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El lunes, 14 de marzo de 2011 algo sin precedente pasó en nues-
tra escuela.  El Presidente de los Estados Unidos de América, 
Barack Obama, visitó nuestra escuela.  Durante su visita el 
habló a todos los estudiantes como también a todo el personal.  
Nuestra escuela se preparó para esta ocasión historica y nos 
sentimos honrados por la visita.  A veces hacemos bromas que 
tenemos que ordenar la casa para la visita del Presidente.  
Bueno,  el día 14 de marzo el Presidente vino a nuestra escuela!

En la mañana de la visita el personal vino temprano y  estacion-
aron sus automóviles lejos del área porque esperábamos a 
muchos  invitados.  La semana anterior el personal trabajo 
mucho para que el edificio este como una vitrina para nuestro 
programa de arte.  Todas las personas tenían que pasar por se-
guridad para participar en del discurso del Presidente. Agentes 
de seguridad tanto en ropa civil o con uniformes estaban en el 
edificio y tomaron las medidas necesarias para la seguridad.  
Mientras el Presidente llegara los alumnos vieron un documen-
tal de la Casa Blanca en  el auditorio tomado por fotógrafos de 
la Casa Blanca,.  Súbitamente el  Presidente se encontraba en 
medio del proscenio diciendo “Hello!”  La sala se convirtió en 
un mar de aplausos y expresiones de incredulidad.

Los estudiantes se portaron ¡fantásticamente! Siguieron todas 
las direcciones y excedieron todas las expectativas en su com-
portamiento y decoro  para recibir al Presidente.  Durante su 
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On Monday, March 14, 2011 something un-
precedented in the history of Kenmore Middle 
School took place.  The President of the 
United States of America, Mr. Barack 
Obama, paid a visit to our school.  During his 
visit, he spoke to the entire student body as 

well as to all of our staff.  Our school worked hard to prepare for 
this historic visit, and we were honored to participate.  We may 
joke about getting our houses in order as if the President were 
coming to dinner.  Well, on March 14th, the President came to 
our school!

On the morning of the visit, our staff came to school early and 
parked out on the field because many invited guests along with 
the media were expected.  The week before, our staff worked 
hard to get the building looking good to showcase our arts focus 
program.  For the speech to the students, everyone in the audito-
rium had to pass through metal detectors and wait for almost an 
hour before the President arrived.  Uniformed and plainclothes 
agents were throughout the building, as well as other security 
measures.  The students watched a documentary in the audito-
rium on White House photographers while waiting for the 
President to arrive.  All of a sudden, and with no introduction, 
the President fell through the center curtain and said, “Hello!”  
The room erupted in a sea of applause and expressions of 
amazement.

Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal
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Upcoming Events
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore 
web site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA 
news e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each 
week containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

APRILAPRILAPRILAPRIL

Fri 4/1 Grade Preparation Day (No School for 
students)

Tue 4/5 TAB (Grade Level Lunches)
Wed 4/6 9:30 AM TAB to Library
Thu 4/7 3:15 PM Swim Meet vs. Gunston @ Wakefield
Thu 4/7 3:15 PM Track vs. Gunston
Thu 4/7 7:00 PM ShowTime Performance
Fri 4/8 1:00 PM ShowTime Performance
Fri 4/8 7:00 PM ShowTime Performance
Sat 4/9 10:00 AM Hispanic Parent Meeting
Mon 4/11 2:35 PM Orchestra Rehearsal
Tue 4/12 3:15 PM Track @ Williamsburg
Tue 4/12 7:00 PM PTA Mtg.
Tue 4/12 Knowledge Mstrs. Comp. (7th and 8th)
Tue 4/12 Report Cards Home
Wed 4/13 9:15 AM Ritz Carlton Field Trip
Wed 4/13 Knowledge Mstrs. Comp. (7th and 8th)
Thu 4/14 3:15 PM Track @ Jefferson
Thu 4/14 4:15 PM Swim Championships @ WL
Fri 4/15 Kenmore News

Sat - Sun 4/16 - 4/24 Spring Break
Mon 4/25 2:35 PM Orchestra Rehearsal
Tue 4/26 7:50 AM Honors Recognition (on Team)
Tue 4/26 3:15 PM Track vs. Swanson
Tue 4/26 TAB (Grade Level Lunches)
Thu 4/28 French II Field Trip
Fri 4/29 1:00 PM Bowen McCauley Dance
Sat 4/30 2:00 PM BMD Move Me Program
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The students were great.  They adhered to every direction and 
exceeded every expectation that had been set for their decorum 
and reception of the President.  During his brief talk he said, 
“We’ve designated this Education Month at the White House, 
and what we are doing is traveling all across the country, finding 
schools that are doing a great job, and highlighting how we can 
make sure that every school is doing a great job.” This was quite 
a compliment.  He also shared 
with the students in a fairly 
animated way that during his 
middle school years he started 
to get a little distracted, so he 
encouraged the audience by 
saying, “I just hope that every-
body really stays focused.  
Have fun, but listen to your 
teachers, listen to your parents, 
and make sure that you really 
are doing everything you can to 
succeed in school.”  I had a 
chance to meet the President 
while backstage with our super-
intendent, Dr. Patrick Mur-
phy, and school board member 
Ms. Abby Raphael.

Following the message, every 
student I spoke to seemed very appreciative that the President 
came to visit Kenmore.  Many of them were able to greet him 
personally and shake his hand.  Following the President’s mes-
sage in the auditorium, he was able to interact with four small 
groups of students and teachers who had set up mini-lessons in 
the orchestra room where they were able to explain arts integra-
tion projects from their classes. Ms. Cuorato, accompanied by 
Min Zhong, Bled Aliu, Nabil Ali, Summer Paris, Adrianna 
Maciera Mitchell, and Mecca Russell explained and performed 
a tableau. Mr. Merrill and Taylor Calvert, Ever Franco, Dal-
las Hinton, and Karla Valentin showed the President the re-
sults of research on the life and contributions of Duke Ellington 
that had been captured in Photo Story.  Mrs. Stephens and her 
student teacher, Mr. Loiselle, along with their students Mira 
Soni, Emnet Atlabachew, and Guadalupe Pedroza-Cruz, 
explained how their classes had studied the evolution of blues to 
ragtime to create the American art form we know as jazz.  Mr. 
Obama learned that Mr. Loiselle is a veteran who had served 

breve presentación dijo “Hemos designado este mes como el 
Mes de la Educación en la Casa Blanca, y lo que estamos haci-
endo es viajando por el país encontrando escuelas que están 
haciendo un magnifico  trabajo”  Fue un gran cumplido.  Tam-
bién contó a los estudiantes en un tono muy ligero que cuando el 
se encontraba en la escuela media el era un poco distraído y 
entonces,  animó a la audiencia para que empezaran a enfocarse 

diciendo “espero que todos uste-
des realmente se concentren en 
sus estudios.  Diviértanse, pero 
escuchen a sus maestros, es-
cuchen a sus padres y 
asegúrense que ellos están ha-
ciendo todo lo posible para que 
ustedes puedan tener todo el 
éxito en la escuela.  Tuve la 
oportunidad de reunirme con el 
Presidente detrás del escenario 
juntamente con nuestro superin-
tendente Dr. Patrick Murphy, 
y miembro del la Junta Escolar 
señora Abby Raphael.

Siguiendo el mensaje todos los 
estudiantes que tuvieron la 
oportunidad de conversar apre-
ciaban que el Presidente hu-

biera venido de visita a Kenmore.  Muchos de ellos pudieron 
hacerlo personalmente dándole la mano.  Después del mensaje 
en el auditorio, el pudo intervenir en conversaciones con pe-
queños grupos de estudiantes y maestros que hicieron demostra-
ciones de  pequeñas lecciones  para poder explicar la integración 
del arte en el proyecto.  Mrs. Courato y Min Zhong, Bled 
Aliu, Nabil Ali, Summer Paris, Adriana Maciera- Mitchell 
and Mecca Russell explicaron y participaron en una actividad.  
El Sr. Merrill y Taylor Calvert, Ever Franco, Dallas Hin-
ton,y Karla Valentin mostraron los resultados de su investiga-
ción  de la vida y la contribución de Duke Ellington.  La Sra. 
Stephens y el mastro-estudiante de su clase Sr.  Loiselle junta-
mente con los estudiantes Mira Soni, Emner Atlabachew y 
Guadalupe Pedroza- Cruz explicacaron la evolución en la 
música  desde los”blues” al “ragtime”  lo que se llama “Jazz”.  
Presidente Obama se enteró que el señor Loiselle es veterano 
que ha servido dos veces en Irak y lo felicitó por su servicio a la 
Patria.

Principally Speaking
continued from page 1

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 1

Ms. Cuorato and students with President Obama

continued on page 4 continúa en la página 4
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two tours of duty in Iraq and commended him on his service to 
the country.  

Our art teacher, Mr. Wilson, and students Reiss Gidner, Che-
dia Thompson, and Brenda Callejas-Mejia enthusiastically 
presented beautiful facsimiles of various student interpretations 
of jazz instruments that were made in their art class.  Mr. Obama 
then signed a few books for our 
library and a banner that Ms. 
Yerovi and our HILT service 
club made before heading to 
the gym for the much antici-
pated policy speech.  During 
his speech in the gym the 
President commented on what 
he saw and spoke with the 
teachers and students.  He said, 
“By getting students engaged in 
learning, you’re teaching the 
kinds of skills about how to 
think and how to work together 
that young people are going to 
need in college and beyond.  
That’s what all of our schools 
need to be doing.” 

As with every major project that takes place at Kenmore, 
Shauna Dyer, our focus program coordinator, Mike Goodman, 
our instructional technology coordinator, and Ed Zambrano, 
our building manager, played extremely valuable roles in or-
chestrating and coordinating the visit.

Once in the gymnasium, the President spoke to an invitation-
only group of approximately 300 citizens. There were many 
local officials including Congressman Jim Moran, representa-
tives from the Arlington County Board, Arlington School Board, 
the County Manager and the Superintendent of Arlington Public 
Schools.  There were also a number of officials from the White 
House along with principals and administrators from Arlington 
Public Schools.  

The President’s primary purpose for being here was to ask the 
Congress to rewrite the education law commonly referred to as 
No Child Left Behind.  This law has been in its current form for 
about ten years.  The President said, “The goals of No Child 
Left Behind were the right goals:  Making a promise to educate 
every child with an excellent teacher -- that’s the right thing to 
do, that’s the right goal.  Higher standards are right.  Account-

El señor Wilson, maestro de arte, y los estudiantes Reiss Gid-
ner, Chedia Thompson y Brenda Callejas- Mejia entusias-
madamente presentaron bellos facsímiles de la interpretación de 
instrumentos de jazz que hicieron en la clase de arte.  El señor 
Obama firmó varios libros para nuestra biblioteca y un cartel 
que hizo la señora Yerovi  y nuestro Club de Servicio de HILT.  

Durante su discurso en el gim-
nasio el Presidente comentó lo 
que vio y lo que  habló tanto 
con los estudiantes como con 
los maestros.  Dijo: “Manteni-
endo a los estudiantes  envuel-
tos en los estudios,  se esta en-
señando habilidades de cómo 
pensar y como trabajar en con-
junto que estos jóvenes necesi-
tarán  para la universidad y su 
futuro.  Esto es lo que todas las 
escuelas deberían estar haci-
endo.

Como en cada uno de los 
proyectos que pasan por esta 
escuela, Shauna Dyer, coor-
dinadora del programa de enfo-

que en nuestra escuela, Mike Goodman el coordinador de in-
strucción en tecnología, Ed Zambrano, el administrador del 
edificio tuvieron mucho que hacer orquestando y coordinando la 
visita.

Una vez en el gimnasio el Presidente habló a nuestros 300 invi-
tados. Tuvimos muchos dignatarios como ser el señor Jim Mo-
ran, Representantes de Consejo del Condado de  Arlington.  
Representantes del Consejo de Educación de Arlington, el Su-
perintendente de las  Escuelas Públicas de Arlington,  person-
eros de la Casa Blanca, directores y administradores de  las Es-
cuelas Públicas de Arlington.

El principal motivo de la visita del Presidente era pedir al Con-
greso  revisar la ley que comúnmente  llamamos “No Child Left 
Behind”, (No dejar que un niño este atrasado) esta ley ha ha 
sido la misma por diez años.  El Presidente dijo; ““No Child 
Left Behind tiene los objetivos correctos; “Prometiendo educar 
cada niño con excelentes maestros es la manera de hacerlo, ese 
es un objetivo correcto.  Mejores logros son lo correcto.  Re-
sponsabilidad es lo correcto. Encender la luz para que la brecha 
que existe en los logros de  los estudiantes de diferentes razas o 

Principally Speaking
continued from page 3

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 3

Mr. Merrill and students with President Obama

continued on page 5 continúa en la página 5
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ability is right.  Shining a light on the achievement gap between 
students of different races and backgrounds, and those with and 
without disabilities, that’s the right thing to do.”

The President went on to say, “But what hasn’t worked is deny-
ing teachers, schools, and states what they need to meet these 
goals.  That’s why we need to fix No Child Left Behind.”  In 
making the case for why No 
Child Left Behind needs to be 
fixed, the President shared with 
the group that, “According to 
new estimates, under the sys-
tem No Child Left Behind put 
in place, more than 80 percent 
of our schools may be labeled 
as failing -- 80 percent of our 
schools.”

Mr. Obama continued, “In fact, 
the list of supposedly failing 
schools includes schools that 
are actually making extraordi-
nary progress -- including 
Kenmore.  So, yes, we’ve still 
got more work to do here at 
this school to close the 
achievement gap.  I think Dr. Word would agree with that.  
We’ve got to make sure that every student is on track.  But, I 
mean, we can see here at Kenmore -- Kenmore is thriving.  You 
guys are doing great.  You got more work to do, but you’re do-
ing fine.

So instead of measuring students based on whether they’re 
above or below an arbitrary bar, we need to set better standards 
to make sure our students are meeting one clear goal –- they’re 
graduating ready for college and ready for a career.  That’s the 
goal we need to set.  To know whether our kids are on track to 
meet that goal, we need better assessments.”

The President spoke directly to and about two of our students 
who had earlier led the assembly in reciting the Pledge of Alle-
giance. I’m talking about students like Katherine Diaz, who 
says, ‘I think I should have the opportunity to be who I want to 
be.’  And it turns out that Katherine wants to either be a profes-
sional violinist, or the first woman President of the United 
States.  So she’s still not sure yet.  She might do both.  You 
could do it one at a time -- professional violinist, President.

diferentes antecedentes o con los estudiantes discapacitados 
desaparezcan,  es lo correcto.

El Presidente siguió diciendo “Lo que no ha trabajado es negar a 
los profesores, escuelas y a los Estados  lo que ellos necesitan 
para llegar a esas metas.  Por eso tenemos que hacer arreglos en 
la ley  “No Child Left Behind”,  el Presidente compartió con la 

audiencia un ejemplo;  “De 
acuerdo a nuevos estimados, 
bajo el sistema de “No Child 
Left Behind” mas del 80 por 
ciento de las escuelas del país 
estarían fallando---Ochenta por 
ciento”

El señor Obama continuó, “En 
la lista de escuelas que supues-
tamente están fallando, incluye 
escuelas que en realidad están 
haciendo un progreso extraor-
dinario  -  incluyendo Kenmore.  
Sí, como verán, tenemos to-
davía que trabajar para que 
nuestras escuelas puedan cerrar 
la brecha de conocimiento.  Yo 
pienso que Dr. Word esta de 

acuerdo con esto.  Tenemos que asegurarnos que cada uno de 
los estudiantes se encuentre sobre las rieles. Pero yo quiero de-
cir, lo vemos aquí en Kenmore  -- Kenmore esta prosperando. 
Ustedes muchachos lo están haciendo fantástico.  Tienen to-
davía muco por hacer, pero están haciendo bien.

Por lo tanto en vez de medir a los estudiantes basado en quien 
esta mas adelantado o mas atrasado con una medida arbitraria, 
necesitamos tener mejores estándares para estar seguros que 
nuestros estudiantes alcancen una meta clara—Que se gradúen 
listos para ir a la universidad listos para una profesión.  Ese es el 
objetivo que necesitamos tener.  Saber si nuestros niños están 
sobre las rieles para llegar a esa meta, tenemos que tener mejo-
res medidas.

El Presidente hablo directamente a dos de los estudiantes que 
anteriormente guiaron a la asamblea recitando la Promesa de 
Alianza.  Estoy hablando acerca de estudiantes como Katherine 
Díaz, que dice “Yo pienso que debería tener la oportunidad de 
ser lo que yo quiero ser” Y lo que Catherine quiere  ser o una 
violinista profesional o la Primera Mujer Presidente de la Esta-
dos Unidos.  Pero todavía no está segura.  Tal vez ella sea ambas 

Principally Speaking
continued from page 4

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 4

Ms. Stephens, Mr. Loiselle and students with President Obama

continued on page 6 continúa en la página 6
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Or I’m talking about Roberto Claure…  Where’s Roberto?  
There’s Roberto right here.  He says, ‘With good schools and 
good teachers, we can grow up to be anything we want.’  It turns 
out Roberto wants to be the first Hispanic President of the 
United States.”

Another of our students, Callie 
Randle, preceded the President 
on this very special platform by 
singing The Star Spangled 
Banner. She was in perfect 
voice and made Kenmore 
proud.

The Washington Post quoted 
me as saying, “The law is bro-
ken and I’m ecstatic and de-
lighted to hear that he’s going 
to fix it.”  Republicans and 
democrats alike seem to recog-
nize and agree with the need to 
fix this law.  The only question 
is the timetable for getting it 
done.  The President asked that 
the revisions be done by September.

This was perhaps the most important policy speech on education 
in the relatively short tenure of Mr. Obama.  The fact that it was 
delivered from Kenmore helped to make a special day all the 
more significant.  This speech presents an opportunity for the 
education community to take a proactive step to initiate input 
into the revisions.  Often times we in education circles complain 
to one another and do not position ourselves strategically to 
create the kind of policies we know are in the best interest of 
schools, families and children.

cosas.  Se puede hacer ambas cosas cada una a su debido tiem-
po—violinista profesional, Presidente.

Ahora estoy hablando acerca de Roberto Claure… ¿Dónde está 
Roberto?  Allí está Roberto.”Siguió diciendo; “Con buenos co-

legios y  buenos maestros, po-
demos llegar a ser lo que quer-
emos ser, y parece que Roberto 
quiere ser el primer Presidente 
Hispano de los Estados Uni-
dos”.

“Otra de nuestros estudiantes, 
Callie Randle, estuvo antes 
que el Presidente estuviera en la 
plataforma entonando el himno 
nacional The Star Spangled 
Banner. Ella lo hizo con una 
voz perfecta e hizo que Ken-
more se sintiera orgulloso. 

El Washington Post me citó en 
un articulo;”Se rompió la ley 
estoy en éxtasis y encantado al 
oír que se va a componer la 

ley”. Tanto Republicanos como Demócratas reconocen y están 
de acuerdo que se necesita componer la ley.  La única pregunta 
es si podemos hacerlo a tiempo.  El Presidente pidió la revisión 
para Septiembre.

En el poco tiempo que lleva el Sr. Obama como Presidente este 
ha sido talvez, el más importante discurso relativo a la política 
en educación.  El hecho que haya sido dirigido desde la escuela 
Kenmore hace de este día  sea más significante.  El discurso 
presenta una oportunidad para la comunidad educativa  de tomar 
medidas pro-activas para dar ideas en esta revisión.  Muchas 
veces en los círculos educativos nos quejamos pero no nos po-
nemos estratégicamente en un lugar para crear la clase de regu-
laciones que sabemos que son de mejor interés para las escuelas, 
las familias y los niños.

Principally Speaking
continued from page 5

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 5

Mr. Wilson and students with President Obama
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Principally Speaking
continued from page 6

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 6
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El día después del discurso del presidente Obama, CNN es-
cribió, preguntándome si contestaría algunas de sus preguntas 
respecto al comentario del Presidente que nuestra escuela esta 
progresando pero que sin embargo seria considerada que esta 
todavía “fallando” bajo los estándares actuales de (AYP) “ Ade-
quate Yearly Progress”, Progreso Anual Adecuado.  Quisiera 
compartir con ustedes las preguntas y mis respuestas.

1) Cuál es su opinión personal acerca de Kenmore? Cuáles 
son las áreas en que usted piensa que  están pros-
perando?

Kenmore es una comunidad profesional fuerte donde nos enfo-
camos en el aprendizaje, compartimos la responsabilidad, y 
donde el logro pertenece a todos nosotros.  Somos una escuela 
CETA (Changing Education Through Arts)- Cambiando la edu-
cación a través de las Artes y tenemos una sociedad con el Ken-
nedy Center.  Somos un ejemplo del uso de la tecnología y he-
mos adoptado la integración de las artes como nuestro enfoque 
en el currículo.  Somos parte de una comunidad diversa com-
prometida en la educación y se demuestra a través de la inver-
sión puesta tanto en lo físico- edificio-material- como el recurso 
humano que tenemos.  La semana pasada fuimos nombrados 
“SMART- Showcase School of the Year 2011” por nuestro uso 
interactivo de tecnología.

2) ¿Por qué si su escuela esta prosperando puede ser con-
siderada que esta “fallando”?  En que área especifica  su 
escuela no llena las regulaciones de AYP?

En el año 2010 no llenamos los requisitos de NCLB (No Child 
left Behind) en  lectura, para los estudiantes negros, hispanos, 
los estudiantes desvalidos o estudiantes de recursos económicos 
bajos.  El único grupo que tuvo habilidad  de pasar en 
matemáticas fue el de  los estudiantes blancos.

3) ¿Cual es el área que usted desearía en NCLB que se  
cambiara?

Me gustaría francamente ver mejores pruebas.  Los exámenes 
que se necesitan para proveer  data significante del progreso  en 
el transcurso de sus estudios.  Quisiera ver que los exámenes 
sean mejor orientados a una actuación que rete a los estudiantes 
en su habilidad de pensar constructivamente y a resolver prob-
lemas creativamente.

4) Cuales serán los planes de la escuela para poder mejorar 
y lograr los objetivos ¿Cuan grande seria el trabajo para 
poder llegar a esos estándares de educación?

The day after President Obama’s speech, a CNN reporter wrote 
to ask if I would answer a few questions regarding the Presi-
dent’s comment that our school is thriving but it would still be 
considered "failing" under the current standards of Adequate 
Yearly Progress (AYP). I thought I would share the questions 
and my responses with you

1) What is your personal assessment of Kenmore? What are 
the areas where you are "thriving"?

Kenmore is a strong professional learning community where we 
focus on leaning, share accountability, and where achievement 
belongs to all of us.  We are a CETA school and have a partner-
ship with the Kennedy Center.  We are exemplary users of in-
structional technology and have embraced the integration of the 
arts as our curricular focus.  We are part of a vibrant and diverse 
community whose commitment to education is evident through 
its investment in its physical plants and availability of human 
resources.  Last week we were named the SMART Showcase 
School of the Year for 2011 for our use of interactive technol-
ogy.

2) Why if it is such a thriving school would it be considered 
"failing"? In what specific ways does your school not 
meet the AYPs?

In 2010 we did not meet the NCLB targets in reading for black 
and Hispanic students, and students with disabilities sufficient to 
meet AYP and for all, black, Hispanic, students with disabilities 
and economically disadvantaged students sufficient to meet 
AYP in math. Our only student group meeting proficiency in 
math is white students.

3) What area of NCLB do you want to see changed the 
most?

I would really like to see better testing.  Assessments are needed 
that provide meaningful data on students’ progress over time.  I 
would like to see tests that are more performance oriented, that 
challenge a student’s ability to think constructively and to solve 
problems creatively. 

4) What is your school planning to do to improve to meet 
the targets? How big of a job is it to meet those stan-
dards?

Working through our Professional Leaning Communities, we 
have heightened our focus on our students’ performance on 
classroom formative assessments.  We want to be sure that our 
formative assessments are aligned with the standards, and we 
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look for patterns in performance particularly with the sub 
groups that have not experienced success.  We are implementing 
a response to intervention model whereby we tailor interven-
tions for each student based on their individual performance.  
We are engaged in constant professional development for our 
staff to ensure that our peda-
gogy is sound and that there is 
strong fidelity of implementa-
tion of our arts and communi-
cations technology program.  
Victory for students is in the 
classroom.  We know the kind 
of teaching strategies that en-
able students to retain what 
they have been presented.  We 
have instituted programs that 
provide more time for selected 
students in reading and math.  
We have been able to do this 
without compromising the arts 
by offering elective classes on 
an extended day schedule.  We 
send weekly academic updates 
to parents, and we have a sys-
tem where parents can monitor 
their child's grades online.  We have instituted a 30 minute block 
of time where three days a week students can be engaged in 
acceleration activities or enrichment activities depending upon 
their weekly progress.  We have a number of computer assisted 
instruction programs, some of which students can access while 
away from school, to help build skills where there are deficien-
cies.  We have embraced an integration model school wide so 
that more of our students with disabilities and our English Lan-
guage Learners are taking classes with their general education 
peers.

Let’s all push to support the President’s charge to revise NCLB 
in a way that will ensure that we are winning the future with 
reform, responsibility, and results.  I will always cherish the day 
that President Obama visited Kenmore Middle School.

Trabajando a través de nuestras Comunidades Profesionales de 
Aprendizaje, hemos elevado nuestro enfoque en la actuación de 
los estudiantes en pruebas dadas durante el tiempo del aprendi-
zaje. Queremos estar seguros que nuestras evaluaciones están 
alineadas con los estándares y buscamos modelos  en la actua-

ción,  particularmente en los 
grupos que no han logrado éx-
ito.  Estamos implementando 
una respuesta al modelo de 
intervención  para los estudi-
antes basados en su actuación 
individual.  Estamos compro-
metidos en un constante desar-
rollo profesional para  nuestro 
personal,  asegurando que  la 
pedagogía sea sólida y fiel al 
implementar nuestro programa 
de las artes y de tecnología.  La 
victoria para nuestros estudi-
antes esta dentro de las clases.  
Sabemos las diferentes estrate-
gias que permiten a los estudi-
antes acordarse de lo que están 
aprendiendo.  Hemos instituido 
programas que proveen más 

tiempo para los estudiantes en lectura y en matemáticas.  Lo 
hemos hecho sin comprometer las clases de arte que se ofrecen 
como clases electivas durante el curso del día escolar.  Manda-
mos informes semanales a los padres y tenemos un sistema en 
que los padres pueden supervisar el progreso de sus hijos a 
través de la computadora.  Hemos creado un tiempo de 30 mi-
nutos tres veces a la semana donde  los estudiantes  pueden par-
ticipar de actividades  aceleradas o de actividades de enriqueci-
miento dependiendo de su progreso de la semana. Tenemos una 
variedad de instrucciones supervisadas en la computadora, que 
los estudiantes pueden también encontrarlos fuera de la escuela, 
que los ayuda a  tener mas habilidad donde encontramos defi-
ciencias.  Estamos envueltos en un modelo amplio de integra-
ción en toda la escuela  para que muchos de nuestros estudiantes  
desvalidos o los estudiantes de segundo lenguaje puedan tomar 
clases conjuntamente con los estudiantes de enseñanza regular.

Tenemos que ayudar al Presidente para que se revise “No Child 
Left Behind” de modo  que tengamos ganancia en un futuro con 
reforma, responsabilidad y resultado.  Siempre apreciare el día 
que el Presidente Obama visitó la Escuela Media Kenmore.

Principally Speaking
continued from page 7

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 7

Dr. Murphy, Dr. Word and Abby Raphael with President Obama
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Born and raised in Poughkeepsie, New York, Phil Hayden 
earned a history degree from Fordham University in 1990. After 
working for five years at the U.S. Supreme Court in Washing-
ton—“a great experience for someone who loves history,” he 
says—he decided to become a 
teacher. He earned a Master’s 
Degree in Special Education at 
the University of Vermont and 
subsequently taught middle 
school in Vermont, Loudoun 
County, and Fairfax County. 
Eight years ago he came to 
Kenmore, where he is a Special 
Ed and World Geography 
teacher.

Mr. Hayden’s dedication, engaging teaching style, positive out-
look, and ability to instill confidence to succeed in his students, 
are just a few of the attributes that were cited when he was cho-
sen as Kenmore’s 2010-2011 Teacher of the Year.

Kenmore Cougar: What led you to a career in teaching?

Mr. Hayden: My mother was a high school teacher and my 
father taught at the graduate level for years. I suppose I was 
destined to become a teacher. However, if you asked me in 8th 
grade if I wanted to be a teacher I would have fallen out of my 
chair laughing.

I very much enjoyed working at the Supreme Court of the 
United States but I also felt I was not being challenged enough. 
A coworker of mine had been doing some tutoring at a local 
church. I went with him and I discovered that I very much en-
joyed working with young people. I tutored at that church for 
about a year before I returned to graduate school.  My goal then 
was to become a social studies teacher. However, when I com-
pleted my studies I had a degree in Special Education. I have 
worked with this population my entire career.

KC: What do you find challenging (and rewarding) about 
teaching middle school kids today?

Mr. Hayden: Motivating students who do not see the impor-
tance of getting an education is very challenging. I work very 
hard to make connections between the curriculum and their 
lives. I make a real effort to get to know my students. I find that 
by building relationships this way I can demonstrate the rele-
vance of school to their lives.

KC Interview by Barbara Naland, Kenmore Cougar contributing editor

Meet Kenmoreʼs Teacher of the Year: Phil Hayden
KC: What brought you to Kenmore, and what do you like 
about this school and its philosophy?

Mr. Hayden:  I had a very good feeling about Kenmore after 
my interview. I felt at home and comfortable here. Even though 
I was offered a job at another middle school in the county, I 
have never regretted my decision to work at Kenmore.

The faculty and staff at Kenmore is one thing I love about this 
school. I have worked in a few different places and this staff is 
by far the best I have ever worked with. They are a dedicated 
group of people who care about the students. Drive past this 
school in the evening or the weekend and you will see staff here 
working to improve their craft. I consider myself very fortunate 
to work with such a great group of people.

KC: How do you and the other social studies teachers incor-
porate Kenmore’s arts focus in your classes?

Mr. Hayden: We are an Arts and Technology school and my 
colleagues work to develop lessons that integrate the Arts. I am 
currently enrolled in a Changing Education Through the Arts 
(CETA) course on Tableau. Many of my colleagues have also 
taken CETA classes. I think many of the teachers are doing arts 
integration. This is evidenced by the variety of activities Presi-
dent Obama got to observe during his recent visit.

KC: What do you like to do in your leisure time?

Mr. Hayden: I have a five-year-old daughter, so much of my 
leisure time revolves around her. She has become quite fond of 
Family Skate Night at Thomas Jefferson Recreation Center , so I 
can be found trying to keep up with her. I spend a lot of time 
reading, listening to music, and keeping up with current events. 
I enjoy cooking as well.

Earth Day is Friday, April 22
• Recycle plastic bottles and aluminum cans
• Turn off lights when not in use
• Unplug electronics  when not in use
• Walk or take a bike
• Put your litter in a trash can 
• Pick up trash in a local public area
• Turn off water while brushing your teeth
• Plant flowers or vegetables
• Trade books, toys, DVDs, video games instead of 

buying new ones
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The 2011 Northern Virginia Regional Science and Engineer-
ing Fair was held Saturday, March 5th at Wakefield High 
School. Congratulations to Kenmore's 18 participants! The re-
sults of the category judging were:

Honorable Mention 
• Behavioral and Social Sciences: Tara Dolan 
• Chemistry: Payton Langello 
• Chemistry: Josue Angel-Recinos 
• Chemistry: Adriana Mitchell 
• Chemistry: Sam Newby 
• Chemistry: Min Zhong 
• Engineering: Summer Paris 
• Engineering: Kenneth Worden 
• Medicine and Health: Christian Czerewko

Third Place 
• Botany: Alison Fladd 
• Botany: Jack Johnson 
• Botany: Garrett Janson 
• Chemistry: Eric Lewis 
• Chemistry: Sabrina Mouchkelly

Second Place 
• Behavioral and Social Sciences: Imogen Thomas 
• Botany: Justin Szczerbinski 
• Engineering: Nathaniel Grevatt

First Place 
• Chemistry: Elizabeth Bosch

In addition, Elizabeth's project was nominated to enter the 
Broadcom MASTERS (Math, Applied Science,Technology and 
Engineering for Rising Stars) program, a new competition for 
Middle School students sponsored by the Society for Science 
and the Public.

Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor (8th Grade)

Science Fair Honorees
Liz Castillo, 6th grade Science teacher

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserv-
ing recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle 
School. Students are nominated based on various qualities such 
as their dedication to academic success, consistently putting 
forth their best effort, participation in school clubs/events, help-
fulness to others, and demonstrating kindness and respect to 
peers and teachers. A photo and paragraph recognizing the stu-
dent is posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway and 
students are awarded a certificate on the Principal's Forum.
Students of the Month for March were:

• Clippers: Majida Ben Jemaa
• Schooners: Caroline Dioso
• Explorers: Guadalupe Pedroza-Cruz
• Fliers: Malleeswari Jagabattuni
• Comets: Shaila Hossain
• Stars: Ilyas Raza
• Producers: Alessandra Arat
• Encore: Mayra Flores
• Globetrotters: Mahmoud Abdelkarim

“The Effect of Cooling Techniques on Soda Cooling Times”
poster board for honored Science Fair project.
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Paws of Honor
Erin Gagen, Counselor (8th Grade)

The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student's positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
"catch" students doing an honorable act and give him/her recog-
nition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from assist-
ing a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to helping 
out another student in trouble. The student receives a certificate 
and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/guardians are 
notified of their child's award via mail. Students receiving 
Paws of Honor so far in the 2010-2011 school year are:

Acton, Jin Tian Khan, Mohammad
Alonzo, Jose Kidane, Ariam
Amaha, Syena Lopez, Jose
Anderson, Maria Martyn, Celia
Aquino, Juan Carlos McCreedy, Daniel
Argueta, Katherine Mendoza, Roberto
Barahona, Steffan Miller, Zaria
Benitez, Marleni Moore, Brandi
Bid Zahid, Zawad Naland, Alice
Camacuari, Lexi Petrich, Paul
Carmody, Shawna Rike, Natneal
Carpenter, Brandon Stipe, Samantha
Castro Barrios, Kimberly Syed, Noreen
Condor, Marco Sykes, Peggy
Contreras, Charles Tobar, Jonathan
Cruz-Guzman, Miriam Tran, Crystal
Franco, Ever Vo, Vicky
Hatcher, Lyric Warnke, Maddie
Hawley, Elizabeth Wynkoop, Steven
Jordan-Dorsey, Anise Young, Gabby
Kaplan, Andrea Zhong, Min
Kaushal, Neha Zurita Torrico, Jose

Over the last two years, as part of Kenmore’s residency program 
with Bowen McCauley Dance, Kenmore has implemented an 
all-school integrated project designed around one artist.  The 
project this year features the great jazz musician, Duke Elling-
ton. Kenmore students have been learning about the life and 
work of Duke Ellington and using his music as inspiration in 
their history, art, English and reading classes.  A performance 
featuring dance, music, art, poetry and perhaps a tableau or two 
will be held at April 29 at 10:00 a.m. for Carlin Springs Elemen-
tary, 1:00 p.m. for Kenmore Middle School students and at 3:00 
p.m. on April 30th for the community as part of Bowen 
McCauley’s Move Me! Arts Experience festival.

In preparation for this performance students participating in the 
Bowen McCauley Dance (BMD) residency program, have been 
learning a dance piece choreographed to Duke Ellington’s mu-
sic.  The dance piece will also feature members of the BMD and 
members of the Kenmore jazz band will provide some of the 
live music.  Under the direction of art teacher Jeff Wilson, 
Kenmore art students have created a design for the set featuring 
interpretations of musical instruments that are cut from wood, 
painted with bright colors and lit with lights.  Students listened 
to jazz music and studied the work of artist, Victor Reyes as 
inspiration for their instrument designs.  Mr. Merrill’s 7th grade 
reading students created a multimedia biography on Duke El-
lington on Photo Story using music, primary picture resources 
and spoken word that will be shown as part of the performance.  
Several of these student groups and their teachers had the honor 
of presenting their work to President Obama during his visit on 
March 14.  6th, 7th and 8th grade students have been writing 6-
word memoirs on Ellington and writing poems using the art of 
Bearden, Johnson and Hayden for inspiration.  Much of this 
student work will be incorporated into the performance and 
hallway displays at the end of the month.  

Kenmore families are encouraged to attend the Move Me! Arts 
Experience festival on April 30th  from 2-5 p.m.  Along with 
seeing the Duke Ellington performance, they will have the op-
portunity to participate in hands-on workshops and enjoy mini 
performances by several different arts groups in Arlington in-
cluding Encore Stage and Studio and Levine School of Music.

Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
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American Studies
All students are studying the culture of the Roaring Twenties 
and the Great Depression. On March 18th, Mrs. Mullervy, stu-
dent teacher to Mr. Paparella, recreated the environment of a 
Prohibition-era speakeasy for Fliers.  After using the correct 
secret password to enter the illegal, underground “social 
watering-hole,” students donned the persona of an important 
figure from the 1920s.  Students then mingled and taught each 
other about the important facts and figures of the era’s politics, 
arts, science, and sports while partaking in a small alcohol-free 
snack.  Mr. Loiselle, student teacher to Mrs. Stephens, is cur-
rently teaching the Great Depression in American Studies 
classes, with Mrs. Stephens as his coach on the Explorer Team. 
Before Mr. Loiselle came to Kenmore, he served in the Army 
and went to Iraq twice.

Cougar 7 Cinema filled with Explorers and Fliers who stayed 
after school to watch "Fly Boys," a movie about World War I, 
starring James Franco. They have also seen “Roaring Twenties” 
starring James Cagney and Humphrey Bogart, to extend their 
study of the Roaring Twenties and the early years of the Great 
Depression.

On March 18, three Explorer students, Emnet, Guadalupe, and 
Mira, presented a lesson they had learned about Duke Elling-
ton and the growth of jazz in America to President Obama. 
They were thrilled to have such an esteemed audience, and Mr. 
Obama could not have been more gracious to the students.

Rincón Español
Roxana S. Echalar, Asistente Bilingüe de Recursos

Explorer students present a lesson to President Obama

7th Grade News
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

Debemos  empezar con los últimos acontecimientos,  ¿cuántas 
veces el Presidente de los Estados Unidos de América viene a 
visitarnos?  Ha sido un honor y  taL vez única oportunidad para 
todos nosotros tener al Presidente Obama en Kenmore.  He-
mos podido apreciar la democracia trabajando en los Estados 
Unidos.  Los estudiantes se portaron muy bien y la escuela bril-
laba de limpia y adornada, espero que cuando vengan se fijen en 
los trabajos de arte de los niños.  El Presidente firmó el  letrero 
de bienvenida hecho por la señora Yerovi.

Febrero y marzo  han  sido  meses muy ocupados para los pa-
dres latinos  de Kenmore.  Cada año  ofrecemos clases gratuitas  
de computadora, esta vez hemos tenido 10 horas de clases  en  
cuatro sábados en la mañana,   tuvimos mucha participación. . 
La señora Jureen Benjamín, Maestra de Tecnología y Comer-
cio de Kenmore  es la profesora.  La señora Roxana Echalar 
coordina  las clases e interpreta juntamente con la señora Naomi 
Yerovi.  Este año  tuvimos a Myra Flores, alumna de Kenmore, 
como voluntaria ayudando a los padres.  Pensamos que este 
servicio en que todos trabajan como voluntarios ha tenido 
mucho éxito todos estos años.  Mil gracias a los padres por in-
teresarse en la comunicación con la escuela.   Cuanto más pa-
dres aprenden  la tecnología moderna obtendrán  más informa-
ción acerca de la escuela y de sus hijos.  Apreciamos su interés.  
Gracias a todas las personas que como voluntarias hicieron po-
sible el desarrollo de estas clases.

Los estudiantes de HILT con las maestras señora Bonnie Loriz, 
señora Judyt Herrera, señora Elena Butterfield,  tuvieron 
varios paseos,  fueron al  Laboratorio al Aire Libre, donde hici-
eron experimentos en ciencias. Visitaron el Smithsonian para 
ver una representación de bailes y música  de Guinea,  África.   
Visitaron Mount Vernon, la casa de George Washington, Primer 
Presidente de los Estados Unidos.
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The Explorers are learning about Georgia O'Keeffe, an Ameri-
can artist famous for her large flower paintings.  After studying 
O’Keeffe and her style of painting, students will  try her tech-
niques to paint their own large flower pictures.  Watch for trans-
formation of the hallway walls, as we hope our paintings will 
appear there!

Next, students on both teams will begin a unit titled Popula-
tions and Ecosystems. They will be learning about populations 
and communities, genetics and heredity as well as studying bi-
omes of the world.

Math
All 7th grade students celebrated Pi Day on 3/14 during their 
math classes.  They measured the circumference and diameter of 
pies and other circular treats (see photos below) to find pi!  Only 
after completing the Pi Day objectives could students joyfully 
ingest the delectable pies they contributed to the lesson.  Pi Day 
is our math teachers’ most important holiday!

7th Grade News
continued from previous page

7th grade math students celebrate Pi Day.

English
Connecting to the American Studies lessons, Explorers also fo-
cused on the jazz age and Duke Ellington, but through the art-
work of Romare Bearden, William H. Johnson, and Palmer 
Hayden.  Students “read” the artists’ paintings, analyzed them, 
inferred meaning, and then began writing poetry and prose 
based on their analyses. By mining a thesaurus for million dollar 
words and slipping figurative language into their writing, stu-
dents learn that word choice matters!

Ms. Perkins has transformed her Fliers into cartographers, land-
use and city planners, architects, economists, environmentalists, 
and engineers as they dive deep into the Town Stories Project. 
Students are in the process of creating fictitious, but realistic 
towns. Working in groups, students began the project by creat-
ing town proposals that included information about the econ-
omy, government, history, people, and land and climate of their 
make-believe communities.  With this information in mind, the 
groups researched the states in which they located their towns, 
and then used this research to modify their proposals, making 
the towns as realistic as possible.  In the coming weeks, students 
will continue working in groups to produce narratives introduc-
ing the towns.  Finally, each student will write a short story that 
centers on one resident of the town and reveals the student’s 
understanding of the source citation process and story structure.

Science
Explorers and Fliers were at the Outdoor Lab in March. One 
Explorer group had to postpone and reschedule its Outdoor Lab 
trip because of President Obama’s visit to Kenmore, but we are 
OK with that! 

At the Outdoor Lab, students engaged in group activities for the 
lesson: Adaptations and our Environment. They looked at a 
succession field to see the growth of land from marsh to forest. 
Bird watching and learning about the benefits of a compost pile 
near the cottage were on the list of activities too. Students com-
pleted a scavenger hunt, worked on a food web of animals and 
plants, and net-fished for stream creatures to identify. A day at 
the Outdoor Lab is always a great outdoor science classroom 
experience, and this time both teams enjoyed pleasantly good 
weather too!
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English
The 8th grade English curriculum is bursting at the seams since 
we bid adieu to the Writing SOLs.  Thank you, parents, for tend-
ing to our students’ needs during testing!

Debates continue to roil, replete with visual presentations, rhe-
torical strategies, expert opinions, statistics, and team-work 
ethos.  We hope the Stars and Comets will spar in a last-round of 
debate tournaments later in the year.

We also begin original poetry writing and couple the process 
with different publishing and presentation forums.  We’ll inte-
grate portrait poetry, the slam genre, dance, and music elements 
for Focus Fest’s Duke Ellington theme

Finally, students continue Reader’s Theater script writing and 
presentations as we prep for Round 2 and late May’s Reading 
SOLs.

World Geography
Third quarter at Kenmore has been a busy one for World Geog-
raphy students.  In the last several weeks, they have traveled 
from East Asia where they learned about the ancient philoso-
phies of Taoism, Confucianism, and Shinto all the way to the 
Indian Subcontinent.  Most recently Geo students have taken an 
in depth look at the Middle East and North Africa.  In this re-
gion, they have focused on the role of petroleum in the global 
economy and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  All of our students 
really shined as they participated in a Socratic seminar, each 
providing proposed solutions to end the violence in this volatile 
region.  Next stop: North America.

Science
The eighth grade students are finishing up their chemistry com-
ponent of physical science.  They have studied acids and bases 
and how they react with each other.  The students will begin 
physics and how forces of motion affect the universe.

Math 8
The Math 8 students have been applying their algebraic skills to 
geometry during this third quarter.  The Real Number system, 
Squares and Square roots as well as angle measure are the pri-
mary content areas.  Students will be discovering the Pythago-
rean Theorem and applying the theorem to real life situations.  
They will also explore line and angle relationships and how they 
relate to the real world.

In celebration of Pi Day (3/14), students solved the literal equa-
tion C = π d for π, showing that the ratio of a circles circum-
ference to its diameter was approximately 3.14 (some students 
were more accurate than others!)  They each created their own 
“Personal Pi” and decorated the inside of their circles as crea-
tively as they wanted (see photo above).  In addition, they sang 
a Pi song to the tune of “American Pie”, catchy!

Algebra and Intensified Algebra
The algebra students have been applying systems of equations 
and exponents to real-life situations.  The intensified students 
will soon be introduced to polynomials and factoring.  The 
graphing calculator continues to be used in all algebra classes as 
a checking tool.  As the year progresses, students will have the 
opportunity to combine their algebraic and science skills as they 
are introduced to the vertical motion model to determine how 
long it will take an object to hit the ground given the initial ve-
locity and the initial height.

Intensified Geometry
Intensified Geometry students have studied in depth properties 
of triangles - in particular right triangles.  Students had the op-
portunity to create their own word problem in the Trigonometry 
in Real Life mini project.  Now an in depth look at circles is 
occurring.  Students are discovering many interesting aspects of 
placing angles and lines different places inside and outside of 
circles. Next students will move into constructions where they 
will be creating various geometric concepts using both a 
straightedge and a compass.

8th Grade News
Helen Parkhurst, Stars / Jill Lyttle, Comets

Math students decorated the 8th grade hallway as part of
their celebration of Pi Day on 3/14.
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In last month’s newsletter, we reported that HILT A & B stu-
dents were looking forward to several field trips during the 
month of March including field trips to the Outdoor Lab and to 
Mt. Vernon.  For this month’s newsletter, two students -- Ta-
hidul Alam and Kinza Zafar -- share their experiences from 
these field trips.

Outdoor Lab
On March 7, 2011 we went to the Outdoor Lab with 31 Globe-
trotters and four teachers: Ms. Loriz, Ms. Butterfield, Ms. 
Herrera, and Ms. Yerovi. The Outdoor Lab is in Haymarket, 
Va. We went there by school bus. It took us about one hour to 
get there. When we got there we met Mr. Neil, Anthony and 
Claire, who gave us hot chocolate with marshmallows. Every-
one liked the hot chocolate: it was so good! Then Mr. Neil said 
we had to wear hats and coats so we wouldn’t get cold outside. 
Next, we divided into three teams. Our guide was Anthony. First 
we played Monkey Island with him; it was so much fun playing 
that game! Then we hiked to a spring where we saw salamander 
eggs and crayfishes. Later, Anthony went to another group and 
we got Claire.

Claire was our second guide. She took us all the way to the top 
of Biscuit Mountain. There, we ate Graham crackers and rested. 
When we tried to get down, we lost the trail. So, we had to go 
back to top of the mountain to find our way back. We did, 
thanks to Claire. When we got back to the main lodge we ate 
our lunch on the porch. After lunch, we went to see the animals: 
we saw snakes, fishes, turtles, a bear skull and deer antlers. 

Globetrotter News
Elena Butterfield, HILTEX 7th / HILT teacher

I enjoyed our field trip because it was a sunny day and I hiked 
up the mountain with my friends. I hope we go there again, next 
year.

Tahidul Alam, 7th grade student
Country of Origin: Bangladesh

Mount Vernon
On Friday March 11, the Globetrotters went to Mount Vernon, 
George Washington’s house. First, we saw how the Colonists 
used to live back in the day. We saw how they cooked on an 
open fire. A lady named Sara Marie was baking Lafayette’s 
Gingerbread in an oven that looked like two pots placed on top 
of each other. 

Next, we saw how they made thread out of cotton, which was 
very interesting to me. We also saw how they made buckets for 
slaves to use on the plantation. Some slaves’ jobs were to work 
on the farm. They had to plant as well as harvest food. 

Then, we went inside George Washington’s house. We saw his 
dining table, where he and his family used to eat. We saw some 
guest rooms. In every bedroom there was a fireplace to keep 
warm. We saw his children’s crib that he gifted to his wife Mar-
tha’s daughter. We saw his room and where he died. Outside, we 
also saw his and his wife’s graves. It was really interesting to us, 
who come from many countries, to visit the First American 
president’s house. I hope that we all get a chance to see it again.

Kinza Zafar, 7th grade student
Country of origin: Pakistan

Globetrotter students took field trips to the Outdoor Lab and to Mount Vernon last month.
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There always seem to be special celebrations in the Kenmore 
Library. Recently, Mary Stump (Librarian) and Mary Kenely 
(Reading Specialist) teamed up to co-sponsor our annual 
African-American Read-In. It was a wonderful event, with 
several guest readers from inside and outside our school lending 
their talents to the occasion. Special thanks to: Chris Jones (In-
structional Assistant), Mike Goodman (Instructional Technol-
ogy Coordinator), Leslie Stockton (Minority Achievement Co-
ordinator), Paula Lamina (APS Secondary Specialist for Eng-
lish language Arts), Dr. Patrick Murphy (Superintendent of 
Schools), Cynne Simpson (WJLA-TV News), and our two stu-
dent readers, Zaria Miller (7th grade) and Mecca Russell (8th 
grade).

Library Corner
Mary Stump, Kenmore Librarian

Dr. Patrick Murphy (top) and Cynne Simpson (above) read to 
students during Kenmore’s annual African-American Read-In.

Author Mitali Perkins visits with students via Skype.

The 7th grade TAB group had a special treat on March 22nd -- a 
Skype visit with author Mitali Perkins. For half an hour, the 
students, gathered in the Library Computer Lab, asked questions 
of the author and commented on her books that they had read 
prior to the visit. Ms. Perkins, visiting from a laptop at her home 
in Massachusetts, talked about her life, her writing and publish-
ing experience, and the inspirations for her characters and plots.

Finally, as part of National School Library Month, all TAB 
members will go to Central Library on April 6th for a special 
presentation.  Sara Lewis Holmes, author of Operation Yes, 
will discuss her writing and her book. Students have received a 
copy of the book and will be able to get it signed by the author 
during the visit.

IMPORTANT DATES
• Tue, April 12, 7 pm - For our PTA meeting, we will 

be joined by a speaker who will talk about back-
pack weight.  Please join us for an informal dis-
cussion on this important topic at our final formal 
PTA meeting of the year.

• Wed, April 13,2:45-4 pm - Kenmore after school 
check-in students, along with fifth graders at Carlin 
Springs Elementary, will be bagging meals for the 
homeless in the Kenmore cafeteria as a commu-
nity service to benefit A-SPAN.
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Kenmore hosted our Silent Auction and Night of the Arts on 
March 25.  We had over 100 families in attendance and over 400 
fantastic bid items.  Thanks to our strong and overwhelming 
community support we were able to raise over $12K.  For those 
of you who missed our major event of the school year, we had 
many outstanding donations from a wide assortment of generous 
business and individual donors.  I extend thanks on behalf of the 
entire Kenmore community to the many volunteers that made 
this evening a success, including:
• Ann Wilson who picked up silent auction contributions, 

helped on baskets, donated items, and worked the check-out 
along with Kent Wilson and the rest of their family.  As a 
former Honored Citizen recognized by Arlington County 
School Board and as an eighth grade parent, we appreciate 
her service and dedication to Kenmore over the years.

• Tina and Chris Worden and their family who coordinated 
wicker baskets and worked check out.  We appreciate their 
service over the years to Kenmore.

• Deborah Hartman for helping on silent auction and worked 
with me on eScrip during this school year

• Marjorie Macieira and the Mitchell family for their dona-
tions and ongoing support of other activities.

• Michal Warshow and Joel Bluestein who worked on a 
comprehensive silent auction catalog, which also generated 
400 detailed bid sheets.

• Karen, Michael and Julia Landini who set up the tables, 
laying out 400 bid sheets in two hour time frame, and have 
previously organized Kenmore's silent auctions.  Julia 
Landini drew this year's $5 silent auction dollars.

On Thursday, April 14, I will be at a ceremony hosted by the 
Arlington County School Board, and am receiving the  distinc-
tion of being  an  "Honored Citizen" for 2011.   This recogni-
tion is awarded annually to special volunteers who have made 
contributions over the years to Arlington County Public 
Schools.   Thank you to Dr. John Word, along with the entire 
Kenmore administration and staff;  the  Hilton Arlington;  Phil 
Klingelhofer,  W-L High School PTA President; and Deanne 
Sobczak, Ashlawn PTA President ,who all individually and col-
lectively had a hand in crafting my application.  Special thanks 
to Marjorie Macieira and Milagros Martinez who seconded 
my nomination to the school board.   To the Kenmore commu-
nity, I cannot thank you enough for  this special achievement.  
On a personal note, my twentieth year wedding anniversary will 
take place on April 14, 2011.  I will always remember this very 
special day and appreciate your outpouring of support.

PTA News / Silent Auction
Carolyn Carlson, Kenmore PTA President
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Wanted: Your Stories, Photos, Ideas
The Kenmore Cougar is looking for stories, photos, and suggestions for future 
issues. Parents, teachers, staff and students are all welcome to contribute! School 
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alumni. If you’d like to see a favorite teacher, staff member, or graduate recog-
nized in the Kenmore Cougar, please contact Kenmore Cougar contributing editor 
Barbara Naland at nalandfamily@yahoo.com.
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