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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

Family and Parental Involvement
Family and parental involvement are keys 
to effective schools. The family and parental 
involvement at Kenmore comes in many 
shapes and forms. We have enjoyed a vibrant 
PTA and Hispanic Parent group. These are two 
of a few organized parent groups that support 

our school. There is also a band parent group that makes taking 
over 300 students to the music festival look easy. There are 
parents working behind the scenes at plays and performances. 
Parent participation in our Back to School Night, October and 
March conferences, and the presence of parents at sporting 
events, concerts, plays, recitals and meetings is commendable, 
and serve as examples of the degree of interaction of parents and 
families at Kenmore. The work that goes into events like our 
International Night in October to our Silent Auction in April are 
evidence of the commitment our parents make to the education 
of Kenmore students and the support for our teachers and staff. 
This year, during Teacher Appreciation Week both our PTA and 
our Hispanic parent group provided breakfast and lunch for our 
staff on three of the five days. What a magnificent treat.
We are at an interesting place in the evolution of family and 
parental involvement at Kenmore. The entire board of our PTA 
is made up of parents of 8th grade students and they are leaving 
a void that has been more than difficult to fill. The service that 
this team has provided is greatly appreciated and it is with the 
bitter sweetness that transitions like this bring that I bid them 
a farewell and best wishes as they move on to high school.  
Their work is indicative of the hundreds they have led as the 
leaders of our PTA.  We owe a tremendous debt of gratitude 

Familia y Participación de los Padres y Familia
La participación de los padres y la Familia son la clave para que 
cualquier escuela sea eficaz.
En Kenmore podemos ver la participación de los padres y las 
familias en diferentes formas o maneras. Hemos disfrutado de 
un Comité de Padres de Familia muy activo, como también del 
grupo de Padres de Familia Hispanos. 
Estos dos grupos están bien organizados y son unos de los 
pocos grupos que apoyan a nuestra Escuela. También hay grupo 
de padres de la banda en la misma que participan más de 300 
estudiantes. La participación de los padres hace más fácil la 
organización para el Festival de Música.
Hay padres que trabajan apoyando en las diferentes actividades 
como son los juegos
y actuaciones, otros participan en La Noche de Regreso a la 
Escuela que se lleva a cabo en a principios del Año Escolar, y 
algunos participan en las conferencias de Maestros y Padres en 
Octubre y Marzo; también  la presencia de padres en eventos 
deportivos, conciertos, obras de teatro, recitales y reuniones es 
encomiable éstos son algunos ejemplos del grado de interacción 
de los padres y las familias en Kenmore. Se puede ver el 
resultado y compromiso de nuestros padres para la educación 
de los estudiantes de Kenmore participando en los diferentes 
eventos como por ejemplo en nuestra Noche Internacional en 
octubre,  la subasta silenciosa en Abril; los Padres han sido un 
gran apoyo para los maestros y el personal de nuestra Escuela. 
Este año, durante la Semana del Maestro tanto el Comité de 
Padres de Familia como nuestro grupo de padres hispanos nos 

continued on page 3 continúa en la página 3

REGULAR FEATURES
Principally Speaking
Focus News
6th, 7th, 8th Grade News
Paws of Honor/Students of the Month

Focus Fest 
on June 7

“Pathways to the 
Future”

See Focus News on Page 4

Check-In Students 
Help Others See 

More Clearly
 Page 5

A Successful Partnership: After School 
Tutoring Program - Page 6

37 Students Inducted in National 
Junior Honor Society - Page 6

Judyt Herrera is Teacher of the Year - Page 3



2

June 2013 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 12, No. 8

Kenmore Administrators
Principal
Dr. John Word (703) 228-6804
john.word@apsva.us

Assistant Principal
Dr. Betty Spencer-Chapman
(703) 228-6805
betty.spencer@apsva.us

Assistant Principal
David McBride (703) 228-6774
David.McBride@apsva.us

Director, Counseling Services
Caitlin Rose (703) 228-6798
caitlin.rose@apsva.us

Kenmore PTA Officers

President - Bill Donovan
kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com

Vice President – Diane Schwartz
djsnews@mac.com

Secretary – Karen Palmer
palmer@rff.org

Treasurer – Lee Dioso
DiosoLT@cdm.com

Newsletter Editor
Barbara Naland
nalandfamily@yahoo.com

Distribution Managers
KMS Life Skills Class

Spanish Translation
Noemi Yerovi
noemi.yerovi@apsva.us

Kenmore Web Site
http://www.apsva.us/kenmore

Kenmoreʼs E-mail Lists
kenmoreforum@yahoogroups.com
kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com

The Kenmore Cougar is published
monthly from October through June
with the exception of January.

Upcoming Events - June 2013
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web 
site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news 
e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week 
containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

Mon 6/3 All day SOL Make-ups
Tues 6/4 8:20-10:30 am Science SOL (Comets) - Kenmore

11:30 - 1:30 Science SOL (Stars) - Kenmore
Wed 6/5 8:20-10:30 am US History SOL (Schooners) - Kenmore

11:30- 1:30 US History SOL (Explorers)
Thurs 6/6 8:20-10;30 am US History SOL (Clippers) - Kenmore

11:30 - 1:30 US History SOL (Fliers) - Kenmore

6:30 - 8:00 pm Scholars End of Year Program - Kenmore Library
Fri 6/7 8:20-10:30 am Math SOL (Globetrotters)

8:20-10:30 am Math 8 SOL - Kenmore

6:00-8:30 pm Focus Fest - Kenmore
Mon 6/10 8:20-10:30 am Expedited SOL Retakes (Algebra and W. Geo)
Tues 6/11 All day SOL Window

8:20-10:30 am Expedited SOL Retakes (Algebra and W. Geo)
Wed 6/12 All day Outdoor Lab (Globetrotters)

Thurs 6/13 10:00-12 noon 5th Grade orientations

7:00-8:30 pm Spring Dance Concert
Fri 6/14 10:00-12 noon 5th Grade Orientations

1:00-2:15 pm Assembly (Dance Concert) - Kenmore Theater

6:30 pm 8th Grade Dinner/Dance

Mon 6/17 Market Day - 7th Grde

Tues 6/18 Activity Day

Wed 6/19 8:30-10:30 am 8th Grade Promotion - Kenmore Theater
Thurs 6/20 7:50-11:54 am Last Day of School (Early Release)

Tues 6/25 All day Report cards mailed

Have a 
Wonderful
Summer!

Seeking Kenmore Cougar Editor for 2013/2014 School Year
We’re looking for a new editor to take over for the 2013/2014 school year.  If you 
volunteer for the newsletter position, and would like to buy new or updated publishing 
sofware like Adobe Indesign, the PTA is willing to cover part of the cost. If you 
have no experience with layout, Barbara can help you set up the first issue. Contact 
Barbara at nalandfamily@yahoo.com.
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Kenmore PTA News
From the President

Dear Parents,
I would like to extend congratulations to our 
8th grade students and their families.  The PTA 
wishes them much success as they transition to 
high school.  
I would like to thank Guia Wallace for 
accepting the position of PTA President for 
next year.  
Finally, I would like to thank all the parent 

volunteers who helped make this a successful year for the 
Kenmore PTA.  Best wishes for a wonderful summer.
Sincerely,
Bill Donovan
PTA President 2012-2013
kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com

PTA Officers for 2013/2014

Judyt Herrera, HILT Teacher, Chosen 
as Kenmore’s Teacher of the Year

Position Officer
President Guia Wallace 
Vice President Janeth Valenzuela
Secretary Connie Sherman
Treasurer Cathy Constantine

Grants Chair Alissa Karton

Director Co-Coordinator
List Serv Moderator
Newsletter Editor
Odyssey of the Mind
Hospitality

The 2013/2014 PTA Executive Board is taking shape. We are 
still seeking volunteers for the following positions:

to President Bill Donovan, Vice President Diane Schwartz, 
Secretary Karen Palmer, Treasurer Lee Dioso, Grants Chair 
Sylvia Whitman, Directory Coordinators Zoiura Sharief and 
Laura de la Calzada, List Serve Moderator Candace Foley, 
Greenery Sale Leader Leslie Mead, Book Fair Coordinator 
Meilin Dioso, Silent Auction Coordinator Ellen Fitzpatrick, 
Advisory Council on Instruction Representatives, Joanna 
Hemmat and Kenneth Cooper and our County Council 
of PTA’s Representative, Joan Pepin, and our fabulous 
Newsletter Editor, Barbara Naland, without whom you would 
not be reading these words.  
Thanks to all of you for what you have done and what you have 
meant to Kenmore.  You will be missed.
 

Principally Speaking  continued from page 1

Principalmente Hablando   viene de la página 1 

8th Grade Activities
Greenery Sale
escrip
BookFair
Silent Auction

HILT teacher Judyt Herrera has been 
chosen as Kenmore’s Teacher of the 
Year for 2013/14.
Ms. Hererra is known for her great 
dedication to her profession and to her 
students. She puts in many extra hours 
(including on weekends) to work on arts 
integration and other school initiatives, 
and makes a point to be accessible to her 
students, who look up to her. Dr. Betty 

Spencer-Chapman describes her as an “all-around extraordinary 
person” who has no interest in accolades, but who does 
everything for the benefit of her kids.
Ms. Herrera was recognized along with honorees from other 
Arlington schools at a Reception and Recognition Ceremony at 
Kenmore Middle School on May 15.
Congratulations, Ms. Herrera. We’re proud to have you as a 
Kenmore faculty member! 

sirvieron almuerzos a todo el personal en tres de los cinco días. 
¡Qué magnífico trato!
Estamos en un lugar interesante en la evolución de la familia 
y participación de los padres en Kenmore. Todo el consejo de 
la PTA se componen de padres de alumnos de 8 º grado y se 
nos están yendo, dejando un vacío que ha sido muy difícil de 
llenar. El servicio que éste equipo ha proporcionado es muy 
apreciado; es un sabor al mismo tiempo dulce y amargo dulce 
por el trabajo que ellos realizaron y amargo por lo que trae 
consigo las transiciones como esta.  Deseamos desearles en 
ésta despedida los mejores deseos a medida que se mueven a 
la escuela secundaria. Su trabajo es indicativo del liderazgo 
como los líderes de nuestro Comité de Padres de Familia. 
Tenemos una enorme deuda de gratitud con el presidente Bill 
Donovan, vicepresidente Diane Schwartz, Secretario Karen 
Palmer, Tesorero Lee Dioso, Presidente de Becas Sylvia 
Whitman, Coordinadores Zoiura Sharief y Laura de la 
Calzada, Moderador, Candace Foley, Lider de Ventas Leslie 
Mead, Coordinador de la Feria del Libro Meilin Dioso, 
Coordinador de la Subasta Silenciosa Ellen Fitzpatrick, 
Representantes de instrucciones, Joanna Hemmat y Kenneth 
Cooper y Representante del Condado para el Comité de 
Padres de Familia Joan Pepin, y nuestro Editor de nuestro 
fabuloso Newsletter Barbara Naland, sin los cuales no estaría 
leyendo estas palabras.
Gracias a todos por lo que han hecho, y por lo que Kenmore 
significa para Ustedes. Los vamos a extrañar mucho.

Barbara Naland, Cougar Editor

Ms. Herrera
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

Congratulations to the band, orchestra and choral programs that 
performed outstandingly well in Hershey Park, came home with 
lots of first place trophies and then had a week of great spring 
concerts.  

Focus Fest: To close out the year, Kenmore will host its 
annual arts, arts integration and technology festival on June 
7 from 6-8:15 p.m.  The theme this year is Pathways to the 
Future.  This is an annual event when parents, students and 

the community are invited to come 
to Kenmore to celebrate the arts and 
technology, and learn more about arts 
integration instruction at Kenmore.  We 
will have lots of hands-on activities for 
people of all ages including creating 
portraits through images, playing 

jeopardy, building a tower, discovering inventions that impacted 
our future, karaoke and much more.  Food will be available for 
purchase and there will be lots of entertainment, including a big 
finale featuring the Kenmore jazz band, ACT II theater students 
and choral students.  Be sure to attend an arts integration 
demonstration lesson and check out the displays of how the arts 
are integrated into the curriculum.  Please plan to attend this 
great event.  We do ask that all students attend with a parent.

http://www.futureagenda.org/pg/cx/image/309/future-next-
exit.jpg On June 12 at 7:00 p.m., the Kenmore dance program 
will hosts its annual spring recital.  This program features all of 
the students that have participated in the dance/PE program this 
year and promises to be a great performance.  Please come out 
and support the hard work of these students.  

Congratulations to the ACT II art students who made 
ceramic cookie jars and celebrated with a cookie party 
on May 23.  There was a spontaneous collaboration for the 
celebration when the jazz band was invited to provide music for 

Join Us for
Kenmore’s Annual

Focus Fest 
“Pathways to the 

Future”
June 7 - 6:00 to 8:15 pm
Food * Fun Activities

Entertainment

a game of musical chairs.  
The band was then invited 
to enjoy some of the 
cookies and milk.  A good 
time was had by all.

There are many different 
ways to continue to 
enjoy the arts over the 
summer.  We encourage 
all Kenmore families to 
take advantage of the 
many free performances 
taking place in Arlington 
and Washington, 
DC.  Check out http://
www.arlingtonarts.
org/ for information on 
performance and arts 
events happening in 
Arlington.

(Above) After making ceramic cookie jars, the ACT II  art 
students celebrated with a cookie party on May 23. The jazz 
band was then invited to provide music for an impromptu game 
of musical chairs (below). (Photos courtesy of Shauna Dyer)
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“Imagine if you could help a child read; an adult succeed in 
their job, a senior maintain her independence; and provide a 
community with more opportunities to grow and thrive.  Every 
day the Lions Clubs recycled eyeglass programs do all of this 
and much more.” 

On May 23, the Kenmore Check-In 
students, FBLA Act II class, and Carlin 
Springs students went to the Lions 
Eyeglass Recycling Center for community 
service day. The students sorted, 
cleaned, boxed, and learned how to use a 
Lensometer, a machine used to read the 
prescriptions on the donated lenses. These 
eyeglasses are going to be distributed at 
the Arlington Free Clinic, the Fairfax Free 

Clinic, and to undeveloped countries. Kenmore students should 
be PROUD for they are making a difference in the lives of so 
many in need in the community.  

Check-In News
Changing Lives, One Pair at a Time
Milagro Martinez, Check-In Program Supervisor

Kenmore and Carlin Springs students took part in 
all aspects of the recycling process. They  sorted 
and cleaned donated glasses (top right, upper 
left), used the lensometer machine to read lens 
prescriptions (upper center), and helped pack 
glasses for shipment to needy communities (upper 
left).

(Left) Kenmore volunteers pose in front of the 
Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center in Falls Church. 
(Photos courtesy of Milagros Martinez)
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Stephanie Pinto, 6th Grade Reading 
Teacher

On Thursday, May 16, Kenmore 
inducted 37 students into its chapter 
of the National Junior Honor 
Society.  NJHS is an organization that 
recognizes student achievement in its 
members in scholarship, leadership, 
character, service, and citizenship.  
Congratulations to all the new members!

Jin Tian Acton
Spencer Bao
Caroline Berger
E. Elena Cannon
Isabella Choi
Simer Choudhary
Grace Coldren
Sachi Cooper
Felix Curtis
Caleb Dunham
Carlos Farias
Andrew Hawkins
Marisabel Jimenez
Yordanos Kassa
Alisa Khuu
Leakena Khy
Kelly Lazarte
Livia Leiter
Colin MacCullough

Samuel Mansour
Elizabeth Rae Moar
Delaney Myers
Alice Naland
Lucas Otal
Jonathan Parker
Matthew Parker
John Petrich
Noel Quezada
Noah Sampson
Megan Schaedel
Rosa Segovia
Anghela Soto
Jack Steuble
Hazel Thurston
Jasmine Weiss
Grace Young
Zawad Zahid

A Successful Partnership:
Kenmore’s After School Tutoring 
Program
Donna Budway, After School Tutoring 
ProgramCoordinator

A hard working group of eighth graders stayed after 
school this year to sharpen their English and math skills 
with Ms. Freeman and Ms. Parkhurst.  Partnered with a 
strong group of parent and community volunteers and 
generous support of the PTA and Peer2Peer Tutors, our 
students could be found working after school several days 
a week.  Students were offered healthy snacks that were 
graciously provided by Panera Bread at Ballston and the 
Arlington Food Assistance Center.  If you would like to 
know more about this program for your child, or would 
like to join the cadre of volunteers who make it happen, 
please contact donnabudwayy@aol.com.  

37 Kenmore Students 
Inducted into the National 
Junior Honor Society 

The above photos show scenes from Kenmore’s popular 
after school tutoring program. 8th grade teacher Judith 
Freeman (right) is an enthusiastic participant in the 
program. (Courtesy of Donna Budway.)

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Thanks so much for your support of the Box Tops for 
Education program this year.  Please continue to save the 
box tops over the summer and drop them by the school 
whenever you can. There is a collection box in the main 

office or you can put them in Helen 
Parkhurst’s teacher box.  If you are un-
familiar with the program, please visit 
the web cite at    www.boxtops4edu-
cation.com  You will find a complete 
list of the qualifying products as well 
as other helpful information about the 
program. Thanks again so much for 

your continued support throughout the year. Have a won-
derful summer and keep saving those box tops!
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Ms. Pinto’s and Ms. Lydon’s classes join other TA’s in a group 
drawing activity. (Courtesy of Ms. Lydon)

6th Grade News
Schooners and Clippers
Dottie Lydon, Clippers / Amy Juengst, Schonners
Clipper ships were the fastest sailing vessels on earth, 
sometimes covering up to four hundred miles in a single day.  
Some of their engineering innovations are still used in modern 
ships, nearly two hundred years later.   Kenmore’s Clippers will 
rely on the foundations they have built this year to speed their 
journeys through life. The pace of learning will not slacken in 
the final weeks of sixth grade.  
Ms. Horton’s English classes will continue their focus on 
composing creative stories using their imaginations, vivid 

details, and writing skills.
Students will complete their whirlwind tour of 
the Civil War.  The history of the United States 
is a complex story of the people, cultures, 
places, and events that shaped it.  The story will 

continue in seventh grade.  
Clippers have finished recycling grocery and newspaper bags to 
help the environment.  Ms. Castillo’s science room is stacked 
high with plastic bags to help protect our waterways from 
coliform fecal bacteria. The joint venture between reading and 
science culminated in the Earth Force field trip in May. 
Math students have been busy comparing and ordering integers 
and solving equations.  Mrs. Lydon’s English students will 
complete their final reading/drama integration as they read 
Flush and perform scenes from the chapters they have chosen. 
We anticipate smooth sailing as Clippers enjoy their final action-
packed weeks before sailing on to seventh grade. 
As Standards of Learning test scores come in this month, 
please keep in mind that each test is only one indicator of 
student success.   For the first time, all students took tests online.  
Scores dropped across the entire state, but are expected to 
increase as Virginia refines the new format and students become 
more accustomed to taking tests with multiple answers.
Summer reading can go a long way toward laying further 
foundations and keeping current skills sharp.  Newberry 
Medal Award Winners make excellent pleasure reading. http://
www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/newberymedal/
newberymedal. The Kenmore Website will post additional 
summer reading lists and assignments.

Schooner Math Classes:
Math will finish the year prepping for the SOLs and completing 
our independent and dependent events with probability unit. 
Once the SOL assessments are over, the sixth grade math 
classes plan on ending the year with a math project.
Schooner Reading Classes:
Reading students will continue to read Stealing Freedom during 
the last month of school. Currently, students are working on 
a sequencing review project that integrates art and literary 
content. In addition to their daily Stealing Freedom reading 
assignments and corresponding activities, students are expected 
to bring their independent books to every class.   
Schooner Science Classes
Schooner scientists have learned about the characteristics and 
traits of weather fronts; warm, cold, and stationary.  They 
applied these science skills to an integrated art lesson about 
watercolor paintings and landscapes.  Schooners have created 
beautiful paintings that show one type of front.  These paintings 
will be showcased on the 3rd floor hallway and sent home at the 
end of the year.
Schooner English Classes
Schooner students will continue to read and write poetry during 
the month of June with particular emphasis on alliteration, 

onomatopoeia, hyperbole, rhyme and 
rhythm. Each student will compile his or 
her own poetry anthology to share with 
peers and family. In addition, students will 
compile their end of year writing portfolios 
and reflect on their writing strengths and 

areas of significant growth.  Skills this month: Modifiers and 
prepositional phrases.
Schooner Social Studies
Schooner students are finishing up the year by creating a Civil 
War board game! They created their own game board with a 
timeline of the events in the war and created question cards 
and chance cards to use with the game.  Students also spent 
a day analyzing the contents of a soldier’s haversack and a 
confederate woman’s purse.  These hands on articles came from 
the Fort Ward Museum in Alexandria

6th Grade Poets Try Their Hand at Haiku
Young deer dips its head
on damp soil as a gentle
breeze puts him to sleep.

 --Samuel Gerardi
Lightning is a spider

Dancing, weaving, through the night
Delicate and thin.

 --Erin Naff
Forest

Cold, rigid, dry air
Deafening silence, sticks snap.
Coal dark trees blurred, fear.

 --Geraldine Torres
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American Studies
As the academic school year winds down, American studies 
classes are doing anything but winding down.  This month, our 
students are continuing on with the study of the curriculum in 
more detail.  Mr. Paparella’s classes have been studying about 
the issues of history that still affect us, such as prejudice and 
inequality in civil rights. Mrs. Stephens’s classes are examining 
life on the home front during the Cold War, with its baby boom, 
suburban sprawl, and preparing for atomic attack with “Duck 
and Cover” films.

Students have also continued their 
jobs in our simulated economy, 
and will soon create their own 
business that they will operate on 
Market Day, June 17. Students 
will be learning about supply and 
demand and how they affect the 
planning for business owners.  
They will be surveying their 
potential customers to fine-tune 

their pricing. Students will advertise, and after market day is 
over, determine if they made a profit.  

We would like to emphasize to parents, that whatever business 
the students plan to run, they should spend ONLY between $0 
and $5.00 for materials they need. Students will also not be 
allowed to sell items from home, like in a yard sale.  

As we approach the end of this school year, we wish you and 
your family an enjoyable summer.
English
Students on both teams reviewed the tools of literary analysis 

and completed practice tests 
in preparation for the grade 7 
SOL Reading Test May 24. In 
addition, the Explorers’ novel 
unit concluded with students 
creating persuasive posters to 
encourage others to read the 
books they completed. Fliers 
reviewed the plot structure of a 
short story and defined different 
genres of both fiction and 

nonfiction. Both teams will conclude the school year with units 
on the art of persuasion and the language of advertising as our 
grand finale for this seventh grade year. 

Math
All math students have been reviewing for the SOL 
Mathematics Test. We also are preparing for the end-of-year 
tests and getting ready to place students in math classes for next 
year.

Life Science
Can you wiggle your ears? Is your hair curly or straight? Will 
you grow taller? 7th-grade science students are studying all 

7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers

Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

about genes, genetics and heredity. Why do you look the way 
you do? How are genetically altered crops helping to solve 
the world hunger problems? What are inherited traits? What 
is the name of the very first cloned animal? Students are very 
excited and have lots of questions and comments as we move 
through the study and fun activities associated with the study 
of genetics and heredity. 
Mrs. Dorman’s students spent several days learning about 
the life of a famous American painter, Georgia O’Keeffe. 
We researched the style, characteristic colors, and brush 
strokes she used, as well as the subjects she painted. Her 
signature paintings of large, colorful, detailed plants, shells, 
Southwestern landscapes, cityscapes, and the dry bones of 
animals gave us lots of ideas for our own pictures. So after 
we learned about her, we picked up our own paint brushes to 
see if we could paint in her style. The students spent four days 
on the paintings as though Georgia O’Keeffe had been in our 
science room helping with the pictures! Look for our pictures 
to be displayed during Focus Fest! 

Above: Students in Ms. Dorman’s class paint in the style of 
Georgia O’Keefe.  (Photo courtesy of Ms. Dorman)
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8th Grade News
Stars and Comets

Science
The eighth graders just studied Heat and Thermal Energy in 
Science.  Now they will prepare for the Virginia Science SOL.  
We wish them a successful spring as they continue to finish up 
Physics concepts of Waves and Electricity.
Geography
As we reach the midpoint of fourth quarter, World Geography 
students have been finishing up the last of the world regions, 
and reviewing for the SOL test.  With the curriculum completed, 
both Comets and Stars will be applying everything they’ve 
learned to a capstone arts integrated project. All students will 
work in small groups to research, design, and paint a mural of a 
country of their choice.
Country murals will represent the themes of geography as they 
apply to a particular country. Not only will the murals reflect 
the students’ understanding of World Geography, but also of 
artistic elements such as movement, balance, and unity. We look 
forward to decking the halls of Kenmore with these beautiful 
murals before the end of the school year.  
English
Arts integration and literacy cap the end-of-year English 
activities. Jade Green and To Kill a Mockingbird are subjects 
of study, and we continue our poetic works under the tutelage 
of renowned Spoken Word artist, Regie Cabico. Mr. Cabico 
is hosting a Poetry Slam via Skype, as the best of our most 
skilled students take on the best 8th-grade poets from Gunston.  
The platform is a partnership first, and we thank APS for the 
generous workshop grant.  
We are also busy designing Promotion Covers for graduation 
day and artistic mementos titled Poetic Illuminations, which 
consist of acrylic paint, a wide array of calligraphic styles, and 
our 8th grade poetry.  
Thank you, parents, for a wonderful year, and for the honor of 
entrusting us with your children’s literacy. We will miss you. 

Brendan Blackburn, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars

Paws of Honor 
Erin Gagen, Counselor
The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
“catch” students doing an honorable act and give him/her 
recognition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from 
assisting a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to 
helping out another student in trouble. The student receives a 
certificate and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/
guardians are notified of their child’s award via mail. The 
following are students who have recently received the Paws of 
Honor this school year:

Student Deed
Natalie Valentin, Gr. 8 helps others in Math class

Ezequiel Argueta, Gr. 6 helped a student who fell on stairs

Muhammad Aashir, Gr. 6 helped a student who fell on stairs

Robert Reyes, Gr. 6 helped a student who fell on stairs

Jake Karton, Gr. 8 helpful and empathetic to others

Caroline Dioso, Gr. 8 helpful and empathetic to others

Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor 

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserving 
recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle 
School. Students are nominated based on various qualities such 
as their dedication to academic success, consistently putting forth 
their best effort, participation in school clubs/events, helpfulness 
to others, and demonstrating kindness and respect to peers and 
teachers. 

Students of the Month for June are:
• Clippers:   Caliyah Riley 
•  Schooners:  Bryant Rocha  
• Explorers:   Andrew Hawkins  
• Fliers:   Jasmine Weiss  
• Comets:   Matthew Turner  
• Stars:   Kody Stremick
• Producers:  Zaafira Jaya
• Encore:  Zawad Zahid    
     Julio Blas
• Legends:  Kelly Trejo-Salamanca 

Algebra
The regular and Intensified Algebra students have spent time 
reviewing concepts learned throughout the year in preparation 
for the End Of Course test given in May. The final exam in 
algebra will be given on June 11 and will cover all of the 
material learned throughout the year. In addition to the review, 
students have been exposed to various statistic formulas. This 
is the second year for this new rigor that requires students 
to calculate and interpret mean absolute deviation, standard 
deviation, variance and z-scores.  Hopefully students are gaining 
an understanding that sometimes using measures of dispersion 
are a better way to analyze data rather than merely using the 
measures of central tendency. 

Kenmore Car Wash: On June 1, 8th graders held a car wash 
to raise funds for end-of-year activities. Alice, Matt, Zoe, Jordi 
and Jake take a break from washing cars to pose with Mr. 
Baugh (far left). (Photo courtesy of Alice Naland)
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The Kenmore Cougar newsletter for the 2012-2013 school 
year is being delivered electronically by e-mail/website. 
A limited number of printed copies are available upon 
request in the Kenmore office. You may also contact 
Barbara Naland at nalandfamily@yahoo.com to request a 
printed copy.

Todos los boletines informativos de Kenmore Puma 
(Cougar) para el año escolar 2012-2013 serán enviados 
por correo electrónico; se imprimirán  un número lim-
itado de boletines los mismos que estarán disponibles en 
la oficina principal de Kenmore. También puede comuni-
carse con Barbara Naland en nalandfamily@yahoo.com 
para solicitar una copia impresa.

Important Notice Aviso Importante

“This is a middle school band?!?” No doubt many in the audience 
were asking themselves this question as they listened to the 
outstanding Kenmore Jazz Ensemble, Concert Band and Symphonic 
Band under the direction of Mr. Brian Fisher at the May 10 Spring 
Concert. (Photos courtesy of Barbara Naland)


