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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

Please join me in welcoming our new staff. 
This is the largest class of faculty and staff 
new to Kenmore in quite some time: 10 
teachers, 2 resource assistants, 1 speech 
pathologist, 1 library media specialist, one 
substitute teacher and a new nurse.

Hello, my name is Anna Spencer and I am the Reading Strategies 
teacher for 7th and 8th grades.  I am originally from Michigan, 
and I received my undergraduate degree in Education from the 
University of Michigan. I have lived in Washington, DC since 
2004 and was a middle school English Language Arts teacher and 
Reading Specialist for grades 1-5 at a charter school in DC for the 
last 5 years.  I earned my graduate degree in Reading at Teachers 
College Columbia University.  I am enjoying my time with the 
Kenmore team and look forward to a great school year.
Hello! My name is Terri Flowers and I am a new member of the 
Math team teaching wonderful students from both 6th and 8th 

grade.   I am a graduate of the engineering 
school of University of Virginia (UVA).  I 
worked as a Systems Engineer, Systems 
Programmer, and Software Consultant for 
many years prior to following my dream of 
teaching.  I have 3 boys currently in 11th, 9th, 
and 7th grades.  I enjoy coaching and look 
forward to becoming involved with our sports 
programs here at Kenmore.

Por favor unámonos y demos la bienvenida a nuestro nuevo 
personal. Este es uno de los grupos más grandes de nuevo 
profesorado y personal de Kenmore en bastante tiempo: 10 
profesores, 2 asistentes de recursos, un patólogo del lenguaje, 
una bibliotecaria  especializada en medios de comunicación, un 
profesor sustituto y una nueva enfermera.

Hola, mi nombre es Anna Spencer y yo 
soy  maestra de estrategias de lectura para 
los grados 7 º y 8 º. Soy originaria de 
Michigan, y recibí mi título en Educación 
de la Universidad de Michigan. He vivido 
en Washington, DC desde  el año 2004 
y fui profesora de Inglés  especializada 
en lectura para los grados 1ro-5to en una 
escuela charter en DC durante los últimos 
5 años. Obtuve mi título con un grado en 

lectura en el “Teachers College de Columbia University”. Estoy 
disfrutando de mi tiempo con el equipo de  Kenmore y espero 
tener un gran año escolar.
Hola! Mi nombre es Terri Flores y soy un nuevo miembro del 
equipo de enseñanza en matemáticas , estaré trabajando con los  
maravillosos estudiantes de sexto y octavo grados. Me gradué 
en la escuela de ingeniería de la Universidad de Virginia (UVA). 
He trabajado como Ingeniero de Sistemas, Programador de 
Sistemas, Software y Consultor durante muchos años antes de 
seguir mi sueño de enseñar. Tengo 3 niños actualmente en los 
grados 11 º, 9 º, y 7 º. Me gusta entrenar deportes y esperamos se 
involucren con nuestros programas deportivos aquí en Kenmore.
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Kenmore Administrators
Principal
Dr. John Word (703) 228-6804
john.word@apsva.us

Assistant Principal
Dr. Betty Spencer-Chapman
(703) 228-6805
betty.spencer@apsva.us

Assistant Principal
David McBride (703) 228-6774
David.McBride@apsva.us

Director, Counseling Services
Caitlin Rose (703) 228-6798
caitlin.rose@apsva.us

Kenmore PTA Officers

President - Bill Donavan
kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com

Vice President – Diane Schwartz
djsnews@mac.com

Secretary – Karen Palmer
palmer@rff.org

Treasurer – Lee Dioso
DiosoLT@cdm.com

Newsletter Editor
Barbara Naland
nalandfamily@yahoo.com

Distribution Managers
KMS Life Skills Class

Spanish Translation
Noemi Yerovi
noemi.yerovi@apsva.us

Kenmore Web Site
http://www.apsva.us/kenmore

Kenmoreʼs E-mail Lists
kenmoreforum@yahoogroups.com
kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com

The Kenmore Cougar is published
monthly from October through June
with the exception of January.

Upcoming Events
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publication of this 
newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web site at http://www.
apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news e-mail list (kenmore_pta@
yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week containing the most up-to-date 
Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

October
Mon 10/1 3:15 -4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

Tues 10/2 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @WL

3:15-4:30 pm Boys’ Soccer vs. Swanson @ Swanson

3:15-4:30 pm Tennis vs. Gunston @ Gunston

Wed 10/3 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ Wakefield

Thurs 10/4 3:15-4:30 pm Tennis vs. Swanson @ Swanson

7-9:00 pm Gifted Services Parent Meeting - Kenmore Library

Fri 10/5 6:00 pm Scholars Orientation and Kick Off

Mon 10/8 All Day Columbus Day (No School)

Tues 10/9 3:15-4:30 pm Boys’ Soccer vs. Jefferson @ Kenmore

3:15-4:30 pm Tennis Vs. Jefferson @ Jefferson

7:00-9:00 pm Kenmore PTA Meeting - Kenmore Library

Wed 10/10 9:30-11:45 am All School Field Trip - Kennedy Center

1:30-2:00 pm Community Service Assembly - Kenmore

3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @Kenmore

5:00-6:00 pm Fall Concert - Kenmore

Thurs 10/11 12:00-4:30 pm Tennis Doubles Championship @ Bluemont

3:15-4:30 pm Boys’ Soccer vs. Williamsburg @ Williamsburg

Fri 10/12 3:30-5:00 pm Dive Meet vs. Swanson @ WL

Mon 10/13 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

Tues 10/16 12:00-4:00 pm Tennis Singles Championship @ Bluemont

3;15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

3:15-4:30 pm Boys’ Soccer vs. Swanson @ Kenmore

Wed 10/17 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ Wakefield

Thurs 10/18 All Day Schooners to Edgewater, MD

3:30-5:00 pm Dive Meet vs. Jefferson @ WL

7:00-8:30 pm Marching Band Showcase (Wakefield) - Wakefield

Fri 10/19 All Day Parent/Teacher Conferences

Mon 10/22 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @WL

Tues 10/23 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

Wed 10/24 3:15-4:15 pm Dive Parctice @ Wakefield

Thurs 10/25 All Day Clippers to Edgewater, MD

3:30-5:00 pm Dive Meet vs. Williamsburg @ WL
Fri 10/26 Early Release Day - Dismissal at 11:54
Sat 10/27 10:00-12 noon Hispanic Parent Meeting - Kenmore

Mon 10/29 9:30-2:00 EDGE at George Mason (Scholars)-George Mason

3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

Tues 10/30 10:30-1:00 Mock Elections - Kenmore

3:15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ WL

3:15-4:30 pm Girls’ Soccer vs. Swanson @ Kenmore

Wed 10/31 3;15-4:15 pm Dive Practice @ Wakefield
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Kenmore PTA News
PTA Officers for 2012/2013

Reflections 2012: The Magic of a 
Moment
Ellen Fitzpatrick

Reflections is a national arts contest sponsored by the PTA. 
The theme which students will express this year is “The 
Magic of A Moment” through the use of
• Visual Arts
• Literature
• Dance Choreography
• Film Production
• Musical Compositions
• Photography
Students are welcome to enter in multiple art forms. 
All participants will be recognized with a certificate of 

Position Officer Email address
President Bill Donovan 

kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com
Vice President Diane Schwartz djsnews@mac.com
Secretary Karen Palmer Palmer@rff.org
Treasurer Lee Dioso diosolt@cdm.com

Grants Chair Sylvia Whitman sylvia.whitman@
gmail.com

PTA Coordinators
Teacher Liaison Judy Freeman Judith.freeman@

apsva.us
Webmaster
Directory Co-
Coordinator

Zohra F. Sharief

Laura de la Calzada

shariefsohra@gmail.
com
lauradlc@nasi.org

List Serve
Moderator

Candace Foley candance4now@
yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor Barbara Naland nalandfamily@
yahoo.com

Odyssey of the Mind Michal Warshow Joel.michal@
verizon.net

Student and Teacher Outreach
Hospitality TBD
8th Grade Activities TBD
Greenery Sale Leslie Mead Leslie.mead@

verizon.net
escrip TBD

Fundraising
Book Fair Holly Ousley

Meilin Dioso meilind@aol.com
Silent Auction Ellen Fitzpatrick ecbfitz@gmail.com

Representatives
Advisory Council on 
Instruction

Joanna Hemmat
Kenneth Cooper

joanna.hemmat@
yahoo.com
Cooper.Kenneth@
pbgc.gov

County Council of 
PTAs

Joan Pepin joanpepin@gmail.
com

From the President

Dear Families,
Thank you to all who came out to our Pot-
Luck Dinner and first PTA meeting of the 
year.  Our first fundraiser of the year, the “Run 
the Diner” night, was at the end of September.  
Many thanks to Dr. Word, Mr. McBride, Ms. 
Stephens, Ms. Freeman, and Mr. Thornhill 
for joining me as greeters at the restaurant.  
Thank you also to all the families who came 

out to support us and enjoy a delicious dinner.  
Our next PTA meeting will be on October 9.  For future 
meeting dates, please check the calendar on the Kenmore 
school website.
 

Sincerely,
Bill Donovan

participation. Students awarded Outstanding Interpretation 
will move onto county level competition and will be honored 
at a county-wide reception.
Entry forms and rules are available at the link below as well 
as in the library. Students must turn in entries by Thursday, 
October 18 in the library or in one of the boxes located 
on each grade level. If you have any questions email Ellen 
Fitzpatrick at ecbfitz@gmail.com. Please encourage your 
students to participate - we have so much talent at school!
http://www.vapta.org/content/2012-2013-reflections-theme-
magic-moment-rules-guides-etc

PTA Grants Committee Seeks Volunteers
Hi, Kenmore Parents,
The PTA Grants Committee is looking for volunteers.  
This is a “limited shot” commitment.  The PTA has set 
aside $10,000 to fund teacher special projects, and this 
committee meets for a long evening at the end of this month 
to decide how to allocate the money.  
Veterans, please join us again.  New parents, we welcome 
you.  I am particularly looking for the parent of a 6th or 7th 
grader to ride along as co-chair this year in preparation for 
taking over this job next year after my daughter graduates 
(boo-hoo).
You can find more information about the grants process at 
https://sites.google.com/site/kenmoreptagrants/  Joining the 
committee is a great way to help Kenmore and to learn about 
what’s going on at school.
Questions?  Just e-mail me: sylvia.whitman@gmail.com  
Sylvia Whitman, (mom of 8th grader Majida Ben Jemaa)
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On September 27, the Kenmore Check-In Program, FBLA 
Act II class, and the Arlington Street People Assistance 
Network(A-SPAN)  worked together to jump start the 
monthly community service day projects. This is the second 
year of preparing monthly bagged meals for the homeless 
in Arlington.  The students made 90 bagged meals total.  
Ms. Sarah Morse, Manager of Volunteer Programs & 
Special Events for A-SPAN, talked to  the students about 
the importance of making a difference in the lives of the less 
fortunate. Also, Ms. Freeman’s English class wrote special 
inspirational messages on the brown bags for the homeless.  
Student Comments: 
I am in Check-In. I remember I was writing a story in a note 
book and I didn’t plan on doing anything else. The tables 
were covered with a white plastic table cloth. I went to the 
bathroom to change into a green t-shirt. I got a small. I wrote 
as I walked. When I came out I chose a table and sat down.  I 
kept writing,  then next thing I know the table was filled with 
the 20-something people from  Check-In and a lady named 
Sarah was talking about A-SPAN. She explained the whole 
thing to us. I got ready to do it, then a whole bunch of people 
came from another class. Sarah briefly explained what she 
did. There were 2 stations. One was making sandwiches, the  
other was filling the paper bags with 2 sandwiches, a banana, 
a cookie, and a crackers. Sorry to the kids who don’t get 
baloney, or don’t get cookies.  Sandra Preniczky, 6th grade 
It felt great to help other people that lost their homes and other 
people that don’t have enough money to buy food. I learned to 
help others that need help.  Walther Camacho, 7th grade 
I felt good and happy while making these sandwiches because 
not all people can have everything they need, so helping the 
hungry made me feel helpful. I really hope that the hungry 
eventually lead better lives later on. Bryant Rocha, 6th 
grade
A message from our guest speaker:
I am so grateful to the Kenmore Check-In Program and the 
FBLA for participation in their monthly community service 
project. Every month these students make over 80 bagged 
meals for people who are homeless and hungry. Today’s 
effort couldn’t have been better because A-SPAN’s regular 
volunteers group cancelled at the last minute. Without 
Kenmore’s bagged meals, 80 of our neighbors on the street 
would have gone hungry tonight. This is a special program 
that makes the community a better place. THANK YOU!!- 
Sarah Morse | Manager of Volunteer Programs & Special 
Events A-SPAN.

Check-In News
KMS Students Launch 2nd Year of 
Community Service Projects
Milagros Martinez, Kenmore Check-In Program.

PTA Holiday Greenery Sale
Deck The Halls!
Leslie Mead

Get a start on your holiday planning with Kenmore’s 2012 
holiday greenery sale.  This annual event offers an easy and 
affordable way to decorate your home for the holidays and to 
give greenery gifts to friends and family. The holiday greenery 
sale has been a popular fundraising event for Kenmore’s PTA. 
Each purchase allows you to enjoy fresh, fragrant evergreen 
products in time for the holiday season while supporting our 
wonderful school at the same time.
Information regarding the sale went home in backpacks 
recently.  All greenery orders are due on or before Friday, 
October 26, 2012.  lease return the completed sales form, the 
direct delivery form, along with total payment made out to 
Kenmore PTA by Friday, October 26. We cannot extend this 
deadline. Please provide an email address and phone number 
in case we have questions with your submitted documents or 
order. Please place your orders in the collection box in the front 
atrium.  
By filling out the Individual Gift Item Shipping Label, you 
can send selected items by direct delivery where packaging 
and shipping charges are included to your friends, relatives 
or business associates. Please fill out the form to send gifts in 
an easy affordable fashion. Gift items will be delivered to the 
recipient during the first two weeks after Thanksgiving – no 
later than December 8. Please clearly print the individual 
recipient on the “Individual Gift Item Shipping Labels” 
form and return it back to us.
Ordered greenery will be delivered to Kenmore in the first 
week of December.  We will notify you of December pick up 
dates and times. 
Please return your completed order collecting envelope, 
total check payment, and the completed “individual gift item 
shipping labels” form if you are sending items to be shipped 
for direct delivery. The order collecting envelope can be 
returned to the Kenmore front office, or to your student’s TA, 
or to the Kenmore PTA in-box (located at the Teacher’s in 
boxes) by Friday, October 26. 
Thank you for your support of this year’s holiday greenery 
sale.  The catalogue and price list are available on the Kenmore 
Website:  http://www.apsva.us//Domain/1806 . If you need 
more information, please contact Leslie Mead, 703-578-1820; 
leslie.mead@verizon.net. 

(Left) On September 27, the Kenmore Check-In Program, 
FBLA Act II class, and the Arlington Street People 
Assistance Network(A-SPAN)  worked together to pack 
90 bagged meals for the homeless. (Photo  courtesy of 
Milagros Martinez)



5

October 2012 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 12, No. 1

Hi! I’m Jennifer Monma and I have the 
pleasure of working with 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade students in English, science, social 
studies, and math. I have a BA from the 
University of Virginia and MA from 
George Washington University. I have 
been a teacher for a loooong time because 
I love teaching so much. I grew up in 
Japan, Nigeria, and England, but I also 
went to school in Arlington, so it’s nice 

to be back here! I have 3 boys and (fingers crossed) a little girl 
due December 24, a golden retriever, a kitty cat, and too many 
goldfish to count. I enjoy every day here at Kenmore thanks to 
the great kids who brighten my classroom! :-)

Hello! My name is Amy Lopez and I am a speech-language 
pathologist. I am new to APS and have the pleasure of working 
with the MIP-A students at Kenmore middle school. I earned 
my BA from the University of Minnesota and my MA from The 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C.  Before 
coming to Arlington, I worked in social services for three years 
in Minnesota. I enjoy reading books, spending time with family 
and friends, chocolate, and going on new adventures around the 
world!

Hello! My name is Jasneen Sahni and 
I am a new member of the Sixth Grade 
Schooner Team! I have my Masters 
Degrees and teaching license in Special 
Education K-12 and Social Studies. 
Currently, I am teaching Social Studies 
and English--two of my favorite subjects! 
I attended University of Virginia, 
Georgetown University and Marymount 
University. I love to incorporate art in my 

lessons and paint whenever I can! I am from Washington, DC 
and love it here in Arlington County. I am looking forward to 
working with all of the students and teachers here at Kenmore 
Middle School!
Hello, my name is Holly Ousley and I am the new Librarian.  I 
recently moved to Virginia from Cleveland, Ohio where I spent 
15 years as a library media specialist with Cleveland Public 
Schools.  I completed undergraduate work at both Howard 
University and Ursuline College, and hold a Master’s degree 
in Library Science from Mansfield University of Pennsylvania. 
I am a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, and I 
am honored and thrilled to be a new member of the staff at 
Kenmore Middle School!

Hi, I am Anousheh Shayestehpour. As an 
Arlington County native, I am excited to 
become a part of the Kenmore community. 
After graduating from the HB Woodlawn 
program, I received my Bachelor’s in 
Journalism from George Mason University 
and my Master’s in English Education 

Principally Speaking
New Kenmore Staff
continued from page 1

Principalmente Hablando
Nuevo Personal
viene de la página 1

Jasneen Sahni

Holly Ousley

Jennifer Monma

Amy Lopez

Hi! Soy Jennifer Monma y tengo el placer de trabajar con 
estudiantes de los grados 6 º, 7 º, y 8 º en Inglés, ciencias, 
estudios sociales y matemáticas. Tengo una licenciatura de 
la Universidad de Virginia y una maestría de la Universidad 
George Washington. He sido profesor durante un tiempo muy 
largo porque me encanta enseñar. Yo crecí en Japón, Nigeria e 
Inglaterra, pero también fui a la escuela en Arlington, así que 
es bueno estar de vuelta aquí! Tengo 3 hijos y estoy esperando 
más familia ojalá sea una niña que nacerá el 24 de Diciembre,  
un golden retriever, un gatito, y peces de colores no sé cuantos, 
son demasiados para contar. Disfruto cada día aquí en Kenmore 
gracias a los chicos grandes que iluminan mi aula! :-)

Hola! Mi nombre es Amy Lopez y soy un 
patólogo de lenguaje. Soy nuevo en APS 
y tengo el placer de trabajar con el MIP-A  
con los estudiantes de la escuela media 
Kenmore. Obtuve mi licenciatura en la 
Universidad de Minnesota y mi maestría 
de la Universidad George Washington 
en Washington, DC. Antes de llegar a 
Arlington, trabajé en servicios sociales 
durante tres años en Minnesota. Me 

gusta leer libros, pasar tiempo con la familia y los amigos, el 
chocolate y viajar hacia nuevas aventuras alrededor del mundo!
Hola! Mi nombre es Jasneen Sahni y soy una nueva integrante 
del equipo Schooner de Sexto grado. Tengo mis maestrías 
y licencia de enseñanza en Ciencias Sociales en Educación 
Especial K-12. Actualmente estoy enseñando Estudios Sociales 
e Inglés - dos de mis temas favoritos! Asistí a la Universidad 
de Virginia, la Universidad de Georgetown y la Universidad 
Marymount. Me encanta incorporar el arte en mis clases y pintar 
siempre que puedo! Soy de Washington DC y amo el Condado 
de Arlington. Estoy deseando trabajar con todos los estudiantes 
y profesores aquí en Kenmore Middle School!

Hola mi nombre es Holly Ousley y yo 
soy la nueva bibliotecaria. Hace poco me 
cambié a Virginia de Cleveland, Ohio, 
donde pasé 15 años como especialista 
en ciencias de la información con las 
Escuelas Públicas de Cleveland. He 
completado estudios universitarios en 
la Universidad de Howard y Colegio 
Ursulinas, y tengo un título de Maestría 
en Bibliotecología de la Universidad de 
Pensilvania Mansfield. Yo soy  orgullosa 
de ser miembro de Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Sorority, y me siento honrada y emocionada de ser una nuevo 
miembra del personal dela Escuela Medis de Kenmore!
Hola soy Anousheh Shayestehpour. Como nativo del 
Condado de Arlington, estoy muy contenta de ser parte de la 
comunidad Kenmore. Después de graduarme en el programa 
de HB Woodlawn, recibí mi licenciatura en Periodismo de la 
Universidad George Mason y mi maestría en Educación en 

Anousheh
Shayestehpour continued on page 6 continúa en la página 6
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from George Washington University.  Before coming to 
Kenmore I was the director of the Academic Center for Reading 
and Writing at the Alexandria campus of Northern Virginia 
Community College.  I have also worked as a private tutor for 
K-12 students across Northern Virginia since 2004. My pastimes 
include reading, writing, swimming, and listening to music.

My name is Kristin Koch, and I am excited to be a part of the 
Kenmore faculty this year!  I earned my Bachelor’s degree at 
Messiah College in Grantham, Pennsylvania.  Upon earning my 
degree, I moved to Miami, Florida to begin my teaching career.  
I have taught every grade from 1st through 6th in Florida, 
Pennsylvania, and Virginia.  Last year, I taught at Key School 
in Arlington.  This will now be my 9th year teaching, and I 
am honored to be teaching 7th grade math at Kenmore.  I’m 
passionate about passing on a love for learning to middle school 
students, especially in math, and I know this year will be filled 
with great student success!

Hello! My name is Natasha Pollard and 
I am a new member of the Interlude team. 
I am currently getting my Masters at The 
George Washington University in Special 
Education. I moved to the Alexandria, VA 
area two years ago after I graduated from 
Hampton University. I’m originally from 
Shaker Heights, Ohio where I’ve spent the 
majority of my life. I enjoy traveling in 
my spare time with my family, friends, and 

black lab.
I am Summer Majid. I have been living in Fairfax and then 
Chantilly for four years since I moved from Iraq with my 
family in 2008 to the US. I have a Bachelor’s Degree in French 
Literature. I was a teacher for three years at Chesterbrook 
Academy Pre-school and a French teacher in the Flex program 
at an Elementary School in Fairfax County. I have also served 
as a teacher assistant working with students receiving special 
services.  I enjoy taking classes and participating in trainings. 
I am always seeking to learn new things. I like soccer and 
especially the World Cup games. In my free time I read and 
explore.
“By learning you will teach; By teaching you will learn”.

Hi, I am Dr. Winston R. DesVignes. 
I am substitute teaching in Kenmore’s 
MIP-A Program, Kenmore’s program for 
autistic students.  I earned my BA   from 
City University of New York, MA from  
Marymount University, MBA from Long 
Island University and Ed.D from  Nova 
Southeastern University.  I taught Mathe-
matics and Statistics at City University of 

New York. I taught Special Education at 
Merritt Middle School in Washington, DC.  

I have worked as a long-term substitute  at Long Branch ES, 
Drew ES, Stratford HS., McKinley ES, and Carlin Springs ES.  
I am happy to be at Kenmore while Ms. Burkhardt spends time 
with her newborn.

Summer Majid

Natasha Pollard

Kristin Koch

Inglés de la Universidad George Washington. Antes de llegar a 
Kenmore yo era el director del Centro Académico para la lectura 
y escritura en el campo de Alejandría de Northern Virginia 
Community College. También he trabajado como un profesor 
particular para estudiantes K-12 en todo el norte de Virginia 
desde 2004. Mis pasatiempos son la lectura, la escritura, nadar y 
escuchar música.

Mi nombre es Kristin Koch, y estoy 
emocionada de ser parte del personal  
docente de Kenmore este año! Obtuve 
mi licenciatura en Messiah College en 
Grantham, Pensilvania. Después de 
obtener mi título, me cambié a Miami, 
Florida para comenzar mi carrera docente. 
He enseñado todos los grados de 1º a 6º 
en la Florida, Pensilvania y Virginia. El 
año pasado, enseñé en la Escuela Key en 
Arlington. Este es mi noveno año como 

profesor, y me siento honrado de estar enseñando matemáticas 
de 7 º grado en Kenmore. Soy un apasionado por transmitir 
el amor por el aprendizaje a los estudiantes de secundaria, 
especialmente en matemáticas, y sé que este año estará lleno de 
éxito de los estudiantes; será un año genial!
Hola! Mi nombre es Natasha Pollard, y yo soy un nuevo 
miembro del equipo de Interlude. Actualmente estoy recibiendo 
mi maestria en la Universidad George Washington en  
Educación Especial. Me acerqué a la zona de  Alexandria, VA 
hace dos años después de que me gradué de la Universidad de 
Hampton. Soy originario de Shaker Heights, Ohio, donde he 
pasado la mayor parte de mi vida. Me gusta viajar en mi tiempo 
libre con mi familia, amigos y mi perro que es un labrador 
negro.

Soy Summer Majid. Vivo en Fairfax 
y Chantilly cuatro años, desde que 
regresé de Irak con mi familia en 2008 
a los EE.UU..Tengo una licenciatura en 
Literatura Francesa. Fui maestra durante 
tres años en Chesterbrook Academia 
Pre-escolar y  profesora de francés en el 
programa Flex en una escuela primaria en 
el condado de Fairfax. También he servido 
como asistente de maestro que trabaja con 

los estudiantes que reciben servicios especiales. Me encanta 
tomar clases y participar en los entrenamientos. Siempre estoy 
tratando de aprender cosas nuevas. Me gusta el fútbol y sobre 
todo los partidos de la Copa del Mundo. En mi tiempo libre leo 
y exploro.
“Al aprender te va a enseñar; Enseñando aprenderás”.
Hola, soy el Dr. Winston R. Desvignes. Soy profesor sustituto 
en MIP-A, el programa de Kenmore para estudiantes autistas. 
Obtuve mi licenciatura de la Universidad de la Ciudad de 
Nueva York, MA Marymount University, MBA Universidad 
de Long Island y Ed.D Nova Southeastern University. Enseñé 
Matemáticas y Estadística de la Universidad de la ciudad de 
Nueva York. Enseñé Educación Especial en Merritt Middle 

Dr. Winston R. 
DesVignes

Principally Speaking
continued from page 5

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 5

continued on page 7 continúa en la página 7
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Hello my name is Amy Miller. I am the new 
6th Grade Schooner reading teacher. I am 
very excited about teaching this wonderful 
group of 6th grade students as well being 
here at Kenmore. Go cougars! I graduated 
from Towson University with a Bachelor’s 
degree in education. Before coming to 
Arlington I worked in Cecil County, 
Maryland and Howard County, Maryland. I 
strongly believe in the need for a sixth grade 

reading course as well as the improvement every student will 
make during their time here at Kenmore. I incorporate art and 
technology into my lessons often. My goal is to challenge every 
student to reach their full potential while providing full support 
along the way.
Hello, my name is Shelton Vice I’m a new member of the Fliers 
team teaching 7th grade math.  Prior to coming to Kenmore I 
taught in Prince George’s County, Maryland for 9 years.  I have 
a wonderful wife and 2 girls who take up most of my time and 
money.  I love teaching at Kenmore and although I’m new I 
have an enormous amount of Cougar pride.

Hey, to my Cougar fam! My name is 
Kyle Thornhill, known as Mr. Kyle to 
everyone. I am very happy to be here for 
the start of a new school year. This is my 
first year as an employee of Kenmore but 
I am no stranger to this school in any way. 
As a youngster I sat in some of the same 
classes as your children. My administrator 
was Dr. Spencer and I was an active and 
typical middle school aged child. Last 

year I had the opportunity to come back and volunteer here at 
Kenmore. I was able to work with several teachers, students, 
staff, and the admin team. I gained experience and knowledge 
that I will take with me for all my life. This year I hope to not 
have too much to report on since I am working with the school 
in the ISAP room. Thanks to PBIS I haven’t been too busy, 
which is good! I am finding a lot to keep me busy working with 
the Kenmore scholars and other programs and projects. I am 
a student at George Mason University working on my under-
graduate degree. Go Mason! I’m eager to have a great year here 
at Kenmore and build and strengthen our Cougar Nation!!

My name is Kalki Taye and I am the new nurse here at 
Kenmore.  I came to the United States from Ethiopia when I 
was 10 years old.  I now live in Arlington and I completed my 
nursing education here in Northern Virginia.  After two years 
working as an oncology nurse at Washington Hospital Center, 
I decided to pursue my dream of working in Public Health by 
accepting a job with Arlington County School Health.  I will 
be covering Kenmore as well as Campbell Elementary School 
clinics.  But my best news is that I am a newlywed!  I look 
forward to working with the students and parents at Kenmore.

Amy Miller

Kyle Thornhill

School en Washington, DC. He trabajado como un sustituto a 
largo plazo en ES Long Branch, Drew ES, Stratford SA, ES 
McKinley, y Carlin Springs ES. Estoy contento de estar en 
Kenmore mientras que la Sra. Burkhardt pasa tiempo con su hijo 
recién nacido. 
Hola mi nombre es Amy Miller. Yo soy la nueva maestra de 
Lectura de 6to Grado del equipo de  Schooner. Estoy muy 
emocionada de enseñar a éste  maravilloso grupo de estudiantes 
de 6 º grado y de pertenecer a Kenmore. Ir pumas! Me gradué 
de la Universidad de Towson con un título de licenciatura en 
educación. Antes de llegar a Arlington, trabajé en el condado de 
Cecil, Maryland y Howard County, Maryland. Creo firmemente 
en la necesidad e implementación de una clase de lectura para 
sexto grado lo que hará que los estudiantes logren mejores 
resultados durante su tiempo aquí en Kenmore. Yo incorporaré 
el arte y la tecnología en mis clases a menudo. Mi objetivo es 
desafiar a todos los estudiantes a alcanzar su máximo potencial 
mientras que proporcione soporte completo a lo largo del 
camino.

Hola, mi nombre es Shelton Vice. Soy 
un nuevo miembro del equipo de Fliers,  
enseñaré matemáticas de 7 º grado. Antes 
de venir  a Kenmore enseñé en el Condado 
de Prince George en Maryland durante 9 
años. Tengo una esposa maravillosa y dos 
niñas que ocupan la mayor parte de mi 
tiempo y dinero. Me encanta enseñar en 
Kenmore y aunque soy nuevo tengo una 
cantidad enorme de orgullo puma.

Hola, a mi Cougar fam! Mi nombre es Kyle Thornhill, 
conocido como Sr. Kyle para todos. Estoy muy feliz de estar 
aquí para el inicio de un nuevo año escolar. Este es mi primer 
año como empleado de Kenmore pero no soy ajeno a ésta 
escuela de ninguna manera. Cuando era joven me senté en 
algunas de las mismas clases que sus hijos.Mi administrador 
era Dr. Spencer y yo era un niño de escuela media. El año 
pasado tuve la oportunidad de volver y ser voluntario aquí en 
Kenmore. Tuve la oportunidad de trabajar con varios profesores, 
estudiantes, personal y el equipo de administración. He 
adquirido experiencia y conocimientos que voy a llevar conmigo 
durante toda mi vida. Este año espero no tener demasiado para 
informar ya que estoy trabajando con la escuela en la sala de 
ISAP. Gracias a PBIS no he estado demasiado ocupado, lo que 
es bueno! Trato de mantenerme ocupado trabajando con los 
estudiantes de  Kenmore y otros programas y proyectos. Soy 
un estudiante de la Universidad George Mason trabajando en 
mi licenciatura.Ir Mason! Estoy ansioso por tener un gran año 
aquí en Kenmore, construyendo y  fortaleciendo nuestra Nación 
Cougar!

Mi nombre es Kalki Taye y soy la nueva 
enfermera aquí en Kenmore. Vine a los 
Estados Unidos de Etiopía cuando tenía 10 
años de edad. Ahora vivo en Arlington y 
completé mis estudios de enfermería aquí 
en el norte de Virginia. Los dos últimos 
años estaba trabajando como enfermera de 

Kalkidan Taye

Principally Speaking  continued from page 6 Principalmente Hablando viene de la página 5

Shelton Vice

continued on page 8 continúa en la página 8
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Join Odyssey of the Mind for Challenge, 
Fun
Michal Warshow, Kenmore Odyssey Coordinator

Looking for something new and exciting?  Could you take a 
plastic bottle, cereal box , straws and tapes and make them into 
a vehicle?  If this sounds like fun, check out Odyssey of the 
Mind!! 
Odyssey of the Mind is a creative, fun, challenging program in 
which students learn to think ‘outside the box’ by working on 
a problem that involves a creative design/performance solution 

that can involve drama, music, costumes 
and engineering.   Teams of 5-7 students 
work together to solve this problem, then 
present their solution (often as a play) at 
the regional meet  in the spring.  Each 
team needs at least one coach.  Parents, 
that’s where you come in.    
Anyone who is interested in being 
on a team, coaching, or anything else 
Odyssey-related, please contact me AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE.  I will help teams and coaches get 
started on this great adventure.
For more information about Odyssey and to see what this year’s 
problems are,  go to the Odyssey website at:   www.Odysseyof 
themind.com.
If you’re interested in Odyssey, please contact Michal 
Warshow, Kenmore Odyssey Coordinator at: joel.michal@
verizon.net.

oncología en el Washington Hospital Center, decidí  perseguir 
mi sueño de trabajar en salud pública mediante la aceptación 
de un empleo con el Condado de Arlington en Salud Escolar. 
Voy a estar trabajando en las clínicas de  Kenmore así como 
de Campbell, pero mi mejor noticia es que estoy recién 
casada! Espero poner mucho interés en trabajar con los 
estudiantes y padres de Kenmore.
Hola desde la clínica! Estoy Virginia Thackery, fui la 
enfermera interina a principios de año, mientras que la 
enfermera nueva, Kaldidan Taye, termine su orientación en el  
Condado de Arlington. He estado aquí en el norte de Virginia 
por más de 25 años y terminé mi educación en enfermería 
en Northern Virginia Community College y la Universidad 
George Mason. Tengo tres hijos y un marido que son mi 
apoyo siempre animándome. Ha sido de gran alegría conocer 
y trabajar con los estudiantes y el personal aquí en Kenmore. 
Ustedes tiene una gran escuela. Pronto estaré llevando mi 
camiseta de béisbol roja y alentando a los Nacionales de 
Washington en la parte superior de mis pulmones en el partido 
de playoffs por primera vez en casa. Ir Nats!
 
 

Hi from the Clinic! I’m Virginia 
Thackery, I served as the nurse as 
school opened this year while your 
brand new nurse, Kaldidan Taye, 
finished her orientation to Arlington 
County.  I have been here in Northern 
Virginia for over 25 years and 
completed my nursing education at 
Northern Virginia Community College 
and George Mason University as a 
40-something with three boys and a 
supportive hubby cheering me on.  
Meeting and working with the students 

and staff here at Kenmore has been a joy.  You have a great 
school.  I’ll soon be wearing my red baseball jersey and 
rooting for  the Washington Nationals at the top of my lungs 
at the first home playoff game.  Go Nats!!

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education labels that 
are found on General Mills; Betty Crocker; Kleenex; Old El 
Paso; Ziploc; etc. products.  There is a collection box at the 
attendance window as well as in the teacher mail room. Ms. 
Parkhurst really appreciates those students/parents who have 
graduated from Kenmore, but still drop off box tops.  
To review which products carry the logo, please visit the box 
tops for education website at   www.boxtopsforeducation.com
for a complete list of qualifying products.
Just a reminder when submitting It is greatly appreciated 
when the labels are cut along the dotted lines. The box 
tops must be in groups of 50 for submission.  It’s so easy 
to group them when they have already been “cut to size”. 
Thanks again for participating in such a worthwhile project. 
The first submission date is Oct. 30. The next submission date 
is in March.  

Virginia Thackery

Principally Speaking
continued from page 7

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 7
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PBIS comes to Kenmore
This year Kenmore launched a Positive Behavior 
Intervention Supports (PBIS) Initiative. The program 
strives to establish a continuum of evidenced-based 
interventions using school-wide data to predict problems and 
make informed decisions by changing the school environment 
to increase the likelihood of appropriate behavior. 
As part of the initiative, there is new logo and PRIDE 
statement that says at Kenmore we Promote Respect, 
Integrity, Determination and Excellence.  The initiative 
was begun by defining and clearly teaching Kenmore 
hallway behavior expectations.  A positive impact on both 
the classroom and school environment has already been 
seen.  There are two committees that have been established 
to support this program, a school-based working committee 
made up of teacher representatives, administration, counseling 
staff, a resource assistant and the school psychologist, and 
an executive committee.  The school-based committee meets 
every other week.   The executive committee will meet 
quarterly, review the work of the school-based committee and 
make recommendations.  We are currently looking for 4-5 
parents who would be willing to serve on this committee.  
If you would like to serve on this committee, please contact 
Dr. Word (John. Word@apsva.us), Alexis Nemer (Alexis.
Nemer@apsva.us) or Beverly Coyle (Beverly.Coyle@
apsva.us).

Help Promote Cougar Pride!

PBIS Program Launched at Kenmore
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Elena 
Butterfield, 
HILT teacher, 
stands beside 
acrostic 
poems that 
Globetrotter 
students wrote 
about fall.

Globetrotter News
Elena Butterfield, HILT

Kenmore students made a peace chain for Peace Day, 
September 21. Each student wrote his/her name on a link 
made out of construction paper, name on one side and a 
promise on the other. The student promised to perform an 
act of kindness that is likely to bring positive change in their 
lives, at school, home, or in the community. 
In Math, students have been learning about fractions with Ms. 
Rodrigues. 
In Science, students are learning about measurements with 
Ms. Butterfield.
In Social Studies, Ms. Loriz’s HILT A students have been 
learning about geography; in science, they have been learning 
about the weather.
In Ms. Herrera’s Social Studies class, students made country 
projects showing their country of origin and maps including 
geographical features and main towns; country flag; foods; 
clothes; and special celebrations. 
In P.E., HILT students have been running the mile, playing 
soccer and tag. 

Acrostic Fall  poem from a beginning student (HILT A), 
Daysi Vallejos (Grade 6):

Fall is an awesome season because the leaves are colorful.
All leaves change color: yellow, brown, and red.
Leaves fall down during autumn.
Life is beautiful in the Fall!

Acrostic fall poem, from an advanced HILTex student, 
Andy Tunchez (Grade 7):

Falling Leaves in the wood
Animals crying, if they could.
Little kids trick-or-treating.
Leave right now, or take a seat!

Boo!
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6th Grade News
Schooners and Clippers
Schooner Team
The Schooner Team is off to a fantastic start, and the teachers 
are thoroughly enjoying our sixth grade students. We have spent 
the first weeks of school introducing the students to Kenmore’s 
procedures and expectations as well as working on organiza-
tional skills.  Most students are now experts at opening their 
lockers and knowing what supplies to bring to each class.   
Student authors selected a single image from their summer to 
explore in poetic form.  Word Snapshot Projects are next.  Skills 
taught: specific word choice, spelling and capitalization. Come 

in to see all the wonderful poetry posted 
throughout our room and halls.
Ms. Juengst, Schooner English
In Math we are finishing up the orders of 
operations unit. We have been stressing 
the vocabulary that correlates with solving 

expressions. We look forward to the next unit,  calculating the 
perimeter and area of specific polygons, as we continue to build 
our math vocabulary around geometry terms.
Ms. Campbell and Ms. Morris, Schooner Math
Social Studies classes are off to a great start!  We have been 
learning about the geography of the United States and Native 
Americans!  We are integrating the arts by practicing the 
Geographic Region Rap, and we are using the elements of shape 
to illustrate geographic regions!  Students are creating beautiful 
artwork in their social studies binder!  Please check them out!
Ms. Sheehy, Schooner American Studies
Sixth grade reading has had a wonderful start to the new 
school year. We have begun by reviewing key skills to the 
reading process including before, during, and after reading strat-
egies. We have also spent time learning about mind mapping 
which is a creative and interactive way to form and share new 
material and ideas. Students should be reading a minimum of 30 
minutes a night in their independent, self-selected reading book 
along with any additional homework. 
Ms. Miller, Schooner Reading Teacher
In Science, Schooners are studying water in preparation for our 
S.E.R.C. (Smithsonian Environmental Research Center) Field 
Trip, October 18, 2012.  All students are expected to participate 
in this fun and educational al- day event located in Edgewater, 
MD.  In addition we are looking for parent chaperones inter-
ested in attending the field trip.  Parent chaperones attend for 
free. Your support is much appreciated!  
Ms. Keish, Schooner Science Teacher

It has been smooth sailing on the Clipper Teams as all hands get 
to know lockers, new routines, and new friends. The big news is 
the upcoming trip to the Smithsonian Environmental Research 
Center (SERC) on the Rhode River, below Annapolis. Students 
will spend half the day exploring the river, crabbing, and deter-
mining the water quality before embarking on a half-day hike of 
the Java History Trail. They will observe the marshlands while 
enjoying the sounds of nature and learning the history of the 
land and the Piscataway Indians, who inhabited it.
SERC excursions always prove to be bonding experiences, 
when students make new friends and see their teachers in a very 
different environment. This combined science, social studies, 
and English adventure will take place, rain or shine, on October 
25 for the Clippers. There will be a late bus for all regular riders. 
Please arrange for a late pickup for walkers.
Science classes have completed their M&M investigations to 
learn to think and ask questions like scientists while enjoying a 
little chocolate along the way. They have studied the importance 
of water and will start discussing its properties.
In social studies students are learning about the geography of the 
U.S. Our country is divided into eight different regions based 

on the geography of each region. Hopefully 
you’ve heard the geography song already. 
If not, ask your child to sing it to you. 
They have also started using the “actor’s 
toolbox” to do concentration and cooper-
ation challenges to learn specific skills 

that will help them on the stage as well as in the classroom. 
This promises to be a great year with an enthusiastic bunch of 
singers, actors, and historians.
Reading students have mind-mapped about themselves and are 
now learning to mind-map about a short story.  Next, they will 
be transitioning into reading about Native Americans and doing 
some differentiated learning.
English classes have begun with an array of skills in speaking, 
reading, and writing.  Students enjoyed delivering extempora-
neous speeches while working to avoid “uh, um, I mean, like, 
you know, yeah, and stuff.”  Journals allow an opportunity for 
individual attention to composition. 
If you have not yet scheduled a parent-student-teacher 
conference, please return the form included in your weekly work 
summary.  

Dottie Lydon, Clippers

Shades of Summer
By Neeka Samimi, Grade 6

Nearly transparent sundresses,
sunglasses, watermelons...

Tinkling laughter, playful screaming,
Chlorine seeping into your skin,

Overwhelming-deep, cold wonderlands,
thick and rich with excitement,

SPLASH.

Shades of Summer: (Above) 6th grade authors selected a 
single image from their summer to explore in poetic form, and 
then made a collage to accompany their poem. (Left) The text 
of the above artwork. (Photo courtesy of Ms. Juengst) .
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Enthusiastic Explorers and Fliers experienced a robust start 
to the new school year as they bravely met the challenges of 
seventh grade. They learned new locker combinations and 
adapted to schedules that sent them back and forth between 
the second floor tower and the gym or Arts Avenue with the 
clock counting down three minutes!  Additionally, they learned 
to walk on the right side of hallways in a clockwise, traffic-
calming pattern.  In Excels, all students completed posters about 
hallway expectations for a poster contest. Bravo Explorers and 
Fliers!
American Studies
In September, the 7th grade was learning about the controversial 
plan for rebuilding the Southern states after the American 

Civil War. They examined the problems, 
successes, and myths surrounding 
Reconstruction by simulating sharecropping 
and reading original speeches, writings, 
and images from the time. The Fliers will 
be crafting colorful “mind-maps” to show 
what they learned, and the Explorers will 

write editorials in response to a speech from Frederick Douglass 
regarding the success of Reconstruction.
In early October, students will dive into the history of the 
West. This fascinating zone of US history includes the growth 
of new American settlements west of the Mississippi River 
and the ensuing conflict they caused with Native American 
Nations. New inventions made life in this rugged and remote 
terrain more like life back East. Fliers  will learn about all of 
this through readers’ theatre, simulations, and original books, 
images, maps, and writings. They will then weigh the benefits 
and costs of changes to the land and people of the west, and they 
will compose well-developed essays to explain their analyses.  
Explorers will construct their knowledge by analyzing images, 
writings, maps and engaging in simulations. Their culminating 
activity will be to create a tableau monument to the people who 
settled the Frontier.
English
After completing the first essay of seventh grade, analyzing a 
short story, and reviewing grammar, all seventh graders focused 
on research skills.  They learned to “RAP,” which is a strategy 
for reading text, asking questions to find key words and main 
ideas to answer research questions, and putting information 
they learned into their own written paraphrases.  Students will 
use their newly honed RAP skills to research their science fair 
topics in English, and then they will write background reports, 
complete with in-text citations and works cited lists. 
All students should be reading at home for at least 30 minutes 
every evening.  Additionally, Ms. Perkins’s students have a 
big goal: read 40 books this year! Research shows that the 
highest achieving students are those who devote leisure time to 
reading. Therefore, there is no more important homework than 
reading, and reading is well underway! The first ten minutes of 
every English class is devoted to independent reading. All of 
this reading will be supported through discussions and writing 
assignments in class. Happy reading! 

7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers

Math
Both seventh-grade math and intensified math students are 
working on operations with integers.  Ask your students where 
they would use integers in the real world, or even how to 
balance a checkbook! The math book is available online, and it 
offers many exciting online resources.  Students can access this 
book through Blackboard. 
Seventh grade has welcomed two math teachers who are new 
to Kenmore. Ms. Koch is the new math teacher for the Fliers 
Team, and Mr. Vice is working with students on both teams. Mr. 
Burrow joined the Explorer Team after nearly countless years as 
a Flier.  

Life Science
In science, students are off to a great start! They have already 
begun to use the school iPads in preparation for designing 
science fair experiments and completing science fair projects. 

As September ends and October begins, 
students will focus on the early parts of their 
science fair projects, such as choosing their 
topics and writing their hypotheses. Students’ 
English teachers will guide them through the 
research and writing of their science fair topic 
background reports. Final science fair projects 

are due Dec. 11 - which is right around the corner!
Students also are learning all about the metric system and how 
to use it to gather data. Did you know that the United States is 
virtually the only nation in the world that does not use the metric 
system? All scientists use it! Since Explorers and Fliers are 
science students, they will only use the metric system in class!

Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

In Excels, all 7th 
grade students 
completed posters 
about hallway 
expectations for a 
poster contest. One 
group (left) creates a 
poster while another 
(below) displays 
theirs. (Photo 
courtesy of Dotsy 
Fraker)
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8th Grade News

Algebra/Intensified Algebra 
(Stars/Comets/Fliers/Explorers)
The Algebra students will be using expressions, equations, 
and inequalities to model real life situations.  Students will 
be exposed to formulas that involve temperature; simple 

interest; distance traveled; and profit. It 
is my hope that they will find relevance 
in solving equations. If it is 25 degrees 
Celsius outside, are you warm or cold? 
Use your algebraic expertise to find the 
correct temperature.  Hint:  

)32(
9
5

−= FC
   We will also focus on 

algebraic vocabulary that will include a 
thorough understanding of the real number system and how it 
relates to algebra.
Math - Stars/Comets
In Math 8 students are finishing their study of rational 
numbers and applying what they’ve learned to solve 
mathematical expressions using the order of operations.
Math Counts starts next Tuesday and is open to all grade 
levels. We will be meeting 7-7:45 am in Ms. Meehan’s room, 
room 167.
English
English 8 has hit the proverbial ground running, and 
our students are working diligently, creatively, and 

conscientiously in both reading and 
writing. 
We began the year with a baseline 
SOL-facsimile Writing exam in 
order to assess entering students’ 
literacy skills and set a compass 
point for our first Editing and 
Composition exams in early March.  
To that end, we have begun our first 
writing projects, including primary-

source, literary essay writing; Reader’s Theater scripting; and 
our first documented (multiple-source) essay:  the Science 
Fair’s Background Research essay.  
In order to launch Latin Heritage month, 8th grade 
English students are engaging a body of literature which is 
particularly rich and relevant to our personal lives. These 
real-life narratives tackle apposite socio-political issues 
such as immigration, teen identity, ethnic discrimination, 
acculturation, gender, labor, and class. Students are writing 
personal journal reflections and practicing burgeoning Debate 
skills in order to weigh in on the issues. Our works include 
Victor Martinez’s Parrot in the Oven, Jacqueline Woodson’s 
Miracle’s Boys, Lynn Joseph’s The Color of My Words, and 
selected works by Cesar Chavez, Gary Soto, and Walter Dean 
Myers.   
Georgraphy
Geography classes are off to a great start!  Students have been 
introduced to the seven types of geography, learned basic 

mapping skills including latitude and longitude, and have 
completed their first arts-integrated lesson: the “Geography & 
Me” booklet.   This project allows students to examine how 
Geography has affected their history, culture, and even their 
vacation plans through writing and artistic expression.  The 
rest of the month will see our students learning the advantages 
of maps versus globes, specific map projections, as well as 
completing the first mapping exercise.  Once students are 
comfortable with the basic tools of Geography, we’ll move on 
to Physical Geography.
Science - Comets and Stars
In science, 8th graders are learning measurement using the 
metric system and how to perform experiments.  They will be 
studying Scientific Method throughout the month and begin 
studying matter.  The students have been flying airplanes and 
starting to design their science fair projects.

Jill Lyttle, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars

This is school-year marks the 17th year of our Arts and 
Communications Technology Focus program through which arts 
and communications technology are integrated into instruction 
and high quality programming in the arts and communications 
technology are provided.  As part of this program, Kenmore 
travels to the Kennedy Center for an all-school field trip once 
a year.  This year Kenmore will attend the Washington 
National Opera’s (WNO) “Opera Look-in:  Don Giovanni” 
on October 10.  The narrated program will introduce students 
to the opera through some fully-staged scenes from Mozart’s 
light-hearted musical masterpiece, “Don Giovanni” performed 
by WNO Domingo-Cafritz Young Artists along with the WNO 
orchestra.  The creative team and technicians will also take 
students behind the scenes for a demonstration of technical 
special effects, scene changes, costumes, make-up, and more.  
On Wednesday, October 10, the Kenmore music department 
will present their annual fall concert in the Kenmore 
amphitheater at the front of the school (weather permitting) 
at 5:00 p.m.  In case of rain, the concert will be held in the 
auditorium.
7th grade teachers, Andy Paparella and Dotsy Fraker, along 
with HILT teacher, Elena Butterfield will be integrating the 
theater strategy “tableau” into their classroom instruction this 
year with the help of teaching artist and Arts Coach, Sean 
Layne.  The arts coach program is made available to Kenmore 

teachers through its partnership with the 
Kennedy Center.  Kenmore is one of the 
16 area schools that has been selected to 
be a member of the Kennedy Center’s 
Changing Education Through the Arts 

(CETA) program.  Our school’s partnership with the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, which began in 1999, 
helps teachers develop their expertise in integrating the arts with 
the teaching of other school subjects (such as history, language 
arts, science).  Watch this column throughout the year for 
more great news regarding our Arts and Communications 
Technology Focus program.

Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
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Mr. Baugh (above) is transformed by 
his afro and Dashiki shirt. India (above 
right) shows off her complete 70’s look.

(Left)
Dr. Spencer-
Chapman 
gets in the 
spirit with 
disco ball 
earrings.

Megan (above left) and Natalie  (right) 
happily sport 70’s fashions.

(Above) Ruby Farias and Ed Zambrano as 
you’ve never seen them.

“Celebrating the 70s”
Kenmore’s End-of-Year

FocusFest
June 8 

Kenmore closed out the 2011/12 school 
year with its annual FocusFest on June 8. 
Parents, students and the community were 
invited  to Kenmore to celebrate the arts, 
technology and our school’s involvement 
with the Kennedy Center Changing 
Education through the Arts (CETA) program. 
The event  included hands-on activities and 
entertainment provided by Kenmore students. 
The theme this year was “Celebrating the 
1970’s.”

(Below) As the Kenmore band and dancers performed their finale, 
“The Hustle,” audience members were invited to join them on the 
stage.

(All photos courtesy of Barbara Naland)
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Paws of Honor   
Erin Gagen, Counselor 

 Student                            Deed 

Arianna Harris Jones
Gr. 8, Comets

Turned in $5 she found

Widman Torres Lazo
Gr. 7, Globetrotters

Turned in a lost check

Anghela Soto
Gr. 8, Stars

Writes all HW assignments on board 
in Excel class

Victor Orella Crespin
Gr. 7, Explorers

Found money and turned it in

Mayra Cabrera Sanchez
Gr. 7, Explorers

Found a pencil pouch and turned it in

Ian Page, Gr. 6, Clippers Turned in a lost calculator
Joseph Berger, Gr. 8, Stars Helped student pick up fallen 

belongings
Jacob Smith, Gr. 8, Stars Helped a student pick up fallen 

belongings
Sarah Abdelgelil
Gr. 7, Explorers

Invited a peer sitting alone to eat 
lunch with her

The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
“catch” students doing an honorable act and give him/her 
recognition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from 
assisting a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to 
helping out another student in trouble. The student receives a 
certificate and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/
guardians are notified of their child’s award via mail. The 
following ae students who have recently received the Paws of 
Honor this school year:

ISSUE MONTH DEADLINE
Vol 12, No. 2 Nov. 2011 Wed10/24  
Vol 12, No. 3 Dec 2011 Fri 11/16
Vol 12, No. 4 Feb 2011 Fri 1/18
Vol 12, No. 5 Mar 2012 Wed 2/20
Vol 12, No. 6 Apr 2012 Wed 3/22
Vol 12, No. 7 May 2012 Fri 4/19
Vol 12, No. 8 Jun 2012 Fri 5/17

  2012/2013
Kenmore Cougar Deadlines

Wanted: Your Stories, 
Photos, Ideas
The Kenmore Cougar is looking for stories, photos, and 
suggestions for future issues. Parents, teachers, staff and 
students are all welcome to contribute! School concerts, 
sports events, field trips, and unusual class projects can 
all make good stories. Articles should be submitted to the 
Kenmore Cougar editor, Barbara Naland, at 
nalandfamily@yahoo.com. Any photos or graphics 
to accompany your contribution can be sent as e-mail 
attachments. Please include caption information. Submis-
sion deadlines for future issues of the Kenmore Cougar 
are listed in the table at right.

Important Notice

Aviso Importante

The October issue of the Kenmore Cougar newsletter for 
the 2012-2013 school year is being distributed in printed 
form to all students,  in addition to being delivered elec-
tronically by e-mail/website. Subsequent issues (starting 
in November) will be delivered by e-mail, with a limited 
number of printed newsletters available in the Kenmore 
office. You may also contact Barbara Naland at naland-
family@yahoo.com to request a printed copy.

El primer boletín  informativo de Kenmore Puma (Cougar) 
para el año escolar 2012-2013 será distribuido  a todos 
los estudiantes, además se enviará por correo electrónico.  
Pero a partir de noviembre el boletín informativo sola-
mente  se enviará via correo electrónico;  se imprimirán  
un número limitado de boletines los mismos que estarán 
disponibles en la  oficina principal de Kenmore. También 
puede comunicarse con Barbara Naland en nalandfamily@
yahoo.com para solicitar una copia impresa.


