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Se acerca la primavera quiero compartir con ustedes algunos 
pensamientos acerca de como podemos asegurar que nuestros 
niños estén sanos y salvos en la primavera y en el verano. Quer-
emos concentrarnos en la seguridad después de la escuela. ¿Sa-
ben ustedes que por lo menos una vez por semana algún padre 
preocupado llama para decir que sus hijos no han llegado to-
davía a la casa? ¿Se dan cuenta que muchos de nuestros adoles-
centes se aventuran a ir a varios lugares sin que los papas sepan 
y es a veces en la escuela media lo hacen por primera vez en su 
vida? Y hay ocasiones en que ellos consiguen permiso para ir al 
cine, a centro de compras “mall” o a cualquier otro lugar sin 
supervisión. Es algo de la naturaleza de los adolescentes pero 
que nosotros tenemos que estar preparados de antemano.

Durante la última salida temprana cerca de quince de nuestros 
estudiantes se reunieron en la casa de uno de de ellos para ir a 
Ballston Mall. El grupo estaba sin supervisión y cuando cruza-
ban Carlin Springs Road para tomar el ómnibus ART uno de los 
estudiantes fue atropellado por un auto. Felizmente los daños no 
fueron serios. 

Déjenme compartir algunas de las actividades que tenemos en 
los días de salida temprana y después de la escuela donde los 
estudiantes estarán en buenas manos. Esencialmente hay dos 
horas de salida a las 2:24 y 4:15 de la tarde. A las 2:24 espera-
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As spring approaches I want to share with you 
some thoughts on how we can ensure a safe 
and sound experience for our children through 
the spring and into the summer. This message 
will focus on the safety of our students after 
school. Did you know that at least once a 

week a distraught parent comes or calls to say that their child 
has not arrived at home? Did you know that many young ado-
lescents venture out on their own to various places without their 
parents’ knowledge for the first time in their lives during middle 
school? And, there are times when our young people get “us” to 
consent to giving them “space” to go to the movies, mall and 
elsewhere with little or no adult supervision. This is a small part 
of the nature of adolescence that we can proactively prepare for 
and respond to.

During our last early release day about 15 of our students gath-
ered at the home of one student as they prepared to go to Ball-
ston Mall. The group was unsupervised, and while crossing Car-
lin Springs Road to catch the ART bus one of the students was 
struck by a car. Fortunately, there was no serious injury. 

Let me share with you some activities that are available on early 
release and after school where our students will be in good 
hands. Essentially there are two dismissal times at Kenmore 
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Upcoming Events
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore 
web site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA 
news e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each 
week containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

FEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARYFEBRUARY

Tue 3/1 TAB (Grade Level Lunches)
Wed 3/3 3:15 PM Wrestling vs. Jefferson

Fri - Sat 3/4 - 3/5 District Band Festival (Kenmore)
Fri 3/4 MS Conferences

Mon 3/7 2:35 PM Orchestra Rehearsal
Mon 3/7 Outdoor Lab (Fliers/Globetrotters)
Tue 3/8 7:00 PM PTA/Silent Auction Mtg.
Tue 3/8 Outdoor Lab (Fliers/Globetrotters)
Wed 3/9 Discovery Theater (Globetrotters)
Wed 3/9 Outdoor Lab (Fliers/Globetrotters)

Wed-Thu 3/9-3/10 Writing SOLs
Thu 3/10 11:54 AM Early Release
Thu 3/10 2:00 PM Wrestling County Meet @ Swanson
Thu 3/10 3:15 PM Swim Meet vs. Jefferson @ WL
Fri 3/11 9:40 AM Mt. Vernon (Globetrotters)

Fri - Sat 3/11 - 3/12 5:00 PM District Orchestra Festival
Fri 3/11 Kenmore News

Mon - Wed 3/14 - 3/16 Outdoor Lab (Explorers)
Mon - Tue 3/14 - 3/15 SOL Writing Make-ups

Thu 3/17 Jazz Pyramid Festival @ W-L
Thu 3/17 1:00 PM Urban Artistry Performance
Thu 3/17 3:15 PM Swim Meet vs. Williamsburg @ WL

Fri - Sat 3/18 - 3/19 District Choral Festival
Fri 3/18 Principal's Forum
Sat 3/19 10:00 AM Hispanic Parent Meeting
Tue 3/22 7:00 PM Jr. Honors Concert
Tue 3/22 TAB (Grade Level Lunches)
Wed 3/23 Knowledge Masters Comp (6th grade)
Thu 3/24 Arlington Idol
Fri 3/25 Kenmore News
Fri 3/25 6:30 PM Silent Auction 
Tue 3/29 9:30 AM String Day (6th Grade)
Thu 3/31 3:15 PM Swim Meet vs. Swanson @Yorktown
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Sandra Morris was born and raised in Charleston, West Virginia, 
where she attended public schools. She graduated from West 
Virginia University with a major in English, and later earned a 
master’s plus 30 at the University of Virginia in Falls Church. 
Before moving to Virginia in 1987, she taught 6th and 7th grade 
English in New Jersey for 15 years.

Kenmore Cougar: What led you to a career as a math 
teacher? Was there any particular event or person that 
sparked your interest in math?
Ms. Morris: My family and I moved to Virginia in 1987 and I 
began working for the Arlington Public School System. My first 
assignment in Arlington was teaching Basic Skills Math to fifth 
graders. So, I attended UVA and took math classes in order to 
teach math for Arlington. At first, I thought I wouldn't enjoy 
teaching math, but I was very wrong. I loved math and decided 
that I wanted to teach math forever. Ms. Susan Weaver taught at 
Glebe with me when I first began to teach in Arlington. She was 
a math teacher and I worked very closely with her. She had a 
passion for math and this passion rubbed off on me!
KC: What brought you to Kenmore, and what do you like 
about this school and its philosophy?
Ms. Morris: When Arlington decided that sixth grade would be 
placed in Middle School, elementary teachers who taught sixth 
grade had to relocate to a middle school. Before making that 
transition to middle school, I visited all of the middle schools. 
When I walked into the door of the old Kenmore, I immediately 
felt welcomed and comfortable. Dr. Lampkins, the principal at 
that time, allowed me to talk with teachers and students about 
why Kenmore was the place for me. I agreed that I belonged at 
Kenmore. I loved the diverse population, the caring staff, and of 
course the loving parents and students. Kenmore is my second 
home.
I know several parents in the community who are very caring 
and involved with working to help Kenmore stay the great place 
that it is. For example, when I was out sick in September, I re-
ceived numerous cards, telephone calls, and emails from stu-
dents and parents. After returning to Kenmore the students had 
decorated my door and left gifts and candy for me. The staff was 
equally concerned and caring. Kenmore is a warm nourishing 
place for students and staff. Kenmore offers a range of several 
educational, art and technology programs for students.
KC: Many are worried that U.S. students’ math scores lag 
behind those of their peers in many other industrialized 
countries. What are some of the ways Kenmore is working 
to improve students’ proficiency in math?

KC Interview by Barbara Naland, Kenmore Cougar contributing editor

A Passion for Math: Sandra Morris, 6th Grade Math Teacher
Ms. Morris: Kenmore has several math programs for students. 
There is Fast Math that meets in the early morning, there is an 
after school program for each grade level. A math teacher was 
hired to remediate students during one of their elective periods. 
Ms. Kiefer, our math instructional resource teacher, has her door 
always open to assist students with math. My door is also al-
ways open to help any students. We are working very hard at 
Kenmore in math to make sure that students are mastering math 
objectives and skills.
KC: What do you like to do in your leisure time? Do you 
have any special plans for retirement?
Ms. Morris: In my leisure time, I enjoy reading, attending plays 
and going to shows at the Kennedy Center. I also spend a lot of 
time with my grandchildren. When I retire I plan to continue 
attending plays, and I want to travel to Europe with my hus-
band, who is already retired military.

Ms. Morris with two of her students, Matthew and Jermaine.
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Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor (8th Grade)

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserv-
ing recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle 
School. Students are nominated based on various qualities such 
as their dedication to academic success, consistently putting 
forth their best effort, participation in school clubs/events, help-
fulness to others, and demonstrating kindness and respect to 
peers and teachers. A photo and paragraph recognizing the stu-
dent is posted on the bulletin board in the main hallway and 
students are awarded a certificate on the Principal's Forum.
Students of the Month for January were:

• Clippers: Carolina Hernandez
• Schooners: Justin McMahan
• Explorers: Youssef Juarez Chaclan
• Fliers: Nelly Pantoja-Barrientos
• Comets: Jackelin Citalin
• Stars: Jose Zurita
• Producers: Marina Gonzalez
• Globetrotters: Carolina Gallegos Quiguango

Students of the Month for February were:

• Clippers: Martin Argueta-Jarquin
• Schooners: Yuyada Tesfay
• Explorers: Samantha Stipe
• Fliers: Bileg Battogtokh
• Comets: Rafael Velasquez
• Stars: Elli Bosch
• Producers: Jin Tian Acton
• Encore: Kanika Hav
• Globetrotters: Kinza Zafar

The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student's positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
"catch" students doing an honorable act and give him/her recog-
nition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from assist-
ing a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to helping 
out another student in trouble. The student receives a certificate 
and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/guardians are 
notified of their child's award via mail. Students receiving 
Paws of Honor so far in the 2010-2011 school year are:

Ever Franco Maddie Warnke Ariam Kidane
Elizabeth Hawley Jose Alonzo Jose Lopez
Natneal Rike Jose Zurita Torrico Lyric Hatcher
Zaria Miller Anise Jordan-Dorsey Min Zhong
Brandi Moore Charles Contreras Gabby Young
Lexi Camacuari Zawad Bid Zahid Vicky Vo
Maria Anderson Daniel McCreedy Crystal Tran
Jin Tian Acton Roberto Mendoza Noreen Syed
Jonathan Tobar Steven Wynkoop Syena Amaha
Andrea Kaplan Juan Carlos Aquino Paul Petrich
Katherina Argueta Mohammad Khan Alice Naland
Samantha Stipe Miriam Cruz-Guzman Jose Lopez
Celia Martyn Kimberly Castro Barrios

Paws of Honor
Erin Gagen, Counselor (8th Grade)

March is Arts in Education Month and there are plenty of op-
portunities to catch the arts in action in Arlington schools.

The Virginia Band and Orchestra Directors Association 
(VBODA) District XII Middle School Band Festival will take 
place March 4 and 5 at Kenmore with students, parents and staff 
from Thomas Jefferson hosting the event.   The Kenmore Sym-
phonic Band will play at 4:40 p.m. on March 4 and the Concert 
Band will play on March 5 at 10:20 a.m.

Washington-Lee will host the VBODA District XII High 
School Band Festival the following weekend (March 11 and 
12).  The Orchestra District Festival will take place that same 
weekend out at South Lakes High School in Reston, VA.  Ken-
more will be playing Friday evening at 6:45 p.m.

Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

As part of the Humanities Project which brings the arts into the 
schools, Urban Artistry will be performing for Kenmore stu-
dents on March 17 at 1:00 p.m.  Their program will show stu-
dents how African, Latin, and American social dances have in-
fluenced the hip hop style of dance.

The Big Kickin’ Jazz Band will participate in the Jazz Band 
Pyramid Festival on March 17 at Washington-Lee.

Sixth grade Showtime students will be in full rehearsals by the 
end of the month for their production of Once Upon a Mattress 
which will take place on April 7 and 8 at 7:00 p.m.
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Sixth-graders continue to ask questions and be asked questions 
to apply what they are learning in the classroom to the “real” 
world.

As we get ready for parent, student, and teacher conferences, 
students have been challenged with the analogy of how King 
George acts as a parent to his colonial children overseas. The 
colonies have risen up against the King, declared their inde-
pendence, and now must establish their own government. How 
can the colonies create a government that is not tyrannical? 
What accountability or checks and balances can be built in?

In Science, students have been able to see water’s properties in 
action through hands-on experiments. Next, they will be looking 
at weather. What effect does the earth’s rotation and revolution 
have on wind and seasons? What conditions create opportunities 
for sea breezes, tornadoes, and hurricanes?

In Math, students are applying their knowledge of rates and ra-
tios to show their understanding of concepts such as miles per 
hour or dollars per hour. What would be a better buy at the store 
when identifying unit per price? To demonstrate their under-
standing of proportions, students will need to adjust a recipe for 
a smaller or larger number of servings. 

6th Grade News
Susan Tanigawa, Clippers / Christopher Junghans, Schooners

Clipper students are starting read “Divided Loyalties” which is a 
play that focuses on one family as they have different perspec-
tives on the Revolutionary War and how to be involved to fight 
for what each member believes. All sixth graders are reading 
independently in and out of class, making connections, predic-
tions, asking questions and discovering various writing styles.

Students are then playing with their own writing styles in Eng-
lish as they make better word choices, write from different 
points of view, and include their own personalities. They are 
sharpening their reading skills by being purposeful writers. They 
can ask themselves and create interesting writing by asking 
questions such as: What inference can I have my reader make? 
What do I want my reader to think, feel, or do when he/she fin-
ishes reading my work? What do the writers that I enjoy reading 
actually do to make their writing interesting to me?

Our sixth-graders are starting to ask better questions on their 
own and making some great connections throughout their 
classes independently. 

Clipper students created these protest posters recruiting others to join the Sons of Liberty.
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American Studies
In February, American Studies classrooms were learning about 
the causes and consequences of WWI on the United States.  In 
Mrs. Stephens’s classes, students actively participated in a 
simulation of the international political climate leading to the 
outbreak and escalation of WWI. Students also simulated the 
reasons behind the tactics of trench warfare to get a real feeling 
of why it was used as a departure from other methods of battle-
field preparation. In this experiential exercise, the students 
safely bombarded each other with balled-up paper “projectiles” 
in various waves of attack. They could easily see why it was 
necessary to dig down in order to protect themselves. In Mr. 
Paparella’s class, students examined images of actual propa-
ganda from WWI and also from the recent war in Iraq, to see 
how propaganda is used to change public opinion and influence 
people’s actions. Students then crafted their own propaganda in 
support of the American effort in WWI or the current “Overseas 
Contingency Operations” fighting terrorism.

English
Our coffee house – An Evening with Langston Hughes and 7th 
Grade Poets – was a great evening of poetry, complete with cof-
fee, cookies, candle-lit tables, and the snapping fingers of our 
appreciative audience. Students shared Langston Hughes’s po-
ems, integrating musical instruments, gestures, movement, and 
tableau into their performances. Many students also shared their 
original extended metaphor poems and heritage poems. We are 
proud of all our student performers and thankful for the warm 
and friendly audience that supported this event. 

What comes next in English? In March we will continue to 
practice research skills, focus on literary analysis, and write 
compositions. Texting Experts Beware! The rules of English 
usage and mechanics are alive and well! 

Math
In all Math 7 classes, our study of algebra continues by learning 
about functions. We've played "What's my rule?" and used func-
tions to represent real world situations. Intensified Math 7 stu-
dents are studying percents. Ask your students to calculate the 
appropriate tip for your restaurant bill the next time your family 
goes out for a meal, or ask them to calculate your shopping dis-
count using their knowledge of percents.

Science
After a very successful Science Fair and Science Night, twenty 
top scoring students were selected for the Northern Virginia 
Science Fair at Wakefield March 5. Good Luck to them!

Our next focus in class is on plants. We have just dissected 
seeds and watched them sprout, exploring the parts (even with 
microscopes) and determining the function of each part. We 
have experimented with transpiration, where 90% of all water a 
plant absorbs is not used for photosynthesis, but goes "out the 
top" through transpiration. We will be exploring plant reproduc-
tion, even dissecting flowers, by the time of this newsletter.

Most exciting of all, we will go to the Outdoor Lab in March to 
observe ecosystems and work at a dozen environmental learning 
stations, conducting tests and explaining observations. Parent 
chaperones are still needed. Contact your child’s science teacher 
if you would like to chaperone, and many thanks to those who 
have already volunteered. Outdoor lab dates? Fliers and Globe-
trotters go March 7-9, and Explorers go March 14-16.

Explorer students perform during Kenmore’s annual 7th grade 
Coffee House evening of poetry.  See the facing page for more 

photos from this wonderful evening.

7th Grade News
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers
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Explorer (l) and Flier (r) students perform during Kenmore’s annual 7th grade Coffee House
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Science
The eighth graders are finishing science fair procedures and 
preparing for the Regional Science fair. Some will continue to 
write science papers for the Virginia Junior Academy of Science 
competition. All are learning about atoms and the way they form 
new substances as they study chemical reactions in class. Stu-
dents are performing different types of reactions and seeing how 
science is fun and fundamental!

World Geography
Now that we've crossed the mid-year mark, students at Kenmore 
have started looking at world regions in their Geography 
Classes. Up to this point, students have learned about the vari-
ous types of Geography and will now be applying what they've 
learned to specific world regions. So far, students have taken a 
trip to Latin America and to Asia where they have studied the 
culture, demographics, and levels of economic development. 
Next stop: the Middle East and North Africa. Students can look 
forward to analyzing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the effect of 
the petroleum industry on economic development, as well as 
current events in Egypt, Afghanistan, and Iraq.

Algebra and Intensified Algebra
Graphing calculators have been introduced to the intensified 
students and will soon be utilized by the regular algebra stu-
dents. It is strongly recommended that the calculators be used as 
a checking tool. There is a lot to learn regarding the graphing 
calculator. Determining line of best fit as well as graphing linear 
equations is a few of the lessons we will cover or have covered. 
Much of the third quarter will be spent solving and graphing 
inequalities. Systems of equations will be introduced to the 
regular algebra students. The Intensified students will also solve 
and graph systems of inequalities. The quarter will end applying 
exponent properties involving products and quotients. There 
will be a focus on the use of scientific notation in algebra as the 
third marking period comes to a close in March. In celebration 
of Valentine’s Day, students completed a Math Valentine where 
they used math vocabulary to write a Valentine poem. This pro-
ject definitely showed the students’ creativity and mathematical 
knowledge.

Math 8
Students have been reviewing how to solve equations and apply 
these skills to solving inequalities. As the quarter progresses we 
will also apply algebra to geometry by investigating the Py-
thagorean Theorem in detail. Students will be given the oppor-
tunity to apply the Pythagorean Theorem to real life situations. 
If you walk three miles south and five miles east, how much 
more or less would you walk if you could return home on the 

diagonal? We will also study complementary and supplementary 
angles and the relationship between lines and angles. City plan-
ners make use of lines and angle measures when they design 
neighborhoods. In celebration of Valentine’s Day, students com-
pleted an Algebra Valentine where they used math vocabulary to 
write a Valentine poem. This project definitely showed the stu-
dents’ creativity and mathematical knowledge.

Intensified Geometry
Students are finishing up studying triangles. We are looking at 
the sine, cosine, and tangent ratios. Our study of Trigonometry 
will be applied both to basic problems and real life situations. 
Next we will be studying circles. Circles have many interesting 
properties which will be very new to many students. In celebra-
tion of Valentine’s Day, students completed a Geometry Valen-
tine where they used math vocabulary to write a Valentine 
poem. This project definitely showed the students’ creativity and 
mathematical knowledge.

English
In English classes, Stars and Comets are busy preparing for our 
upcoming March writing SOL. The SOL takes place on March 
9th and 10th and includes a grammar multiple choice section 
and a direct writing prompt. We have delved deeply into gram-
mar study and are learning about the intricacies of comma us-
age, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, punctuation, 
capitalization, spelling, sentence combining, and much more! 
Be sure to eat a good breakfast and get plenty of sleep on March 
9th and 10th to ensure success on this SOL.

8th Grade News
Helen Parkhurst, Stars / Jill Lyttle, Comets

Last month, 8th grade students completed an Algebra Valentine 
where they used math vocabulary to write a Valentine poem.
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HILT A & B students are looking forward to several field trips. 
The first field trip will be to the Outdoor Lab on Monday, 
March 7th. The second field trip will be to the Smithsonian on 
Wednesday, March 9th to see Balafon, a West African Music/
dance group. The final field trip will be to Mt. Vernon on Fri-
day, March 11th, thanks to a grant from the PTA.

Ms. Loriz’s HILT A students have been very busy. In Language 
Arts we have been reading and discussing Pocahontas. Next we 
will read Sacajawea. Students have also written some very in-
spired sensory poems about nature and the city. In Social Stud-
ies we learned about US Regions, Native Americans and Early 
European Exploration. Students learned the 50 states and capi-
tals! In Science we traveled to out of space to learn about the 
solar system and now we have zoomed in on earth and have 
been learning how scientists classify living things. Students 
have also been learning to conduct research using the library 
and the internet. In Social Studies students researched an early 
European Explorer and in Science we each researched a differ-
ent invertebrate. But conducting research is not the only thing 
the HILT A students have learned; students have also created 
their first power point presentations! We have done different 
tableau in the different classes; and we are completing the pages 
for our book project.

In HILT math, Ms. Rodriguez’s students are working on the 
Statistics Unit. They have studied mean, median, mode, and 
range. Next, they will be making and analyzing different types 
of graphs, such as circle, stem-and-leaf and box-and-whisker 
plots.

In Ms. Butterfield’s English class, the students have finished 
reading the true story of Kate Shelley. She lived in the 1800’s 
and was hailed a hero owing to her courage in preventing a sure 
train wreck. The students are writing poems “I am” poems from 
different points of view. The students in HILTex have read po-
ems by Robert Frost and by Japanese Haiku masters such as Issa 
and Basho. They are currently writing their own haiku’s. 

In Science class, the HILT students are learning about chemistry. 
They performed a lab using Lugol’s solution to check for starch 
in some common carbohydrates such as potato, cereal, pasta, 
and cracker. They wrote a lab report explaining the procedures, 
observations and conclusion. Currently, they are researching 
elements and compounds that are present in the human body, in 
nature, or in manufactured products. We’re looking forward to 
our field trip to the Outdoor Lab on Monday, March 7th , to take 
a Nature walk and build team skills. 

Globetrotter News
Elena Butterfield, HILTEX 7th / HILT teacher

Actividades
El 13 de marzo toda la escuela Kenmore tuvo el paseo al “Ken-
nedy Center”. Este es un proyecto que viene de muchos años y 
donde participan todos los estudiantes y todas las personas que 
trabajan en la escuela Kenmore. Este año se ha contratado más 
de 12 ómnibus para esta ocasión y todos hemos participado de 
un magnifico programa de baile y música preparado por la fa-
mosa bailarina y coreógrafa Debbie Allen. Con esta obra 
“Oman… O man!” Ella une dos culturas, la americana y la 
árabe en un festival de colores y música. Pregunten a sus hijos 
que les pareció el programa y si entendieron el mensaje. ( todos 
tenemos muchas cosas en común, iguales o parecidas) Es para 
toda la escuela Kenmore una gran oportunidad y un privilegio 
tener como socio al “Kennedy Center”. Cada año nos ayuda y 
ayuda a los maestros de Kenmore a integrar en las lecciones el 
arte teatral.

El 21 de Marzo, en la reunión mensual para padres hispanos el 
señor Edson Bravo, encargado de los programas de recreación 
para los adolescentes del Departamento de Parques y Recrea-
ción, hizo una presentación de los programas de verano en Ar-
lington. “Prepare a su Hijo para el Verano”

Deseo aprovechar esta ocasión para agradecer a Leslie Stockton 
y Edson Bravo por las magnificascharlas de orientacion. Ellos 
son voluntarios que dan su tiempo en un día sábado para ayudar 
a nuestras familias hispanas de Kenmore. Y queremos agradecer 
también a los Administradores de la escuela Kenmore y en es-
pecial a la Señora Shauna Dyer por la labor que hacen para que 
nuestros niños tengan la oportunidad de tener paseos y experi-
encias que no podrían en muchos casos hacerlo por falta de 
tiempo o de dinero.

Conferencia Multicultural
Este es el cuarto año que se lleva a cabo la Conferencia Multi-
cultural para todos los padres de otros idiomas que tienen hijos 
en las Escuelas Públicas de Arlington. Es una oportunidad para 
que los padres puedan participar de una conferencia llena de 
actividades de orientación. Los cursos serán en ingles, español, 
mongolés, árabe, amárico y bengali. Este evento comienza a las 
9 de la mañana. Habrá también un pequeño almuerzo, música y 
cuidado de niños. Si está interesado en esta conferencia y quiere 
participar, tiene que llamar a la señora Echalar, teléfono 703-
228-6788 para que ella los inscriba. 

Rincón Español
Roxana S. Echalar, Asistente Bilingüe de Recursos
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On February 10, an early release day, Kenmore after school 
check-in students bagged 101 meals in one hour to help the 
homeless through the Arlington Street People’s Assistance Net-
work (A-SPAN). All of the meals were distributed later that 
evening. The students were joined by Kenmore check-in staff 
and nine eighth graders selected by eighth grade counselor Erin 
Gagen. Special thanks to Elizabeth Gaffin who bought the gro-
ceries, Jan Sacharko, Director of Development at A-SPAN, and 
four managers of the Hilton Arlington – Vickie, Renee, Robert 
and Carlos – who donated the cookies and assisted our students 
with bagging.  Kudos and congratulations to everyone who par-
ticipated on a job well done!

On Friday evening, March 25, 2011 from 6:30 – 9:00 pm, our 
PTA will be hosting a Silent Auction and Night of the Arts. I 
know it will be a fun and family friendly event.  Kenmore mu-
sic, dance, and chorus students will be performing. We’ll have a 
delicious menu selection in our cafeteria beginning at 6 pm. 
Selected student artwork will be available for auction.

In January, our PTA made a $1,000 donation to Save the Arling-
ton Planetarium. On the evening of March 25, weather permit-
ting, we are hoping to be joined by members of the Northern 
Virginia Astronomy Club (NOVAC) and Save the Planetarium 
representatives so our students can view the stars through multi-
ple telescopes later that evening. If successful, this wonderful 
evening will be culminated by a lovely “Night of the Stars.”

For the silent auction component, we will have at least 230 
items available including thirteen special items that are posted 
on our website - www.apsva.us/kenmore - for early bidding in-
cluding a custom made NHL hockey stick autographed by 
Washington Capitals All-Star Alex Ovechkin as well as six all 
day park hopper passes to Walt Disney World.

It really takes a village to conduct a silent auction. This special 
event would not be successful or possible without the help of 
numerous parent and student volunteers who have offered their 
valuable time and talents, along with countless Kenmore 
instructors/administration and the many generous donors in our 
Kenmore community who have offered some very lovely and 
coveted donations. I am hoping to capture the names of each 
and every individual whose been involved so they can be recog-
nized in the silent auction catalog.

In conclusion, I would like to take a moment to say, “Thank 
you, thank you, and if I don’t say it often enough, thank you to 
everyone for all of your support and hope you'll be joining us 
for a fantastic evening that the entire family can enjoy."

PTA News 
Carolyn Carlson, Kenmore PTA President

In December and January, Kenmore’s Student Council Asso-
ciation held a winter clothing drive.  Students and staff were 
encouraged to bring in sweaters, hats, gloves, coats, and any sort 
of winter clothes.  Collection bins were set up around the 
school.  The drive was a huge success!  Many, many bags of 
clothes were brought in, and all clothes were donated to A-
SPAN (Arlington Street People's Assistance Network).  It is 
wonderful to know that these clothes will go to help people in 
our community.

Winter Clothes Drive
Jill Lyttle, 8th Grade Comets Lead Teacher

Ms. Lyttle and students with winter clothes collected for A-SPAN 
(Arlington Street People's Assistance Network).

Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, 8th grade Stars team lead teacher

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education labels that 
are found on General Mills; Betty Crocker; Kleenex; Old El 
Paso; Ziploc; etc. products.   There is a collection box at the 
attendance window as well as in the teacher mail room.  Ms. 
Parkhurst really appreciates those students/parents who have 
graduated from Kenmore, but still drop off box tops.  Thanks!

To review which products carry the logo, please visit 
http://www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list of the 
qualifying products.   Just a reminder when submitting ...  It is 
greatly appreciated when the labels are cut along the dotted 
lines.  The box tops must be in groups of 50 for submission.  It’s 
so easy to group them when they have already been “cut to 
size”.  Thanks again for participating in such a worthwhile pro-
ject.  The next submission date is March 30,2011. 

http://www.apsva.us/kenmore
http://www.apsva.us/kenmore
http://www.boxtops4education.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
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2:24 and 4:15. At 2:24, we expect students to leave the school 
grounds and go home either by walking or by bus. Those who 
travel by car and who have not been picked up by 2:40 may be 
brought back into the building to wait for their rides. Students 
should not be waiting unsupervised. At 4:15, we use the same 
dismissal procedures. Students should leave the school grounds 
and go home walking or on the late bus. Students waiting for the 
bus should wait in the cafeteria. Those who travel by car and 
who have not been picked up 4:30 may be brought back into the 
building to wait for their rides. Students should not be unsuper-
vised in the bus loop, on the fields and/or throughout the build-
ing. It is important that we can account for the every student.

The Arlington Parks and Recreation Department of Teens pro-
vides county wide activities on High School and Middle School 
Early Release Days and Teacher Work Days. These activities 
have included skating and ski trips, trips to the Verizon Center 
and Entertainment Centers like Ultra Zone. Every week our 
activities coordinator post a listing of all of the school sponsored 
activities. These include intramurals on Monday, Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. The Parks and Recreation Teen Club is at Kenmore 
on Wednesdays and Fridays. Students sign up after school in the 
gym, and the coordinator, who is a familiar face at Kenmore, 
Mr. Edson Bravo, supervises them in fun and enriching activi-
ties until 4:15. There are no requirements or restrictions for par-
ticipating. Students only need to sign up. There are many excit-
ing things happening at Kenmore everyday. This is the period in 
students’ lives when they are seeking independence. We don’t 
want to compromise their need for independence by allowing 
them to be in unsafe situations. For young adolescents, if it is 
unsupervised, it is unsafe.

mos que los estudiantes salgan de la escuela y se vayan directa-
mente a la casa ya sea caminando o en el bus. Los que se van en 
automóvil y no han sido recogidos las 2:40 regresaran y es-
peraran para que los recojan dentro del edificio. Los estudiantes 
no podrán estar sin supervisión. A las 4:15 usamos el mismo 
procedimiento, los estudiantes caminaran o tomaran el ómnibus. 
A las 4:30 los niños que están esperando por un autobús es-
peraran dentro de la cafetería. Los que viajan en automóvil y no 
han sido recogidos hasta las 4:35 tendrán que volver al edificio 
a esperar que los recojan. Los estudiantes no pueden estar sin 
supervisión, afuera o dentro del edificio. Es importante que po-
damos saber donde esta cada estudiante.

El Departamento de Parques y Recreo provee actividades para 
los adolescentes en todo el Condado dentro de las escuelas se-
cundarias, y las escuelas medias tanto en los días de salida tem-
prana como en “Días de trabajo para los Maestros” Estas ac-
tividades pueden incluir paseos para ir a patinar o esquiar, 
paseos al Verison Center y a centros de entretenimiento como 
“UltraZone”. Cada semana nuestro coordinador de actividades 
pone una lista de todas las actividades patrocinadas por la escu-
ela. Estas incluyen actividades intramurales, o sea dentro de los 
muros de la escuela los lunes, miércoles y viernes. Después de 
clases cualquier estudiante que desee participar deberá ir al 
gimnasio y apuntarse. La División para Adolescentes del Depar-
tamento de Parques y Recreación esta aquí los miércoles y los 
viernes. Los estudiantes tienen que poner su nombre después de 
las clases en el gimnasio, el coordinador es muy conocido en 
Kenmore, el señor Edson Bravo, supervisa las actividades hasta 
las 4:15. No se necesita ningún requerimiento para participar. 
Solo apuntarse. Hay muchas cosas entretenidas que pasan en 
Kenmore todos los días. Este es el periodo en que las vidas de 
los estudiantes están buscando independencia. No queremos 
poner en peligro a los niños que desean independencia al permi-
tir que se encuentren en situaciones difíciles o poco seguras. Si 
los jóvenes adolescentes no esta supervisados es un peligro!

Principally Speaking
continued from page 1

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 1
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Wanted: Your Stories, Photos, Ideas
The Kenmore Cougar is looking for stories, photos, and suggestions for future 
issues. Parents, teachers, staff and students are all welcome to contribute! School 
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Star Search
Kenmore Middle School is fortunate to have such outstanding faculty, staff, and 
alumni. If you’d like to see a favorite teacher, staff member, or graduate recog-
nized in the Kenmore Cougar, please contact Kenmore Cougar contributing editor 
Barbara Naland at nalandfamily@yahoo.com.
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