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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

I am very pleased to introduce and welcome 
23 individuals into the Kenmore family. This 
is an unusually large number of staff in transi-
tion. Last year Kenmore had eight teachers 
retire, four transfer, one promoted and twelve 
new positions added because of increasing 
enrollment.

These new staff members bring enthusiasm, new insights 
and a broad range of experience working in other schools, 
districts, countries and occupations. Their strengths and talents 
are extraordinary and their presence has already had a positive 
impact. Please join me in welcoming them to Kenmore as they 
help construct our future.

The short biographies below reveal a highly educated, well-
travelled and diverse group. They are alumnus from more than 
25 prestigious universities throughout the United States.

We will miss those who made Kenmore special, but like a 
family, new additions will change our dynamic, create new 
memories and bring joy.

My name is Suzanne Alonzo. On July 1st 
I moved away from my family in New York 
City to Northern Virginia. I am super excited 
to become part of the Kenmore Family as 
one of the new social studies teachers on the 
6th Grade Clippers Team! Previously, I was 
a high school Dean of Discipline and taught 
for eight years in the Bronx, NY. I received 

an undergraduate degree from SUNY Cortland in Second-
ary Social Studies and History—with a concentration in Latin 
American Studies and Urban Education. I received a Master’s 

Continued on page 10

Thank you Kenmore for the enthusiastic support of the 
Hispanic community as they celebrated their heritage on Friday, 
November 8th. 

Special recognition was given to Teacher of the Year Judyt 
Herrara and Teacher Assistant of the Year Fernando Guillen.

The diverse nature of our group was evident as dancers from 
different countries presented their traditions. Parents and chil-
dren showed their pride and shared dinner. The record-breaking 
attendance shows how important all of our participation and 
inclusion is in making a great school, community, and country.

Thank you again, and see you next year! To learn more about 
Hispanic Heritage Month please visit http://hispanicheritage-
month.gov/index.html

Continued on page 4

Hispanic Heritage Night
Janeth Valenzuela, PTA Vice President

Kenmore PTA News
Guia Wallace, PTA President

I can’t believe it’s already November!  On behalf of this 
year’s Parent Teacher Association (PTA) Executive Board, 
I would like to welcome everyone to Kenmore.  We have a 
completely new team and all of us are looking forward to a 
successful year.  I want to thank all the wonderful people who 
have stepped up and volunteered to chair committees and help 
with events. I want to recognize specially a few people who 
have worked incredibly hard these past few months: Karen 
Sosnoski, Ali Neal, Toby Davis, Dennis Price, Alissa Karton 
and Rachelle Naab. 

Karen has been the leader for Kenmore’s submissions for 
Reflections, a national yearly event for grades pre-K to twelve 
in which students explore a theme through art. I want to thank 
Karen Sosnoski for a job well done. 

Ali, Toby and Dennis have been working on the daunting 
task of collecting, collating and creating a directory for Ken-
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7th and 8th grade students at Kenmore Middle School joined 
more than one million other students across the country to help 
break down social and racial barriers by participating in the 12th 
Annual Mix It Up at Lunch Day on October 29 (6th graders 
Mixed It Up on November 4th).

The event, launched by the Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
(SPLC) Teaching Tolerance Project in 2002, encourages students 
to sit with someone new in the cafeteria for just one day. Cafete-
rias are the focus of Mix It Up because that’s where a school’s 
social boundaries are most obvious. Many schools plan similar 
barrier-busting activities throughout the day. Some use the event 
to kick off a year-long exploration of social divisions. 

“Mix It Up is a positive step schools can make to help create 
learning environments where students see each other as individ-
uals and not just as members of a separate group,” said Teaching 
Tolerance Director Maureen Costello. “When people step out 
of their cliques and get to know someone, they realize just how 
much they have in common.”

The SPLC established Teaching Tolerance in 1991 to provide 
educators with free resources designed to reduce prejudice, 
improve inter-group relations, and support equitable school 
experiences for the nation’s children.

For more information see http://www.tolerance.org/mix-it-up/
what-is-mix and http://www.splcenter.org/

EXCEL captures the spirit of Mix It Up with interviews with 
students and staff. Posted on Kenmore’s website under Kenmore 
Cougar News – Mix It Up At Lunch Day: http://www.apsva.us/
domain/4267

12th Annual Mix It Up At Lunch
Jennifer Monma
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Spanish Translation - Noemi Yerovi
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OMA goes to VCU!
Leslie H. Stockton, Minority Achievement Coordinator

The 2014 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Literary and Visual Arts 
Contest is here! This opportunity is open for all students in Ar-
lington Kindergarten through 12th grade.

Click here for entry form or hard copies can be obtained at 
local recreation centers and at Kenmore from your teachers and 
other staff.

Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners in 
both categories.

Deadline for submission is 5 p.m. on Friday, December 20th. 
Good luck, Cougars!

Eight Kenmore students joined 35 other Arlington middle school 
students on November 5th for the annual Fall College Trip sponsored by 
the Office of Minority Achievement (OMA). The trip focused on expos-
ing students in grades 6-8 to a college campus by meeting with Admis-
sions and Minority Students Affairs staff from the university, and talk-
ing with current college students from diverse backgrounds about their 
experiences. Students also participated in a scavenger hunt to acquaint 
them with Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU). The outing gave 
these students an opportunity to pepper their hosts with great questions 
about the school. Judging by the requests to go on another college trip 
soon, a good time was had by all!

Kenmore students pose at VCU after lunchFocus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

2014 Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Literary and 
Visual Arts Contest 

As a member of the Kennedy Center’s Changing Education 
Through the Arts (CETA) program, Kenmore teachers have 
access to a number of professional development opportunities 
which help them integrate the arts into their instruction. 

This year all teachers are participating in an arts integration 
professional development which includes a workshop followed 
by planning and sharing session.

In October, math teachers attended a workshop entitled 
“Empowered Math Understanding” led by Arianna Ross. Five 
math strategies teachers then participated in a residency from 
November 12-14th, in which Ms. Ross worked with students and 
teachers to integrate gestures and tableaus into math instruction; 
specifically in word problems, graphing variables and fractions. 
She will return in December to assist teachers in planning lessons 
to integrate these ideas into their instruction. If we are able to 
raise the funds, she will return in February and March for more 
coaching.

Social Studies teachers took a workshop entitled “Exploring 
Points of View through Drama,” led by Judy Klevins on Novem-
ber 4th. Ms. Klevins demonstrated by teaching several classes 
how to use the body and voice to communicate. Ms. Klevins will 
return in December to help develop lesson plans to guide students 

in creating inner monologues to help them understand and pro-
cess various historical points of view.

Science teachers attended a workshop called “Artful Thinking” 
which looked at how to use art as a springboard for thinking and 
talking about their content area. This work is based on Havard’s 
Project Zero.

Language Arts teachers will be attending a workshop led by 
Karen Erickson entitled, “Drama: The Missing Link in Teaching 
Literacy.” Ms. Erickson will demonstrate these techniques by 
teaching in several classrooms while she is here.

As the school year progresses, look for documentation of arts 
integration instruction on the walls of the school. Focus Fest this 
year will highlight a number of these lessons.

On November 21 the Kenmore dance program hosted a fall 
dance recital entitled, “Seasons of Dance.” The music department 
will host its annual Winter Concert Series at 7 p.m. beginning on 
December 12 with the choir and ending on December 14 with the 
band. Please plan to join us for what promises to be a great series 
of concerts and performances.

http://apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1742/2014%20APS%20-%20MLK%20Jr%20Contest%20Form.pdf
file:C:\Users\APS.Student\Documents\October\2014%20APS%20-%20MLK%20Jr%20Contest%20Form.pdf
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It’s that time of year! The Future Business Leaders of America 
(FBLA) and Check-In are promoting community service, by doing 
ten projects throughout the year. One of the projects will be a food 
drive. There will be donation boxes on each floor the 2nd Drive 
pickup will be December 20, 2013
 Suggested Items:

•Canned vegetables 
•Beans• 
•Soups

•Applesauce
•Peanut butter & Jelly 

•Pretzels
•Rice

•Pasta
•Pasta sauce

•Cereal 
•Non-Perishable foods

 Thank you, for making a difference in the lives of others!

Canned/Dried Food Drive
Future Business Leaders of America and Check-In

more which will be distributed soon.
Alissa had the challenging job of reviewing grant requests 

submitted to the PTA. Despite the PTA’s limited funds, which 
made choices critical and difficult, she and her committee did 
a superb job. 

Rachelle has bravely taken up the task of editing our news-
letter. Without her, you wouldn’t be reading this! 

A group of Hispanic mothers have volunteered every 
Wednesday morning since the beginning of the school year 
to help teachers and staff with various jobs. I want to thank 
them for their dedication and their generous example. 

Finally, the Hispanic Committee held a wildly successful 
Hispanic Heritage Night – congratulations to them!

2013-2014 poses some financial challenges for the Ken-
more PTA. I encourage each of you to join the PTA.  Dues 
are only $6 per family.  

Another way to help is to “link” your Safeway, Harris 
Teeter, Giant and Target cards to Kenmore. Each time you 
make a purchase at one of these stores these companies will 
contribute funds to help the PTA enrich our students and 
school. Make sure your card is linked as these programs 
require renewal each year.

Parent involvement in our schools is critical whether it is 
through volunteering, membership in the PTA or chaperoning 
an activity. There are many opportunities to be involved and 
still a few positions open:

Dine Out for Kenmore Chair
Legislative Chair

E-scrip Coordinator
Science Fair Judges
Silent Auction Setup

Silent Auction Clean Up
Silent Auction Thank Yous

If you have not yet joined our listserves, please subscribe 
to the PTA list (important announcements) by sending an 
email to kenmore_pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  (there is 
an underscore after the word “Kenmore”)

The Kenmore forum is an unmoderated listserve where 
people can ask questions and share information.  You can 
subscribe by sending an email to kenmoreforum-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Sincerely,
Guia Wallace
PTA President 2013-2014

Continued from page 1

Kenmore is participating in “Box Tops for Education”. Dona-
tions from this worthwhile program fund scholarship money for 
students who are in need of financial support throughout the year. 

The program is very simple. If you purchase an item with the 
“Box Tops For Education” logo on it, simply clip along the dotted 
edge of the logo and return these box tops to school. 

Each “Box Top For Education” is worth ten cents. The collec-
tion box for this program is in the main office by the attendance 
window. 

There are over one hundred participating products. These 
products include General Mills cereals; Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, 
Ziploc, Kleenex, and Pop Secret; to name a few. 

Visit www.boxtops4education.com for more information. 
Thanks so much for saving the box tops and participating in such a 
worthwhile project.

Box Tops

Kenmore PTA News - continued

mailto:kenmore_pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:kenmoreforum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:kenmoreforum-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
http://www.boxtops4education.com
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Cougar Lounge!
Jennifer Monma

Reflections on Reflections
Karen Sosnoski

This year’s 2013-2014 PTA Reflections National Contest theme “Believe, Dream, Inspire” took Kenmore 
Middle School artists, writers, and their judges to exciting places both real and metaphorical — soccer fields; 
swimming pools; skateboard parks; dark rooms; jungles; gardens; book scapes, dream worlds; and school 
hallways teeming with wolves and heroes. Teachers like Judith Freeman and Dorothy Fraker, along with KMS 
Focus Coordinator Shauna Dyer and Librarian Holly Ousley collected manuscripts, artworks and entry forms 
to submit to Kenmore Reflection judges. And now the first round results are in!

KMS students competed fiercely, but our judges were up to the challenge. Evaluating literature entries were 
Nancy Benac,  a reporter and editor for The Associated Press for more than 30 years; Julie Eill, award winning 

writer of literary short stories, who is currently finishing a novel; and Luann Moy, an Arlington parent who is a passionate reader and 
returning Kenmore Reflections judge. With backup judging support from me, a writer and parent, we were able to deliver top litera-
ture entries to the Crystal City Hilton Management Staff who graciously agreed to select from these our first, second, and third place 
literature winners. Congratulations to the following place-holding students:

Rosemary Covey, critically acclaimed wood engraver and Torpedo Factory Artist, and Graham Scott, Cameraman with over twenty 
years experience in broadcast TV, team-judged the Visual Arts and Photography entries this year. Kudos to the following students who 
rose to the top in their evaluation:

1st Place Breece Walker “Booking My Way to the Future”
2nd Place Jennyfer Montes “Soul Melody”
3rd Place Sirena Wigfall “A Dim Silhouette”

Students exhibiting respectful behavior 
and meeting civic expectations were given 
Cougar Pride coupons from staff through-
out the first week of November. Twenty 
names were selected in a drawing held 
during each lunch period on the last day 
of the week.

These lucky few were invited to eat 
their lunches in the Cougar Lounge. The 
lounge offered a club-like environment 
where students could play board games, 
Wii Sports, watch a movie, or color 
window art. Students received cookies, 
lemonade, and a gift of colored pencils.

Each Cougar Lounge lunch period had 
a very relaxing and refreshing time in 
comfort with a diverse group of students. 

All agreed it was fun and hoped to be se-
lected for next quarter’s Cougar Lounge 
- Friday, December 20th!
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Honorable Mentions Abdullah Asad “My Life as a Leader”
Josie Baker “Designing My Future”
Claire Bartz “A Dance from the Wind”
Taralynn Bateman “Flying Free”
Cecilia Butcher “A Body of Water”
Olivia Coldren “The Compass of Our Dreams, the Strength of Our Thoughts”
Cece Collinson “Spiderwebs”
Mattie Diarra “Explosion of Melodies”
Ian Do “Swimming”
Lucia Ferlauto “The Current”
Sam Gerardi  “Change”
Alex Giglio “Shades of Summer”
Alisa Khuu “Blank”
Colin MacCullough “Solitary Havoc”
Estela Mendoza “Peacock Feathers”
Rae Moar “Beyond the Gate”
Serena Montano “My Celestial Journey”
Claudia Quentana “Sunrise”
Lauryn Rothaehmel “Stronger”
Jose Salome “Metal and Iron”
Megan Schaedel “Bibliographic Obsessions”
Eleanor Sonzenbacher “Dreaming about Tomorrow”
Jami Tham-Morrobel “A Nursery Rhyme and My Struggle to Climb”
Aiden Unudelger “The Leader”
Maggie Valdiviez “White Blinding Light”
Essi Wunderman “Tumbled”

First place winning entries have been sent to the county level for the next round of judging. 
This year we had no entries in the music composition, film and dance categories. This was unfortunate since we had top-notch 

judges lined up in these categories as well. Composers, filmmakers, and choreographers might start thinking about next year’s contest!
In the meantime, thank you to everyone who participated or who inspired or judged participation. Students, whether or not your 

work was selected, know there were moments when your voice or vision resonated — and next year the Reflections contest starts 
anew!

— Karen Sosnoski, Reflections Chair, KMS

Special Artist Division, Visual Arts 1st Place Audrey Hodges Pikachu
Visual Arts, Middle School Division 1st Place Lena Smith “Inspiring Eyes”

2nd Place “Universal Sunrise”
3rd Place Alisa Khuu “Into a Small Door”

Sachi Cooper Untitled
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Visual Arts Honorable Mentions Anujin Ariunbold “Dream Big”
Julianna Ditta “An Artist’s Sunrise”
Jasper Kerr “With Hard Work Dreams Can Come True”
Chloe Lanyi-Lari “Color Storm”
Joyce Lin “Horse Riding”
Bryant Rocha “Dream, Believe, Inspire”
Lena Smith “There’s a Time for Everything”
Brooke Weiser “Rainbow of Happiness”

Photography 1st Place Sachi Cooper “Alessandra in a Dark Room”
2nd Place Josie Baker “Me, Myself, I”
3rd Place Sachi Cooper “Take a Stand”
Honorable Mention Lily Link “Leaf”

6th Grade News
Amy Juengst - Schooners & Terri Bull - Clippers

English
Schooners recently completed their Word 

Snapshot Projects, a showcase of unique 
words and phrases that create a “snapshot” of who they are. The 
projects will be posted outside our classroom after Thanksgiving 
Break so be sure to stop by to take a gallery walk. In addition, 
Schooners are reading, discussing and writing about one of six 
award-winning Young Adult Literature (YAL) texts in small 
literature circles. The selections include; Rules, Mockingbird, 
Wonder, A Mango Shaped Space, Freak the Mighty, and Joey 
Pigza Loses Control. Cause and effect, conflict, and character 
trait analysis make up the literary focus in this disability-themed 
unit. Students will write a character trait analysis essay during the 
month of December.

Reading
In 6th Grade Reading Class, students are working on the skill 

of making inferences about various media; magazine advertise-
ments, wordless books, and song lyrics. Their skills are enhanced 
by simultaneously learning the art of tableaus. A tableau is a still 
picture of a group of people working together to create a word, 
idea, or scene. Students have been provided prompts, including 
nouns and adjectives, to form a tableau. Their classmates then 
make inferences about their performance. In the future, students 
will be asked to make tableaus to demonstrate their comprehen-
sion of a selected text. We are extremely fortunate to have Ms. 
Dyer available as a resource to teach us this art. Thank you Ms. 
Dyer!

Social Studies
Students researched an American Indian tribe, wrote a journal 

entry, and created an arts-integrated cover page, from a specific 
perspective as part of an arts integrated social studies authentic 
assessment. The unit focused on the following tribes: Inuit, 
Kwakiutl, Lakota, Pueblo, and Iroquois. In the journal entry, 
students described a civilization and how environment affects the 
choices people make to survive. The cover page demonstrated the 
five elements of shape, and was relevant to their assigned Native 
American tribe. 
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7th Grade News

Dotsy Fraker - Explorers  & Lindsay Perkins - Fliers

The weather was perfect for the trip to the 
Smithsonian Environmental Resource Center 
(SERC). Students, parents, and staff tried 
fishing and crabbing, tested the water, exam-

ined marine life, and enjoyed the sights, smells, and sounds of 
the woods and marsh.  

While hiking the Java Trail, Clippers learned more about 
farming tobacco and the Piscataway Indians.  Thanks to all the 
parents who helped make the trip a success.

Be sure to look through all the pictures available on Ken-
more’s website.

Teachers enjoyed meeting with students and their families 
during recent conferences. If you have any further questions or 
comments for the teachers, please send an email or jot a note 
on a Wednesday Weekly Work Summary.

Good Work Awards have recently been awarded to students 

Explorers and Fliers experienced a robust start to the new 
school year as they bravely met the challenges of seventh grade. 
They learned new locker combinations and adapted to schedules 
that sent them back and forth between the second floor tower, 
gym or Arts Avenue with a mere three minutes on the clock. 
Along with new students, we have also welcomed teachers who 
are new to the seventh grade teams! Michele Lombard (Life 
Science) and Will Wick (math) joined the Explorer Team. Rina 
Patel (math) and Jasneen Sahni (Reading/English, American 
Studies) joined the Fliers Team. We are delighted to have them 
with us!

American Studies
Explorers and Fliers have been learning about how adapta-

tion and technology enabled people of the 19th century to settle 
hostile environments such as the Great Plains, build a booming 
cattle industry, and extract precious metals from the earth. They 
have also evaluated the impact of these advances on Native 
Americans and wrestled with the question, “Was closing the 
western frontier good for Americans?” Looking forward, stu-
dents will turn around and head back East to discover a very dif-
ferent kind of progress taking place, namely, industrialization. 

Math
In math, students are transitioning from multiplying and dividing 

fractions to multiplying and dividing decimals. We will use real 
life situations with money to relate these concepts to abstract ideas. 
Rounding out the second quarter, students will be asked to order 
and compare fractions, percents and decimals. Our math classes 
will increase student-led discussion to promote math discourse 
within the classroom. The students will be asked to complete an 
authentic assessment at the end of the second quarter.

Science
Super Schooners have been busy learning about properties of 

water and water quality. We took an amazing trip to the Smithson-
ian Environmental Research Center (SERC) to see if the Rhode 
River was healthy. While at SERC, students collected data which 
they later analyzed in class. They then created projects which 
focused on how to write a conclusion paragraph to explain their 
results. Ask your Schooner about the health of the Rhode River.

Students also took a walking field trip to Bluemont Park to test 
the water quality of Four Mile Run. They analyzed this data and 
compared it to Rhode River data. Students will display their con-
clusions in a project completed in class. Way to go Schooners!

Ms McNair accompanies class to Arlington Courthouse

to reflect our pride in the students who work hard to see that 
each assignment is turned in on time. Parents monitor student 
progress through BlackBoard, Synergy, agendas, and homework 
folders.

We will soon be Excelling and Achieving during Excel.  Talk 
to your students about this exciting new initiative!
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8th Grade News
Brendan Blackburn - Comets & Helen Parkhurst - Stars

Here, students will tackle the question, “Did moving from 
an agricultural to an industrial nation ruin the country?” Pos-
ing these two questions to your children might present some 
interesting dinner conversation.

English
We began the year with an arts integration project, as 

students learned about the use of line and shape to create 
collages about themselves. Then they composed letters to 
explain and evaluate their collages. Also, some students 
have been using the art of tableau as a strategy to review and 
relearn parts of speech. Both Explorers and Fliers learned 
the research skills of paraphrasing, quoting, and using in-
text citations to document sources. 

Independent reading programs are an integral part of 
the seventh grade year. All students are expected to read at 
least 30 minutes daily and to bring their independent books 
(IBs) to all core classes. The first ten minutes of class in 
Ms. Perkins’s room is set aside for silent reading daily. With 
the goal of reading 40 independent books of many differ-
ent genres this year, all students are keeping records of their 
books in journals, with frequent opportunities to share and 
write about their books. As we head into November, students 
are reading and analyzing short stories, focusing on the ele-
ments of fiction. 

Life Science
It has be a busy first quarter in 7th grade science! The sci-

ence fair projects are well on their way. Students have con-
ducted research in both the library and the classroom. They 
have begun writing introductions, materials and procedures 
sections, and started thinking about experimentation. Classes 
have been observing living and nonliving materials through 
the use of microscopes. Students are expected to incorporate 
the five elements of shape as they convey their observations 
and understandings through art. Upcoming events of note 
include the due date for the science project (December 13), 
science fair and science night (mid-January), and Outdoor 
Lab for 7th grade students (end of January).

Math
The 7th grade is currently working on solving, writing, 

and simplifying expressions and equations. Soon, students 
will be developing their graphing skills. Ask your child 
about the difference between expressions and equations 

The Math 8 students spent the first few weeks of the quar-
ter working on pre-algebra topics. Simplifying and evaluating 
expressions enabled students to create models for solving real-life 
situations. Students solved equations and inequalities using the 
properties of equality/inequality so they could see the importance 
of “balance” in their lives. The first quarter ended with a study of 
percents, rates and ratios. Hopefully, students will make practical 
use of their knowledge of factoring discounts for Black Friday and 
Cyber Monday. The beginning of the second quarter will focus on 
graphing linear equations and functions.

The algebra students have been using expressions, equations, 
and inequalities to model real life situations, as well. Students have 
been exposed to formulas involving temperature; simple interest; 
distance traveled; and profit. It is our hope they will find relevance 
in solving such equations – “if it is 25 degrees Celsius outside, are 

you warm or cold?” Hint: 

)32(
9
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We will also focus on algebraic properties that justify the steps 

in solving equations. As the first quarter ends, students will be 
graphing linear equations and functions using methods other than 
a table of values. As the second quarter begins, students will learn 
how to analyze functions and write linear equations that model real 
life situations.

Science (Comets/Stars):
In Science students have finished learning about the scientific 

method and metric system and have begun work on their science 
fair projects. In class students are learning about chemistry. We 
are studying the properties and states of matter. We will soon start 
learning about atoms and the periodic table.

English (Comets/Stars):
Students in English have been learning about the elements of fic-

tion while reading novels. Figurative language, plot development, 
and analysis of texts are all part of daily instruction. Comets have 
been working on their science fair research papers as well learning 
how to cite sources and create in-text citations to create APA style 
papers.

as well as when to use them. The math textbooks are available 
online through Blackboard, and they include many helpful online 
resources. 

The 7th grade has gained two math teachers; Ms. Patel is the 
new teacher on the Fliers Team and Mr. Wick is on the Explorers 
Team. Both of our new teachers are working with 7th grade math 
students as well as intensified math students. Our new math teach-
ers, Ms. Patel and Mr. Wick, are very excited to be at Kenmore, 
and they are looking forward to a successful 2013-2014 school 
year!
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Laptops! Internet!
Arlington Public Schools Con-
nected Families Initiative
APS Department of Information Services

Don’t have computer or internet connection? Contact 
Dr. Word or Matt Smith Special Projects Coordinator for 
Arlington Public Schools.

The goal of Connected Families is to ensure that every 
child who attends Arlington Public Schools has access to 
an internet-connected personal computing device, both 
during and outside of school hours. In order to accomplish 
this, APS has instituted several initiatives.  We partnered 
with the county government to place computer labs in the 
recreation centers with used computers provided by the 
county, wired and wireless filtered Internet access provided 
by APS, a training program provided by libraries, and com-
puter management provided by the recreation centers.  To 
ensure that all children have access to a computer at home, 
the school system created the Computer Loaner Program.  
This program provides a refurbished APS computer, loaded 
with virus protection and open-source software, to children 
in need of a computer.  Low cost internet access is provided 
by local internet service providers to families that partici-
pate in the federal free or reduced-price lunch program.

Contact: Matt Smith, Special Projects Coordinator, matt.
smith@apsva.us, Tel: 703-228-6199

Continued from page 1

Degree in Secondary Literacy from Lehman College. During my 
spare time I love to cook, dance salsa and read up on politics. I 
also must admit I have a weakness for reality TV!

I am Eurith Bowen, a 6th-grade special 
education teacher. A native of Jamaica, West 
Indies, I came to the United States as a foreign 
exchange student during high school. Upon 
graduation, I attended Florida Agricultural and 
Mechanical University in Tallahassee, FL and 
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary 
Education and a Master’s Degree in Special 

Education. I continued my educational journey at Cambridge Col-
lege in Massachusetts earning an advanced degree in Educational 
Leadership. I am passionate about working with students with 
special needs. I enjoy watching students grow and develop. I am 
the mother of a beautiful 15-year-old daughter, Emajja, who is 
currently a sophomore in high school. When time permits, I enjoy 
serving as a foster parent, volunteering and coaching with the 
Special Olympics program and traveling. Though I am new to the 
Kenmore teaching staff, I have felt welcomed into the family. It 
has been an absolute pleasure to work with other teachers and staff 
who have created such a positive atmosphere.

My name is Marilee Bowman and I am ex-
cited to join the 8th Grade Stars Team this year 
at Kenmore. Previously, I taught in Loudoun 
County and am very excited to now be teach-
ing in Arlington. I received my undergraduate 
degree in Business and Communications from 
Lake Forest College which is located outside 
of Chicago. I moved to the Washington, DC 

area in 2006 and received my graduate degree in Special Educa-
tion from George Mason University. I currently teach Math 8 and 
Algebra 1 and look forward to a fun and productive year here at 
Kenmore.

My name is Ed Bracken. I am a new member 
of the Multi-Intervention Program for Students 
with Autism (MIPA) teaching staff. I am new to 
teaching and am proud to be here at Kenmore. I 
worked the last 18 years as an account manager 
for a global printing company printing books 
and direct mail campaigns for publishers and 
ad agencies. I was born in Boston, MA attended 

college at Western Kentucky University and lived for a while in 
New York, NY. I now live in Arlington, VA with my wife, two 
kids, dog and cat. I am currently working on my Master’s Degree 
in Education, Special Education at the University of Virginia.

I’m Liz Covington, the High Intensity Language Training 
(HILT) Resource Teacher for the 6th Grade Globetrotters Team. 
Born and raised in California, I earned a Bachelor of Arts in Lib-
eral Studies Degree from Sonoma State University in 2000. Three 
years later, I received my Master’s Degree in Multicultural Educa-

Principally SpeakingWorld Geography (Comets/Stars):
The second half of the first quarter in geography has been 

both interesting and challenging for 8th graders. Now that our 
students are well versed in map reading, latitude and longi-
tude, and the basic tools of geography, we’ve moved headlong 
into the physical side of things. Students have learned about 
major landforms and water bodies, weather and climate, natu-
ral disasters, as well as human adaptation to the environment. 
Geography students are paying close attention to the theme 
of Interaction as they contemplate the question: “Who has 
greater control: humans or nature?” Following the physical 
geography unit, Kenmore students will be studying popula-
tion and economic geography.

mailto:matt.smith@apsva.us
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tion from George Mason University, along 
with a license to teach English to non-native 
speakers of English. In the past decade I’ve 
taught in international schools in Mexico, 
China and Mongolia. I’ve also taught English 
to adults at Arlington Education and Employ-
ment Program (REEP). I love learning about 
people’s language, history, food, and culture. 

I am looking forward to being a part of the professional, ener-
getic, creative, and caring learning community here at Kenmore!

My name is Unika Dabney and I will be 
working in the In-School Support Center, 
(ISAP). I was born and raised in Arlington, 
VA and have worked for Arlington Public 
Schools for over five years. I was a part of 
the Special Education Program at Thomas 
Jefferson Middle School and the Interlude 
Program at Washington and Lee High School. 

When I am not at Kenmore I enjoy coaching cheerleading at 
Wakefield High School, baking and creating unique cupcakes, 
teaching swimming, and being mom to an AMAZING eight-
year-old. I am really excited about being here at Kenmore. I look 
forward to working with the students and staff here and creating 
some wonderful memories. Go Cougars!

My name is Jennifer L. Hesla and I teach 
the 6th and 8th grade English classes for 
High Intensity Language Training Exten-
sion (HILTEX) and co-teach 6th grade social 
studies with Mrs. Solorzano. I am originally 
from California but have lived in Virginia 
for the past fifteen years. During this time I 
have been teaching but this is my first year 

in middle school and Arlington County. I hold an undergraduate 
degree in Art History and a Master’s Degree in Education. I am 
especially pleased to teach at Kenmore because of my interest 
and background in art and look forward to integrating it into my 
classes.

My name is Melanie Holden, and I am 
the new math teacher for the eighth-grade 
Comets. Last year, I worked as a substitute 
at Kenmore, and I am excited to be back! I 
grew up in Pennsylvania, and went to Ken-
yon College in Ohio. I majored in physics, 
and then earned a Master’s Degree in Teach-
ing from Earlham College in Indiana. While 

there, I earned my certification to teach secondary math and 
physics. When I’m not at school, you can usually find me watch-
ing football or hockey while knitting my latest project.

My name is Margaret Lindquist and I am 
a new member of the Multi-Intervention 
Program for Students with Autism (MIPA) 
teaching staff. I have been a teacher for 18 
years and a special education teacher for 16 
of those. I am very excited about working 

with the students here at Kenmore. This is my seventh year work-
ing in Arlington, VA. I spent the first six as the Transition Coordi-
nator and Designee at Stratford University, Falls Church, VA. I 
enjoy gardening, spending time with friends and family and have 
one dog and two cats. 

My name is Michele Lombard and I am 
one of the science teachers on the 7th Grade 
Explorers Team. I am a Virginia native, with 
a Bachelor and Master’s Degree of Educa-
tion from James Madison University and 
an Educational Specialist Degree from The 
George Washington University. In Arlington, 
I have taught at Kenmore (7th grade science), 

Swanson Middle School (6th grade science) and at George Ma-
son University as an adjunct professor of science methods. I have 
also served as Arlington’s K-12 science curriculum specialist for 
several years and as an education consultant for various national 
projects. I am excited to return to Kenmore and look forward to a 
great year.

I am Corinne Magee and am thrilled to be 
at Kenmore serving the Mathematics Depart-
ment as an instructional coach and depart-
ment chair. I have taught across the United 
States: New Mexico, Louisana, Georgia, 
Vriginia and across the Atlantic Ocean in 
Germany. I am a graduate of Old Domin-
ion University with a Bachelor’s of Science 

Degree in Middle School Education and of Univeristy of Virginia 
where I earned my Master’s Degree of Education in Mathemat-
ics Curriculum and Instruction. I believe ALL students can learn 
math when they have the opportunity to learn it meaningfully. In 
my spare time I enjoy knitting, sewing and spending time with 
my family, especially my two grandchildren. 

My name is Megan McCormick and I am 
the new reading teacher on the 6th Grade 
Schooners Team! I am thrilled to be living in 
Arlington and working with the wonderful 
staff and students here at Kenmore. Origi-
nally from New York State, I received both 
my undergraduate degree in English Litera-
ture Adolescent Education and my graduate 

degree in Reading and Literacy B-12 from the State University 
of New York at Geneseo. I have worked in a variety of schools in 
Rochester, NY and the surrounding area with experiences teach-
ing reading and English from grades seven through twelve. I am 
looking forward to instilling a love of reading in every student I 
teach here at Kenmore.

My name is Lillian McNair and I am a part-
time 8th Grade Intensity Language Train-
ing (HILT) Resource Teacher! I was born 
and raised in Brazil till the age of 18 when 
I moved to the United States for college. In 
May, I graduated from Cairn University at 
Langhorne, PA with a Bachelor of Science 
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Degree in Secondary English Education and a Teachers of Eng-
lish to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) Certificate. In July 
I moved to Arlington, VA and got married to my best friend and 
boyfriend of three years! I am excited to be part of Kenmore and 
do what I love: TEACH! Outside of school I love to play soccer, 
read, eat chocolate, and drink Vanilla Coke!

Hey Cougars! I am Ms. Tiffany Mitchell, a 
6th Grade Clippers science and social studies 
teacher here at Kenmore! I taught elementary 
and middle school in Washington, DC for 
five years. I am a graduate of Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, VA with a Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Political Science and Com-
munications. I received a Master of Arts in 

Teaching from American University. I am currently working 
towards a Doctor of Philosophy Degree in Multilingual/Multicul-
tural Education and Education Policy at George Mason Univer-
sity. I wholeheartedly believe education is transformative and 
occurs both in and outside of the classroom! In addition, I love 
being involved in my community and have worked in various 
after school and summer programs for the past ten years. I am a 
native of Hampton, VA, who enjoys reading, politics, social and 
community activism, sports (diehard Green Bay Packers Fan), 
and music (especially Hip Hop). I am just oozing with COUGAR 
PRIDE and looking forward to many great years here at Ken-
more! 

My name is Rina Patel and I am the new 
math teacher on the 7th Grade Fliers Team. I 
was born and raised in a town right outside 
of Philadelphia, PA until I moved to Virginia 
in 2011. I graduated in 2010 from Penn State 
University in University Park, PA. Currently, 
I am enrolled in a graduate program in In-
structional Design and Technology at George 

Mason University. Prior to coming to Kenmore, I taught 6th grade 
in Fairfax County for two years. I am enjoying my time at Ken-
more and I look forward to a fabulous school year! 

My Name is Matt Price and I’m one of the 
science teachers for the 8th Grade Comets 
Team. I recently moved here from Roanoke, 
VA where I taught high school biology, ecol-
ogy, and earth science for seven years. I enjoy 
spending time outside biking, hiking, fishing, 
golfing, Frisbee golfing, and watching sports. 
I graduated from Bridgewater College with 

a degree in biology and earned my Master’s Degree of Special 
Education from Radford University. I am enjoying my time at 
Kenmore and wish everyone an awesome school year!! 

My name is Amy Roland. I have worked 
directly for Arlington Public Schools since 
1998 as a Cued Language Certified Inter-
preter for the Deaf in the mainstream environ-
ment. (Editor’s Note: Cued Speech is a visual 
mode of communication in which mouth 

movements of speech combine with “cues” to make the sounds 
(phonemes) of traditional spoken languages look different). I am 
relatively new to working as an American Sign Language (ASL) 
interpreter. My focus has been working with those who have 
other special needs in addition to hearing loss. Prior to coming 
to beautiful Kenmore I was at Glebe Elementary School. It is a 
pleasure to work with the staff here.

My name is Israel Salas. I am a new High 
Intensity Language Training (HILT) Resource 
Counselor. Last year, I completed my intern-
ship at Kenmore and am honored and thankful 
to now be working in such a wonderful 
school. Prior to joining Kenmore, I worked 
at Wakefield High School and Arlington Mill 
High School as a HILT Bilingual Family Re-

source Assistant. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in Communications 
from Marymount University and a Master’s Degree in School 
Counseling from The George Washington University. My special 
interests include social-emotional learning, group counseling, 
career development, and multicultural counseling. I am thrilled to 
be at Kenmore and I look forward working with its students and 
parents.

My name is Sharon Solórzano and I am 
the new US history teacher on the 6th Grade 
Schooners Team. I studied at the College of 
William & Mary and majored in International 
Relations and German. My Master’s Degree 
is in Secondary Education from Marymount 
University. For over nine years, I taught social 
studies at Wakefield High School. I loved 

teaching World History in House 1! (Editor’s Note: Wakefield 
High School is the only high school in Arlington County running 
The Ninth Grade Foundation for Academic Excellence which 
divides incoming freshman into teams). I also met my husband 
at Wakefield! He is the Attendance Specialist at Yorktown High 
School. We live in Alexandria with our two daughters who attend 
middle school. Before coming to Kenmore, I administered and 
taught adult English as a Second Language (ESL) for Alexandria 
City Public Schools and Northern Virginia Community College 
(NOVA). I am happy to be working with the beautiful students 
at Kenmore! I enjoy connecting with students and strive to help 
them feel comfortable in class and learn about US history. Thank 
you for welcoming me to Kenmore and teaching me PRIDE!

My name is Denzel Talley. I am a native of 
Temple Hills, MD and new to this area. I am 
an alumnus of the Virginia Union University, 
where I obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Criminology/Criminal Justice with a minor in 
Legal Studies and Social Work. Upon coming 
to Arlington, VA, I worked as an instructional 

assistant for the Richmond Public School Sys-
tem. I look forward to working here at Kenmore as the Distance 
Learning Facilitator. My outside involvement with the students 
includes coaching the Step Team...Let’s go Cougars!!!!
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My name is Fabian Tomala and I am an 
English teacher from Yonkers, NY. I received 
my Bachelor’s Degree in English from 
Mercy College in Dobbs Ferry, NY as well 
as my Master’s Degree in English Educa-
tion from Lehman College in the Bronx, NY. 
During my work and studies, I was in three 

rock bands as a guitarist, singer, songwriter, 
and in-studio drummer and bass player. I moved to Arlington in 
August of this year and I am currently an instructional assistant at 
Kenmore. I feel very excited to be a part of the Kenmore family. 
I see great things happening here. The caring faculty and staff 
are ready to teach the future of our world. I hope to teach English 
here at Kenmore next year!

Eric W Breighton Underhill will be 
teaching world geography for the 8th Grade 
Stars Team. Previously, he taught Advanced 
Placement courses at Yorktown High School: 
US history, human geography, economics 
and psychology. He received his Bachelor’s 
Degree in International Relations & US For-
eign Policy from the University of Delaware 

in 2003 and his Master’s Degree in Secondary Education from 
American University in 2006. Throughout his teaching career 
in Arlington, VA he has sponsored student independent study 
projects, been a debate and speech coach, an indoor track official 
and a rowing coach for several local high school programs. He is 
very experienced with technology and has represented Yorktown 
High School and Arlington Public Schools at several professional 
conferences regionally. He is looking forward to a rewarding year 
at Kenmore.

My name is William Wick and I was born 
and raised in Philadelphia, PA. I grew up 
playing hockey, baseball and soccer. This 
is both my first year teaching at Kenmore 
Middle School and living in Virginia. I am 
really enjoying both. As a member of the 7th 

Grade Explorers Team I feel very fortunate 
to have great students, and a very supportive 

group of teammates and administrators. I taught 7th grade math 
at Monongahela Middle School in New Jersey last year, so this is 
my second full year of teaching. My hobbies include; working on 
my project car, a 1984 Monte Carlo SS. I also enjoy going to the 
gym and taking advantage of being outdoors as often as possible. 
I like to bike, hike, camp and fish. I hope all the students, teach-
ers, administrators and staff have a great healthy, successful, and 
enjoyable 2013-2014 school year!

Don’t miss EXCEL interviews with Mitchell, Alonzo, Hesla, 
Wick, Lombard and Price posted on Kenmore’s website under 
Kenmore Cougar News – New Teachers

 http://www.apsva.us/domain/4267

Pointing to a Purple People Eater at the Fall concert

Waiting for Waders at SERC

http://www.apsva.us/domain/4267
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Kenmore Calendar
Tuesday 26-Nov 7:50 a.m.  8:20 a.m. Honors Celebration
Wednesday 27-Nov Thanksgiving Break
Thursday 28-Nov Thanksgiving Break
Friday 29-Nov Thanksgiving Break
Saturday 30-Nov Thanksgiving Break
Sunday 1-Dec Thanksgiving Break
Monday 2-Dec 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. PBIS Lesson (EXCEL)
Tuesday 3-Dec 3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs. Swanson - Kenmore 
Wednesday 4-Dec 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Orchestra Rehearsal - Orchestra Room
Thursday 5-Dec Morning Career Day (8th Grade)
Friday 6-Dec 11:54 a.m. Early Release
Monday 9-Dec All Day Book Fair

All Day PBIS Hallway Booster
Tuesday 10-Dec All Day Book Fair

All Day PBIS Hallway Booster
10:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m. MS Transfer Orientation
3:15 p.m - 4:45 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs. Jefferson - Jefferson 

Wednesday 11-Dec All Day Book Fair
All Day PBIS Hallway Booster
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Chorus Winter Concert - Kenmore Black Box

Thursday 12-Dec All Day Book Fair
All Day PBIS Hallway Booster
3:15 p.m - 4:45 pm Girls’ Basketball vs. Gunston - Kenmore 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Orchestra Winter Concert - Kenmore Auditorium

Friday 13-Dec All Day Book Fair
All Day PBIS Hallway Booster
1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. PM Music Assembly
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Band Winter Concert - Kenmore Auditorium

Saturday 14-Dec 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hispanic Parent Meeting
Monday 16-Dec All Day Spirit Week - Kenmore
Tuesday 17-Dec All Day Spirit Week - Kenmore

3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs Williamsburg - Williamsburg
Wednesday 18-Dec All Day Spirit Week - Kenmore
Thursday 19-Dec All Day Spirit Week - Kenmore

All Day Deadline for submissions for next Kenmore Cougar
3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Girls’ Basketball vs Swanson - Swanson

Friday 20-Dec All Day Spirit Week - Kenmore
All Day Immigration Day (7th Grade)
All Day Cougar Lounge

December 23, 2013 - January 2, 2014    Winter Break
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