCuSOFT, Inc. 
www.ocusoft.com Booth #904

OOGP 
www.oogp.com Booth #306

Optometry Giving Sight 
www.givingsight.org Booth #505

Optos, Inc 
www.optos.com Booth #F

Optovue 
www.optovue.com Booth #E

Oregon Optometric Physicians Asso-
ciation 
www.oregonoptometry.org

Booth #207

OVVO Optics 
www.ovvooptics.com Booth #1106

OWP USA, Inc 
www.owpusa.com Booth #1004

Professional Eye Care Association of 
America 
www.pecaa.com

Booth #7

Quantel Medical 
www.quantel-medical.com Booth #1206

Icare USA 
www.icare-usa.com Booth #308

IDOC 
www.idoc.net Booth #210

Innexus by Innereactive 
www.getinnexus.com Booth #710

Integra LifeSciences (fka BioD) 
www.integralife.com Booth #1208

Johnson & Johnson Vision 
www.AcuvueProfessional.com Booth #307

Lacrimedics, Inc. 
www.lacrimedics.com Booth #807

Lombart Instrument 
www.lombartinstrument.com Booth #607

Luneau Technology USA 
www.luneautechusa.com Booth #1

MacuHealth 
www.macuhealth.com Booth #404

Maculogix 
www.maculogix.com Booth #405

Marco 
www.marco.com Booth #803-

804

MaximEyes by First Insight 
www.first-insight.com Booth #305

MiBo Medical Group 
www.mibomedicalgroup.com Booth #1205

Nordic Naturals 
www.nordicnaturals.com Booth #610
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TLC Laser Eye Center 
www.TLCVision.com Booth #810

Vision Technologies, Inc 
www.visiontechnw.com Booth #C

VSP Optics Group 
www.vspopticsgroup.com Booth #11

Walman Instruments 
www.walmanoptical.com Booth #604

Walman Optical 
www.walmanoptical.com Booth #603

Walmart H&W 
www.careers.walmart.com Booth #104

Weave 
www.getweave.com Booth #704

Williams Group 
www.thewilliamsway.com Booth #707

X-Cel Specialty Contacts 
www.xcelspecialtycontacts.com Booth #1006

YOUNGER OPTICS 
www.youngeroptics.com Booth #709

RevolutionEHR 
www.revolutionehr.com Booth #805

Sanofi Genzyme 
www.sanofigenzyme.com Booth #205

Santinelli International 
www.santinelli.com Booth #503

ScienceBased Health 
www.sciencebasedhealth.com Booth #209

Shire 
www.shire.com Booth #1104

Singlecare 
www.singlecare.com Booth #609

Solutionreach 
www.solutionreach.com Booth #809

Spectrum Ophthalmics, Inc. 
www.spectrumophthalmics.com Booth #G

Sun Ophthalmics 
www.sunophthalmics.com Booth #12

SynergEyes, Inc 
www.synergeyes.com Booth #903

TearLab 
www.tearlab.com Booth #1207

TearScience 
www.tearscience.com Booth #301

TelScreen 
www.telscreen.com Booth #1201-

1202

Think About Your Eyes 
www.thinkaboutyoureyes.com Booth #6
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Thursday, September 28
r OD OD Information Seminar ($50 Rebate)  seating limited to first 100 OCC 7:00-8:00 am

r OD/AOP How to Distinguish Physiologic Cupping from Glaucoma (Chaglasian)
COPE 52093-GL, CPC OCC 8:00-9:00 am

r OD Cancer and the Eye What the Primary Care OD Needs to Know (Than, Tokumaru)
COPE 49574-SD OCC 8:00-9:00 am

r OD Glaucoma Pharmacology (Sowka)
COPE 53313-GL OCC 8:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP Fundus Photography Learning Lab (Chaglasian) 
COPE 54464-GL, CPC   (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) OCC 9:00-10:00 am

r OD Pharmacology of Injectable Meds (Than)
COPE 53501-PH OCC 9:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP Contemporary Glaucoma Analysis (Chaglasian, Sowka, Tokumaru, Than)
COPE 53570-GL, CPC OCC 10:00-12:00 pm

r OD Ocular Lumps & Bumps: An Organized Approach to Diagnosis and Management (Than)
COPE 49999-AS OCC 1:00-2:00 pm

r OD/AOP Ocular Emergencies for the Primary Care Optometrist (Chaglasian)
COPE 48551-AS, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 1:00-3:00 pm

r OD Getting to the Point - Injection uses for Optometrists (Buckingham)
COPE 54735-IS   (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) OCC 1:00-5:00 pm

r OD Retinal Disease Management in Primary Care  (Tokumaru)
COPE 47338-PS OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r OD Rules and Exceptions in Neuro-Ophthalmic Disease  (Sowka)
COPE 49232-NO OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

r OD Anterior Uveitis: An Organized Approach to Diagnosis and Management  (Than, Tokumaru)
COPE 53492-AS OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

r OD/AOP Capital Investments in Dry Eye Disease That Make Cents (and dollars) (Devries)
COPE 54742-AS, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

Friday, September 29
r OD OD Information Seminar ($50 Rebate)  (seating limited to first 100) OCC 7:00-8:00 am

r OD Off-Label is Still Not Off-Limits (Bloomenstein)
COPE 49047-PH OCC 8:00-9:00 am

r AOP Case History - a Basis for the Basics (Fortenberry)
ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 8:00-9:00 am

r OD/AOP 5-Hr Optical Program - Merchandising 101- the Seven Fundamentals of Effective Merchandising (Martin)
COPE,  ABO, CPC OCC 8:00-9:00 am

r OD Scratching the Surface Corneal Debridement Workshop (Nanda)
COPE 52567-SP (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) OCC 8:00-10:00 am

r OD The Greatest Ocular Surface Disease Course-Ever (Devries)
COPE 48725-AS OCC 8:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP CPR Re-Certification Course  (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) 8:00-11:00 am

r OD whatdoIdodoc Cases from the Phone (Bloomenstein)
COPE 49405-OP OCC 9:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP 5-Hr Optical Program - Optical Budgeting and Frame Board Management (Martin)
COPE, ABO, CPC OCC 9:00-10:00 am

r AOP Preliminary Tests Made Easy (Fortenberry)
ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 9:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP 5-Hr Optical Program - Planning a Successful Optical Event (Toth)
COPE, ABO, CPC OCC 10:00-11:00 am

r OD The Dating Game: Anterior Segment Edition (Bloomenstein, Devries, Nanda)
COPE 54691-AS OCC 10:00-12:00 pm

r AOP Clinical Procedures (Fortenberry)
ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 10:00-12:00 pm

r OD Scleral Lens Workshop (TBD)
 OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD/AOP 5-Hr Optical Program - How to Get the Most Out of Your Marketing (Toth)
COPE, ABO, CPC Pending OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD Differentiating and Treating Dry Eye Workshop Part I (Bloomenstein)
COPE 49412-AS  (pre-registration required)  (Fee Course)  (Part I & II Required) OCC 1:00-2:00 pm

r OD Diagnosis in Dry Eye New Technologies and Their Role in Clinical Practice (Devries)
COPE 51614-AS OCC 1:00-2:00 pm

r OD Corneal Cross-linking: The Fundamentals (Nanda)
COPE 52598-PO OCC 1:00-2:00 pm

r AOP Communication Skills in an Optometric Setting (Fortenberry)
ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 1:00-2:00 pm

r OD Differentiating and Treating Dry Eye Workshop Part II (Bloomenstein)
COPE 49412-AS    (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) (Part I & II Required) OCC 4:30-5:30 pm

r OD Creating A Dry Eye Center of Excellence with Self Retaining Amniotic Tissue (Devries)
COPE 47917-AS OCC 4:30-5:30 pm

r OD/AOP Forget Facebook:  These “Contacts” Really Matter (Nanda)
COPE 52679-CL, CPC, NCLE OCC 4:30-5:30 pm

Course Guide
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Course Guide
Saturday, September 30

r OD/AOP Diabetes: Are You Up To Date? (Chous)
COPE 52022-SD, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 7:30-8:30 am

r OD/AOP Clinical Decisions in Glaucoma (Dunbar)
COPE 49529-GL, CPC OCC 7:30-8:30 am

r OD/AOP How to Get More From Your OCT (Ferrucci)
COPE, ABO, CPC, NCLE  (pre-registration required) (Fee Course) OCC 7:30-9:30 am

r OD/AOP Food Nutrition vs. Supplement Nutrition for Eye Health (Hassell, Renzi-Hammond)
COPE, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 7:30-9:30 am

r AOP Optical Family Feud (O’Keefe)
ABO, CPC OP-0055-15 OCC 7:30-9:30 am

r OD/AOP Diabetes Disasters (Chous)
COPE 52021-SD, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 8:30-9:30 am

r OD/AOP Landmark Studies from the NEI (Dunbar)
COPE 50552-GO, CPC Pending OCC 8:30-9:30 am

r OD OD Information Seminar ($50 Rebate)  seating limited to first 100 OCC 8:30-9:30 am

r Student Student Educational Course OCC 9:30-11:00 am

r OD PUCO CE Bus Tour
COPE  (pre-registration required)  (limited to PUCO Alumni) OCC 9:30-1:00 pm

r OD Multiple Sclerosis: Some Basics Worth Understanding (Chous)
COPE 52199-NO OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD Posterior Segment Disease Case Challenges (Ferrucci)
COPE 43441-PS OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r AOP Dispensing to the Elderly (O’Keefe)
ABO, CPC OP-0027-16 OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD/AOP Help! I’m Drowning: Utilizing Super Techs in Your Practice (Cockrell)
COPE, ABO, CPC, NCLE Pending OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD/AOP Co-Managing the Diabetic Patient How To Diagnose and Manage The At-Risk Patient (Dunbar)
COPE 49883-SD, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD Cloak and Dagger Retinal Clues to Systemic Disease (Ferrucci)
COPE 43439-PS OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r OD/AOP Welcome Aboard the Sweet Titanic Added Sugars, Cancer, Heart Disease and Diabetes Dead Ahead (Chous)
COPE 44770-SD, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r AOP My Top Ten Tips for Excellence Through Optics (O’Keefe)
ABO, CPC OP-0056-15 OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r OD/AOP My Vision is Blurry, Could It Be from My Medications (Dunbar)
COPE 49460-OP, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r OD/AOP Office Design and Workflow Efficiency (Cockrell)
COPE, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r Student Student Educational Course OCC 2:00-3:00 pm

r OD/AOP Diabetes Cases Studies From The Experts Developing an Eye Care Diabetes Center of Excellence (Chous, 
Dunbar, Ferrucci)  COPE 53938-SD, ABO, CPC, NCLE OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

r AOP I’m Not Just a Frame on a Board (O’Keefe)
ABO, CPC OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

r OD/Student Practice Transition Planning, Valuing, Financing:  Implementing the Right Plan for You (Nolan, Wroten)
COPE 45269-PM OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

r Student Student Educational Course OCC 3:00-5:00 pm

Sunday, October 1
r OD/AOP How to Bring Vision Therapy Into Your Practice (Clopton)

COPE 54421-FV, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 8:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP Believe It or Not! -  Amazing Eye Tech, Astounding Therapies, & Pioneering Procedures (Part 1) (Wroten)
COPE 51847-PD, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 8:00-10:00 am

r OD/AOP Concussion for Primary Care Optometrists (Clopton)
COPE 43848-NO, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 10:00-11:00 am

r OD/AOP Believe It or Not! - Amazing Eye Tech, Astounding Therapies, Pioneering Procedures (Part 2) (Wroten)
COPE 51848-PS, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 10:00-12:00 pm

r OD/AOP Optometric consideration of dizziness, balance, and vertigo (Clopton)
COPE 54426-NO, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 11:00-12:00 pm

r OD/AOP Coding and Billing for Vision Therapy and Neuro-Rehabilitation Success (Clopton)
COPE 54637-PM, ABO, CPC, NCLE CP 1:00-3:00 pm

r OD/AOP
Current Optometric Health Promotion As Evidenced by Federal Health Policies ODs Survivor Kit for 
MACRA and Registries (Wroten)
COPE  48321-PB, ABO, CPC, NCLE

CP 1:00-3:00 pm

OCC " Oregon Convention Center  CP " Crowne Plaza




