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www.apsva.us/kenmore
This school is fully accredited by the State of Virginia and through the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools.

Visit www.apsva.us and click on “About Us” for information about test results and 
the school population.

Kenmore Middle School is entering its 18th year as an arts 
and communications technology focus school.  The middle 
school curriculum is taught through the arts as well as through 
communications technology. Because of the school’s focus, students are 
engaged in learning activities throughout the day which integrate visual 
art, dance and movement, drama, and music, as well as various forms 
of communications technology.  Students from throughout Arlington 
may choose to attend Kenmore. Bus transportation is provided for those 
living outside the neighborhood attendance zone.

The school’s focus provides students with alternative ways to 
learn. Based on Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences, 
the program seeks to encourage students to use all eight intelligences: 
musical, visual, verbal, logical, kinesthetic, interpersonal, intrapersonal 
and environmental. In addition to paper and pencil tasks, students are 
assessed using multimedia presentations, such as the Duke Ellington 
project that was shared with President Obama when he visited the 
school in the spring of 2011. Thus, learning at Kenmore is active and 
engaging whereby students integrate the arts and technology into 
learning.

Students have access to five computer labs, video conferences, 
laptops, iPads, SMART boards, distance learning, interactive response 
systems, a television studio, as well as web-based applications. 
Kenmore earned recognition in 2011 as the SMART Showcase School 
of the Year and recently added a technology-enhanced classroom 
outfitted with multiple SMART boards which was the first of its kind in 
the state of Virginia.  Creative applications of technology are a hallmark 
of the school, and last year the APS Teacher of the Year was Kenmore’s 
Technology Education Teacher.

 Kenmore is a member of the Kennedy Center’s Changing 
Education Through the Arts (CETA) partnership. The partnership 
provides teachers with the tools and resources to integrate the arts 
into instruction, and the faculty regularly participates in professional 
development for arts integration. Kenmore’s faculty also meets 
routinely in Collaborative Learning Teams as part of the Professional 
Learning Community journey which was begun in the summer of 2007.  

INSTRUCTIONAL HIGHLIGHTS
• Arts integration and communications technology focus
• Teachers organized into Collaborative Learning Teams 

(interdisciplinary and departmental)
• Partnerships with the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, 

Bowen-McCauley Dance, Arlington County Fire Department, 
PNC Bank and the Ritz-Carlton

• Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) ongoing 
professional development

• Kenmore Cougar News, multimedia classes, and video journalism
• SMART Showcase School 
• Math Counts
• Dance instruction and performances
• Instructional field trips to The Kennedy Center, Smithsonian 

Environmental Research Center, the Outdoor Lab and the Ritz-
Carlton at Pentagon City

• Advanced orchestra and band
• Life Skills classes and  Multiple Interventions Program for 

Students with Autism
• Intensified mathematics
• Distance Learning classes in Latin, Chinese, and Arabic 
• Showtime elective program for grade 6 
• ACT II—additional electives offered on Tuesdays and Thursdays
• Positive Behavior Interventions and supports (PBIS) and 

Character Education
• Young Ladies of Adama, Latinas Leading Tomorrow, HILT Service 

Club and the Kenmore Scholars Project leadership programs
• Focus Fest
• Teen Advisory Board
• Math and reading strategies courses
• Science Fair, Science Night, Coffee Houses, poetry readings, Pi 

Day, Market Day, Ellis Island Simulation, and a host of other 
content-specific celebrations of learning

AWARDS AND RECOGNITION 2013-14
• 2014 APS Teacher of the Year- Cassidy Nolen
• Twenty-one 7th and 8th grade students presented to the Virginia 

Junior Academy of Sciences at Virginia Commonwealth 
University.

• FACS students selected by the Ritz-Carlton for Skype interview 
with Fabian Costeau’s Mission 31

• iRead 40 Book Challenge winners including multiple author visits 
and book distributions (see Twitter feed)

• Best in Fair for middle school students, American Meteorological 
Society’s Annual Science Fair, UMD 2014

• Scholastic Art Contest winners
• KMS Rain Garden service learning initiative
• Boys’ soccer county champs
• Kid Wind Project
• KMS Fencing Team winners


