
1

The Kenmore Cougar  
May 2013 Volume 12, No. 7

Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

It is that time of the year when the weather 
invites us to begin to peel back the layers of 
clothing that have kept us warm all winter.  The 
time and weather change encourages us to enjoy 
outside activities. As these changes occur, we 
must  remember that getting too comfortable with 
our dress and grooming can be distracting and 
disruptive to the school environment. Parents, 

please review page 6 of the student agenda book for the school’s 
expectations on dress.  Check your child daily to be sure they are 
dressed appropriately.
When students leave school we expect them to arrive at home 
safely.  We need everyone’s help to make sure this happens. If your 
child is a walker, please remind them to only cross the streets at the 
designated crosswalks, walk along sidewalks, and pay attention to 
traffic.  Remind them of the danger of horseplay as they walk.  It 
is a good idea to encourage them to walk with a friend.  Students 
are not allowed to go to 7-11 on the way to and from school.  The 
basketball courts and fields on the school, grounds are areas that 
must be supervised in order for students to use them before 4:30.  
We need parents picking up students to arrive at the appropriate 
pick up time, 2:25, 3:30 and 4:15.  Alumni visitors and friends may 
not come during the instructional day or before 4:30.
Students who ride the buses should stay at a safe distance from 
the street and not play around when waiting for the bus.  Wait for 
the bus to stop completely before you move towards it to get on, 
or before you stand up to get off.  Find a seat and sit down as soon 
as you’re on the bus.  Be courteous and respectful to your driver 
and each other.  Listen to directions and don’t put your head, arms, 
papers or anything out the window.
These are just a few things to remember so that we can have a safe 
and successful close to the school year. 

Es ésta la época del año cuando el clima nos invita a usar 
menos ropa que en invierno, así como también el cambio de 
hora y el tiempo nos anima a disfrutar de actividades al aire 
libre. También debemos recordar que todos éstos cambios en 
la vestimenta y arreglo personal inapropiado de nuestros hijos 
pueden ser perjudiciales para el ambiente escolar.  Padres, por 
favor revisen la página 6  de la agenda escolar del estudiante en 
donde encontrará las normas de vestimenta para los estudiantes. 
Por favor revise su hijo(a) todos los días y asegúrese de que 
estén vestidos apropiadamente.
Cuando los estudiantes terminan su día;  tanto la escuela 
como la familia esperamos que lleguen a casa, sanos y salvos. 
Necesitamos la ayuda de todos para hacer que esto ocurra. Si su 
hijo camina a casa por favor hágales  recuerdo  que sólo pueden  
cruzar las calles por los pasos de peatonales designados, caminar 
por las aceras, y prestar atención al tráfico. Recuérdele el peligro 
que puede ocasionar cuando juegan en las calles de camino a 
casa o cuando vienen a la escuela. También  es una buena idea 
que caminen a casa con un amigo. Está totalmente prohibido 
que los estudiantes vayan al  7-11 en el camino hacia la casa o 
cuando vienen a la escuela. Las canchas de baloncesto, campos 
de la escuela, y  los jardines son áreas que están supervisadas 
para que los estudiantes los utilicen antes de las 4:30. 
Es muy importante que los padres que recogen a los estudiantes 
deben llegar a la hora adecuada o a tiempo éstas son las horas: 
2:25 pm, 3:30 pm  y 4:15 pm. 
Los ex-alumnos y amigos no pueden venir durante las horas de 
clases o antes de las 4:30.
Los estudiantes que viajan en los autobuses deben permanecer 
a una distancia segura de la calle y no jugar cuando esperan 

continúa en la página 4
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Upcoming Events - May 2013
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web 
site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news 
e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week 
containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

Thurs 5/2 9:30am-1 pm MIPA Field Trip - Mt. Vernon
3:15-4:30 pm Track vs. Jefferson @ Kenmore

Fri 5/3 All day Music Trip
Tues 5/7 3:15-7:15 pm Track County-wide Meet @ Williamsburg
Wed 5/8 2:30-3:30 pm Concert Orchestra Rehearsal

7:00-8:30 pm Spring Choral Concert - Black Box
Thurs 5/9 3:15-7:15 pm Track County-wide Meet @ Williamsburg

7:00-8:30 pm Orchestra Concert - Kenmore Theater
Fri 5/10 1:00-2:15 pm Music Assembly - Kenmore Theater

7:00-9:00 pm Band Concert - Kenmore Theater
Mon 5/13 3:15-7:15 pm Track Meet- Rain Date @ Williamsburg
Tues 5/14 7:00-9:00 pm PTA Meeting - Kenmore Library
Thurs 5/16 7:00-8:00 pm National Junior Honor Society Induction - Library

Tues 5/21 All day SOL Window
All day VJAS Trip

8:15-10:21 am Reading SOL Test (Stars) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 Reading SOL Test (Schooners) - Kenmore
Wed 5/22 All day VJAS Trip

8:20-10:36 am Reading SOL Test (Comets) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 pm Reading SOL Test (Clippers) - Kenmore

Thurs 5/23 All day VJAS Trip

8:20-10:30 am World Geography SOL Test (Stars) - Kenmore

9:30-12:30 MIPA Field Trip - Zoo

11:30-1:30 Reading SOL Test (Fliers) - Kenmore

Fri 5/24 8:20-10:30 am World Geography SOL Test (Comets) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 Reading SOL Test (Explorers) - Kenmore

Sat 5/25 10:00-12:00 Hispanic Parent Meeting - Kenmore

Mon 5/27 All day Memorial Day (NO SCHOOL)

Tues 5/28 8:20-10:30 am Reading SOL Test (Globetrotters) - Kenmore

9:30-1:00 Ritz Carlton Trip (FACS 8th grade) - Ritz Carlton

Wed 5/29 8:20-10:20 am Algebra and Geometry SOL Tests (Grades 7-8)

Thurs 5/30 8:20-10:30 am Math 6 SOL Test (Clippers) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 Math 7 SOL Test (Fliers) - Kenmore

Fri 5/31 8:20-10:30 am Math 6 SOL Test (Schooners) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 Math 7 SOL Test (Explorers)

Mon 6/3 All day SOL Make-ups

Tues 6/4 8:20-10:30 am Science SOL Test (Comets) - Kenmore

11:30-1:30 Science SOL (Stars) - Kenmore
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Kenmore PTA News

Dear All,
Thank you for all your support for 

our Field of Dreams Silent Auction on 
Friday, April 5!

It was a great night, enjoyed by many.  
Thank you for all that contributed in 
so many ways!  From class baskets, to 
family contributions and donating to 
our sponsor levels to volunteering to 

prepare for the big night and of course 
those that came and bid!

You all supported Kenmore in a big way 
and our children will benefit greatly!

Ellen Fitzpatrick
Auction Chair

 Your Support Made All the 
Difference!

Field of Dreams
 Silent Auction

(Above) Arriving Auction guests were greeted by a string 
quartet. Later, Jazz Band musicians played their hearts out 
on the mezzanine (below).

Thanks, 
Ellen, for 
a job well 

done!

(Below) Members of Kenmore’s dance troupe strike a pose 
after performing. 

As usual, 
the baskets 
generated a 
great deal of 
competitive 
bidding!

(Right) The family and 
consumer science class 
proudly served their chili 
subs to Auction guests.
(Above) Former PTA 
President Carolyn Carlson  
(right) came to lend a 
hand (pictured with Meilin 
Dioso).

PTA News continues on next page.
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Congratulations to the cast and crew of “Guys and Dolls, 
Jr.” who put on fantastic performances on April 18 and 19.  The 
cast was made up of students in the 6th grade ShowTime class 
and a group of students from the 6th grade dance class.  Most 
of the crew were 7th and 8th graders.  We can’t wait to see what 
this talented group of 6th graders has in store for us next year!
The art work of a number of Kenmore students is currently 
being featured in the middle school art show hanging in the 
Arlington Public School Education Center art gallery located at 
1426 N. Quincy St.  These students were honored at a reception 
on April 17.
Kenmore’s rain barrel entitled,  “A tale of two habitats” 
painted by a group of 6th grade students, received an Honorable 
Mention at the Arlington County Earth Week Fair held at 
George Mason on April 21.  The rain barrel design was based 
on what students have learned in 6th grade science about water, 
local water sources and watersheds.  Congratulations to our 
Clipper and Schooner artists!
The bands, choir and orchestra are off to Hershey Park on 
May 3 to compete in the Music in the Parks program and 
will host their annual spring concert series the week of May 6 
at Kenmore beginning with the chorus on Wednesday, May 8 
at 7:00 p.m., followed by the orchestra on Thursday, May 9 at 
7:00 p.m. and concluding with the bands on May 10 at 7:00 p.m.  
Come out and support these wonderful music programs.
Bowen McCauley Dance concluded its annual residency 
program at Kenmore with a special performance for Kenmore 
students on April 26 and a performance at the Move Me festival 
on Saturday, April 27.  The performance featured two dances, 
one to a piece from “West Side Story” and a second piece 
with the music played live by the Kenmore jazz band.  These 
performances brought to conclusion a 13-week residency where 
Kenmore students received lessons in modern dance from 
several different professional members of  Bowen McCauley 
Dance. 
Looking ahead, Kenmore will celebrate its annual FocusFest 
on Friday, June 7 at 6:00 p.m.  This arts and technology 
festival is a fun event for all ages.  There will be lots of hands-
on activities, performances and arts integrated demonstration 
lessons.  Mark your calendar.  This is a free event for Kenmore 
family, friends and neighbors.  

Principalmente Hablando   viene de la página 1 

el autobús. Tienen que esperar a que el autobús se detenga 
completamente antes de subirse o bajarse del mismo. Tan pronto 
como entren al autobús deben buscar un asiento y mantenerse 
sentados. Los estudiantes deben ser corteses  y respetuosos 
con el conductor y con los demás;  escuchar las instrucciones y 
nunca poner la cabeza, los brazos,  papeles o cualquier otra cosa 
por la ventana.
Estas son sólo algunas cosas que quiero recordarles para que 
podamos tener un fin del año escolar seguro y exitoso.

Little Bit of Time - Lots of Help for 
Kenmore Students - Great Volunteer 
Opportunity!
   

Donna Budway
 

We are looking for some willing folks to help with picking 
up end of day inventory at the Ballston 
Panera.  All donated goods are used in 
our after school tutoring program that 
meets on Mondays and Tuesdays.  We 
are looking for one or more good souls to 
help with this project so no one person has 
to make the trip more than 1 time a month.  
Pick up is on Saturday nights at closing.  
Schedule is very flexible!  Please contact 

donnabudway@aol.com for more information.  Thank you! -- 
Donna Budway

From the President

Dear Parents,
Our final PTA Meeting of the school year 
will be on Tuesday, May 14 at 7:00 pm 
in the Kenmore Library.  I encourage you 
to come and meet our new PTA leaders 
for next year.  Thank you to everyone 
who has helped with the PTA events 
this year.  I truly appreciate your help.  

We still have one important event coming up this year.  
Teacher Appreciation Week is May 6 to May 10.  Please 
do something special for your child’s teachers to show 
how much you appreciate the time and effort they put into 
making every day at Kenmore interesting and challenging.  

Sincerely,
Bill Donovan
PTA President 2012-2013
kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com

Kenmore PTA News 
continued from page 3
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Our partnership with Carlin Spring Elementary School began in 
2009. During the past 3 years we have introduced the elementary 
extended day students to the Middle School Check-In Program. 
We combine the two groups to do fun, engaging activities with 
developmental purposes in mind. 
On April 5, the Kenmore Check-In students invited 92 
elementary students from Carlin Springs Elementary School 
Extended Day program to come to Kenmore for an afternoon of 
fun filled activities. This event was organized by the Kenmore 
students, who created and ran activity stations. The activities 
included Storytelling, Arts & Crafts, physical activities in the 
gym, Karaoke, wii, and special guest appearance of Cleo, the 
miniature cockatoo and Brownie,  a large rabbit. The cockatoo’s 
owner, Sandra Preniczky, walked around during the event with 
Cleo on her shoulder meeting the kids.  

Check-In News
Kenmore Check-In and Carlin Springs 
Mentoring Day

Student Deed
Estela Mendoza Villatoro, 
Gr. 7 

turned in cell phone to office

Muhammad Taha, Gr. 6 cleaned up classroom at end of day
Connor Clark, Gr. 6 turned in missing agenda book
Hector Rivera-Pacheco, Gr. 8 turned in iPhone he found
Zeru Tadesse, Gr. 8 turned in iPhone he found
Matt Turner, Gr. 8 turned in ipad
Sam Mansour, Gr. 7 has had visiting students shadow 

him
Landy Rios Gavidia, Gr. 7 doing a nice thing for peer

Nicole Cardenas Monroy,Gr. 7 doing a  nice thing for peer
Leakana Khy, Gr. 7 doing a nice thing for peer
Acsa Lemus Gonzalez, Gr. 7 doing a nice thing for peer
Zaafira Jaya, Gr. 7 doing a nice thing for peer
Mindy Tran, Gr. 7 doing a nice thing for peer

Hamid Lakrouchni, Gr. 7 looked out for peer
Larry Carpenter, Gr. 7 looked out for peer

Paws of Honor 
Erin Gagen, Counselor
The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
“catch” students doing an honorable act and give him/her 
recognition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from 
assisting a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to 
helping out another student in trouble. The student receives a 
certificate and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/
guardians are notified of their child’s award via mail. The 
following are students who have recently received the Paws of 
Honor this school year:

Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor 

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserving 
recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle 
School. Students are nominated based on various qualities such 
as their dedication to academic success, consistently putting forth 
their best effort, participation in school clubs/events, helpfulness 
to others, and demonstrating kindness and respect to peers and 
teachers. 

Students of the Month for April are:
• Clippers:   Cindy Lopez-Rojas  Horton
•  Schooners:  Ribka Tewelde  Sheehy
• Explorers:   Grace Young  Dorman
• Fliers:   Joshua Harber  Vice
• Comets:   Yuyada Tesfay  Blackburn
• Stars:   Brianna Zuleta  Williams
• Producers:  Tom Twomey  Meehan
• Encore:  Rose Mustakova-Possardt Sanchez
• Globetrotters Nasir Miah  Loriz

Milagro Martinez, Check-In Program Supervisor

Continuing their tradition of mentoring Carlin 
Springs Elementary School kids, Kenmore’s Check-
In students organized an afternoon of  fun activities 
for their young charges. (Photos courtesy of 
Milagros Martinez) 
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6th Grade News
Schooners and Clippers
Dottie Lydon, Clippers / Amy Juengst, Schonners
In Ms. Horton’s Reading and English class the students will 
be focusing on writing creative stories using their imagination, 
vivid detail, and writing skills.  Also, until late May each class 
will be spent focusing on SOL review and test taking tips.
Clipper meteorologists have been busy observing, describing, 
and recording the weather. They have studied how and why 
weather changes, learned how climactic events in one place 
affect those in others, and explored the importance of under-
standing weather patterns.
Science and reading classes finished their Earth Force work 
and presented their findings at a recent conference, where 
students had a chance to view a variety of presentations.  Ms. 
Pinto’s reading classes are nearing the end of Stealing Freedom.
Ms. Zander’s students were transformed into Patriots and 
Loyalists as they entered the candle-lit hallowed halls in full 
colonial costumes. Each student became one of the Founding 
Fathers. Their spirited debates yielded superior discussions 
and a greater understanding of the men and forces that shaped 
our young nation. Subsequent study of legislative, executive, 
and judicial branches led the social studies scholars to some 
remarkable conclusions.  Recently, students posed in tableaux 
about how the U.S. acquired the territories west of the Missis-
sippi River. They created three-sentence summaries of material 
they read, and each sentence became a tableau. Next, it’s on to 
the Civil War.
Clipper mathematicians have delved into geometry to 
determine areas, diameters, radii, and angles. Algebra students 
continue their work with equations and word problems.
The poetry slam was a success as students shared first their 
favorites and then their own masterpieces. Please ask to see 
and hear these remarkable poems.  On April 18, Clipper 
students joined the rest of the students and staff by carrying and 
sharing poems in their pockets.  Classes also enjoyed reading  
Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices  by Paul Fleischman and 
Love That Dog by Sharon Creech.  Work with grammar and 
composition will continue as English classes begin Flush, a 
novel about a family’s dramatic attempts to stop sewage from 
polluting Florida’s beaches. This New York Times bestseller 
also touches on First Amendment rights and an array of life 
decisions.  Weekly journals provide additional chances to share 
insights and observations.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, excelling Clippers enjoy the 
rewards of physical activities, games, pay-it-forward, and social 
time.  Students who are achieving, but not yet excelling, gather 
in extra study sessions during that time.  Hard work is paying 
off as increasing numbers of students meet their academic 
challenges. Way to go, Cougars!

Schooner Math Classes:
As we enter the 4th quarter, the students are busy finishing up 
Geometry.  Then, to conclude the year, we will move on to 
Probability and Integers, our final math units.  The students will 
be tested on skills such as sequencing, predicting probability, 
and plotting ordered pairs on a coordinate plane. We predict 
the probability of success is high as Schooner students plot a 

sequence of effective study strategies and finish the year strong!
Schooner Reading Classes:
In reading class, students are studying the historical novel, 
Stealing Freedom by Elisa Carbone. Stealing Freedom is 
about a young girl who escapes from slavery through the 
Underground Railroad. Students are expected to keep up with 
assigned readings and be prepared to reread sections of the 
novel as necessary for understanding. 
Schooner Science Classes
CONGRATULATIONS 6th GRADERS!  Back in November, 
Schooner Scientists tested water in the Four Mile Run and 
found that is was heavily polluted with fecal coliform bacteria 
(F.C.B.).  Students researched causes and effects of FCB and 
found that it was hazardous to humans in many ways.   (Ask 
your Schooner for more information.)  In English class, 
Schooners created a plan to help decrease the F.C.B. from 
running into the water.  Several students worked with Ms. 
Weber to write a proposal that was then submitted to Earth 
Force in the “Caring For Our Watersheds” Contest.  These 
students attended the Earth Force Youth Summit on Wednesday, 
April 24, at George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. At the 
Summit, students presented their Civic Action Project to judges 
and participated in many environmentally friendly activities.  
Schooners were awarded a total of $2,000.00 for their 
participation in this project!  This money will be applied 
towards next year’s S.E.R.C. trip in the fall. YAY SCIENCE! 

6th Grade News continued on page 9

(Above) 6th graders receive a $2,000 award for their “Caring 
for Our Watersheds” project. (Below) 6th grader Hannah F.  
demonstrates her group’s geese deterrent proposal at “Caring 
for our Watersheds” event. (Courtesy of A. Juengst)
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(Above left) Nicely (Soha Kallel) leads the “guys”(above 
right)  in a rousing rendition of “Sit Down, You’re Rockin’ 
the Boat.”

Anna Nowalk (right), in the role of Adelaide, performs  
“Bushel and a Peck” with the Hot Box Farmerettes.

(Above) Sarah (Samantha Rios) does 
her best to encourage the  misbehaving 
“guys” to “follow the fold.” 

Director Dawn Hunter (above left) and musical director 
Rai Faison (right). 

(Left) Some of the 
“Dolls” show off  
their 1950s finery.

Congratulations to the cast 
and crew of “Guys and Dolls, 
Jr.” who put on fantastic 
performances on April 18 and 19.  
The cast was made up of students 
in the 6th grade ShowTime class 
with a guest performance of 
the 6th grade dance class. Some 
of the sets were designed and 
created by theater arts students, 
and  most of the crew were 7th 
and 8th graders.  
The production was directed 
by theater arts teacher Dawn 
Hunter; Rai Faison was musical 
director.  Dance teacher Dachia 
Williams was choreographer, and 
art teacher Jeff Wilson assisted 
with sets.

(Photos courtesy of Shauna Dyer and Barbara Naland)

(Above) Adelaide (Anna Nowalk) sings a 
lament about her wayward beau. (Right) 
Sky Masterson (Jack Holt) accepts a bet to 
make the next “doll” he meets fall in love 
with him.



8

May 2013 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 12, No. 7

American Studies
In May, all 7th graders are preparing for the SOL American 
Studies test, which will encompass all topics learned this school 
year in our history classes. Students are also engaging in a 
simulated economy in both Mr. Paparella’s and Mrs. Stephens’s 
classes. Students are applying for jobs and earning income, 
which they like. They will also be paying rent and taxes, which 
they don’t like. This simulation ends in a culminating activity 
called Market Day where students buy and sell to each other, 
using the currency they have earned in the simulated economy. 
You will receive more details about Market Day in the near 

future. 
Economics is not the only subject 
in which we use simulations to 
promote understanding, however. 
We use them in our history 
lessons, as well. Mr. Paparella’s 
class will participate in a 
simulation for their study of the 
Cold War. Groups of 4-6 students 
become a presidential cabinet and 

elect one of their own to serve as the president. Together they 
advise the president who makes decisions for the group. The 
groups craft goals and policies for running their country, and 
then will face 10 real Cold War situations, including spying, 
the threat of communism, wars and the space race. If a cabinet 
group and its president do well, they can get reelected. If they 
do poorly, they could face the results of nuclear war! Keep your 
fingers crossed!
Among our simulations, we also inject “the genuine article.” 
Last month, we invited back a member of the Japanese 
American Veterans’ Association to share his World War II 
experiences with our 7th graders. Mr. Shima was a member of 
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team (a segregated Japanese 
American unit) and shared with us how the 442nd contributed to 
the Allied victory of World War II. This was a rare opportunity 
for our students whose appreciation for it will increase with 
time and maturity. For now, though, the students thought it was 
“cool” to meet people who actually lived through the events 
they were learning in class.
English
After reading and analyzing “After Twenty Years,” a short 

story by O. Henry, all students 
participated in a Socratic Seminar 
in each team’s English classes 
in April. This type of discussion 
is led by students rather than 
directed by teachers. In seminar, 
students discussed open-ended 
questions within small groups 
and used details from the story to 
support their responses. We had 
some very lively discussions with 

students taking responsibility for deepening their understandings 
of O. Henry’s story. Now, Flier students are studying suspense 

7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

and plot in “Three Skeleton Key” by George G. Toudouze 
while also writing their own stories full of suspenseful twists 
and turns in their plots. Explorer students are reading a variety 
of novels that demonstrate a link to American history, and 
they are participating in small, student-directed discussion 
groups. Concurrently, they are learning skills that transform 
argument into the art of persuasion. Students also are looking 
ahead to the fourth week of May and the SOL Reading test.  
Stay tuned for more details about this exam.   
Math
As the year winds down and we get closer to SOLs, math is 
working on scientific notation and reviewing for the SOLs  
We also are preparing for the end-of-year tests and getting 
ready to place students in math classes for next year.
Life Science
Seventh- grade students have been studying plants and have 
moved on to Classification (King Phillip Came Over For 
Good Spaghetti-from the cheesiest video ever).  The Fliers 
had the opportunity to work with Mr. Haile’s student teacher, 
Ms. Goodman, who was in his classes for 12 weeks.  Students 
will begin to study Ecology and move on to Genetics which 
will be interspersed with SOL testing.
End-of-the-Year Activity
The seventh-grade staff is continuing preparations to take 
students to Cameron Run Wave Park in Alexandria on June 
18.  
The cost of this trip, including transportation and park passes, 
is $28.00 per student. We must collect at least $10.00 from 
each student by May 3 in order to reserve the busses. Please 
send this money with your student soon! Please contact your 
student’s Excel teacher with questions about this trip.

(Above) Ms. Dorman’s science classes observed Earth Day on 
April 22 by presenting a reader’s theater play about how the 
United States first celebrated this occasion.  Students revived 
the old tradition of standing on chairs as they practiced their 
scripts. (Courtesy of Lindsay Perkins)
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8th Grade News
Stars and Comets

Math 8 students are studying how to use percents in their 
world.  Ask your math 8 student to help you calculate tax or tip 
when you’re out to dinner.  If they want to buy something on 
sale, challenge them to find the new price before it is rung up at 
the register.  We’ll be finishing off finding percent increase and 
decrease.

The regular and Intensified Algebra students have been or 
will be focusing on quadratic equations this fourth quarter.  We 
have compared and contrasted linear and quadratic equations 
regarding when they are used in real life and how they are 

graphed.  Students will become 
familiar with the vertical motion 
model and its relevance to real life 
situations as the year winds down.  
Students will also learn how to 
calculate and interpret standard 
deviation and z-scores of a given 
set of data depicting real-world 
contexts.  The Algebra End of 
Course SOL will be given in May 

and a final exam will be given in June.

In Science students are leaning about Energy and Work.  They 
are experimenting with simple machines and observing how 
the Law of Conservation of Energy applies to the world around 
them.  Next we will be learning about Heat and Thermal 
Energy.

Geography students have been working on Russia and the 
Former Soviet Union, North America, and Africa.  Students 
continue to explore economic development, cultural patterns, 
conflict, and the physical geography of each world region.  
With only a few more units to go, students will turn their 
attention to reviewing for the World Geography SOL.  Please 
help ensure that your student’s notebook stays up to date with 
all the required assignments.  

8th Grade English students are continuing to prepare for 
the end of the year and Reading SOL’s.  Comets and Stars 
are working on media literacy projects where they create an 
advertisement using 2 or more propaganda techniques, and will 
be required to present it in front of an audience as part of their 

oral presentation standard.  Stars are 
also working on oral presentations, 
creating “How-To” demonstrations in 
which they teach a skill, talent, trick, 
or move to their classmates.

We are resuming literary studies 
with an emphasis on biography, 
including those of Harriet Jacobs, Rosa 
Parks, the Little Rock 9, Muhammad 
Ali, Malcolm X, John Krakauer, Anne 

Frank, Walter Dean Myers, Edgar Allan Poe, and Adeline Yen 
Mah.   

Brendan Blackburn, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars
Schooner English Classes
O my luve’s like a red, red rose, 
That’s newly sprung in June 
 --Robert Burns
 from A Red, Red Rose
Students are identifying and analyzing figurative language 
found in poetry and prose in addition to writing their own 
poetic similes and metaphors.  During the month of May, we 
will continue our poetry and grammar units as well as read the 
Newberry Honor book, Pictures of Hollis Woods by Patricia 
Reilly Giff, reviewing the elements of fiction and examining 
Giff’s use of figurative language.  

  Giraffe
 By Paula, a 6th grade Schooner
As creamy white as an afternoon sun
Like a tall skyscraper peering over the clouds
As simple and unique as a white daisy 
     in a field filled with purple flowers
Patched like a pair of ripped jeans
Like a graceful leaf floating through the cold fall air
     catching a slight, bright dapple of light
Beautiful as a fallen feather from a bird’s wing
As slender as a young tree flourishing in the pouring rain
Awkward but graceful like an old sea turtle 
     returning to the water after a long sunny nap

6th Grade News continued from page 6

6th grade students posed in tableaux about how the U.S. 
acquired the territories west of the Mississippi River. They 
created three-sentence summaries of material they read, and 
each sentence became a tableau. (Courtesy of L. Zander)
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BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Please continue to save the box tops over the summer. If 
your son or daughter is moving on to high school, Kenmore 

would greatly appreciate your saving 
the box tops and bringing them by when 
you visit.  There is a collection box in 
the main office or you can put them in 
Helen Parkhurst’s teacher box.  Some of 
the more popular items that have the box 
top logo include Betty Crocker products, 
General Mills, Kleenex and Zip Lock to 
name a few.  If you would like a complete 

list of qualifying products please visit the website:   www.
boxtops4education.com
Thanks again so much for your continued support throughout 
the year!

Kenmore’s KidWind Team Wins 2nd 
Place at 2013 KidWind Challenge

Congratulations to tech ed teacher Cassidy Nolen  and 
Kenmore’s KidWind team on their 2nd place win at this year’s 
KidWind Challenge in Harrisonburg, VA on March 16.

WUSA 9 produced a segment on Mr. Nolen and his tech ed 
students. To view the segment, go to the Kenmore website 
homepage at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/, or to http://www.
wusa9.com/news/article/251633/158/Cool-Schools-Students-
Design-Inventions-In-3D..

The Kenmore Cougar newsletter for the 2012-2013 
school year is being delivered electronically by e-mail/
website. A limited number of printed copies are available 
upon request in the Kenmore office. You may also contact 
Barbara Naland at nalandfamily@yahoo.com to request a 
printed copy.

Todos los boletines informativos de Kenmore Puma 
(Cougar) para el año escolar 2012-2013 serán enviados 
por correo electrónico; se imprimirán  un número lim-
itado de boletines los mismos que estarán disponibles en 
la oficina principal de Kenmore. También puede comuni-
carse con Barbara Naland en nalandfamily@yahoo.com 
para solicitar una copia impresa.
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