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 Kenmore Cougar 
 Newsletter 

Principally Speaking - Dr. John Word 

Welcome to the school, year 2009-2010. I always 
use my first column of the year so that you can 
meet the new members of our personnel. This year 
we have a small number of new employees. Please 
join me in welcoming them: 

Dr. Laurie Alderman, MIPA  

“I am enthusiastic about the school year!”  

Laura DePatch   

“I am very glad to be able to work this year with the 
parents, the personnel and the students of Ken-
more.“ 

Mary Alexander - School Nurse 

“I hope to be able to work with all the students, the 
personnel and the parents of Kenmore this year “ 

Dachia Williams – Physical Education and Health 
(dance) Teacher 

“I am originally from central Pennsylvania and 
graduated from the University of Pennsylvania.” 

Rodney Callands – Building Supervisor 

“My family moved to Washington DC when I was 
two years old. I went to Kimball Elementary up to 
the fourth grade. Later we moved to Maryland and I 
began the fifth grade in Andrew Jackson Junior 
High.” 

Corporal Jackie Pagan – School Resource Officer 

“I am the oldest of three brothers. I was born and 
grew up in the Bronx in New York City.” 

(The Spanish translation of Principally Speaking is 
on page 2.) 

Rincón Español! 

Por Roxana Echalar 

Otro Año Escolar que comienza, y 

podemos ver a los niños y a los maes-

tros  llenos de energía.  Cada año es 

muy importante para nosotros y que-

remos conocer a las familias,  La se-

ñora Noemí Yerovi y yo Roxana 

Echalar, trabajamos como Asistentes 

Bilingües para las familias que hablan 

español.  Nuestra misión es  que todas 

las familias se sientan cómodas en 

esta escuela y tengan la posibilidad de 

tener dos personas que los colaboren y 

guíen en el sistema, les sirvan de tra-

ductoras, interpretes, o como puente 

de comunicación con los maestros y la 

administración.  El sábado 26 de sep-

tiembre fue nuestra primera reunión 

mensual.  Quiero agradecer a todos 

los padres que vinieron, fue un gusto 

ver tantos padres de séptimo y octavo 

grado, los padres de sexto grado fue-

ron muy pocos en relación, y pensar 

que esta reunión fuė para que ellos 

tengan la oportunidad de hacer pre-

guntas a la administración y a perso-

nas que trabajan con sus hijos en la 

escuela.  Tuve una conversación muy 

interesante con un padre.  Me pregun-

to si las reuniones eran solo para pa-

dres que no sabían inglés, el habla 

muy bien inglés y está en este país 

muchos añoreuniones s.  Estas sirven 

el propósito de reunir a los padres 

latinos para que se conozcan y para 

que tengamos una voz, no solamente 

en las escuelas sino en Arlington,  ¡La 

Unión hace la Fuerza!  Invitamos a 

todos los padres.  Quiero tomar esta 

oportunidad para agradecer a las per-

sonas del personal de Kenmore que  

participaron el día de la reunión, Dr. 

John A. Word, Director, Administra-

dor de séptimo grado, a que escribe, 

estuvieron aquí como coordinadoras.  

Mil gracias a todos.Mr. David McBri-

de, Sub- Director y Administrador del 

Octavo grado, Sra. Rodríguez, profe-

sora de HILT, Sr. Tommy Baugh, 

Director de Actividades de la Escuela,  

Corporal Jackie Pagan, Oficial de 

Recursos de la Policía, encargada de 

Kenmore. La presidenta y la secretaria 

de la Asociación de Padres y Maestros 

de Kenmore(PTA), la señora Flores, 

representante de los padres,  la señori-

ta Herrera que hizo una excelente  

presentación  con consejos y  orienta-

ción para los padres.  Por supuesto 

que la señora Yerovi y la que escribe, 

mailto:ccarlsontmg@aol.com
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Explorer Team News 

Math 

Students in Ms. Meehan’s classes know that math is not “about what’s waiting on the other side, it’s about the climb” (thanks 
Miley Cyrus)!  Learning strategies to solve complex problems, students are focused on the process of reaching the answer, not 
just the answer itself.  In Math 7, problem solving focuses on comparing fractions and decimals while studying how these are 
used to represent real world situations.  In Intensified Math 7, students are studying algebra and learning to write and solve 
equations.  In Intensified Algebra, students are becoming acquainted with their newly issued graphing calculators as important 
learning tools.  The pacing of Algebra class parallels the 8

th
 grade Stars Team Intensified Algebra class. 

Science 

Mrs. Dorman and Mrs. Akpata report a great start to the 2009-2010 school year, as  students come to class with their supplies 
and a “ready to learn” attitude!  They have been studying the scientific method along with making graphs and practicing meas-
uring skills. The next unit, a study of populations and ecosystems, coincides with the team’s road trips to the Outdoor Lab on 
October 20th and 21st.  Half the team will travel to the lab each of those days.   

English 

In Mrs. Fraker’s classes, students finished compositions in September and began applying the tools of literary analysis to fic-
tion.  “Rikki-tikki-tavi” by Rudyard Kipling and “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” by Rod Serling offered thought provok-
ing plot lines and exciting discussions.  During October, students will mastered research skills and applied those skills to topics 
in American history.  Individual research projects started at the end of October. 

American Studies 

To enhance instruction of American history, Mrs. Stephens sponsors an after-school movie club called the Cougar 7 Cinema.  
About once a month, students are invited, with written parent permission, to attend a viewing of a movie set in the time period 
they either just completed or are currently studying.  Recently, students said “Good-bye” to Reconstruction with our first movie 
of the year, “Gone with the Wind.”  In the coming weeks, students will be moving through westward expansion to the age of 
industrialization.   Is anyone interested in watching a good western after school?  Mrs. Stephens is always on the look-out for 
more movie titles she can add to her library.  If you have any suggestions, please pass them on to her. 

Parents, please note that when you or your children go to Blackboard for homework assignments or class notes, you must 
open it using the Mozilla Firefox web browser.  This year the county launched a new version of Blackboard, and it does not 
operate properly with any browser other than Mozilla Firefox, which you can download for free from the internet.  

 

Spanish Translation of Principalmente hablando  

Por: Dr. John Word 

Bienvenidos al año escolar, 2009-2010. Como siempre estoy usando mi primera columna del año para que ustedes puedan conocer 
acerca de los nuevos miembros de nuestro personal.  Este año tenemos un número pequeño,  poco común, de nuevos miembros 
dentro del personal.  Por favor únanse a darles la bienvenida a estas cuatro personas.   

Dr. Laurie Alderman MIPA (a la izquierda de la foto) 

Estoy entusiasmada de empezar el año escolar dentro de la clase.   

LauraDePatch (a la derecha de la foto)  

Estoy muy contenta de poder trabajar este año con los padres, el personal y los estudiantes de Kenmore.  

Mary Alexander- Enfermera de la Escuela  

Espero poder trabajar con todos los estudiantes, el personal y los padres de Kenmore este año.  Crecí en Reston, Virginia y  fui a la 
Universidad de  Pennsilvania  (Penn State University). 

Dachia Williams – Maestra de Educación física y Salud (danza).  

Soy originaria de Pennsilvania central. Me he graduado de la Universidad de Pennsilvania (Penn State University)   

Rodney Callands – Jefe de los Encargados del Edificio 

Nací en Lynchburg VA, un pueblecito lleno de polvo y hiervas.  Mi familia se trasladó a Washington DC cuando yo tenía dos años.   

Corporal Jackie Pagan – School Resource Officer 

Soy la mayor de tres hermanos. Nací y me crié en el Bronx en la ciudad de Nueva York (el otro Puerto Rico). 



Please be looking for more infor-

mation via email and weekly work 

summaries.  And, please consider 

volunteering to help at the book fair 

the week of November 16-20.  If you 

have any questions, please feel free 

to contact one of your book fair co-

chairs, Heather Martinez 

(heatherabm@comcast.net) or Leslie 

Atkins (lpatkins2@aol.com). 

Kenmore Book Fair  

November 16-20, 2009 

Come one, come all, to the annual Ken-

more Book Fair, scheduled for November 

16-20, 2009.  We are very excited to be 

working with a new provider this year, 

Bookworm.  Bookworm offers a book fair 

online, as well as a traditional one at 

school. We will be able to have a longer 

sales period online, and it will give par-

ents the convenience of purchasing books 

without having to come to school.  

 

Comets and Stars 

Intensified Geometry 

Students have concluded a 
unit on logic where they 
learned about conditional 
statements, truth tables, and 
the laws of syllogism and de-
tachment.  They even cre-
ated their own “Law of Syllo-
gism” statement.  Now, they 
are starting to learn the ba-
sics about angles and lines.  
They are also beginning to 
build a knowledge base of 
many theorems and postu-
lates.  These will be quite 
useful as they start doing 
proofs! 
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Volunteer to Help at the Book Fair 

the Week of November 16-20, 

SCHOONER NEWS 

The Schooners have gotten off to a breezy start. How wonderful to 
see everyone having supplies, arriving to class on time, and able to 
open lockers. HURRAY!! We have some great trips coming up. The 
entire team will be going to SERC- Smithsonian Environmental Re-
search Center. Science students will test the water and wade into the 
river to search for critters. For American Studies we will learn about 
early American History, especially of the Native Americans that inhab-
ited the land. For Language Arts students will write sensory word 
sketch poems. In November, we all will visit various businesses to 
learn all about different types of jobs and careers. 

6
th
 grade Math students are exploring exponents, order of operation 

and variables. In English, students are writing poems, reading Bill 
Cosby’s memoirs, and writing their own memoir or autobiographical 
incident. Wait until you see their monsters and descriptive para-
graphs. In both English and Reading students are learning to edit us-
ing MUG (Mechanics, Usage, and Grammar) rules. Science and Eng-
lish classes will begin the Earth Force Action Project by first testing 
the water at Four Mile Run. 

These are just a few examples of our engaging classroom activities. 
We are very excited about the wonderful year we’ll have with your 
children! 

 

mailto:heatherabm@comcast.net
mailto:lpatkins2@aol.com
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11/2   End of Quarter  

11/3   Teacher Planning Day  

11/4 7:00 p.m.  IB Info Night  

11/4   County-wide Mtgs  

11/5 9:20  a.m.  Career Field Trips (6th Grade)  

11/5 3:15 p.m.  B. Soccer vs. Gunston  

11/5 4:15 p.m.  Readers Theater Wksp. (CETA)  

11/6 3:30 p.m.  Dive vs. Jefferson @ WL  

11/10 8:30  a.m.  MS Orientation  

11/10 9:20 a.m.  Discovery Theater (Globetrotters)  

11/10 3:15 p.m.  B. Soccer vs. Gunston  

11/10 3:15 p.m.  G. B.Ball @ Jefferson  

11/11   Veterans Day  

11/12 3:15 p.m.  G. B.Ball @ Williamsburg  

11/12   Report Cards Home  

11/12   Stanford Achievement Testing (6th Grade)  

11/13 2:35 p.m.  Concert Band Clinic  

11/13 3:30 p.m.  Dive Championship Meet @WL  

11/13   Career Shadowing (8th Grade)  

11/13   Stanford Achievement Testing (6th Grade)  

11/15   Bowen McCauley @ Kennedy Center  

11/16   Bookworm Central Book Fair  

11/16   Stanford Achievement Testing (6th Grade)  

11/17 3:15 p.m.  B. Soccer @ Jefferson  

11/17 3:15 p.m.  G. B.Ball vs. Gunston  

11/17   Bookworm Central Book Fair  

11/17   Stanford Achievement Testing (6th Grade)  

11/18 2:40 p.m.  Faculty Mtg.  

11/18   Bookworm Central Book Fair  

11/18   Stanford Achievement Testing (6th Grade)  

11/18   TAB   

11/19 3:15 p.m.  B. Soccer @ Williamsburg  

11/19 3:15 p.m.  G. B.Ball vs. Swanson  

11/19   Bookworm Central Book Fair  

11/20   Bookworm Central Book Fair  

11/21 10:00 a.m.  Hispanic Parents Mtg.  

11/23 2:35 p.m.  Cadet Band Rehearsal  

11/24 7:50 a.m.  Honors Breakfast  

11/25   Thanksgiving Holiday  

11/26   Thanksgiving Holiday  

11/27   Thanksgiving Holiday  

11/28   Thanksgiving Holiday  

11/29   Thanksgiving Holiday  

11/30 2:35 p.m.  Concert Band Rehearsal  

11/30 2:35 p.m.  Orchestra Rehearsal  

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

    November 2009 Calendar 
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    October/November Focus News 

 

The 2009-10 school year is off to a great start and there are many exciting programs planned for the fall.  We 
have launched a fourth year of our partnership with Bowen McCauley Dance.  Kenmore received an $8,000 
grant from the Virginia Commission for the Arts for this year-long residency program.  The students chosen 
for the program have formed the Junior Company and will receive instruction from Lucy Bowen McCauley and 
members of her company every Wednesday.   The program is divided into semesters this year.  Students 
participating in the first semester will perform on November 15, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. on the Millennium Stage.  
The program will take a break through the Thanksgiving and winter holidays and hold a second round of audi-
tions in January.  Students may elect to participate all year or for one semester.  Students participating in the 
second semester will perform as part of the BMD spring show. 

 

Kenmore is continuing its efforts to integrate the arts into instruction through its partnership with the Kennedy 
Center.  Approximately 20 Kenmore teachers are participating in the Changing Education Through the Arts 
program (CETA) this year which provides training on how to integrate the arts into the curriculum.  Five of 
these teachers are new to the program.  Topic areas that teachers are studying include Art and Writing, 
Reader’s Theatre, Portraiture as Biography, Puppetry, and Tableau.  A team of teachers, parents, and admin-
istrators will be participating in a CETA Strategic Planning Course to develop a strategic plan for continuing 
CETA at Kenmore. 

 

The music department will present a short fall concert on October 21, 2009 at 5:00 p.m.  Weather permitting 
the concert will be outside.  Feel free to wear your costume and please bring a chair or blanket to sit on.  If it 
rains, the concert will be held in the auditorium.  Our partnership with the U.S. Army Band continues.  Mem-
bers of the U.S. Army Band have already been at the school working with students during Friday afternoon 
workshops.  The Band performs for free on many Thursdays during the month of November.  Check their 
website http://www.usarmyband.com/event-calendar.html for scheduling and programming details. 

 

Students in the ACT II Theater Arts class will perform Disney’s “Beauty and the Beast” on December 10 and 
11, 2009.  Mark your calendar as this is shaping up to be a great production! 

 

These are just some of the exciting activities happening in the next few months.  Watch this space for infor-
mation on programs related to our Arts and Communications Technology Focus program. 

 

 

 

http://www.usarmyband.com/event-calendar.html
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ARLINGTON-REIMS SISTER CITY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL EXCHANGE 

 
Host Families Needed!  

The Arlington-Reims Sister City Committee 
 is organizing a middle school exchange similar to the program at the high school 
level.  28 students from Reims will visit Arlington for 2 weeks in the spring of 2010 

(April 17 – May 1, after Spring break).  They will attend middle school for 2 days and 
spend the rest of the time visiting sites in Arlington. 

 
All 6 Arlington middle schools will be participating with 4-5 students attending each 
school.  Host families will need to provide housing, meals and transportation within 

Arlington for the students they host.   
 

Kenmore Liaison:  
 

Marjorie Macieira 703-243-0483 
 

marjmaci@yahoo.com 
 

Rheims, France 

Since 2005, the city of Reims has been Arlington’s sister City.  It lies in the Cha-
pagne-Ardenne region in northeastern France 129 km (80 miles) east-northeast of 

Paris.  Founded by the Gauls, it became a major city during the period of the Roman 
Empire. 

Reims played a very prominent role in French monarchical history as the traditional 
site of the crowning of the kings of France. Thus the Cathedral of Rheims (damaged 
by the Germans during the First World War but restored since) played the same role 

in France as Westminster Abbey did in England.  

Reims is the administrative capital of the province of Champagne, given its size as by 
far the largest city in the region.  Reims, along with Épernay and Ay, functions as one 
of the centers of champagne production. Many of the largest champagne-producing 

houses, known as les grandes marques, have their headquarters in Reims, and most 
open for tasting and tours. Champagne ages in the many caves and tunnels under 

Rheims, which form a sort of maze below the city. Carved from chalk, some of these 
passages date back to Roman times. 

The 2008 census recorded 188,078 inhabitants in the city of Reims proper, and 

291,735 inhabitants in the whole metropolitan area. 

mailto:marjmaci@yahoo.com
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Welcome to an exciting new school year at Kenmore Middle School. We are all fortunate to share a wonderful commu-
nity of superior administrative staff, highly qualified teachers, and caring families.  

 
The middle school years are a time of transition. As students move from the structure of elementary school and prepare 
for the more rigorous demands of high school, the full support of parents and teachers helps. Being involved at your 
child’s school is a way to stay in touch with their world. 
 
The Kenmore PTA provides much needed resources to the school by volunteering time and providing financial support 
for valuable programs. Dedicated groups of parents, teachers and administrators have already volunteered to serve on 
the PTA Board and to start planning ways to support activities for Kenmore’s students in the upcoming year. However, 
we still need your help!  
 
Please get involved at the school – whether by talking to a teacher to find out how you can help in the classroom, donat-
ing baked goods for a special event, translating, chaperoning a field trip, or helping to make an after school activity hap-
pen. You can make a difference to both your child’s education and the entire Kenmore community. The best way to stay 
informed about what is happening at Kenmore is through our “listserv” and get personally involved.   

 

Communications:  We provide many channels of communications to bring parents, teachers and administrators – every-
one with a stake in promoting excellence in education.  We have a regular PTA meeting the second Tuesday of every 
month at 7:00 pm in the library (October 13, November 10, December 8, January 12, February 9, March 9, April 13, May 
11 and June 8).  The Hispanic PTA meeting is held on the third Saturday of the month (October 17, November 21, De-
cember 19, January 23, February 27, and March 20).   

 

Our newsletter, The Kenmore Cougar, is full of information from Dr. Word, the teachers and administrators as well as 
PTA members.  Most, if not all, of the information the PTA provides can be found on the Kenmore website under the 
PTA tab, http://www.apsva.us/15662062314335907/site/default.asp, check back often, as we constantly add informa-
tion.   

 

Please join the Kenmore Listserv! This is truly the best way to stay in touch with the Kenmore community.  Weekly 
emails from Mr. Baugh updating us on the student’s calendar of events (wonder when school photos are scheduled, or 
when basketball tryouts begin – wonder no more, Mr. Baugh has the answer!).  This is also Dr. Word’s first line of com-
munication to the parents.  You will receive information from administrators as well as the PTA.  To join the listserv, send 
an email to Candace Foley at candance4now@yahoo.com.  A few years ago, we established the Kenmore Forum.  
This listserv is a forum for parents, teachers, and school administration to post questions, discussion, and comments. 
Candace Foley is also in charge of the Kenmore Forum, so please feel free to email Candace Foley at can-

dance4now@yahoo.com to sign up.   

 
The Kenmore Directory (coming soon) is another wonderful resource that provides contact information for all members of 
the Kenmore community. 

 
Community: Kenmore is really one huge community composed of students and teachers, administrators and staff, par-
ents and guardians, families and neighbors as well as businesses and organizations, all with an interest in the education 
of the kids, enjoyment of the arts and a desire to grow, learn and share. Become an active member of the community.  
Join the PTA and become an active part of this wonderful community, connecting with people and sharing resources. 
There are a few things in life more important the education and development of our children.  Now is the best time for us 
all to refocus and commit to do our part to help our children have the best future possible.   

 
Please feel free to contact me at 703.328.0532 or wls7a@aol.com if you have any questions, comments or would just 
like to volunteer for one of our many wonderful events!  I look forward to working with all of you! 

Ann Wilson 
PTA President 
 

  PTA Bulletin Board 

http://www.apsva.us/15662062314335907/site/default.asp
mailto:candance4now@yahoo.com
mailto:candance4now@yahoo.com
mailto:candance4now@yahoo.com
mailto:wls7a@aol.com
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