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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal

Principalmente Hablando
Dr. John Word, Principal

Six members of our faculty will retire at 
the end of this school year. According to 
research for at least the last 30 years teachers 
are the single most significant variable to 
school success. There are many stories about 
the greying among the ranks of educators and 
the impending transition of people who have 
contributed tremendously to the lives of so many. 

Kenmore will get a taste of this exodus like never before. I will 
present them in the order of the year they began at Kenmore.  Our 
retirees this year are: Charlene Kiefer (82), Mary Jo Sheehy 
(90), Sandra Morris (90), Loren Zander (92), Lee Dorman 
(2000) and Gail Casanova (2000).
Charlene Kiefer has been Kenmore’s math coach, math resource 
teacher, math instructional lead teacher, and team leader. She will 
complete her career after serving 31 years at Kenmore.  
Mary Jo Sheehy and Sandra Morris will retire with 30 years of 
service. They transitioned to Kenmore in 1990 after having been 
elementary school teachers.  Mary Jo Sheehy teaches American 
studies and Sandra Morris teaches math on the Schooners team. 
They both served as team leaders.  
Loren Zander joined the Kenmore faculty in 1992 as a special 
education teacher and subsequently became a 6th grade social 
studies teacher on the Clipper team. 
Lee Dorman has the longest tenure of our retirees. In June, she 
will complete over 42 years of service. Ms. Dorman started her 
Career in Arlington In 1969 at Custis Elementary school and 
returned after a hiatus to Chesterfield County, Va. Lee joined the 
Kenmore faculty in 2000. 

Seis miembros de nuestra facultad se jubilarán al final de 
éste año escolar. De acuerdo a una  investigación se encontró 
que durante al menos en los últimos 30 años,  los profesores son 
la variable más importante para el éxito escolar. Hay muchas 
historias de maestros que han envejecido como educadores y han 
sido una contribución  inminente en la vida de muchas personas. 
Como nunca antes en  éste año seis de nuestros maestros están 
retirándose de Kenmore. Yo los voy a  presentar en el orden del 
año que  comenzaron en Kenmore. Nuestros jubilados este año 
son: Charlene Kiefer (1982), Mary Jo Sheehy (1990), Sandra 
Morris (1990), Loren Zander (1992), Lee Dorman (2000) y 
Gail Casanova (2000).
Charlene Kiefer ha sido jefe del Departamento de Matemáticas 
de Kenmore, maestra de Matemáticas, líder de profesores 
instructores de matemáticas y líder de equipo. Ella terminará su 
carrera después de servir 31 años en Kenmore. 
Mary Jo Sheehy y Sandra Morris se jubilarán con 30 años 
de servicio. Ellas vinieron a Kenmore en 1990 después de 
haber sido maestros de una escuela primaria. Mary Jo Sheehy 
es profesora de Estudios Americanos y Sandra Morris enseña 
Matemáticas en el equipo Schooners. Ambas sirvieron como 
líderes de equipo.
Loren Zander se unió al personal de Kenmore en 1992 como 
maestra de Educación Especial y, posteriormente, se convirtió 
en  maestra de sexto grado de Ciencias Sociales en el equipo 
Clipper. 
Lee Dorman tiene el mandato más largo de nuestros jubilados. 
En junio, completará más de 42 años de servicio. La Sra. 
Dorman comenzó su carrera en 1969 en Arlington en Custis 
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Upcoming Events - April 2013
Included below is this month’s Kenmore calendar of events as of the date of publica-
tion of this newsletter. Check for updates to this calendar by visiting the Kenmore web 
site at http://www.apsva.us/kenmore/icalsw/, and subscribe to the Kenmore PTA news 
e-mail list (kenmore_pta@yahoogroups.com) to receive e-mail messages each week 
containing the most up-to-date Weekly Student Activities Calendar.

Tues 4/2 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ WL
Wed 4/3 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield

Thurs 4/4 12:50-2:24 pm Ritz Carlton Workshopo - Rm. 213
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield

Fri 4/5 3:45-5:00 pm Swim Meet vs. Gunston - @ Wakefield
6:30-9:30 pm Silent Auction - Kenmore Middle School

Sat/Sun 4/6-7 All Day Scholars - Camp Letts

Tues 4/9 All Day Club Pictures - Black Box
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ WL

Wed 4/10 8:30-10:00 am DRP Testing  (6th Grade)

3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield
Thurs 4/11 All day Report Cards Home

3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield

Fri 4/12 All day Scholars-Edge at GMU
Tues 4/16 7:50-8:20 am 3rd Quarter Honors Celebration

3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ WL

Wed 4/17 3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield
Thurs 4/18 7:50-8:20 am Honors Celebration

3:15-4:30 pm Track vs. Gunston - @ Kenmore
3:00-4:30 pm Swim Practice - @ Wakefield
7:00-8:30 pm Guys and Dolls Performance - Kenmore Theater

Fri 4/19 1:00-2:15 pm Assembly

7:00-8:30 pm Guys and Dolls Performance - Kenmore Theater

Mon 4/22 2:30-4:15 pm Orchestra Rehearsal - Orchestra Room
Tues 4/23 3:15-4:30 pm Track vs. Swanson - @ Kenmore
Wed 4/24 8:30-2:00 Earth Force Summit (Select 6th Grade)

12:50-2:24 pm Ritz Workshop (FACS)
Thurs 4/25 3:15-4:30 pm Track vs. Williamsburg - @ Williamsburg

7:00-8:00 pm National Junior Honor Society Induction - Library
Fri 4/26 1:00-2:15 pm Bowen McCauley Dance Performance

7:00-9:30 pm Jazz Band/Art Fundraiser - Black Box

Sat 4/27 10:00-12:00 Hispanic Parent Meeting - Kenmore

Sat 4/27 10:00-12:00 Hispanic Parent Meeting - Kenmore

Mon 4/29 2:30-4:15 pm Orchestra Rehearsal - Orchestra Room

Thurs 5/2 3:15-4:30 pm Track @ Jefferson - @ Kenmore

Fri 5/3 All Day Music Trip

Tues 5/7 3:15-7:15 pm Track-County-wide Meet @ Williamsburg

Wed 5/8 7:00-8:30 pm Spring Choral Concert - Black Box
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Kenmore PTA News

Ellen Fitzpatrick, Auction 
Chair

Dear Parents,
The auction is almost here!
Please plan on attending our 

Field of Dream Auction, 
Friday, April 5, 
6:30 - 9:00 pm!

We hope to see everyone at 
Kenmore to enjoy a night of musical performances, 

bidding on the many exciting auction items, 
eating dinner with friends and raising money for 

Kenmore!

 Field of Dreams Silent Auction
April 5 - 6:30-9:00 p.m.

Seeking Kenmore Cougar Editor for 
2013/2014 School Year 

Barbara Naland, the current Cougar editor, is “graduating” at 
the end of the year, so we’re looking for a new editor to take 
over for the 2013/2014 school year. You will need some type 
of publishing software such as Adobe Indesign. If you have 
no experience with layout, Barbara can help you set up the 
first issue. Contact Barbara at nalandfamily@yahoo.com.

From the President

Dear Parents,
We are entering our last quarter of the year 
and there are still many things to do!  We 
have filled many of our PTA leadership 
positions, such as Treasurer, Secretary, 
Vice President, and ACI representative, 
and we have leads on a few more.  We 
still need a leader for the position of 

President of the PTA. Please let me know if you would 
like to nominate someone.  We plan to introduce our new 
cabinet of officers at our May 14 meeting.
Please plan to come out and support Kenmore at our 
Silent Auction on Friday, April 5.  I want to thank 
Ellen Fitzpatrick and her crew of volunteers for 
organizing such a huge event in such a short time.  It will 
be a wonderful night for everyone.  
Eighth Grade Parents need to get in touch with the 
Eighth Grade Activities Committee and see how you can 
help with the exciting end of year events that are planned. 
Please contact Mr. McBride for more information. The 
Eighth Grader students will need to do some fundraising to 
help offset the costs of these activities.
I wish you all a warm, successful Spring.
Sincerely,
Bill Donovan 
2012-2013 PTA President
(kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com)

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Helen Parkhurst, 8th Grade Teacher

Just as a reminder to please continue to collect Box Tops for Education. The money collected from this 
worthwhile program is being put into a fund to be used as scholarship money for students who are in need 
of financial support throughout the year. Each “Box Top For Education” label is worth ten cents. If you are 
unfamiliar with the program, the process is very simple. When you purchase an item that has the “Box Tops For 

Education” logo on it, simply clip along the dotted edge of the logo and return these box tops to school. There is a collection box in 
the main office. 
There are over one hundred participating products. These products include General Mills cereals; Betty Crocker; Pillsbury;  Ziploc;  
Kleenex; Pop Secret; Old El Paso to name a few.  Please visit the website  at www.boxtops4education.com for a complete list of 
qualifying products. Thanks so much for saving the box tops and participating in such a worthwhile project. A total of 2100 box tops 
were submitted last month which earned the school $210. Keep up the great work and keep saving those box tops for education!
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

March was “Celebrate the Arts in the Schools” month and 
many Kenmore students participated in arts events throughout 
the month, including the band and orchestra assessments, a jazz 
band concert at W-L, the Junior Honors band and orchestra 
concert, and the Scholastic Art competition awards ceremony 
and art show at the central library.  Congratulations to the 
many Kenmore students who represented Kenmore so well at 
these events. (See page 9 for a list of Kenmore Scholastic Art 
Competition winners.) 
6th grade ShowTime students are preparing for their 
performance of Guys and Dolls, Jr. on April 18 and 19 at 
7:00 p.m.  The performance will include a guest appearance 
of the 6th grade dance class and some of the sets are being 
designed and created by theater arts students.  This promises 
to be a fun show--mark your calendar and encourage your 
family and friends to attend.  Admission is by donation.
On Friday, April 26, at 7:00 p.m., the Black Box Theater will 
be transformed into a jazz club as a fund-raiser for the band 
and art programs at Kenmore.  This is an adult only event 
where attendees will enjoy some great jazz music performed by 
the Kenmore jazz band and special guests as well as artwork by 
Kenmore students.  Hors d’oeuvres will be served and dancing 
encouraged.  Look for your invitations later this month.
Also on Friday, April 26, students participating in the Bowen 
McCauley Dance program will perform for Carlin Springs 
Elementary School and Kenmore.  The Kenmore jazz band 
will be joining them for one of the numbers.  Additionally both 
groups will perform on Saturday, April 27 as part of the “Move 
Me” celebration put on by Bowen McCauley Dance.  The 
“Move Me” program begins at 1:00 p.m. and all are invited to 
attend.
Be sure to check out the rain barrel painted by select 
Clipper and Schooner students that will be auctioned at 
the GMU Earth Week Community Fair at Founders Hall on 
April 21, along with 24 other barrels decorated by other APS 
schools.  (See the article on page 5.) The funds raised from the 
silent auction will be donated to the County Council of PTA’s 
scholarship fund and the GMU Early Identification program.  
Students did a great job in developing a design that reflects what 
they have been learning about in science this year.

April 18 & 19
7:00 p.m.

KenmoreTheater 

Gail Casanova served in the military and taught in Hampton, 
VA prior to coming to Kenmore. She teaches special education 
math and was the special education lead teacher
All of these educators have distinguished themselves with 
many honors and accomplishments.  Four of them have 
represented Kenmore as “Teacher of the Year.” Ms. Dorman 
won “Teacher of the Year” honors while in Chesterfield. The 
Kenmore community owes these teachers a debt of gratitude 
for their commitment, dedication and service. I consider it 
a privilege and an honor to have spent a part of my career 
with these marvelous educators. Please join me in a heartfelt 
congratulations and best wishes.

Principally Speaking  continued from page 1

Principalmente Hablando   viene de la página 1 

escuela primaria y regresó después de un paréntesis para el 
Condado de Chesterfield, Virginia.  Lee se unió a la facultad de 
Kenmore en el año 2000. 
Gail Casanova ha servido en el ejército y  fue maestra en 
Hampton, VA antes de llegar a Kenmore. Es profesora de 
Matemáticas de educación especial y fue maestra lider de 
educación especial. 
Todos éstos educadores se han distinguido con numerosos 
honores y logros. Cuatro de ellos han representado a Kenmore 
como “Maestro del Año”.  La Sra. Dorman ganó el título de 
“Maestro del Año”, mientras que trabajó en Chesterfield. La 
comunidad de Kenmore estamos en deuda de gratitud con éstos 
profesores por su compromiso, dedicación y servicio. Considero 
que es un privilegio y un honor haber pasado gran parte de mi 
carrera con estos educadores maravillosos. Por favor, únanse 
a mí a dar unas sinceras felicitaciones y los  mejores deseos a 
nuestros maestros jubilados.
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Several 6th grade students have been working with Ms. Shauna 
Dyer to complete our Operation Rain Barrel entry. Clipper 
students Gemma, Gelila, Rudy, Sam, Nick, Sousou, Georgia, 
Charlotte, Cesar and Schooner students  Melenie, Natalie, 
Hannah, Anna, Mignote, and Jessica worked together to design 
and paint the rain barrel given by George Mason University to 
participating schools to decorate.  Using what they have learned 
about water this year in 6th grade science, students have chosen 
to depict a habitat showing the influence of people and a habitat 
without people on the rain barrel . The students are very pleased 
with their efforts and hope that someone makes a high bid on the 
barrel.
Kenmore’s contribution to Operation Rain Barrel, along with 
creations from other participating Arlington schools, will be on 
display and in a silent auction bidding at Founders Hall gallery 
from April 15 through April 21.  On April 21, the day of the 
Arlington Earth Week Community Fair, the bids will close at 
3 pm.  The proceeds from the auction will be evenly divided 
between Mason’s Early Identification Program and the County 
Council of PTAs’ Scholarship program.
Additionally, the barrels will be judged prior to the fair and 
the top three designs will be awarded special prizes from the 
sponsor, Water Management, Inc.
You are invited to come by George Mason’s Founders Hall to 
view the creativity of our 6th graders.  While you’re there you 
can place a bid, if you choose. Come celebrate this integration 
of science and art.

6th Graders’ Creation Will be Displayed at 
GMU Founders Hall

Operation Rain Barrel

Student Deed
Connor Clark, Gr. 6 helped a new student
Miguel Zambrano, Gr. 8 found a bookbag and turned it in
Estela Mondoza Villatoro, 7 helped staff set up library for mtg
Diana Makele, Gr. 7 helped staff set up library for mtg
Carmen Portillo Ortez, Gr. 7 helped staff set up library for mtg
Jamilex Tham-Morrobel,Gr. 7 helped staff set up library for mtg
Gabriel Salem, Gr. 7 helped peer
Esayas (Esu) Temesgen, Gr. 7 stood up for a peer

Cesar Torres, Gr. 6 turned in $5 he found
Quimari Mullins, Gr. 6 encouraged peers to follow 

Kenmore Pride rules in hall
Mia Acot, Gr. 6 returned a lost phone to a peer
Blessing Inyangson, Gr. 6 turned in money found in hallway
Blayze, Lott, Gr. 6 turned in money found in hallway

Kelsy Alvarez, Gr. 8 found classroom hall pass and 
returned it to teacher

Fatoumata, Diallo, Gr. 7 turned in set of keys to office

Alex Stipe, Gr. 6 turned in $1 he found in stairwell

Paws of Honor 
Eric Gagen, Counselor
The Paws of Honor program allows Kenmore staff to recognize 
a student’s positive behavior. The goal of this program is to 
“catch” students doing an honorable act and give him/her 
recognition for it. This honorable deed could be anything from 
assisting a teacher, to turning in money found on the floor, to 
helping out another student in trouble. The student receives a 
certificate and a copy is also posted in the cafeteria. Parents/
guardians are notified of their child’s award via mail. The 
following are students who have recently received the Paws of 
Honor this school year:

Students of the Month
Erin Gagen, Counselor 

Each month, every Kenmore team chooses one student deserving 
recognition for being a positive member of Kenmore Middle School. 
Students are nominated based on various qualities such as their 
dedication to academic success, consistently putting forth their best 
effort, participation in school clubs/events, helpfulness to others, and 
demonstrating kindness and respect to peers and teachers. 

Students of the Month for February are:
• Clippers:   Bisrat Solomon  Castillo
•  Schooners:  Sitlaly Orozco-Vazquez Morris
• Explorers:   Karla Estrada  Burrow
• Fliers:   Melissa Montes  
• Comets:   Daniel O’Mara  Rozelle
• Stars:   Aditya (Sunny) Singh Nolen
• Producers:  Acsa Lemus Gonzalez (February) 
     Malate Alemu (March)
• Encore:    Lucas Otal  Perkins
• Globetrotters:  Camila Ferrufino Jordan    Rodriguez

Liz Castillo, 6th Grade Science Teacher

(Photo courtesy of Dottie Lydon)
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6th Grade News
Schooners and Clippers
Dottie Lydon, Clippers
Clipper scientists were in their element this month as they 
developed, displayed, and demonstrated their prowess in 
chemistry, physics, genetics, optics, and mechanics.  All agree 
that science night, like the science fair, was a resounding 
success!  Next, it’s on to watersheds!  Students will create salt 
clay models to demonstrate understanding of the science and 
show their artistic skills.
Our mathematicians are exploring circles.  Please continue to 
reinforce percentages and decimals skills while cooking and 
shopping with your students. 
Social studies classes have finished explorers and moved on 
colonial times to understand the factions and forces that shaped 
our nation. 
Having finished water-droplet stories, English scholars are 

comparing fiction and nonfiction writing.  With 
an increased emphasis on oral communica-
tions, each class will begin with an oral reading 
selected, introduced, and interpreted by students, 
in turn.  Speaking well is a major prerequisite 

to writing well.  Please ask your sons and daughters to share 
their days with you.  Family conversations help to build 
speaking and listening skills.  Continued practice in a variety of 
languages promotes the brain connections students need. 
In the past months, Clippers have mastered school routines 
and are developing strong work habits to carry them through 
life.  Parents may stay tuned to the process by asking students 
to discuss their agendas and weekly work summaries, as 
well as day-to-day events.   In addition to regular homework, 
every student should read for a minimum of half-an-hour each 
evening. Please note that this truly is a minimum requirement. 
Successful student will wish to read more.
Each night, Clippers should review daily notes, complete all 
assignments in their homework folders, and check on-going 
assignments listed in agendas (checked and stamped for 
completeness by eighth-period teachers.)  Wednesday’s weekly 
work summaries should be signed and returned the next 
day.  Students have until Friday to make up any work marked 
“missing” and submit it for credit.  On days when they don’t 
have other extra-curricular activities, encourage your students 
to stay with teachers or at our After-School-Support Center 
(ASSC.) 

Amy Juengst, Schooners
Schooner Math Classes:
The math classes are busily working on Chapter 8: Geometry. 
This chapter includes identifying congruent figures, 
quadrilaterals, circles and circumference, areas of circles, 
surface areas of rectangular prisms, and volumes of rectangular 
prisms. Students will play math games, sort quadrilaterals into 
categories, and match math terms to their definitions to help 
them be more successful in understanding geometry.
Schooner Reading Classes:
Students are reading a play about the American Revolution. By 
integrating social studies into the reading classes, students share 
and build upon their prior knowledge of this historical time 
period. In addition, reading classes created informational posters 
to educate their peers on various heart-health related issues in 
preparation for Wellness Day which took place on March 22. 
Schooner Social Studies Classes
The Schooners had a fabulous trip to Mt. Vernon on March 15. 
Students were able to extend learning in the classroom about 
colonial times and the Revolutionary War. More recently, we  
prepared for a reenactment of the Constitutional Convention. 
Students were assigned their identities and participated in a 
debate on representation in the new legislature!
Schooner English Classes
Schooner English classes recently completed their water 
droplet stories. By tracking their water droplets through the 
water cycle, which often included changes in state, students 
created scientifically based plot lines and applied the use of 

personification and dialogue to further enhance 
their creative narratives.  Please take a moment 
to read your child’s story on Googledocs. A few 
of our students were selected to write our Earth 
Force project proposals with our gifted teacher, 

Ms. Weber. Groups worked collaboratively on their compositions 
and successfully submitted them to the Earth Force, Caring for 
Our Watersheds competition.  In addition, the proposal writers 
will attend and participate in the Earth Force Summit in April. 
Coming up:  Poetry, Grammar, and the completion of our Earth 
Force projects.

With colonial garb, “candles” and quill pens, 6th graders 
debated the limits of power in the Constitutional Convention. 
(Photo courtesy of Dottie Lydon)
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George Washington Slept Here - Thousands of Times
On a fine March day, 6th graders enjoyed a field trip to Mt. Vernon 
-- where they  posed with George and Martha, jumped off terrace 
walls, relaxed on the back porch, hugged trees, enjoyed a view of 
the Potomac, and during a guided tour of the mansion, saw where 
George Washington slept.

(Above photo courtesy of Dottie Lydon)

PHOTOGRAPHY
BY

Dennis Price
 Cell 703-629-6417
Imagin38@aol.com

http://
photographybydennisprice.

weebly.com
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American Studies
Students on both teams will begin participating in a mini economy. Students will 
apply for jobs, earn income, and pay rent and taxes. Your children may approach 
you to act as references for their job applications. The culminating activity for our 
mini economy is Market Day, where students will create their own businesses, 
buying and selling to each other with the income they have earned from their 
jobs. This activity has always generated high student interest and provided our 

students with many “light-bulb” moments about adult 
responsibilities.
English
Explorer and Flier students finished an expository essay 
about learning in school. Explorers also analyzed the 
narrative poem, “The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes, 
while Flier students reflected on the many writing 
assignments they completed over the course of the third 

quarter. Both teams are looking forward to reading several short stories in April. 
We will also begin to learn tools to succeed with the art of persuasion. Parents 
beware! Saying “yes” instead of “no” may be a product of students quickly 
learning and applying persuasive tools.
Math
Students have been studying volume and surface area. Students on the Flier team 
cut cardboard boxes and found the surface area of those boxes. 
Life Science
Did you know that flowers grow on plants for one real purpose, reproduction? 
As you experience the beauty and the perfume of spring flowers, remember it all 
comes from the efforts of plants to continue through time and never go extinct. 
Some flowers are not easy to see, like Maple and Oak flowers.  Some have a 
fragrance that is not appealing to anyone but a fly (many ornamental hedges). 
However, somehow, they attract pollinators - and that helps make seeds. Seventh 
graders in life science dissected flowers to see the pollen and seed cells. They 
found that the way plants reproduce is not so different from the way animals 
reproduce! Look for flowers on every plant, except for mosses and ferns. Your 
seventh-grade science teachers hope you’ll take your students to the Botanical 
Garden near the Capitol and see even more interesting flower adaptations.
Activity
The seventh-grade staff is continuing preparations to take students to Cameron 
Run Wave Park in Alexandria, on June 18.  
The cost of this trip, including transportation and park passes, is $28.00 

per student. We see collecting money early as an 
opportunity to promote financial literacy and long-rang 
planning for our students. Excel teachers have set up 
accounts for students to allow them to begin bringing 
in money toward their goal of $28.00 now, and then 
continue adding to their accounts over time.
As the event nears, we will be asking for volunteers to 
chaperone and hope that you will let us know that you 
will join us. 

7th Grade News
Fliers and Explorers
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers / Lindsay Perkins, Fliers

Upper right photo: Students used nets like this one to find 
surface area.  Middle and lower photos: Students on the Flier 
team used their knowledge of function to create brochures.  
(Photos courtesy of Lindsay Perkins)
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7th Grader Rae Moar Honored by VA House 
of Delegates
Liz Castillo, 6th Grade Science Teacher

On Saturday, March 23, Kenmore 7th grader Rae Moar was 
recognized as the “SALT Student Advocate of the Year.”  
Virginia Delegate Patrick Hope presented her with this 
“Commendation from the Virginia House of Delegates,” a 
commendation that congratulates her in recognition of her 
advocacy supporting the Virginia Back to School Supplies and 
Clothing Allowance for TANF Beneficiaries.
Rae recognized the Kenmore classmates and staff who signed 
the petition.  Rae and her classmates collected more than 450 
signatures at Kenmore by speaking to each Excel and asking for 
support.  

8th Grade News
Stars and Comets

English
Students in 8th Grade English have been preparing vigorously 
for the Grammar and Writing SOL exams that were 
administered this March.  Students completed these exams 

on the computer, over the course of 
two separate days. This is the first year 
students have completed their Writing 
SOL by typing on the keyboard, and after 
much practice the 8th graders were able 
to complete their essays in full.  Stars 
students will complete novels Miracle’s 
Boys by Jacqueline Woodson and Parrot 

in the Oven:  Mi Vida by Victor Martinez; and Comets students 
will be introduced to the novel Jade Green in fourth quarter.  
Both teams have also been working on poetry units, analyzing a 
variety of diverse poets and genres.
Science
In science students are finishing their work with Force and 
Motion.  Students will be launching their soda bottle rockets 
after spring break.  Next we will be learning about energy and 
work.

World Geography
World Geography students are continuing their trek through the 
world, learning about regions, cultures, and conflict.  Students in 
Mr. Blackburn’s class are just finishing up their study of Russia 
and the Former Soviet Union and are now learning about the 
United States and Canada.  Ms. Jordan’s students are finishing 
up their study of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Algebra
The algebra students continue to solve systems of equations.  

They have been given real-life applications 
where they need to model a system of 
equations and solve them.  The laws of 
exponents as well as a practical use of 
scientific notation will lead us into the 4th 
quarter.

The Intensified Algebra students have 
mastered linear equations and are now 
discovering quadratic equations.  They will 

be comparing and contrasting linear, quadratic and exponential.  
The students will investigate and analyze function families and 
their characteristics both algebraically and graphically.  

Brendan Blackburn, Comets  /  Helen Parkhurst, Stars

Rae Moar (center) poses with her certificate of commendation. 
Rae is accompanied by two of her classmates who helped collect 
signatures. Also in the photo are Virginia Delegate Patrick Hope 
and Robert Stewart from SALT. (Photo courtesy of Liz Castillo.)

28 Kenmore students earned awards in the 2013 Scholastic Art 
competition.  One student earned a record breaking 4 Gold Key 
awards and a second won 2 Gold Keys.  Student work is on 
display at the Centeral Library through March.

Gold Key Recipients
Hugh Bothwell
Zoe Dohrmann (2)
Alondra Duarte
Natasha Fillip
Alisa Khuu
Colin Macullough
Anna Olkhovsky
Daniel Palomo
Mackenzie Ullom (4)

Silver Key Recipients
Caroline Berger
Hugh Bothwell
Ingrid Brandares
Matthew Coppolino
Caroline Cox
Enrique Crank-Brock
Natasha Fillip
Tariq Gardner
Karolina Kocourkova
Sam Mansour
Robin Palmer Martin
Rajab Tariq

Honorable Mention
Ismael Aguayo
Gisela Arispe
Ingrid Brandares
Nicolas Cameron
Elena Cannon
Chris Claure
Zoe Dohrmann
Clifford Hawrey

Sara Hunegaw
Noel Quezada
Josue Sanchez-Garcia

2013 Scholastic Art Winners (from KMS Website)
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Globetrotter News
Elena Butterfield HILT

From our Counselor, Ms. Rubio:
The parent Multicultural Conference took place on Saturday 
March 16th. Parents from all APS attended the event. They 
participated in workshops specific to  topics such as academic 
planning, bullying, financing college education, discussing 
the importance of education as the key to the future and 
success of their children and others. The following KMS 
students participated as volunteers working with Ms. Rubio, 
Ms. Herrera, Ms. Yerovi and Mr.Valdez:  Camila Ferrufino, 
Consuelo Figueroa, Karen Martinez Arauz, Aziza Hasen, 
Deysi Vallejo and Kevin Jimenez.  Ms. Hasan, Aziza’s mother 
participated on a parent panel during the opening ceremony. 
Our assistant principal Mr. McBride gave a warm welcome 
to all participants. After the workshops, all participated in a 
lunch to celebrate multiculturalism and diversity.
Bonnie Loriz:
HILT A students have been busy in Science learning about 
Ecosystems and now Chemical Changes! They learned 
about the physical properties of matter. Part of being a good 
scientist is learning to use the 5 senses to do observations. In 
an Integrated Science and Visual Art class, students learned 
about lines, colors and light. They then looked at different 
artistic renderings of flowers.  Next students observed live 
flowers. Finally, using watercolors, students created their own 
paintings inspired by what they were observing. Their final 
copies form a colorful “quilt” outside our classroom door on 
the third floor.

2012/2013
Kenmore Cougar Deadlines

ISSUE MONTH DEADLINE
Vol 12, No. 7 May 2012 Fri 4/19
Vol 12, No. 8 June 2012 Fri 5/17

Ms. Butterfield:
In English, HILT A/B and HILTx students have been 
studying poetry. They have learned about figurative 
language while analyzing poems. HILTex students have 
illustrated the poem “Cloud Zoo”, in which clouds resemble 
various animals. 
They will be reading the novel The Apprentice in the 4th 
quarter.

In Science, HILT A/B students studied Energy and wrote 
lab reports about the relationship between the mass and 
acceleration of objects in motion; and completed graphs 
showing the distance the objects traveled on the x and y 
axes. Next, they will start a unit on plants.
Ms. Herrera:
In HILT B English, the students read Love that Dog and 
wrote poems in the authors’ various styles, such as concrete 
poems. In Social Studies, students have been reading about 
the American Revolutionary War. In HILTex B, students 
have studied poetic devices, and applied to their own poetry. 
Ms. Rodrigues:
In HILT Math, students have finished the Measures of 
Center Unit. They made videos to explain the concepts 
studied during the unit, and created skits to demonstrate 
when it was appropriate to use the mean /median / mode.

Above: Mrs. Loriz’s flowers.

“Cloud Zoo” by Cristopher Lozano, gr. 7 ( Ms. Butterfield’s 
HILT ex A/B class. (Courtesy of Ms. Butterfield)


