
1

The Kenmore Cougar  
March 2012 Volume 11, No. 5

Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

Gaining Cultural Competence
Since pre-service week in August, the 
Kenmore faculty and staff have been engaged 
in intensive professional development 
designed to help us become more culturally 
competent. Cultural competence is defined as 
the attainment of attitude, skills, knowledge 

and behaviors that enable staff and students to develop positive 
relationships and work effectively in cross- cultural situations. 
This professional development is an outgrowth of an effort that 
began earnestly in the Arlington Public Schools in 2002. To 
guide our work we are led by a cadre of Arlington Public School 
personnel who have been trained in the art of facilitation. As a 
school we have committed to 15 hours of direct focus on cultural 
competence. Practically every faculty meeting and early release 
session this school year has been allocated for this work. The 
primary purpose of this work is eliminating the achievement gap.
As I interact with members of the faculty regarding this initiative 
I am met with a range of responses from “eye opening” to a 
cautious ambivalence and even fear that the time and effort spent 
may not result in substantive change.
Every faculty member has been provided with a copy of  Beverly 
Tatum’s “Why Are All the Black Children Sitting Together in 
the Cafeteria” and an over three-hundred-page, 3-inch notebook 
with an overview, goals, objectives, articles, and activities. We’ve 
tackled issues including defining race, understanding models of 
cultural competence, and most recently white privilege and its 
impact on culturally responsive teaching. 
The Arlington Schools have made considerable progress toward 

Adquiriendo Competencia Cultural
Desde las últimas semanas de agosto el personal docente de 
Kenmore ha participado en talleres profesionales intensivos 
y diseñados para ayudarnos a ser más  competentes 
culturalmente. La competencia cultural se define como el 
logro de actitudes, habilidades, conocimientos y conductas 
que permitan a profesores y estudiantes desarrollar relaciones 
positivas y también poder trabajar con eficacia en situaciones 
con diferencias culturales. Este desarrollo profesional es 
el resultado de un esfuerzo que comenzó con ahínco en las 
Escuelas Públicas de Arlington en el 2002. Para guiar y llevar 
a cabo éste trabajo contamos con un cuadro conformado de 
personal de las Escuelas Públicas de Arlington que han sido 
entrenados en el arte de la facilitación.
Como escuela nos hemos comprometido a  cumplir con 15 
horas de entrenamiento enfocándonos directamente en el 
tema de competencia cultural. Prácticamente cada reunión del 
personal docente en los días de salida temprana de la escuela y 
las últimas semanas de Agosto a principios  de éste año escolar  
han sido  asignados para éste trabajo. El propósito principal 
de este proyecto es la eliminación de la brecha existente para 
lograr éxito en los estudiantes.
A  través de las interacciones con el personal docente en 
relación con esta iniciativa me encuentro con una serie de 
resultados desde  sorprendentes respuestas por las cuales he 
podido  “abrir mis ojos”, hasta a una ambivalencia cautelosa e 
inclusive temor de que el tiempo y el esfuerzo no resulte en un 
cambio sustantivo o radical.
Cada miembro de la facultad ha recibido una copia del libro 
titulado ¿Por qué todos los niños negros se sientan juntos en 
la cafetería”  escrito por Beverly Tatum y una carpeta con más 
de  una 300 páginas, las mismas que contienen  una visión con 
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Upcoming Events
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publication of this 
newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web site at http://www.
apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news e-mail list (kenmore_pta@
yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week containing the most up-to-date 
Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

February
Thurs 3/1 9:30-1:00 National Museum of American Indian (Explorers)

2-5 pm County-wide Wrestling Match - at Gunston

3:15-4:30 Boys’ Basketball vs. Gunston - at Gunston
Fri 3/2 All day Middle School Conferences

District Band Competition
Mon 3/5 12:51 pm Ritz Carlton Project - Rm. 213
Tues 3/6 All day 8th Grade SOL Writing (Multiple Choice Test)

3:15-4:30 Boys’ Basketball vs. Williamsburg - at Williamsburg
Wed 3/7 All day 8th Grade SOL Writing Test

2:30-4:15 Play Writing Class - Rm. 251

2:30-4:15 Bowen McCauley Dance Rehearsal - Dance Studio

Thurs 3/8 All day 8th Grade SOL Writing Make-ups
3:15 pm Swim Meet vs. Swanson - at Washington-Lee

Fri 3/9 All day District Orchestra Competition
Tues 3/13 3:15 pm Boys’ BAsketball vs. Swanson - at Kenmore
Wed 3/14 All day Pi Day

12:51 pm Ritz Carlton Project - Rm. 213
2:30-4:15 Play Writing Class - Rm. 251
2:30-4:15 Bowen McCauley Dance Rehearsal - Dance Studio

Thurs 3/15 12:51 pm Ritz Carlton Project - Rm. 213
Fri 3/16 6:30-9:30  pm SILENT AUCTION - Kenmore Middle School
Mon 3/19 12:51 pm Ritz Carlton Project - Rm. 213
Tues 3/20 All day Knowledge Masters (6th Grade)

All day 8th Grade Writing SOL On-line Pilot
Wed 3/21 All day 8th Grade Writing SOL On-Line Pilot

All day Outdoor Lab
2:30-4:15 Play Writing Class - Rm. 251
2:30-4:15 Bowen McCauley Dance Rehearsal - Dance Studio

Thurs 3/22 3:15 pm Swim Meet vs. Williamsburg - at Yorktown
Club and Group Pictures

Tues 3/27 TAB (Grade Level Lunches)
7:00-9:00 pm Bowen McCauley Dance Performance - Annandale

United Methodist Church
Wed 3/28 12:51 pm Ritz Carlton Project - Rm. 213

2:30-4:15 Bowen McCauley Dance Rehearsal - Dance Studio
Thurs 3/29 3;15 pm Swim Meet vs. Jefferson - at Yorktown
Fri 3/30 All day 8th Grade Career Shadowing

March 31-April 8 SPRING BREAK
Mon 4/9 All day Grade Preparation Day (no school for students)
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PTA News

Kenmore Silent Auction on March 16
“Let’s Go Green!”

Our Silent Auction and Night of the Arts is Friday, March 16 at 
6:30-9:00 pm. “Let’s Go Green!” Hear and watch our orchestra, 
jazz band, chorus and dance students perform. There’s a free 
raffle just for Kenmore students beginning at 7:45 pm in the 
cafeteria.  Bring your neighbors and friends as there are a 
diverse assortment of donations for everyone. Please look for 
the silent auction catalog March 12 at www.apsva.us/kenmore.   

The Virginia Cooperative will have a table to answer your 
questions on gardening.  We are selling compost bins to turn 
your leaves into mulch.  We have donations from Merrifield 
Garden Center , Meadows Farms, and several landscaping 
companies.  Here are just a few of the great items that will be 
offered during the auction: 

Washington Redskins tickets, Washington Nationals baseball 
tickets, Washington Capitals hockey tickets, Washington 
Wizards, Washington Mystics, DC United tickets and more 
sporting items. 

In addition, there are hotel overnight stays at Key Bridge 
Marriott, Hilton Arlington Ballston, Westin Gateway, Crystal 
City Marriott, Henderson’s Wharf-Baltimore,Hampton 
Inn-Arlington, Marriott Westfields Washington Dulles, 
fabulous day trips, theater tickets, excursions to caverns, 
Williamsburg, museums, amusement parks, many wine 
tastings, tutoring sessions, teen summer camps, ballet, yoga, 
plus many other special events and activities. There are 50 
restaurant and grocery gift certificates. 

We’ve got baskets including Harry Potter DVDs, Twilight 
DVDs, chocolate, plus each of the teams will showcase their 
own special theme basket. 

There will be a used book sale in the cafeteria. So bring your 
books to donate, but buy some books too!  Used books cost only 
$1 per book so please come with your own cloth or plastic bags. 

It takes a village to fulfill a silent auction.  Many thanks to 
Heather Pederson for picking up items; Cathy Constantine, 
Cathy Forden, Ellen Fitzpatrick for making phone calls; 
Karen Landini and Donna Budway for organizing book 
and DVD sales (to be in cafeteria); Julie Hawley and Karen 
Landini for wicker baskets;  Jennifer Beckwith, Meilin Dioso, 
Karen White, Peter Constantine for their work; Michal 
Warshow and Joel Bluestein for the  catalog; Lee Dioso, Ann 
Wilson, Tina Worden, Diane Schwartz, and Karen Palmer  
for check-out; and to Ellen Dorsey, Janet Sater, Mary Tack, 
Beth Ebner, Donna Budway, Nicole Collinson and family, 
Wanda Yuz-Baez, Lee Dioso and family, and Kenmore staff 
for donations.  To my trusted silent auction assistant for the past 
three years, Dave Carlson, thank you for helping to do “clean 
up” for the last time.   

Carolyn Carlson, PTA President

ISO Parents to Continue New Kenmore Programs
During this school year, our PTA has launched a few initia-
tives. Our 8th grade class has helped to launch a “Best Buddies” 
program, tutoring for students during or after school, and a 
community service program to benefit the homeless through 
A-SPAN. 
Many of these achievements could not have been accomplished 
without the leadership and efforts of Donna Budway, an 8th 
grade parent who has been instrumental in launching Best 
Buddies and who actively facilitated the tutoring program. 
Donna is a former Arlington County APS Honored Citizen and 
has given so much of her time to make our schools, including 
Kenmore, a better place. 
Last year, I was fortunate to be named an Honored Citizen as 
well, and I worked with Milagros Martinez, check-in super-
visor, whose dream was to provide community service activities 
at Kenmore. Together Milagros and I made these efforts a 
reality, and our Kenmore students have made brown bag meals 
for the homeless every single month for the past year. In this 
school year, the students in Ms. Benjamin’s Act II computer 
class along with Ms. Yerovi’s and Ms. Herrera’s HILT class 
joined the community service baggings.
 I will always be proud of this program and what Kenmore 
students have done and are achieving.  I’m confident that this 
activity will allow our students to become better corporate 
citizens.
However, three years fly by quickly in middle school and as 
8th grade moms, Donna and I will soon be graduating from 
Kenmore.  We’re looking to pass the torch on these specific 
programs. So today, we are reaching out to sixth and seventh 
grade parents who would be interested in leading or being 
involved in  the efforts of either Best Buddies, or tutoring, or 
buying the groceries for the monthly community service effort.  
I hope you will consider stepping forward now and can express 
an interest in these programs. Please contact Donna at (703) 
403-7393 if you have questions or can be involved with Best 
Buddies or tutoring in the next school year. If you’d like to be 
involved in helping the baggings for A-SPAN, please contact me 
at (703) 358-9413. We don’t want to see these activities die on 
the vine - you can make them continue to happen.  
Believe me, our students will be grateful that you did step forward, 
and I can attest that you will see the smiles on their faces as they 
make a difference in the Kenmore community. Thank you.

HELP WANTED - JOIN US FOR A GREAT 
OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE KENMORE 2012-2013
Donna Budway, PTA Hospitality Chair 

Our after school tutoring program has launched and everyone 
is working very hard to help our 8th grade students after 
school on Mondays and Tuesdays in Ms. Freeman and Ms. 
Parkhurst’s classrooms. Together with volunteers from the 
community, Peer2Peer Tutors and Kenmore parents, we are 
able to offer this great service to our students.  Here is where 
you come in!   We are looking for a parent coordinator for 
next year. Please contact DonnaBudway@aol.com for more 
information or to volunteer. We promise you are going to 
LOVE these kids.  Come make a difference at our great 
school. 

Paying It Forward Carolyn Carlson, PTA President
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Community Service DayOdyssey of  the Mind
KMS Students to Compete in OOTM 
Problem-Solving Event on March 31 
Peter Constantine and Sophia Constantine

Kenmore’s first Odyssey of the Mind (OOTM) Team has 
been working hard for the past several months.  OOTM is 
an international educational program that provides creative 
problem-solving opportunities for students from kindergarten 
through college. Team members apply their creativity to solve 
problems that range from building mechanical devices to 
presenting their own interpretation of literary classics. They 
then bring their solutions to competition on the local, state, 
and world level.  The competition also includes spontaneous 
problem solving.
The Kenmore team consists of seven 7th graders:  Alex 
Brown, Sara Brown, Spencer Brown, Sophia Constantine, 

Casey Donovan, Kate 
Felsenheld, and Jeremiah 
Severn.  Their coaches are 
Peter Constantine and 
Barbara Englehart.  The 
team started working together 
in November 2011.  They 
reviewed the different 
problems and voted for 
the Ooh-Motional Vehicle 
problem.  To solve this 
problem they have to build 
a vehicle that at least two 
people can ride on, that shows 
different emotions, and has 

two propulsion systems and a special effect.  They also have 
to come up with a theme, including a plot and story line. 
The competition is scheduled for Saturday, March 31.  
Winners in each division advance to the state competition.  
We wish the OOTM team the best of luck as they head into 
the final month of preparation for the March 31 competition. 

On Community Service Day on February 23, Kenmore 
students had the opportunity to hear  guest speakers Sarah 
Morse of Arlington Street Peoples Network (ASPAN),  and 
Andres Tobar of Shirlington Education and Employment 
Center (SEEC). Mr. Tobar spoke about the great work the 
students are doing for their community and how important 
it is to be part of their community. He invited the students to 
do a field trip around Arlington to see where and how the less 
fortunate individuals live, and also to visit SEEC and learn 
what his organization’s daily schedule is like when people 
come to SEEC. The community service day was a collabo-
ration between Ms. Benjamin, ACT II, Business and Infor-
mation Technology Class and the Kenmore Check-In Program.

Above: Andres Tobar of SEEC spoke to the students about 
the value of community service and invited them to see his 
organization in action. Below: Sarah Morse speaks about 
A-SPAN and its work with homeless people. Left: Kenmore 
students prepare sandwiches for the homeless. (Photos 
courtesy of .Milagros Martinez)

Milagros Martinez, Check-In Supervisor
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taking pictures.  Then other 6th graders noticed a security 
guard with a gun of course.  They were asking the special 
agent what kind of gun it was, but we were more interested 
in the job. I asked him about the job, and he replied that you 
have to work 14 hours a day-- no break-- every day. Honestly, 
I can’t take care of a family with this job so I decided to 
continue my dream [of becoming] a French horn musician. I 
wanted to tell you about my experience and for those of you 
who are reading this.”  Douglas Aparicio, 6th Grade
Learning About Ladybugs
On February 15, the Check-In students were visited by former 
Kenmore student Juliene Pehale. Juliene, who is presently 
a junior at Yorktown High School, has developed a unique 
project for her Girl Scout Gold Award.  She teamed up with 
Professor John Losey of the Cornell University Entomology 
Department to develop educational materials and a DVD about 
the importance of documenting the presence of ladybugs. Her 
mission is to educate children about the nine-spot Ladybug, 
a native species that had not been found on the East Coast 
in more than a decade.  Juliene and her team, “The Ladybug 
League.” recently found a nine-spot ladybug in this area.

White House Visit
On February 10, the Kenmore Check-In students went on a tour 
of the East Wing of the White House. They were hoping to meet 
the first family, but President Obama was delivering a speech at 
the time. The students’ experience was great. The students were 
overwhelmed and amazed when they saw a picture of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. during their visit. They were curious about the 
security, protection, and the gear that law enforcement personnel 
use.  The students asked many questions. Overall this was a 
very educational trip where they learned a lot, got to see many 
of the rooms used for hosting international guests, and enjoyed 
themselves.
 Student Comments
 “My White House experience on Feb.10 was an exciting day 
for me. It was the day I got to go to the President’s home, The 
White House. I felt sort of intimidated by all the guards and 
dogs.  It has extreme security, cameras surrounding the place 
and many rooms. I saw many historic paintings. Although the 
tour was fun, I felt it ended faster than one minute. When the 
tour got done, we were all outside, standing, talking, many were 

Check-In News
Milagros Martinez, Check-In Supervisor

Above: Check-In students outside the 
White House on Feb. 10.
Right: Juliene Pehale speaks to 
students about the importance of 
documenting the presence of ladybugs, 
which have been disappearing on the 
East Coast. Above right: A nine-spot 
ladybug. (Photos courtesy of Milagros 
Martinez)
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Focus News

Learning With Tableau: One of the goals for Kenmore’s 
Arts and Communications Technology Focus program is 
to integrate the arts into the curriculum wherever there are 
natural connections between an art form and the content area.  
Arts Integration is an approach to teaching in which students 
construct and demonstrate understanding through an art form.  
Students engage in a creative process which connects an art 
form and another subject area and meets evolving objectives 
in both. One of the most popular arts integration strategies 
teachers use at Kenmore is tableau.  A tableau is a stationary 
depiction of a scene presented by students.  Students use their 
bodies to show a scene from a book, a moment in history, an 
emotion, or a definition.  When students are learning to create 
tableaus they are encouraged to include energy, multiple 
levels, expression and concentration in their performances.  
Recently, 7th grade Explorers students used tableau to 
express the meaning and emotions of the Langston Hughes 
poetry they were preparing for the Coffee House on February 
24.  Under the direction of Mr. Paparella, Flier students 
created tableaus that defined economic vocabulary words 
and Globetrotter students created tableaus based on the 
Explorers.  Learning content through tableaus encourages 
students to be more critical in their thinking and improves 
their cooperative learning skills. Thanks to Kenmore’s 
partnership with the Kennedy Center and the CETA program, 
Kenmore teachers have had access to many types of profes-
sional development that teaches teachers how to use tableau in 
the classroom including workshops, demonstration teaching 
and arts coaching.  Arts coach Sean Layne will be here in May 
to work with several teachers in improving their skills in using 
this strategy successfully in the classroom.
Recently the Kennedy Center launched the arts integration 
section of their ArtsEdge web site. This section provides 
lots of great information about what arts integration is, the 
CETA program and examples of arts integrated lessons.  We 
encourage you to take a look at this web site, http://artsedge.
kennedy-center.org/educators/how-to/series/arts-integration-
beta/arts-integration-beta.aspx
Over the next few months we will be building up our web 
site to include a link to the new Kennedy Center ArtsEdge 
section as well as specific examples of how the arts are being 
integrated into instruction at Kenmore.

Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
Poetry of Langston Hughes 

in Tableau

Right: Students show 
George Washington 
having his boots 
cleaned. This is one of 
the pictures in Hughes’s 
poem, “The Negro,” 
that show people 
working to survive. 

With TRAGEDY to the right, COMEDY to the left, and a 
BITTERSWEET FACE in the middle, this group demonstrates 
“The Jester” by Langston Hughes.

Above: A line from “The Kids in School with Me”by Hughes. 
“All For One” means we all work together and care about 
each other.

Below: Many plants spring forth from the earth in “The Time 
of Silver Rain.”.

(Photos courtesy of 
Shauna Dyer)
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6th Grade News

Reading: Students are finishing up their reading of “My Name 
is Brain/Brian” and “A Mango-Shaped Space” about students 
who are dealing with challenges in their life as they navigate 
through middle school.  We have also completed non-fiction 
reading of several Earthforce articles on watersheds, storm-
water, watershed management, Resource Protection Areas and 
Nonpoint Specific pollution. The information learned in my 
reading class will serve as valuable background information for 
their Earthforce projects.  We will be starting an environmental 
novel entitled “Flush” that deals with some of the issues we 
learned about in our Earthforce articles.  
Schooner English students completed their rough drafts 
chronicling the adventures or misadventures of a water 
molecule. Students will continue to work through the writing 
process, ultimately producing a descriptive narrative in final 
draft format. Two areas of focus for this writing project include 
the use of personification and direct quotations in character 
dialogue. Please check out Blackboard for more information.  In 
addition, Schooner students are writing, reading and analyzing 
poetry. Look for a student composed poetry anthology early next 
quarter.  
Social Studies: Schooner students just completed a perfor-

mance assessment task to show what 
they learned about the events leading up 
to the Revolutionary War. Each student 
took on the role of a print shop owner 
and wrote a 5 paragraph editorial on why 
neutrals should join either the loyalists or 
the patriots. They analyzed 5 documents 

and used their notebooks to get information needed to write a 
persuasive argument. The results have been fabulous! Students 
even express enjoyment in completing the project! Next, we will 
be delving into battle strategies and the advantages and disad-
vantages Americans had as they tried and succeeded in defeating 
the most powerful country in the world.
Schooner Math students will be working on how to interpret a 
circle graph. They will have to complete a circle graph project 
by doing a survey to gather their information and putting this 
information on a circle graph. Prior knowledge will be reviewed 
in this project by changing the data into ratios and percents. 
Math students are also working on mean, median, mode and 
range.

“Team” is the operative word as the Clipper Crew finds 
connections among subjects.  Reading and Science are 

combining strengths in their investigations 
of the environment,  particularly ways to 
help our local streams.  Having tested the 
waters and created models of watersheds, 
students will research ways to address 
local problems. Earth Force encourages 

students to try their solutions for obtaining cleaner water. 

In American Studies and English, patriots and loyalists weighed 
the advantages of a monarchy against blossoming principles of 
democratic government.  Students expressed their support for 
one side or the other in impressive debates and editorials. Study 
of the American Revolution continues. 

Poetry lovers will have a chance to enjoy an array of famous 
and off-beat poems in our current unit. Each student will share 
a favorite verse or two in class poetry slams and read-abouts.  
We’ll also try our hands at writing poems.

Mathematicians are finishing ratios and heading  into data 
analysis with mean, mode, median. Here are a few key memory 
tricks, with thanks to the cat and the fiddle.

“Hey, diddle, diddle,
The Median’s the middle
You add then divide for the Mean
The Mode is the one that you see the most
And the Range is the difference between!”
-www.skillsworkshop.org
 Conferences will be held all day on Friday, March 2, but many 
Clipper teachers have slots open after school on Thursday, 
March 1.  Please contact your student’s TA to schedule an 
individual chat. 

Schooners - Ms. Sheehy Clippers - Dottie Lydon

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Please continue to save the box tops for 
education. Some of the more popular items 
that have the box top logo include Betty 
Crocker products, General Mills, Kleenex 
and Zip Lock to name a few.  If you would 
like a complete list of qualifying products 

please visit the web cite     www.boxtops4education.com
Thanks to all of you who are neatly cutting the box tops. It 
certainly does save me a lot of time when bundling. Thanks 
again for saving the box tops.  

Check-In students pose in front of the US Capitol, 
which they visited on February 17. (Photo courtesy of 
Milagros Martinez.)
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7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

American Studies
Both Fliers and Explorers are embarking on a discovery of 
a volatile time period in American history aptly named the 
“Boom-to-Bust” period. Specifically, students will explore the 
Roaring ‘20s and the Great Depression. As we delve into the 
1920s, students will listen to music from such cultural icons 
as George Gershwin and Duke Ellington, view the artistry of 
Georgia O’Keefe and Jacob Lawrence, and read the words of 
Langston Hughes and John Steinbeck. Unfortunately, as we 
approach the 1930s, we will have to leave the frolicking gaiety 
of the ‘20s behind and take a sharp downward turn, following 

the course of the U.S. economy. Students 
will examine the impact of the Great 
Depression on American life and Franklin 
D. Roosevelt’s “alphabet-soup” approach 
to economic recovery. This time period 
saw a change in the role government 
played in Americans’ daily lives. As we 
proceed through this unit, invite your 

children to discuss with you what role the federal government, 
today, should play in our daily lives.
Math
Math 7 and intensified 7 students have been studying ratios, 

rates, and proportions!  Parents, ask your student to calculate the 
best unit price at the grocery store, or to help you halve a recipe.  
Excitement is around the corner! Stay tuned for Pi Day on 3-14, 
as there will be a call for pies on which our young mathemati-
cians will practice all-things Pi!
Life Science
With the excitement of the science fair behind us, we focused 
on “The Plant Kingdom,” learning the parts of a flower. 
Hundreds of daffodils filled the two science classrooms so that 

each student could experience flower 
dissection in class. Students observed 
the pollen grains and eggs found in the 
ovaries of the daffodils. Some students 
had to wear  surgical masks to protect 
them from the pollen so we really 
looked like a professional science 
laboratory!

Next, we will move into the classification of plants and animals 
to understand what living things have in common and what 
makes us different. Students will learn that the differences are 
what led scientists to establish classification categories for 
different plants and animals.
We congratulate our seventh grade scientists who earned invita-
tions to participate in the Northern Virginia Regional Science 
Fair which will take place on March 3. We wish good luck 
to them and to all of Kenmore’s participants in the Regional 
Science Fair!

An Evening with Langston 
Hughes & Seventh Grade Poets

Left: Erica, Nia and Odali perform Langston Hughes’s 
“Motto,” and (below) Naomi and Karla perform “Youth” at the 
Seventh Grade Coffee House on Feb. 24.  Students used instru-
ments and acting techniques to bring Langston Hughes’s poetry 
to life. (Photos courtesy of Ms. Fraker and Ms. Perkins)

7th Grade English
Feb. 24 “Coffee House” Showcases Poetry of Langston Hughes, Kenmore Students
Throughout January and February, Explorer and Flier students celebrated the life and work of Langston Hughes. We studied how 
Hughes used poetic device such as similes, metaphors, repetition, personification, and alliteration to create powerful imagery. 
Students wrote about the themes of Hughes’s poetry, and they wrote original poems inspired by his work. Finally, small groups of 
students each focused on one Hughes poem to develop a performance of it using musical instruments and acting techniques. All 
of this work culminated in final performances during classes on February 24. Many students also participated in the seventh-grade 
coffee house, “An Evening with Langston Hughes,” held Friday evening, February 24 in our Black Box Theater, transformed with 
dim lights and colorful coffee tables to bring us back to the 1920s.  Not only did our audience of families experience students’ 
creative performances of Hughes’s poetry, but they also heard the original poetry of Kenmore’s fabulous seventh-grade poets. Thank 
you to all families who shared the evening with us and who brought the sweet treats that made our evening delectably complete.         
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Jill Lyttle, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars
Geography
Third Quarter in World Geography is off to a great start. 
Students are continuing to travel virtually to every corner 
of the world, learning about diverse cultures, political and 
economic structures, as well as regional conflict and historical 

events. Some students have taken a look at Russia 
and the Former Soviet Union, learning about how 
the communist system failed, leading to multiple 
new states which were once collectively called 
“Soviets.”  Both Comets and Stars are beginning the 
study of the Middle East and North Africa. Current 

events abound in this unit and due time will be given to studying 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, comparing and contrasting of 
monotheistic faiths, and Iran’s nuclear ambitions.  Please remind 
your student to stay current with his or her binder or notebook.  
Science
Eighth graders are finishing chemistry in science by studying 
acids and bases.  They are getting ready for the regional science 
fair when the best projects will be showcased throughout the 
county. Soon the students will be studying forces and physics 
concepts.
English
English 8 has been busy on all fronts literary, oratorical, and, 
grammatical (—yes, we’re deep into good old-fashioned, 
back-to-basics grammar study).  As we prep for the Writing 
SOLs, please red-letter these dates: Tuesday, March 6th for the 
multiple choice Editing Exam and Wednesday, March 7th for 
the open-ended Essay-writing Exam. 
These are our students’ first SOLs of the season, and as such, 
we are grateful for your assistance at home. The tests are both 
pragmatic and sophisticated in both method and design. If you 
could, please ensure that your teenagers are getting adequate 
sleep, eating heartily at breakfast, and enjoying your kind 
support as they head out those days…Thank you, 8th grade 
Parents.  
Math 
“Love was in the air” or at least on the walls as the geometry, 
algebra and pre-algebra students created Math Valentine poems. 
The mathematical component was that the valentine must 
include at least five algebraic or geometric terms and the terms 
needed to make sense in the context of the poem. The students 
enjoyed this project. The Valentines are on display on the 8th 
grade hall. 

8th Grade News Math 8
The Math 8 students have been concentrating on geometry 
concepts. Students will be focusing on finding the surface area 
and volume of cylinders, cones, pyramids, and rectangular 
prisms. We will spend time exploring real life examples of 
these three-dimensional figures and real life applications 

involving surface area and volume. Why are 
certain products packaged a specific way?  
Students will calculate the volume and surface 
area of variously shaped packages and determine 
if they could design a more efficient package. 

Intensified Algebra
The Intensified Algebra students have been learning how 
to use the properties of exponents and scientific notation 
to solve exponential functions. They will soon be studying 
quadratic functions. Vertical motion models (equations) will 
be introduced so that students can determine how long it takes 
an object to reach the ground (depending on if it is thrown or 
dropped).  Suppose you are standing at the top of a 40 foot 
building and you decided to throw a rock into the pond below 
at 20 ft/sec.  How long will it take for the rock to hit the 
water? (about 1.07 seconds)
Algebra
The Algebra students are continuing to work with linear 
equations and inequalities. We will soon explore how to solve 
and graph systems of equations and inequalities.  Hopefully, 
students will begin to realize that so many of life’s situations 
can be written as mathematical equations. If we learn how to 
solve these equations, we can eliminate “check and guess” as 
the primary way to solve mind boggling problems involving 
numbers.  
Intensified Geometry 
Students are finishing up studying triangles. We are 
looking at the sine, cosine, and tangent ratios.  Our study of 
Trigonometry will be applied both to basic problems and real 
life situations.  Students have been working with laptops and 
art supplies in class to create, illustrate, and solve their very 
own Trigonometry Story Problem. Next we will be studying 
circles. Circles have many interesting properties which will 
be very new to many students.  In celebration of Valentine’s 
Day, students completed a Geometry Valentine where they 
used math vocabulary to write a Valentine poem.  This project 
definitely showed the students’ creativity and matematical 
knowledge.  

Math Valentine poems on display in the 8th grade hall: Stars (left) and Comets (right).
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Principally Speaking
continued from page 1

Students of  the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor (6th Grade)

metas, objetivos, artículos y actividades sobre éste proyecto.
Hemos abordado temas como la definición de la raza, la 
comprensión de los modelos sobre competencia cultural, y 
recientemente el privilegio de los  blancos y su impacto en la 
enseñanza culturalmente responsable.
Las escuelas de Arlington han hecho progresos considerables 
con el objetivo de eliminar la brecha para lograr el éxito en los 
estudiantes. Muchos de los éxitos del distrito escolar se reflejan 
en el libro recientemente publicado “Ganandole a la brecha”, 
(“Gaining on the Gap”) el mismo que tiene como autores  a 
algunos de las personas  claves en este trabajo para Arlington en 
los últimos diez años, incluyendo el ex superintendente, el Dr. 
Rob Smith, el ex asistente del superintendente,  Alvin Crawley, 
actual Director de la Oficina de las Minorías del Condado de 
Arlington , Cheryl Robinson, Tim Cotman, un Coordinador de 
las Minorías y entrenador de éste proyecto, uno de los padres de 
APS anterior, Strand Palma y un profesor jubilado y entrenador, 
Marty Swaim.
Mientras que el libro se articula hay mucho que celebrar y 
también reconocer que todavía tenemos mucho por hacer. 
Nuestro personal es digno de elogio por su compromiso 
enfocado en este trabajo. Nos estamos esforzando para mejorar 
nuestras actitudes, aprender nuevas habilidades, desarrollar 
nuevos conocimientos y emplear los diferentes comportamientos 
que tendrán un impacto más positivo en la construcción 
de relaciones que, en consecuencia dará lugar a un mejor 
desempeño y el logro de éxito de todos los estudiantes. En 
efecto estamos cambiar  corazones, mentes y comportamientos. 
Los beneficiarios serán los niños que servimos. La prueba será 
el legado que ellos dejan.

Principalmente Hablando
viene de la página 1

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserving 
recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle School. 
Students are nominated based on various qualities such as their 
dedication to academic success, consistently putting forth their best 
effort, participation in school clubs/events, helpfulness to others, and 
demonstrating kindness and respect to peers and teachers. 

the goal of eliminating the achievement gap. Many of the 
successes of the school district are captured in the recently 
published book “Gaining on the Gap”, which is authored by 
some of the key players in the work in Arlington over the last 
ten years including former superintendent Dr. Rob Smith, 
former assistant superintendent Alvin Crawley, current Director 
of Arlington’s Minority Achievement Office, Cheryl Robinson, 
Tim Cotman,, a Minority Achievement Coordinator and trainer, 
a former APS parent, Palma Strand, and a retired teacher and 
trainer, Marty Swaim. While the book articulates much to 
celebrate, we recognize that there is a great deal yet to be done. 
Our staff is to be commended for their focused commitment to 
this work. We are striving to improve our attitudes, learn new 
skills, develop new knowledge and employ different behaviors 
that will have a more positive impact on building relationships 
that will consequently lead to improved performance and rising 
achievement for all students. We are in effect changing hearts, 
minds and practice. The beneficiaries will be the children we 
serve. The evidence will be the legacy they leave.

Paws of Honor   Alvaro Flores, Counselor 

The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize a 
student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to “catch” 
students doing an honorable act and give him/her recognition for it. 
This honorable deed could be anything from assisting a teacher, to 
turning in money found on the floor, to helping out another student in 
trouble. The student receives a certificate and a copy is also posted in 
the cafeteria. Parents/guardians are notified of their child’s award via 
mail. Th following ae students who have recently received the Paws 
of Honor this school year:

Students of the Month f or the Month of February are:
• Clippers:   Katherine Campos-Giron Lydon
•  Schooners:   Essi Wunderman  Sheehy
• Explorers:   Jake Karton  Fraker
• Fliers:   Sophia Constantine  Burrow
• Comets:    Erick Alvarado  Rozelle
• Stars:   Maria Anderson  Gibbs
• Producers:    Kaitlyn Beckwith  Williams
• Encore:    Yousef Juarez-Chaclan Parkhurst
• Globetrotters:  Camila Ferrufino  Butterfield 

  Student                             

Lucas Otal Clippers
Emanuel Perez Comets
Eduardo Fuentes-Palomo Comets
Mattie Diarra Clippers

Nicholas Oliveira Stars
Tabitha Wood Stars
Jhon Vargas Comets
Amory Gant Clippers
Jamilex Tham-Morrobel Clippers
Andrea Vasquez Schooners
Yamilet Grande Clippers
Estuardo Fuentes Stars

ISSUE MONTH DEADLINE 

Vol 11, No. 6 Apr 2012 Wed 3/21

Vol 11, No. 7 May 2012 Fri 4/20

Vol 11, No. 8 Jun 2012 Fri 5/18

Kenmore Cougar Deadlines


