
The Coveted N.Y.T. B.S. 



What IS the N.Y.T. B.S. List? 
New York Times Best-Sellers List: 
•  Select samples of wholesalers and retailers… 

not all of them. 
•  Stores like Walmart, Target, etc. are not 

included. 
•  Amazon reports, not always included. 



What IS the N.Y.T. B.S. List? 
New York Times Best-Sellers Categories: 
•  Some include Top 10. Some Top 25. Some more. 
•  Niched categories and very general categories. 
•  Not organized or structured to make sense 

(unlike Amazon)… organized and structured to 
make big publishers more money. 



What Does it REALLY Take? 
How the N.Y.T. B.S. List Works: 
1.  Books sell at retailers (B&N, B.A.M., etc.) 
2.  Retailers and wholesalers report sales to 

N.Y.T… Weekly. 
3.  N.Y.T. publishes a weekly B.S. list of top books 

sold that week. 



What Does it REALLY Take? 
Is it really a best seller? 
•  Some books sell 3,000 copies. 
•  Some sell 10,000 copies. 
•  Some sell 15,000 copies. 
•  How many does it take to be a real best seller? 



Is It All Just B.S.? 
The B.S. of the N.Y.T. B.S. List… 
•  One book may sell 3,000 copies in one week 

and make it on the list. And never sell another 
copy. 

•  Another book may sell 50,000 copies in 6 
months and never make it on the list. 



Is It All Just B.S.? 
The B.S. of the N.Y.T. B.S. List… 
•  N.Y.T. reserves the right to accept or reject any 

title for any reason despite factual sales data. 
(William Peter Blatty case) 

•  Retailers fudge numbers to boost sales on 
“favorites.” 



Is It All Just B.S.? 
The B.S. of the N.Y.T. B.S. List… 
•  Authors and publishers regularly manipulate 

their way onto the list. (More on this later.) 
•  Wholesale + Retail = double reporting… 
•  AND 40% of all wholesale books are returned. 



Is It All Just B.S.? 
The B.S. of the N.Y.T. B.S. List… 
•  Bulk sales are marked with a dagger. 
•  N.Y.T. “voter” card… manipulates retailers. 
•  Authors regularly buy their way onto lists… 

unethical? (ResultSource) 
•  And… finally… “Self-Published” books are  NOT 

eligible to be counted. 



Other Lists… 
There’s more than just the N.Y.T.: 
•  The Wall Street Journal 
•  U.S.A. Today 
•  Publishers Weekly 
•  Indie Bestsellers/IndieBound 
•  Powells 



Other Lists… 
There’s more than just the N.Y.T.: 
•  Los Angeles Times (L.A. area only) 
•  Chicago Tribune (best of the midwest) 
•  San Francisco Chronicle (top sellers in Bay Area) 
•  Barnes and Noble 
•  Amazon.com 



Be a Best Seller! 
How to get on a list… 
•  Create a HIGH QUALITY book 

(listen to Module 2!) 
•  Don’t look self-published 

(Book a session: KristenOnDemand.com) 
•  Market, market, market! 


