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Goals of the Two-Way Immersion Program 

 

The Arlington Public Schools Two-Way Immersion Program promotes the following goals 

for its students:  

           

 the development and maintenance of Spanish and English proficiency in listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing 

 high academic achievement in content areas in both languages 

 cross-cultural understanding 

 the integration of students with a wide range of abilities 

 a positive environment in which the minority language (Spanish) is respected and 

celebrated 

 

Key Elements of the Arlington Two-Way Immersion Program 
 

The Two-Way Immersion Program includes the following key elements: 
 

 begins at the kindergarten level 

 offers half-day content instruction in English and Spanish 

 develops communication skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing in English and 

Spanish 

 teaches content  in a way that is meaningful to students and relates to real-life 

experiences and needs 

 maintains expectations for high academic achievement in both languages 

 provides opportunities for students of varied abilities, levels, learning styles, and needs to 

develop a second language, and to communicate with and respect other cultures  

 provides a cooperative learning environment based on high expectations for each child 

 has a clearly articulated middle school program with Spanish language content instruction in 

social studies, science, and Spanish language arts 

 provides a continuing Spanish Language Arts program at Wakefield High School 
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LANGUAGE AND COMMUNICATION GOALS 

GRADES K-5 
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Kindergarten 
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 (By the end of the year, most students…) 

 

 

 
 

LISTENING AND VIEWING 

 

 can begin to understand short utterances drawn 

from familiar material 

 can react to one-step classroom commands 

 begin to understand who, what, where, when, 

how questions in familiar text 

 follow simple oral directions with one and two 

steps 

 recognize the sounds of the 5 vowels, and all 

beginning consonants 

 understand the message in stories read during 

read-aloud time.  

 

 

SPEAKING 

 Begin to make simple apologies and courtesies 

 Use greetings/farewells when appropriate 

 begin to express likes and dislikes based on 

learned patterns (A mi me/no me gusta….) 

(quiero tomar agua) 

 begin to describe basic emotional state (i.e., 

estoy feliz/triste/bien/mal ) 

 begin to create simple statements with familiar 

material related to the content areas (ex: la 

planta tiene hojas) (hay 5 dedos en una mano) 

 can give autobiographical information: name, 

and age using a complete sentence 

 can answer questions about topics studied in 

class 

 can name and identify classroom objects 

 can recite poetry, chants and songs with 

guidance from teacher 

 

READING 

 

 begin to participate in choral reading 

 begin to use and develop sight vocabulary 

 begin to order series of events in familiar stories  

 begin to use context clues for word recognition  

 can read original writing (which uses  patterned 

sentences and/or invented spelling) aloud  to 

others 

 

 

WRITING 

 

 begin to label familiar objects 

 begin to write about topics that are familiar using 

patterned sentences, and with teacher guidance 

 use prewriting techniques to develop writing, 

such as: looking at picture, drawing, talking 

 use and recognize conventions of print: 

(punctuation, spacing, upper and lower case 

letters) 

 use invented spelling 

 write one or more phrases on a related topic 

 

 

CULTURE 

Students will be exposed to: 

 identify holidays and special celebrations  

 songs, music, and dance from  Spanish-speaking 

countries 

 understand customs in reference to holidays 
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FIRST 

(By the end of the year, most students…) 

 
 

 

LISTENING AND VIEWING 

 can understand short utterances drawn from 

familiar material 

 can react to classroom commands 

 begin to understand who, what, where, when, 

how questions 

 follow simple oral directions 

 recognize the sounds of the letters 

 listen to simple stories, understanding the 

message 

 

 

 

 

READING 

 begin to read simple, patterned short stories 

 begin to use and develop sight vocabulary 

 begin to participate in choral reading 

 make simple inferences from looking at 

pictures 

 begin to order series of events 

 read group-generated and self-composed stories 

 begin to use context clues for word recognition 

 can read original writing aloud  to others 

 

SPEAKING 

 make simple apologies and courtesies 

 give greetings/farewells 

 begin to express what one prefers based on 

learned patterns (A mi me gusta….) 

 begin to express state of physical condition 

based on learned patterns (Me duele…, Tengo 

hambre) 

 begin to describe basic emotional state (i.e., 

estoy feliz, triste, etc.) 

 begin to create simple statements with familiar 

material 

 can give autobiographical information: name, 

age, and phone number 

 can ask/answer questions using learned 

utterances or memorized material about a 

variety of everyday topics 

 can name and identify classroom objects 

 begin to narrate recurring events in the present 

time (daily routine/leisure activities) 

 begin to give basic commands 

 recite poetry, chants and songs 

 

 

 

CULTURE 

Students can: 

 identify holidays and special celebrations and 

related song, music, and dance 

 understand customs in reference to holidays 

 

WRITING 

 begin to label familiar objects 

 begin to write about topics that are familiar (see 

language contexts and functional skills) and 

topics in the content areas (weather, space, 

balance and motion) 

 use prewriting techniques to develop writing 

 looking at picture 

 drawing 

 talking 

 use and recognize conventions of print: 

punctuation, spacing upper and lower case 

letters 

 make changes in the content of a story for 

clarity and elaboration with guidance 

 use invented spelling 

 write two or three sentences on a related topic 

 

 

END-OF-YEAR WRITING EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Composing: Writes sentences related to the topic (a 

minimum of 3) 
 

Sentence Formation: Writes simple sentences 
 

Mechanics: Demonstrates knowledge of gender 

and number agreement (sometimes) 

Uses capital letters appropriately 

(sometimes) 

Demonstrates knowledge of 

punctuation usage (sometimes) 
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Second Grade  
(By the end of the year, most students…) 

 

 

LISTENING AND VIEWING 

 can understand simple questions and answers 

 can follow oral directions 

 can understand simple statements 

 can understand concepts given manipulative 

experiences 

 listen to stories, understanding the message 

 can understand message or story expressed in a 

video 

 can listen to a taped story and follow along with 

the accompanying text 

 begin to recognize past tense of common verbs 

 

READING 

 can read patterned material 

 can get the main idea, and some supporting detail 

 can sequence main events in a story 

 can read simple forms, tables, and schedules 

 can derive meaning of simple material using context 

with visuals 

 can share ideas about what is read 

 participate in oral reading experiences in a group 

 use context clues for word recognition 

SPEAKING 

 can make polite inquiries 

 can give basic biographical information (name 

address, phone number, family members, and 

place of origin) 

 can ask and answer simple questions 

 can describe with some detail 

 can give information in academic and social 

contexts 

 can use common verbs in the present tense 

 can discuss details of pictures in content area 

books to gain information 

 can recite poetry 

 can use the target language to work with others 

 begin to use who, what, where, when, how 

questions 

 can give basic commands within the context of 

the classroom 

 can create simple statements with familiar 

material 

 can express feelings about emotional and 

physical conditions (Me duele…., Tengo 

hambre) 

begin to use near future (ir a + infinitivo)  

 

 

CULTURE 

Students can: 

 explore geography in the target culture 

 demonstrate cultural understanding of the 

different countries 

Suggested topics should include: 

 family and home, meal times and different 

types of food 

 cultural celebrations to include additional 

holidays, music, and the arts 

WRITING 

 can write simple active, affirmative, and negative 

declarative sentences in present tense with attention to 

agreement (subject-verb) 

 can write a simple, descriptive paragraph on topics that 

are familiar (see language contexts and functional 

skills) and about topics in the content areas (life cycles, 

solar system, animals, patterns) 

 begin to compose a simple story with a beginning, 

middle and end 

 recognize and use some print convention 

experimenting with indentation, and the functions of 

the forms of punctuation- beginning and ending 

punctuation marks (?!,.) 

 review a rough draft, recombining sentences and 

identifying mechanical errors 

 

END-OF-YEAR WRITING EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Composing: Completely develops the topic but ideas lack 

organization 
 

Style:            Experiments with some details and      

descriptive language using general 

vocabulary 
 

Sentence       Experiments with different types of  

Formation:   sentences but simple sentences dominate 
 

Usage:           Correctly uses verb forms in the present 

tense (sometimes) 

Correctly uses grammatical agreement for 

subject-verb, number and  gender 

(sometimes) 
 

Mechanics: Correctly uses spelling (sometimes) 

                     Correctly uses punctuation at the start and/or 

end of sentences (sometimes) 

                     Correctly uses capital letters (sometimes) 

 

Third Grade 
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(By the end of the year, most students…) 
 

LISTENING AND VIEWING 
 can understand questions and answers 

 can listen for meaning in discussions and 

conversations 

 can listen to a story, interpreting meaning 

 can understand information on a topic 

 can distinguish between formal/informal language 

forms (tú, usted) 

 can take simple dictations with target vocabulary and 

language conventions 

 

READING 
 can get the main ideas, and some supporting details from 

a reading selection  

 can read forms, tables, and schedules 

 can scan authentic material for specific information 

(schedules, calendar) 

 can distinguish between fact and opinion 

 can identify elements of fiction 

 can recognize first and third person in narrations 

 can identify cause and effect 

 can compare and contrast characters, settings, and events 

in reading selections 

 

SPEAKING 
 begin to give opinions 

 can ask and answer questions 

 can describe with detail using some adjectives and 

adverbs 

 can narrate events in the present tense 

 continue to use near future in everyday expressions 

 experiment with the past tense of commonly used 

verbs 

 can engage in simple conversation on topics relating 

to everyday life  

 can participate in conversations in academic settings 

 can summarize learning experiences 

 can make simple oral reports 

 ask/answer who, what, where, when, how questions 

 can retell a story 

WRITING 
 can write active, affirmative, and negative declarative and 

interrogative sentences in present and experiment past tense 

 can write a descriptive paragraph or story on a range of 

topics that include personal experiences, hobbies, school, 

and home life 

 can take simple dictation with attention to target spelling 

conventions (sílabas con tra-que-cie-) with (diptongos, 

triptongos, hiatos) 

 can use punctuation and standard spelling 

 can select topings for independent writing 

 can evaluate suggestions from writing conferences 

 can rewrite for publication 

 can maintain a supervised writing portfolio 

 

VOCABULARY: Students will master vocabulary selected 

for this grade level. 

 

CULTURE 
Students can: 

 explore additional aspects of geography to include 

capital cities of countries in Latin America 

 begin to develop an awareness of lifestyles and 

traditions in various countries where the language is 

spoken 

 foster cultural understanding of the different countries 

  

Suggested topics should include: 

 family and home life 

 types of food 

 holidays 

music and the arts 

 

END-OF-YEAR WRITING EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Composing:  Fully develops the topic following a logical 

sequence 
 

Style:             Enhances writing experimenting with some 

details and descriptive language and with a 

mix of specific and general vocabulary 
 

Sentence       Uses a mix of simple and complex sentences 

Formation:   but without using connectors between them 
 

Usage:            Correctly uses verb forms  in the present and 

experiments with future and preterit (usually)  

                       Correctly uses grammatical agreement for 

subject-verb, number and gender (usually) 
 

Mechanics:    Correctly uses spelling, capitalization and 

punctuation (usually) 

                       Correctly uses paragraph format (usually) 

 

 

Fourth Grade 
(By the end of the year, most students…) 
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LISTENING AND VIEWING 

 can understand more complex conversation with 

familiar topics 

 can extract specific information and synthesize with 

previous knowlege 

 can listen to stories, reflecting on what is heard 

 can listen for meaning in discussions and 

conversations  

 can recognize and the past tense  

 can recognize the use of common reflexive verbs 

 can take simple dictations with target vocabulary and 

language conventions 

READING 

 can derive meaning using visual and context clues 

 can read social notes, letters, and invitations 

 can recognize figurative language 

 can identify mood, character traits, and emotions 

 can use rereading to clarify and support comprehension 

 can use appropriate parts of books to locate information 

 can recognize idiomatic expressions 

 can use headings, subheadings, captions, boldface, and 

italic to identify main ideas and details in content books 

 

SPEAKING 

 can ask and answer more complex questions 

 ask/answer who, what, where, when, how questions 

and request addiional information 

 can ask for and give directions in a classroom 

setting, using pattern sentences (corta…corten, 

dibuja…dibujen) 

 can describe people, places, and events with greater 

details that include some diminutives and 

superlatives 

 can narrate events in the present using regular verbs 

 experiment narrating events in the past using the 

preterite of regular verbs 

 talks about future plans using (ir a + infinitive)  

 can engage in conversation on a range of topics 

related to the content areas 

 can summarize stories, discussions, and passages 

read in the content areas 

 can discuss various types of visual and oral 

presentations 

 can make short oral presentations (reports) 

 

CULTURE 

Students can: 

 begin to understand the contributions in the fine arts 

 begin to develop an awareness of the traditions in 

various countries where the language is spoken 

 begin to explore the development of the target 

culture from a current and historical perspective 

can recognize idiomatic expressions 

WRITING 

 can write affirmative, and negative declarative and 

interrogative sentences in present tense and experiment 

with the past tense (preterite and imperfect) of selected 

verbs and the near future tense (ir a +) 

 can write descriptive and expository paragraphs on 

familiar topics 

 can write a letter, thank you notes and poetry 

 can interpret and synthesize information gathered to write 

a non-fictional report 

 can follow the writing process; reread, reflect, and make 

revisions 

 show increasing understanding of standard spelling of 

syllabic combinations 

 and punctuation, include reglas de acentuación 

 using dictionary, recognizing patterns, formatting, and 

capitalization 

 can evaluate suggestions from writing conference 

 can write a book report (from a selected reading at the 

independent level) using a writing rubric 
 

END-OF-YEAR WRITING EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Composing: Completely develops the topic in well-organized 

paragraphs but without clear introduction and 

conclusion 
 

Style:           Enhances writing using appropriate expressions, 

in addition to using descriptive details with 

specific vocabulary 
 

Sentence      Uses a mix of simple and complex sentences with 

Formation:  some connectors 
 

Usage:          Correctly uses verb forms  in the present, past 

and future  and experiments with the conditional 

(usually)  

                      Correctly uses grammatical agreement for 

subject-verb, number and gender (usually) 
 

Mechanics:  Correctly uses spelling, capitalization and 

punctuation (usually) 

                      Correctly uses paragraph format (usually) 
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LANGUAGE COMMUNICATION GOALS 

Fifth Grade 

(By the end of the year, most students…) 

 
LISTENING AND VIEWING 

 can understand conversations in a social context 

 can detect the mood of a message and determine to 

a limited degree the attitude and feelings of the 

speaker 

 can listen to stories, reflecting on what is heard 

 can analyze information presented orally 

 can take simple dictations with target vocabulary 

and language conventions 

READING 

 can derive meaning of unfamiliar material using context 

 can identify figurative language, metaphor, and similies 

in a story 

 can identify mood, character traits, and emotions 

 can use information for reference purpose 

 can participate and literature discussions 

SPEAKING 

 can paraphrase 

 can discuss ideas related to content areas 

 can discuss past activities using a variety of verbs in 

the present and past tenses 

 can engage in a debate 

 can engage in conversation on a range of topics 

related to the content areas with attention to 

conjugations of the present tense 

 narrate events in the past using the preterite of 

regular verbs 

 talks about future plans using (ir a + infinitive)  

 can summarize stories, discussions, and passages 

read in the content areas 

 can discuss various types of visual and oral 

presentations 

 can make oral presentations (reports) 

 

WRITING 

 can write in the present tense using regular and common 

irregular verbs 

 can write in the past tense experimenting with regular 

and irregular verbs, and using conjugations  in t he 

preterit and imperfect 

 can write in the near future using (ir a + inf) 

 can use expressions with reflexive verbs 

 can develop a thesis, writing descriptive and expository 

paragraphs on a range of topics 

 can write letters, brief synopsis, poetry, short plays, and 

multiparagraph essays (3-4 paragraphs are expected at 

this level) 

 can create dialogue from a narrative 

 use correct syntax in writing 

 use accents correctly of target vocabulary 

 can write a book report (from a selected reading at the 

independent level) using a writing rubric 

 

CULTURE 

Students can: 

 demonstrate broad knowledge of contributions in 

the arts demonstrate knowledge of selected events 

in the target culture 

 expand knowledge of the target culture   

 

 END-OF-YEAR WRITING EXPECTATIONS: 
 

Composing: Completely develops the topic with well- 

organized paragraphs, clear introduction and 

conclusion 
 

Style:            Demonstrates some sense of audience in 

addition to using appropriate expressions and 

descriptive details with specific vocabulary 
 

Sentence       Uses sentences that vary in complexity and 

Formation:   structure, joined by connectors 
 

Usage:           Correctly uses verb forms  in the present, past, 

future and conditional and experiments with the 

perfect (usually)  

                   Correctly uses grammatical agreement for 

subject-verb, number and gender (usually) 
 

Mechanics:  Correctly uses spelling, capitalization and 

punctuation (consistently) 

                    Correctly uses paragraph format (consistently) 

 


