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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

Technology Is Fun, The Arts Are 
Academic
“Life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.” 
Imagine a variety of interpretations of that 
well known Langston Hughes poem with 
students depicting the challenges of their 
existence in their own voices. Envision 

geography vocabulary to the tune of your favorite song. 
Visualize tessellations unfolding as children learn symmetry and 
asymmetry. A nonverbal autistic student pushed a prompt on his 
iPad and the audio response, hello, my name is… was given. 
All students are comfortable with boards that are smart and take 
for granted word processing, making power point presentations, 
conducting searches, finding, cutting, pasting and copying 
images and text.  Uploads and downloads are an everyday 
occurrence mobile devices are the norm.  
Kenmore is Arlington’s Arts and Communications Technology 
focus school. Our teachers plan lessons to integrate the arts and 
technology into all reading, English, math, science, social studies 
and elective classes. We also have a strong program of arts and 
technology classes. We know that these approaches connect what 
we are teaching to students’ natural inclinations. Our students are 
often called digital natives. They were born into an era of mobile 
devices and they find interacting with information electronically 
natural and exciting. It is fun and necessary.
Last month I wrote about increasing the number of students on 
the A/ AB honor roll.  This month the focus is on the means to 
the end. I don’t know of any one approach that works for all 
people all of the time. In “Third Space”, author Richard Deasy 
coined the phrase the arts are academic. His research showed 
that cognition increases through the use of the arts.  Today, 
through the use of technology we can access information at 
an unbelievable pace. There is no question that technology 
enhances learning. Integrating the arts and technology are tools 
that Kenmore teachers use to engage students. We expect our 

La tecnología es diversión, las artes son 
Académicas
“La vida para mí no ha sido una escalera de cristal.” Imagine 
una variedad de interpretaciones de éste famoso poema de 
Langston Hughes en las voces de estudiantes demostrando 
los diferentes desafíos de la vida. Imaginando la melodía de 
su canción favorita a traves de un vocabulario de geografía. 
Visualicé mosaicos que se desarrollan cuando los niños 
aprenden simetría y asimetría. Un estudiante autista que no 
habla presionó un mensaje en su iPad y la respuesta que pudo 
escuchar fue hola, mi nombre es ..... Todos los estudiantes 
se sienten cómodos con el uso de la tecnología avanzada e 
inteligente, haciendo uso del procesamiento de textos, haciendo 
presentaciones en power point, pueden realizar búsquedas, 
buscar, cortar, pegar y copiar imágenes y textos. Las cargas y 
descargas son una actividad diaria en los dispositivos móviles.
Kenmore es una escuela enfocada en Artes y Tecnología de las 
Comunicaciones. Nuestros maestros planean lecciones para 
integrar las artes y la tecnología en toda las asignaturas como 
Lectura, Inglés, Matemáticas, Ciencias, Estudios Sociales y las 
clases electivas. También tenemos un programa avanzado de 
artes y clases de tecnología. Sabemos que éstos enfoques están 
conectados a lo que estamos enseñando a nuestros estudiantes. 
Nuestros alumnos nacieron en la era de los dispositivos 
móviles y se encuentran interactuando con la información 
electrónicamente natural y emocionante. Es divertido y 
necesario. Por eso les podríamos llamar nativos digitales
El mes pasado escribí sobre el aumento del número de 
estudiantes en el cuadro de honor A / AB. Este mes, el enfoque 
está en encontrar el medio para alcanzar un final. Yo no sé de 
ningún método que funcione para todas las personas todo el 
tiempo. En el libro titulado “tercer espacio”, el escritor Richard 
Deasy utiliza la expresión de las artes son académicas. Su 
investigación mostró que el conocimiento aumenta a través del 
uso de las artes. Hoy en día, a través del uso de tecnología se 
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Upcoming Events - March 2013
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web 
site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news 
e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week 
containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

Fri 3/1 3:00-10:00 pm District Band Assessment
Mon 3/4 12:50-2:24 pm Ritz Carlton Workshop - Rm 213

Tues 3/5 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ WL
Wed 3/6 All day SOL Writing (Paper Test)

All day Outdoor Lab (Globetrotters)
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Thurs 3/7 12:00-3:30 CETA Site Visit
3:45-4:00 pm Swim Meet vs. Swanson @ WL

Fri 3/8 All day Parent/Teacher Conferences

3:00-10:00 pm District Orchestra Assessment @ Kenmore
Sat 3/9 All day District Orchestra Assessment @ Kenmore

Tues 3/12 All day SOL Writing Test (on-line)
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ WL

7:00-9:00 pm Kenmore PTA Meeting - Kenmore Library
Wed 3/13 All day SOL Wrting Test (on-line)

3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Thurs 3/14 9:30-2:00 pm Clippers to Mt. Vernon
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Fri 3/15 8:20-9:20 am National Latin Exam - Kenmore Library
9:30-2:00 pm Schooners to Mt. Vernon

3:45-5:00 pm Swim Meet vs. Jefferson @ Wakefield

Sat 3/16 10:00-12:00 Hispanic Parent Meeting - Kenmore

Mon 3/18 2:30-4:15 pm Talent Show Rehearsal
Tues 3/19 2:30-4:15 pm Talent Show Rehearsal

3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ WL

Wed 3/20 2:30-4:15 pm Talent Show
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield
7:00 pm Talent Show

Thurs 3/21 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Fri 3/22 All day Wellness Day

All day End of 3rd Quarter

March 23-March 30 SPRING BREAK

Mon 4/1 All day Grade Preparation Day (No School for Students)
Tues 4/2 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ WL

Wed 4/3 3;00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Thurs 4/4 12:50-2:24 pm Ritz Carlton Workshop - Rm 213
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice @ Wakefield

Fri 4/5 6:30-9:00 Silent Auction - Kenmore Middle School
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Kenmore PTA News

Ellen Fitzpatrick, Auction Chair
Dear Parents,
Mark your calendars - the Kenmore Silent Auction is in only 4 
weeks away!
The Field of Dreams Silent Auction will be held Friday, 
April 5, 2013, 6:30 - 9:00 p.m.
There will be over 100 items ranging from restaurant and gift 
certificates, sporting events, weekend getaways and much more!  
This year we will also have a raffle every half hour starting at 
7:00 p.m.  
We are hoping everyone will participate this year.  We would 
love to see everyone at the auction but if you are not able to 
attend consider giving.

Giving:
This year our auction theme is 
Field of Dreams.  Kenmore 
is a field of dreams where 
each student’s dreams are 
fostered and nurtured.  To 
help make student dreams 
reality, consider a tax 
deductible donation. Simply 
write a check made out to 
Kenmore PTA and send it 
in to school with your child 
to the office or to their excel 
teacher. We’ve made it easy 

by creating several different sponsor levels suitable for all 
budgets.  They are as follows:
White Level: $1 - $49
Green Level:$50 - $99
Gold Level:$100 - $149
Dream Maker’s Circle:  $150 and up
Donations:  
You can donate a tax-deductible product or service from your 
business or personal talents to be auctioned off.  Please fill 
out a donor sheet found on the Kenmore Middle School home 
page and turn it in to the office with your donation.  If your 
donation is too large, please contact Ellen Fitzpatrick and she 
will arrange a pick up.  Also, if you know someone appropriate 
for autographing an item (e.g. book author, pro athlete, celebrity, 
etc.), we will procure the item (jersey,baseball, book, etc.) so 
long as you can arrange for it to be signed.  
Whether you make a direct donation or offer a product or 
service for auction, you will be spotlighted in our “Thanks to 
our Sponsors” section of the auction catalog. It should also 
be noted that 100% of all funds raised go directly to school 
programs and activities that benefit the students.    
Volunteers:
There is one more thing you can give that is also very important:  

Mark Your Calendars! 
Field of Dreams Silent Auction

April 5 - 6:30-9:00 p.m.

your time.  To succeed, we need volunteers to help in the 
lead up and on site at the event.  Even if you are only able 
to offer a few hours’ time, it is needed and will be greatly 
appreciated (and that too will be listed in the “Thanks to our 
Sponsors” section of the auction catalog).  Please contact Ellen 
Fitzpatrick,Auction Chair,  ecbfitz@gmail.com,  if you are 
able to help in any way. 
On behalf of the students and teachers at Kenmore, thank you 
for your active support and see you at our Field of Dreams 
Auction, on Friday, April 5, 6:30 – 9:00 pm!

Seeking Kenmore Cougar Editor for 
2013/2014 School Year 

Barbara Naland, the current Cougar editor, is “graduating” at 
the end of the year, so we’re looking for a new editor to take 
over for the 2013/2014 school year. You will need some type 
of publishing software such as Adobe Indesign. If you have 
no experience with layout, Barbara can help you set up the 
first issue. Contact Barbara at nalandfamily@yahoo.com.

From the President

Dear Parents,
Spring is around the corner and so is our 
annual Silent Auction.  Please come and enjoy 
the evening on Friday, April 5. We still need 
volunteers to help out, so please contact Ellen 
Fitzpatrick at ecbfitz@gmail.com for more 
details.
I would like to encourage you all to attend our 
next PTA Meeting on Tuesday, March 12 at 

7:00 in the library.  We will discuss the Silent Auction, hear from 
our school administrators, and talk about other topics of interest.  
 I would like to thank incoming 6th grade parent Cathy 
Constantine for stepping up and volunteering to be our PTA 
Treasurer next year.  This is a wonderful sign that the incoming 
6th grade parents are eager to be actively involved in the PTA.  
We are still in need of other officers and committee chairs, so 
there are many opportunities.
I hope you all have a wonderful Spring Break.
Sincerely,
Bill Donovan
PTA President (kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com)

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Please continue to save the box tops for 
education. Some of the more popular 
items that have the box top logo include 
Betty Crocker products, General 
Mills, Kleenex and Zip Loc to name a 
few.   If you would like a complete list 
of qualifying products please visit the 
web cite     www.boxtops4education.
com.  Thanks to all of you who are 

neatly cutting the box tops.  It certainly does save me a lot of 
time when bundling.  Thanks again for saving the box tops.  
February 28 was the most recent submission date.
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(Left to right) Isabella N., Malate A., John Y., Sande D., Yamilet G., Jennyfer M., 
and Vivian L. posing with their share of the assembly line’s production.

Kenmore students got a small taste of what many past and current workers have endured, with an Envelope Sweatshop Simulation.
that took place January 9 through 14.  The simulation, wich was funded by a PTA Grant, was attended by our class periods 1-4, which 
totaled approximately 80 students.  We felt that this sweatshop was extremely successful due to the simplicity of the steps involved in 
making the envelopes (as compared to haversacks as we have done in the past).  The simplicity of student tasks on the assembly line 
made students more accurate and quick with their work—just as it would in a real-life assembly line.  We made over 300 envelopes in 
only 210 total minutes of assembly line operation over the course of 3 school days; the 1st day was all spent on introduction and the 
other days were shortened by school assemblies and our end of simulation rewards celebration.

We would like to thank the PTA for their generous grant and faith in our ongoing sweatshop simulation.  

Landy R. (left) and Dr. Spencer Chapman 
(right) work on cutting out greeting card 
envelope blanks

Right:Andrew V. and Kenny S. 
trace and cut envelope blanks.

Above: Students working the four envelope assembly lines, running 
from the back of the room to the front.

KMS Students Stage Sweatshop Simulation
Andrew Paparella &  Beverly Coyle, Kenmore Teachers



5

March 2013 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 12, No. 5

Above: Suraiya A. and 
Manuel R. trace the 
envelope pattern onto the 
wallpaper sheets.

Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

One goal of the Kenmore’s Arts and Communications 
Technology Focus program is to integrate the arts into the 
curriculum wherever there are natural connections between an 
art form and the content area.  Arts Integration is an approach 
to teaching in which students construct and demonstrate 
understanding through an art form.  Students engage in a 
creative process which connects an art form and another subject 
area and meets evolving objectives in both.  Professional 
development for teachers on integrating the arts is an important 
strategy for meeting this goal.  As one of the Kennedy 
Center’s Changing Education through the Arts (CETA) 
schools, Kenmore has access to some wonderful professional 
development.
Twelve of our teachers participated in a 4-part course called 
“Singing the Words:  Lyric Writing in the Classroom” this 
year.  The course, led by Stuart Stotts, taught teachers how 
to integrate lyric writing into their classroom instruction.  A 
number of teachers have done lessons using this strategy 
including Ms. Stephens, Ms. Tanigawa, Ms. Jordan and 
Mr. Blackburn.  Recordings of the student work can be found 
on our website under the “teams” tab, Explorers, Comets and 
Stars.  Three teachers, Mr. Paparella, Ms. Butterfield and Ms. 
Stephens are working with Sean Layne, CETA Arts Coach, to 
develop and implement lessons that integrate the drama strategy 
tableau into the content.  A tableau is a stationary depiction 
of a scene presented by students.  Students use their bodies to 
show a scene from a book, a moment in history, an emotion, or 
a definition.  When students are learning to create tableaus they 
are encouraged to include energy, multiple levels, expression 
and concentration in their performances.  
To learn more about these strategies and to see them in action, 
we invite you to come to FocusFest 2013 on June 7 from 
6:00-8:00 p.m. where teachers will be leading a number of 
demonstration lessons.

Guys and 
Dolls, Jr.
Coming to  
Kenmore 
Theater 

 
April 18 & 19

Diana M. crafting and 
cutting out ornamental 
seals.  One round seal is 
hand-decorated, cut out, 
and inserted into each 
completed envelope.

Envelope Sweatshop Simulation
continued from page 4

Above: Sarah T. (left) creases 
the letter envelope blank as 
Mrs. Coyle assists Daniel R.

Above: Finished, 
hand-made letter 
envelopes made from 
discarded wallpaper 
sample books.
(Photos courtesy of 
Andrew Paparella &  
Beverly Coyle)

Honors Celebration
Above: Honor roll students are in good spirits during 
the February 7 Honors Breakfast that celebrated their 
achievement.(Photo courtesy of Dennis Price, 
Imagin38@aol.com)
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Globetrotter News
Elena Butterfield HILT

From our counselor, Ms. Rubio:  Save the date! We would like 
to invite all parents to our Multicultural Conference on March 
16 at 8:00 AM. This conference is for all parents. We will have 
workshops and activities which are interesting and important for 
the academic success of your children. Join us for a celebration 
of our cultures, great workshops, and excellent food. Lunch and 
child care will be provided.
Ms. Sossa-Schwartz:  Eighth-grade HX  English and Reading 
students continue to develop higher order thinking skills by 
making connections and inferences, asking questions, analyzing, 
synthesizing and evaluating fiction and non-fiction texts. 
Students are also expanding their vocabulary by making flip 
books with root words and making comparisons using analogies. 
Ms. Butterfield:  HILT A/B students have been reading 
about Kate Shelley, a 15-year old heroine who, in 1881, saved 
200 people traveling on a train headed for a broken bridge 
during a heavy storm. The students drew comparisons with 
other heroines, such as Ruby Bridges and Rosa Parks, who 
encountered conflicts in their lives, albeit with Society rather 
than with Nature’s elements. In addition, the students have been 
practicing writing poems, such as this one about “Clouds”:
Clouds fill the sky.
Look at the different shapes in the sky!
On Saturday, the clouds covered the sky.
Under the clouds, the rain is falling softly.
Day and night, we always have clouds.
Some days there are too many clouds in the sky.
Andres Rojas (grade 7, Colombia)
In HILTexA/B, the students have been reading independently 
from their Bridges to Literatures, at home, in order to improve 
their reading comprehension and to advance to Regular English 
8 next year. They have also continued in their Read About 
program, twice a week; there, the students practice distinct 
Reading skills on the computer. In addition they have been 
writing poems in honor of Black History Month. Ms. Ousley, 
our head librarian, read them a story about Ghandi’s life, his 
great achievements, and his influence on Dr. King’s philosophy 
of change through peaceful protest. 
Martin Luther King
Peace is like a dove.
Peace looks like giving love to people.
It sounds calm, and it can be awesome, but
Peace is always hard to get because not everyone likes it.
Abreham Haile (grade 7, Ethiopia)
In Science, HILT A/B students have been learning about 
Newton’s three laws of motion. They have performed an 
experiment to demonstrate the force of inertia; mass and 
acceleration; and action and reaction as they rolled a glass and 
a steel ball down a ramp. They will complete a project based 
on this lab; and they will study simple and compound machines 
next.
Ms. Herrera:  In HILT B English class, the students finished 
reading the novels Smile and a biography of Harriet Tubman, 
paying close attention to literary elements. In HILTex, the 
students are reading Langston Hughes poems, to celebrate 
African-American heritage month. In the process, they are 

learning about figurative language, and are writing their own 
poems, such the following:
My Advice to You, Daughter
Be a generous person,
and God will reward you
with love and hope.
You have better opportunities than I did;
take them as an advantage in your life. 
Focus on your future,
like a hawk on its prey.
Don’t wander off on the wrong path,
Or you’ll regret it for the rest of your life!
Finally, don’t give in to peer-pressure!
Blanca Zelaya (grade 7)
In HILT A/B Social Studies, students are learning about the 
Thirteen Colonies; and they are going to make a map showing 
the 13 original colonies.
Ms. Loriz: HILT A students have been very busy learning about 
Ecosystems and habitats in Science.  In Social Studies they have 
learned about European Exploration in the Americas.  They 
researched a European explorer and presented their information 
to the class.  Now they will move on to the Colonization of what 
will eventually become the United States of America.  But all 
has not been just hard work.  Students also had fun learning 
about the Chinese New Year, Mardi Gras and Valentine’s Day. 
Now, where is that leprechaun?
Ms. Rodrigues: In HILT Math, students are learning about 
integers, and acquainting themselves with integer vocabulary. 
Next, they will be adding, subtracting, multiplying and dividing 
integers.
Other events: 
*HILT A/B students will go to the Outdoor Lab on March 
6.They need to bring their own lunch, wear walking shoes, and 
dress appropriately for the weather.
*ACCESS testing will continue through the month of February 
and beginning of March.
*March 20, after school is the Talent Show. Students will 
showcase their singing and dancing talents. Entrance fee is $1.

Mr. Sean Layne from the Kennedy Ctr. doing tableau with 
HILT A/ B Science students. (Photo courtesy of Elena 
Butterfield)
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Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
Delaney Myers, 8th grader at Kenmore Middle School 
in Arlington, VA, was recently named the winner of the 
Intermediate Category of the Virginia Division of the 2013 
International Aviation Art Contest.  The top three entries in 
each age group (Junior, Intermediate and Senior) have been 
forwarded to Washington, D.C. to be judged in the national 
completion.   
Entries in each age group were judged this year by Bill Kluge, 
a professional aviation artist, illustrator and graphic designer 
for NASA; David Hahn, Dinwiddie Airport Manager with an 
art history background and select employees from the Virginia 
Department of Aviation. Winners received a certificate and 
recognition from the Commonwealth.  A first, second and third 
place will be selected from each age group at the national level. 
All national winners will receive certificates, ribbons and a 
framed reproduction of their artwork with the original being 
forwarded to Federation Aeronautique Internationl (FAI) for the 
international competition.
The theme for the competition this year was “My Favorite Air 
Sport”.  Delaney’s painting (below) features a young boy and 
girl watching aerobatics.

KMS Student Named Winner of 
Aviation Art Contest

Student Deed
Jesse Maldonado(Alejandro), 8 helped teacher carry materials
India Holt, Gr. 7 stood up for a peer
Yared Bereket, Gr. 6 held door open for staff member
Graham Weinschenk, Gr. 8 volunteered to distribute papers to 

peers to help them catch up
Mohammed Al-Jadry, Gr. 6 consistently picks up items in 

hallways to keep school clean
JinTian Acton, Gr. 8 - Stars cut and sorted over 200 Box Tops 

for Education
Bilguunzaya Battogtokh, 
Gr. 8 

cut and sorted over 200 Box Tops 
for Education

Mario Chacon Barrientos, 7 turned in an ipod he found

Brinli Lemus, Gr. 6 helped a new student
Rudy Morales Arias, Gr. 6 helped a new student
Surafael Admassu, Gr. 8 helped a teacher pick up a fallen 

post
Delaney Myers, Gr. 8  turned in wallet she found
Noel Quezada, Gr. 7 helped a community member

Anthony Aquice, Gr. 7 helped a community member

Paws of Honor - Eric Gagen, Counselor
The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize a 
student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to “catch” 
students doing an honorable act and give him/her recognition for it. 
This honorable deed could be anything from assisting a teacher, to 
turning in money found on the floor, to helping out another student in 
trouble. The student receives a certificate and a copy is also posted in 
the cafeteria. Parents/guardians are notified of their child’s award via 
mail. The following are students who have recently received the Paws 
of Honor this school year:

Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor 

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserving 
recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle School. 
Students are nominated based on various qualities such as their 
dedication to academic success, consistently putting forth their best 
effort, participation in school clubs/events, helpfulness to others, and 
demonstrating kindness and respect to peers and teachers. 
Students of the Month for February are:
• Clippers:   Nick Cavoli  Zander
•  Schooners:    Samuel Gerardi  Keish
• Explorers:   Alberto Philip Garcia Akpata
• Fliers:   Ian Do   Coyle
• Comets:   Shawwal Tariq  Politzer
• Stars:   Casey Donovan  Williams
• Encore:    Katherine Blas  Fraker
• Globetrotters:  Daysi Vallejos   Loriz
•  

Principally Speaking  continued from page 1

students to meet the challenges that integrating the arts and 
using technology bring. We want them to challenge us to allow 
them to express their understanding of the Arlington Public 
Schools curriculum through the integration of the arts and 
technology. In this age of increased high stakes testing, the 
elimination of the arts and increased remediation it is essential 
that we focus on integrating the arts and technology to increase 
achievement.

Principalmente Hablando   viene de la página 1 

puede acceder a la información a un ritmo increíble. No hay 
duda de que la tecnología mejora el aprendizaje. La integración 
de las artes y la tecnología son herramientas que los profesores 
de Kenmore utilizan para involucrar a los estudiantes en todas 
las áreas. Esperamos que nuestros estudiantes aprendan a 
enfrentar los retos en la integración de las artes y el uso que 
la tecnología trae consigo. Queremos que los estudiantes nos 

desafíen y ésto a su vez permita una mejor comprensión del 
plan de estudios de las Escuelas Públicas de Arlington a través 
de la integración de las artes y la tecnología. En esta época de 
aumento de las pruebas sujetas a presión, es esencial que nos 
enfoquemos en la integración de las artes y la tecnología para 
aumentar el rendimiento de los estudiantes.



8

March 2013 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 12, No. 5

6th Grade News
Schooners and Clippers
Amy Juengst, Schooners
ENGLISH: In English, Schooners continue to research the 
policies and practices of F.C.B. in Four Mile Run as part of our 
Earth Force Project. Based on their preliminary research, each 
class has generated a long list of potential project ideas that 
affect the water quality of Four Mile Run. Students will then use 
criteria to narrow down their list and eventually select a final 
project goal. We are fortunate to have Kurt Moser from Earth 
Force in to field questions from students next week.
As we conclude Flush, students will use their compiled textual 
support of two of the novel’s themes to write a well-organized 
essay. As part of their analysis, students have been recording 

direct quotations from the story to support 
their selected themes, many of which have 
an environmental link. In order to keep the 
creative writing juices flowing, Schooner 
students are busy brainstorming their ideas 
for a water droplet narrative.  Use of personi-

fication and direct quotations will be taught during the water 
droplet project. Stay tuned for some entertaining water droplet 
stories.
A special congratulation goes out to two Schooner winners of 
Arlington County’s Words Outloud winners, Cece Collinson 
and Jenna Alcorn. 
READING: In reading class students have been practicing 
reading skills by reviewing different groups of Native 
Americans and have just finished a project to teach classmates 
about their assigned Native American group. This project 
includes making a visual as a team and then presenting their 
visual and additional information to the rest of the class.
MATH:  The math department is completing a circle graph 
project that the students are excited about. They are using their 
own surveys, turning the information into percentages and 
converting the data into a circle graph. We start algebra next 
week.
SOCIAL STUDIES: Social studies student are participating in 
a colonial people press conference to learn about the different 
kinds of people living in colonial times. 

The Thoughts of a 6th Grade Girl.
Jenna Alcorn, January 4th 2013
“Beep Beep.” Shut up alarm.
Where did I put those new jeans?
Urg! She stole my makeup again!
Shoes? Where are you?
Breakfast! Mmm...
“Bye, Mom. Love you.” Not.
RUN! I’M GONNA MISS THE BUS!
Eww! I got my new jacket dirty.
Hey, my friends on the bus!
OMG, no he didn’t!
Guy in front of me, hurry it up. I got places to be, people to see!
The 8th graders are scary tall! Geez!
YAY, more friends.
JUSTIN BIEBER TICKETS!? NUH-UH!!! Mini-panic attack! 
Why won’t this stupid locker open up?
Why do we have to carry so much stuff!?
Class is boring. 
Do-dee-da-da-do-da-dee. Pay attention, girl!
Yes, I’m outta there!
Locker... URG!
Chorus! MY COUNTRY TIS OF THE...
These gym uniforms are so ugly, eww!
A MILE!? These gym teachers are going bonkers!
Lunch... so many choices!
Who should I sit with? What should I get?
So...very...many...stairs! Help!
Oh locker... We meet again.
Work, talk, learn. BLAH BLAH BLAH!
Bored.
Yay! End of last period! 
SEEYA!!! A-BUH-BYE!
Ok... Last time today, locker.
UNTIL TOMORROW MY FRIENDS!
Bus... all boys... NO!!!
Finally, I’m out of that stink bomb!
I’m home, finally! My work has paid of!
NAP!
Zzzz...

Ha-ha! I think these are the thoughts of any sixth grade girl!

Dottie Lydon, Clippers 
“Team” is the operative word as the Clipper Crew finds 
connections among subjects.  Reading and Science are 
combining strengths in their investigations of the environment, 
particularly ways to help our local streams.   Having tested the 
waters and created models of watersheds, students will research 
ways to address local problems.  Earth Force encourages 
students to try their own solutions for a cleaner environment. 
In American Studies and English, patriots and loyalist weighed 
the advantages of a monarchy against blossoming principals of 
democratic government.   Students expressed their support for 
one side or the other in impressive debates and editorials.  Study 
of the American Revolution continues.  To provide a better 
understanding of the times, the whole team will visit George 
Washington’s home in Mount Vernon on Thursday, March 14th.

English dramatists are writing scripts based on myths, fairy 
tales, folktales, and fables.  The finished plays will be performed 
as puppet shows.
Mathematicians are finishing ratios and heading into data 
analysis with mean, mode, median.  Here are a few key memory 
tricks, with thanks to the cat and the fiddle.

Hey diddle diddle,
The Median’s the middle
You add then divide for the Mean
The Mode is the one that you see the most
And the Range is the difference between.

Conferences will be held all day on Friday, 
March 8, but many Clipper teachers have slots 
open after school on Thursday, March 7.  Parents 
should now have confirmation of their scheduled 
times.   If you have not planned a meeting, please 

contact your student’s EXCEL teacher to schedule an individual 
chat. 
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American Studies
In February, American Studies classrooms learned about the 
causes and consequences of WWI on the United States. Using 
wads of paper as “ammunition,” Mrs. Stephens’s students 
engaged in a simulation of trench warfare to determine whether 
or not this is an effective combat strategy. Students decided 
it was great for defense and horrible for offense. One student 
commented, “What’s the point? They see you coming as soon as 
you leave the trench!” Needless to say, they were not surprised 

to learn that, after three years of fighting, 
the death toll was high and the battle lines 
remained nearly unchanged. In Mr. Paparella’s 
class, students examined images of actual 
propaganda from WWI and also from the 
recent war in Iraq, to see how propaganda is 
used to change public opinion and influence 

people’s actions. Students then crafted their own propaganda in 
support of the American effort in WWI or the current “Overseas 
Contingency Operations” fighting terrorism.
English
All English classes have been focused on the poetry of Langston 
Hughes.  Students have been reading and analyzing many of 
Hughes’s poems while also gaining an awareness of the life 
(1902-1967) and times of this famous African-American poet.  
While interpreting the poetry, students also were learning about 
poetic device, and using those tools in the composition of their 

own poems.  All of our work in the months of 
January and February led to our annual coffee 
house – An Evening with Langston Hughes – in 
which students performed the poetry of Hughes 
and their original poems to an audience of their 
families.  The February 22 event turned out to be 

a great success, with students giving strong performances to a 
standing-room-only audience.  
Math
Math 7 and 8 students have finished their units on proportions. 
Flier students created scale models of tissue boxes, and Explorer 
students created blow-up images of cartoon characters.  Students 
also have been learning about percentages, and math 8 students 
in Ms. Koch’s class applied this new knowledge to the real 
world, calculating the cost of the edible part of a banana.  
Students are now working on a unit about solving quadrilaterals 
and transformations.  
Life Science
Currently, 7th graders are studying cells. They have used 
microscopes to observe cheek cells. They have learned the parts 
(organelles) of animal and plant cells, and they have completed 
cell projects (posters, cakes, cookies, pizza) with Mr. Haile and 
will complete cell projects with Ms. Dorman and Ms. Akpata 
soon. Next, students will study roots, shoots, and parts of a 
flower.
End-of-the-Year Activity
The seventh-grade staff is beginning preparations to take 
students to Cameron Run Wave Park in Alexandria, on June 18, 
2013.  

7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

The cost of this trip, including transportation and park passes, 
is $28.00 per student.  We see collecting money early as an 
opportunity to promote financial literacy and long-rang planning 
for our students. Excel teachers have set up accounts for 
students to allow them to begin bringing in money toward their 
goal of $28.00 now, and then continue adding to their accounts 
over time.
As the event nears, we will be asking for volunteers to 
chaperone and hope that you will let us know that you will join 
us. 

Cell cakes made by 7th grade students Jasmine Weiss (above) and 
Matias Cocuesta-Cantete (below), which show the Golgi bodies, 
endoplasmic reticulum, vacuoles and other scrumptious parts of 
cells. (Courtesy of Lindsay Perkins).

Kenmore Talent Show
Wednesday, March 20
2:30 pm and 7:00 pm
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8th Grade News
Stars and Comets

Science: This month the eighth graders are finishing up the 
chemistry component of physical science. Next, they will be 
exploring motion and how energy effects matter.  The science 
students will engage in activities that explore collisions and 
gravity while they participate in great hands on activities.
World geography students are currently studying Latin 
America and Eastern Asia. After completing the GeoJingles 
project where students created their own environmental songs, 
students have moved on to world regional study. 
The student-created GeoJingles can be found on the Kenmore 
website at www.apsva.us/Kenmore. Click on teams, then 
Comets or Stars. 
Math 8 students have begun an exciting study of measurement 

and geometry! Students have used their knowledge 
of perimeter and area to remodel kitchens, paint a 
basketball court, carpet a room, and paint a garage. 
We have now expanded our understanding of 
shapes to the third dimension, where students have 
been working on calculating volume and surface 

area. Include your student in any measurements for painting or 
remodeling you’re doing!
Geometry students have finished up studying quadrilaterals 
with their Quadrilateral Who Am I Limericks. We have just 
begun exploring circles. Ask your geometry student for the term 
to describe the circles on the Target logo!
Intensified Algebra: The Intensified Algebra students have been 
learning how to use the properties of exponents and scientific 
notation to solve exponential functions. They will soon be 
studying quadratic functions. Vertical motion models (equations) 
will be introduced so that students can determine how long it 
takes an object to reach the ground (depending on if it is thrown 
or dropped).  Suppose you are standing at the top of a 40 foot 
building and you decided to throw a rock into the pond below 
at 20 ft/sec.  How long will it take for the rock to hit the water? 
(about 1.07 seconds)
Algebra: The Algebra students are continuing to work with 
linear equations and inequalities. We will soon explore how 
to solve and graph systems of equations and inequalities.  
Hopefully, students will begin to realize that so many of life’s 
situations can be written as mathematical equations. If we learn 
how to solve these equations, we can eliminate “check and 
guess” as the primary way to solve mind boggling problems 
involving numbers.  
English: February and March are arguably the most intensive 
months for 8th grade productivity as the March 13 and 14 
Writing SOLs are upon us.  While one testing day is set aside 
to take an on-line multiple-choice Grammar and Editing exam, 
the other is devoted entirely to Essay Writing. This open-ended 
composition is based on a given writing prompt—typically, 
narrative, persuasive, or expository in nature—and it exacts 
very precise skills from our students. Among them: the ability 
to pre-write, organize, draft, revise, and edit the final copy 
with dexterity and panache.  Graders scrutinize the domains of 
expression, structure, elaboration, and standard English usage 
and mechanics.  

Brendan Blackburn, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars

To that end, we are asking all parents to assist us with 
test-taking on March 13 and 14 by ensuring that your child 
receives adequate sleep, a healthy, protein-packed breakfast, 
and a nutritious snack on those two important dates.  
Thank you, parents, for your support! 
Also a propos of great writing:  KMS 8th-graders were treated 

to an electrifying workshop hosted by former 
English teacher and acclaimed rap and rhythm 
performer, Eric Cork on February 15. This 
all-day venue had students rocking in the aisles 
with skills reinforcement to support animated 
writing tips.  Indeed, Mr. Cork’s Workshop 
could not have reinforced the 8th-grade 

curriculum in a more vibrant fashion. What a thrill for all of us!  
Meanwhile, we continue working on Debates and persuasive 
essays, including arts-integrated and performance-oriented 
works; with poetry as genre study and in original verse; with the 
discrete-point grammar study; and literature circles to keep the 
reading and writing cycle flowing. 

(Above) The Romance of Math: The algebra students were 
given a mini project in which they were to use at least 5 
algebra terms and create a Valentine Poem. Students were 
assessed on their originality and creativity as well as proper 
use of the algebra terms. They will be displayed in the 8th 
grade hall for a couple of weeks.  
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