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Principally Speaking
Dr. John Word, Principal
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Immigration Day
Andy Paparella, 7th Grade History

Nothing creates as much understanding and empathy as 
walking in someone else’s shoes. As an extension of our unit on 
immigration, the 7th-grade floor became a port of entry for non-
European immigrants.

On December 20th, students donned costumes and began the 
lengthy process of interviews, medical exams, mental aptitude 
tests, and currency exchange experienced by those immigrants 
who passed through Angel Island (CA), Ellis Island (NY) and El 
Paso (TX).

The effectiveness of the simulation became apparent as 
complaints of long lines and waiting periods increased. Students 
came away with a deeper appreciation of what immigrants in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries endured for a chance at a better 
life in America.

Immigrants who were unable to pass a station were able to 
appeal the decision before a judge. Those with questionable 
documentation appeared before the board of inquiry to await the 
judge’s ruling on deportation.

Dear Parents,  
I hope this letter finds you in good spirits. 

With so much activity at school and at home, 
this time of year can feel more like the holi-
daze than the holidays.

With the first quarter behind us and the 
second quarter well underway, I would like 

to update you on one of Kenmore Middle School’s initiatives 
regarding our effectiveness as a school. Over the past several 
years, Kenmore has gathered information through student, 
parent and staff surveys which has challenged the school to con-
sider ways to better engage each constituent group. These three 
groups--students, parents and staff--form the heart of our school 
community. Without strong perceptions of our effectiveness 
from any one of these groups, we are at risk of faltering in our 
mission to provide the very best education we can to your child.

We have formed subcommittees and focus groups with the 
sole purpose of improving the perceptions of our school by each 
constituent group. Previous survey results. 

When we reviewed the results this year they were good with 
some areas trending upward. For example, student perceptions, 
in general, were up last year compared with survey results of 
two years ago. Our parents’ response rate, however, was low, 
with only 19% of our parents completing the survey last year.
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Above: A student proves his intellec-
tual ability by completing a replica 
puzzle. Immigrants were required 
to pass medical exams, including a 
vision test. Below: Immigrants lining 
up to present their documentation to 
officials. A student sorting through 
her documents in the Document 
Room.

Box Tops
Helen Parkhurst, Stars Team Leader

Kenmore is participating in “Box Tops for Education”. Dona-
tions from this worthwhile program fund scholarship money 
for students who are in need of financial support throughout the 
year. 

The program is very simple. If you purchase an item with the 
“Box Tops For Education” logo on it, simply clip along the dot-
ted edge of the logo and return these box tops to school. 

Each “Box Top For Education” is worth ten cents. The collec-
tion box for this program is in the main office by the attendance 
desk. You can also put the box tops in Helen Parkhurst’s teacher 
box in the mailroom.   

There are over one hundred participating products. These 
products include General Mills cereals; Betty Crocker, Pillsbury, 
Ziploc, Kleenex, and Pop Secret; to name a few. 

Thanks so much for saving the box tops and participating in 
such a worthwhile project. The first submission for this year 
was Oct. 31 and we earned $170. The next submission date is 
March 30. Let’s see if we can double our earnings!

Thanks! 
Visit www.boxtops4education.com for more information.
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Principally Speaking
 Continued from page 1

We believe we can be great as a school 
community and by engaging in honest 
dialogue we can improve the perceptions 
of all stakeholders. We decided to focus 
on four areas from the parent survey:

— My child feels safe at school 
— Principal is responsive to concerns 

of parents and community
— My child’s school does a good 

job of getting important school info to 
parents

— Level of satisfaction with the quality 
of instruction that my child is receiving

The first step to addressing these issues 
has been to organize the engagement 
groups and discuss ways to communicate 
the school’s efforts related to the focus ar-
eas. We want to be sure you are aware of 
the ways in which we go about ensuring 
safety, being responsive, communicating 
and maintaining high quality instruc-
tion. We want you to know the following 
information about these four areas focus:

My Child Feels Safe At School 
Each student at Kenmore has an adult 

who advocates for them and with whom 
they have frequent communication and 
with whom they can confide. This is usu-
ally the TA/Excel teacher, but could be 

any member of the student’s 
team of teachers, grade-level 
counselor, or administrator. 
If you were unable to make 
parent/teacher conference 
day in the fall, you will have 
another opportunity in the 
spring to meet with the TA/
Excel teacher. In regard to feel-
ing safe at school, the school 
conducts safety audits, has 
frequent safety drills, provides 
education on how to navigate 
middle school and is proac-
tive in working to prevent and 
resolve interpersonal conflicts. 
In addition to the instructional 
work done through the Positive 
Behavior Interventions and 
Supports (PBIS) framework, 

the school also has a School Resource Of-
ficer who is an Arlington County Police 
Officer on site nearly full time. 

Principal is responsive to concerns of 
parents and community

I have an open door policy, meaning if 
you need to see me and if I am not other-
wise engaged, we will sit down and talk. 
The school does request, when possible, 
a meeting is scheduled in advance, but 
please know all members of the Kenmore 
administrative team are willing to meet 
with parents about concerns at any time. 
I meet with the PTA, Hispanic PTA, 
the parent engagement committee and 
individual parents on a regular basis. We 
communicate the direction of the school 
and various activities by sharing the daily 
announcements via email, periodic mes-
sages on school talk, a monthly column 
in the PTA newsletter and I am usually in 
attendance at most concerts, plays, recit-
als and athletic events.

My child’s school does a good job of 
getting important school info to parents

The school communicates important 
information via email, periodic messages 
on school talk, and now with the advent 
of Student Vue and Parent Vue, you can 
have up-to-date academic performance 
data. Many teams send home newsletters. 
The daily announcements are also posted 
every day on our website. Our Hispanic 
Family Liaison meets with our His-

panic families every month. We publish a 
school calendar on the web and even use 
the PTA list serve to send out important 
reminders. 

 Level of satisfaction with the quality 
of instruction my child is receiving

Kenmore has been celebrated for the 
quality of its instructional program from 
local, state, and even national organiza-
tions. Many of you chose to send your 
children here because of our arts and 
technology focus program. We believe 
teaching through integrating the arts and 
technology is the best way middle school 
students learn. This methodology has 
yielded positive academic results for our 
students. Kenmore has been featured on 
the APS Snapshots for our technology 
education boat-building project. We have 
been recognized as a SMART Technolo-
gies Showcase School of the Year and 
featured in professional journals for our 
use of technology. We have the only 
fully enhanced technology classroom 
in the county. Our art students won an 
unprecedented amount of Scholastic Art 
Awards. Last year we sent four students 
to Thomas Jefferson High School for Sci-
ence and Technology. Our students have 
competed and won at the highest levels of 
the Virginia Junior Academy of Sciences 
science fair. This year we had the overall 
middle school winner for the Latino Art 
Poster Contest for the county. Our stu-
dents achieve in a wide range of pursuits, 
and we want you to feel confident in the 
quality of instruction your child is receiv-
ing while at Kenmore.

Please feel free to contact the school 
with your concerns, and we will make 
every effort to provide a solution. Middle 
school education can be full of challeng-
es, but this time in a young person’s life 
is also rich with possibility and potential. 
We need your support and constructive 
feedback so we might continue to reform 
our practices and engage all of our stu-
dents in meaningful learning experiences.

Thanks for your support and for your 
families’ commitment to achievement. 
Together we can unlock the potential of 
our amazing students. Best wishes for 
a healthy and joyful holiday and a most 
productive 2014.
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KENMORE PTA OFFICERS

KENMORE ADMINISTRATORSKenmore PTA News
Guia Wallace, PTA President

Welcome back to school everyone!
This is a perfect time to fulfill your New Year’s Eve resolution to become more 

involved in your student’s school. We are gearing up for our main fundraiser of the year, 
the Silent Auction, which will be held in late March. Nina Austin, our Silent Auction 
Chair, is looking for volunteers. Please contact her at nwaustin@verizon.net if you can 
help.

Parent participation in our school is vital to its success. Volunteering, membership 
in the PTA or chaperoning an activity is a fundamental way to support the teachers and 
staff at Kenmore. There are many opportunities to be involved and still a few positions 
open:

  Dine Out for Kenmore Chair
  Legislative Chair
  E-scrip Coordinator
  Silent Auction Setup
  Silent Auction Clean Up
  Silent Auction Thank Yous
  School Supply Fundraiser
The December PTA meeting was cancelled due to school closures for bad weather. 

The next PTA meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014, at 7:00 pm in the 
library. Jana Lyott will report on the work of the APS School Transportation Committee. 

Our school directory will be distributed in January. Due to the inherent limitations of 
“backpack mail” please check your student’s backpack for your copy. I want to thank 
Toby Davis, Dennis Price and Ali Neal for their tenacious effort to complete this project. 
Ali has been working with Emily Harvey, our school registrar, as well as Raj Adu-
sumilli, the Assistant Superintendent of Information Services to gather the information 
necessary to compile the directory.

Please link your Safeway, Harris Teeter, Giant and Target cards to Kenmore. Safeway 
will now contribute to Kenmore for purchases made using cash or debit cards only. 
Make sure your card is linked as these programs require renewal each year.  http://www.
apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1788/grocerycards-1.pdf

If you have not yet joined our listserves, please subscribe to the PTA list (important 
announcements) by sending an email to kenmore_pta-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
(there is an underscore after the word “Kenmore”). The Kenmore forum is an unmoder-
ated listserve where people can ask questions and share information. You can subscribe 
by sending an email to kenmoreforum-subscribe@ yahoogroups.com

Sincerely,
Guia Wallace
PTA President 2013-2014

mailto:nwaustin@verizon.net
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1788/grocerycards-1.pdf
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1788/grocerycards-1.pdf
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The Kenmore Show Time and Concert Choirs performed their 
Annual Winter Concert on Wednesday, December 11th at 7 pm in 
Kenmore’s Black Box Theater.

Despite missed school rehearsals because of the school closings, 
the concert was a success. Students sang a variety of songs such 
as We’re Here to Sing, Sing Alleluia Allelu, You Have Wings to 
Fly, Esta Es el Tiempo (This is the Time), Let Freedom Ring, and 
Skyfall from the box office hit Skyfall. In addition, the choirs sang 
seasonal songs such as Let it Snow, How Many Nights, and Carol 
of the Bells.

There was a piano solo by Grace Young, a solo sung by Saman-
tha Rios, and the holiday classic Winter Wonderland sung by Marin 
Bultena, Paula Romero, and Charlotte Smith.

The concert concluded with its annual audience sing-a-long 
Frosty the Snowman.

It was a wonderful evening with lots of music and fun. We look 
forward to seeing you next year.

Annual Winter Choral Concert
Rai Faison

Congratulations Kenmore Fencing Team!
Shauna Dyer, Arts and Communications Technology 
Focus Coordinator

November’s Student of the Month
Israel Salas

Kenmore’s Fencing Team won the Middle School Team 
Epee Tournament held Saturday, December 14, at Madison 
Community Center. The team beat Williamsburg and Jefferson 
middle schools for the championship.

Team:
Jack Steuble, team captain
Sam Gerardi
Sophia Wallace
Leah Felsenheld

TEAM  STUDENT
CLIPPERS  Ziyan Rattelman
SCHOONERS  Juan Cardenas
EXPLORERS  Roman Dangel
FLIERS  Jennifer Guzman
COMETS  Grace Young
STARS  Janelle Briley
PRODUCERS  Acsa Lemus
ENCORE  Katherine Blas
GLOBETROTTERS Sonia Vargas

Chorus Bringing holiday cheer
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Thoroughly Modern Millie, Jr!
Shauna Dyer, Arts and Communications 
Technology Focus Coordinator

This is a big show that will appeal to all ages. 
There will be great singing, tap dancing, love, vil-
lains and more! 

There will be three performances. Two will take 
place the evenings of January 9th and 10th at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free but donations are welcome. 

There will be one performance during the day on 
Thursday, January 9th at 10 a.m. Kenmore has invited 
five elementary schools to attend this showing. There are 
still seats available. If you know of an elementary school 
(private or public) which might like to attend, please pass 
along this invitation. We do not have funds to pay for buses, 
but we have free seats.  Interested schools should contact 
Shauna Dyer directly via phone or e-mail.

The production is about an hour and 20 minutes long. 
“THOROUGHLY MODERN MILLIE JR.”, takes place in 
New York City in 1922. Young Millie Dillmount has just 
moved to the big city in search of a new life for herself. 
It’s a New York full of intrigue and jazz – in a time when 
women were entering the workforce and the rules of love 
and social behavior were changing forever. Filled with fun 
flappers, dashing leading men and a dragon-lady villainess 
audiences will love to hate. THOROUGHLY MODERN 
MILLIE JR. is a perfectly-constructed performance of 
madcap merriment.

 Please share the attached flyer with family, friends, and 
neighbors.

 Encore Stage and Studio Playwrit-
ing Course
Shauna Dyer, Arts and Communications Technol-
ogy Focus Coordinator

Bowen McCauley Dance Classes 
return to Kenmore
Shauna Dyer, Arts and Communications Tech-
nology Focus Coordinator

How does it feel not to fit in? Were you ever worried 
about making friends and being accepted by other students 
when you first came to Kenmore? Would you like to re-
argue your worst fight with your parents and get the last 
word?

This is your chance to tell your story, YOUR way. The 
playwriting class will meet every Wednesday from 2:35-
4:15 p.m. from January 22nd to March 12th. The cost is $30 
per student, partial scholarships are available. Complete the 
registration form attached and return it to Ms. Dyer in the 
main office.

Kenmore is pleased to announce its continued partner-
ship with Bowen McCauley Dance (BMD), a profes-
sional contemporary dance company based in Arlington. 
Through this partnership Kenmore will be offering a 
special program for students with a strong interest in 

dance. Selected students (up to 30) will become The Junior Com-
pany and receive dance instruction from members of BMD on 
Wednesdays from 2:35-4:10 p.m. at Kenmore, beginning January 
29th. The Junior Company, led by BMD professional teaching 
artists and Outreach Director Joanna Janascius, will perform with 
BMD on April 25th and April 26th at Kenmore as part of a school 
performance and the Move Me Festival. 

In order to participate in the program, students must:
• Have a strong interest in dance (no past experience re-

quired but is helpful)
• Audition for the program on January 15th at 2:35 p.m. 

Callbacks scheduled for January 22nd
• Attend all classes - attendance is a priority!
• Participate in all rehearsals and performances
If this program is of interest to your child, please encourage him 

or her to audition. Students may audition in their gym clothes, 
sweat pants or dance wear. Feel free to call Shauna Dyer (703) 
228-6793 with any questions about this exciting opportunity 
planned for 2014.

For more information about BMD visit their website.

Ms Juengst and Ms McCormick recommending their favorites at the 
Book Fair

http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1742/millie copy.jpg
http://www.apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1742/encoreflyer.pdf
http://www.bmdc.org/
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Paws of Honor
Student team deed

Alex Danels Clippers Found a student’s folder and turned it in
Annissia Bonsu Clippers Helped library staff by delivering a book to a classmate 
Christian Arce Clippers holds the door open on 3rd floor for students before excel

Cristian Arce Clippers Assists holding the door for every single 6th grade student who enters in 
the morning

Diana Guzman Clippers Turned in a pencil pouch
Jamie Nixon Clippers Turned in a pencil pouch

Michelle Rodriguez Clippers turned in cell phone
Tim Martel Clippers gave a students belongings that were left  by a locker to a teacher 

Azelia Gonzales Schooners being kind and helpful to peers
Brooke Weiser Schooners Helped new  teachers set up their bulletin boards

Caroline Chappell Schooners Helped new  teachers set up their bulletin boards

Caroline Chappell Schooners turned in a lost purse
Chloe Lanyi-Lari Schooners Turned in money she found

Christine Hernandez Schooners Found a backpack and brought it to the main office
Christopher Walz Schooners Turned in money he found 

Josie Baker Schooners Helped new  teachers set up their bulletin boards
Josie Baker Schooners turned in lost purse
Kyle Heaton Schooners helped student pick up fallen papers in stairwell
Roy McCoy Schooners Turned in a wallet with money in it

Devon Wilmoth Explorer Helped student 
Giselle Copa Explorer opened door to the school for a staff member

Hansel Gomez Explorers Helped student pick up  dropped belongings
Lamia Kaiser Explorers Helped  student pick up her dropped belongings
Omar Nasir Explorers helped student pick up  dropped belongings

Victoria Lima-Claros Explorers Helped student pick up her dropped belongings

Cesar Torres Fliers Assisted holding the door during the fire drill and helped a classmate with 
the greatest degree of responsibility

Kimberly Argueta Fliers turned in cell phone 
Kimberly Argueta Fliers Sought adult help for an elementary student in need

Miguel Bautista Fliers Helped staff member locate students during lunch and provided interpreta-
tion services  

Richard Kouar Fliers Unstacked all chairs in excel in am without being asked
Acsa Lemus Comets Turned in $3 she found

Bezawit Shimeles Comets Turned in $3 she found
Fatou Diallo Comets Found a pencil pouch and brought it to the office

Gonzalo Valenzuela Comets Turned in a driver’s license
Hamid Lakrouchni Comet Turned in a cell phone he found

I’shae Collins Comet Provided food to a peer who forgot lunch
Jaylan Fall Comet Turned in $10 he found which was returned to owner
Jaylan Fall Comets Turned in $5 he found
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Paws of Honor
Student team deed

Kyrah Smith Comet turned in a lost purse
Mario Chacon-Barrientos Comets Turned in a cell phone he found

Mayra Sanchez Comet turned in a lost purse
Tariq Gardner Comets Turned in money he found and returned to owner
Tariq Gardner Comets Helped student pick up dropped belongins

Valeria Figueroa Comets Found a pair of prescription eye glasses and brought it to the office

Alberto Garcia Stars
Helped teacher organize classroom by pushing chairs neatly behind the 
desks

Andy Tunchez Stars Turned in a cell phone he found
Autumn Gromada Stars turned in cell phone
Carlos Solis-Vidal Stars Writes homework on board daily
Consuelo Figueroa Stars turned in cell phone

Jack Steuble Stars waters classroom plants
Janelle Briley Stars posts the PAWS certificates in the main hallway display
Jeffrey Zavala Stars Inventory control/pencil sharpener in Excel
Karen Torrico Stars Stamp agendas in class
Karen Torrico Stars Being kind and helpful to peers
Karla Estrada Stars Stamp agendas in class

Larry Carpenter Stars Inventory control/pencil sharpener in Excel
Malate Alemu Stars Turned in $3 she found
Marla Orozco Stars Found a pair of prescription eye glasses and brought it to the office
Noel Quezada Stars Takes Attendance in Excel and in English class

Sarah Abdelgelil Stars Turned in a pencil pouch
Serena Wigfall Stars Excel treasurer/recorder

Francisco Portillo Globetrotters Helped staff member organize classroom

Spirit Week - Twin Day



Page 9

January 2014 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 13, No. 2

6th Grade News
Terri Bull - Clippers & Amy Juengst - 
Schooners

Our recent Career Day visits were 
designed to show some of the many 
opportunities available for those willing 
to work hard. By the end of 6th grade, 
students will have acquired many crucial 
life skills, learning to apply them inside 
and outside of school helps boost success!
Collaborative Lessons

The students have just finished an inte-
grated unit of a science, art and English. 
Posters created by the students illustrate 
the integration of these areas related to 
the students’ recent visit to Smithsonian 
Environmental Research Center (SERC). 
While visiting the marsh, students wrote 
snatches of sensory impressions, took pic-
tures and evaluated scientific data.

Later, working in groups, they created 
word banks of nouns and adjectives to 
describe the pictures they took, what they 
sensed, and how they felt at SERC. After 
studying stanza forms and poetic devices, 
they wrote poems. Their pictures were 
matted with colors designed to bring out 
the photographic elements emphasized in 
their poems to create thoughtful, evoca-
tive posters. Be sure to visit our hall to 
see their work.
Clipper Awards Ceremony 

In a special ceremony, Clippers cel-
ebrated their accomplishments in earning 
high grades (All-A’s and A-B’s Honor 
Roll), and Conduct Roll awards for exem-
plary behavior. Recognition was given to 
students participating in clubs, activities, 
sports, and performing groups. Clippers 
receiving Paws for Honor were com-
mended for their service to others. 

Thanks to the wonderful support from 

Reading
Reading classes are studying different 

genres and beginning reading circles.
Social Studies

Students are finishing their work on 
explorers and moving toward colonial 
times.
Math

Mathematicians are redoubling their 
efforts in multiplying and dividing frac-
tions. Decimals are another way of under-
standing fractions. Practice with money is 
practice with fractions.

Parents can reinforce these concepts by 
having students:

- Adjust recipes (convert a recipe for 8 
to one for 4)

- Measure ingredients (1/4 cup, ½ 
teaspoon)

- Calculate sale prices (how much will 
it cost in a 20% off sale?) 

- Make change (if the item is labeled 
4/$1.00, how much will you get back if 
you buy three?)

- Observe traffic signs (exit ½ mile 
ahead)

Kenmore’s PTA, students received special 
pins recognizing their efforts to complete 
all their assignments in a timely manner. 
These pins may be proudly displayed on 
their new Cougar lanyards. The PTA and 
former Kenmore parent, Laurel Carlson, 
have also begun providing snacks to sus-
tain and encourage the students who are 
staying after school.
Science 

Clipper scientists walked to Bluemont 
Park to test the water in the creek. They 
observed how tannin from fallen leaves 
has turned the water black. Student assays 
also showed high levels of fecal coliform 
bacteria (FCB). This bacteria is normally 
present in the intestines, but must be 
monitored in drinking water. In addition, 
tests showed dangerously low levels of 
dissolved oxygen, about 38% instead of 
100%. Clipper scientists must now de-
termine what caused these problems and 
decide if they can help.
English

English classes have worked on poetry, 
grammar, and word choice in writing. In 
addition to their SERC project students 
are developing their narrative skills in 
preparation for science-English integrated 
stories on water droplets. Vivid verbs, 
adjectives, and adverbs will enrich these 
tales.

Clippers studying linking verbs
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7th Grade News
Dotsy Fraker - Explorers  & Lindsay Perkins - Fliers

Using the art of tableau students demonstrate their understanding of novels

American Studies
To make the past come alive, students 

participated in “Immigration Day.” The 
simulations were designed to help them 
acquire a deeper understanding of the 
times, the people, and the concepts they 
have been studying in class. 
English

Students in Ms. Perkins’s classes have 
been taking part in the National Slice 
of Life Project. In November, students 
created their own English-class websites 
using Google Sites. They published their 
slices—short descriptions of specific 
moments in their lives—on their sites. All 
students involved in the project were then 
invited to visit the sites of other students, 
read their slices, and give positive and 
constructive feedback to the authors us-
ing the site’s comment feature. Ask your 
students to give you a tour of their sites 
and slices!

Mrs. Fraker’s students concluded 2013 
with the analysis of historical fiction 
novels. Collectively, students read and 
shared seven different novels focused on 
the Civil War, World War II, the Harlem 
Renaissance, the Great Depression, phre-
nology in the 1840s, Chinese immigra-
tion to San Francisco at the time of the 
1906 earthquake, and prejudice within a 

fictitious southern Virginia town in 1956. 
Using the art of tableau, students demon-
strated their understandings of the novels.

In January, students on both teams will 
begin the study of poetry with a special 
focus on the poetry of Langston Hughes 
and the Harlem Renaissance. Their work 
will culminate in poetry performances 
during an evening coffee house scheduled 
for Friday, February 21, 2014. Mark your 
calendars!

Life Science
During the second quarter, students 

worked on concepts involving cells, 
including some project options based on 
student interest and level of understand-
ing. As school came to a close in Decem-
ber, students completed their science fair 
projects. After winter break, students will 
be working on class presentations and 
reflections as they prepare for the Science 
Fair. The Science Fair will be held during 
the day on January 15th. All parents are 
invited to peruse projects and engage 
community partners during Science Night 
the evening of January 16th. Addition-
ally, all students will be going to the 
Outdoor Lab towards the end of January. 
Dates will vary based on team and class 
period. Please look for permission slips, 
the opportunity to volunteer and general 
information which will come home via 
backpack mail early in January. From the 
science teachers to parents: “Thank you 
for all of your support this quarter!”

Math
Seventh grade students in math 8 are 

embarking on the study of algebra. They 

are studying functions – solving equa-
tions with two variables – and they are 
learning how to graph these equations.

Seventh grade math students are 
learning about ratios, rates and propor-
tions. They are learning how to compute 
discounts, sales tax, and tips. Parents, ask 
your seventh graders to figure out the tip 
to leave for wait staff the next time you 
dine in a restaurant.

8th Grade News
Brendan Blackburn - Comets 
& Helen Parkhurst - Stars

Language Arts
The Comets and Stars are balancing a 

rich and demanding curriculum, which 
exacts left-brain grammar and analogies 
study with more right-brain productions, 
such as Reader’s Theater script and po-
etry writing. To that end, we are inspired 
by William Shakespeare’s Midsummer 
Night’s Dream and various civil rights, 
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apartheid-era books and novels whose collective muse was 
Martin Luther King, Jr. In turn, our English students are par-
ticipating in APS’s MLK, Jr. Literary and Visual Arts contest. 
Much of the work is stunning.

We have also practiced business letter formats by thanking 
our most influential Career Day speakers who took time to 
enlighten us on their professions on December 5th.

We are assigning reading over the winter break to ensure our 
students are always in possession of a good book. Thanks for 
supporting that goal at home!

Geography
In world geography, students are beginning to look at eco-

nomic and population geography. Students will become adept 
at analyzing key demographic statistics such as literacy and in-
fant mortality rates, and life expectancy in order to determine a 
country’s level of development. We have also begun discussing 
the implications of population growth in developing countries. 
Using the United States as a threshold for a developed coun-
try, students will be able to make a quantitative and qualita-
tive judgment about the quality of life in countries around the 
world. Next, students will start the world regional approach to 
the course, visiting each world region to learn about cultural, 
economic, and physical geography.

Science
In science, students have submitted their science fair proj-

ects. These projects will be graded and returned with feedback 
so students can improve them before the January 15th science 

fair. 
Students have just finished learning about atoms and the Peri-
odic Table. We will then apply this knowledge to understand-
ing the processes of chemical bonding and chemical reactions. 

Math 8
The math 8 students spent the first part of the quarter apply-

ing percents to real life activities involving discounts, sales 
tax, and interest. Currently, students are completing an arts 
integrated project where they are creating a design using four 
different shapes. They are role-playing being a fabric designer 
and have been given the task of creating a design that will 
tessellate. The ability to see patterns in life is a very important 
mathematical concept being reinforced with this activity.

Algebra – Stars and Comets
The algebra students have been learning how to graph equa-

tions using tables of values, x and y intercepts, and ultimately 
the slope-intercept method. Students have mastered “slope” 
and hopefully realize it refers to the rate of change. Graph-
ing calculators have been introduced and are to be used as a 
checking tool. There is a lot to learn regarding the graphing 
calculator. Determining line of best fit as well as graphing lin-
ear equations are a few of the lessons we will cover. The third 
quarter will find the students learning how to write linear equa-
tions to model life situations. They will also be writing systems 
of equations to model real life situations and then solving the 
systems. The graphing calculator will continue to be used as a 
checking tool.

Congratulations Kenmore Soccer Team!
Undefeated Champions
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Date Time Event Name
Thu Jan 2, 2014  6th Grade SRI Test 

Fri Jan 3, 2014
 8th Grade SRI Test 
 7:50am – 8:20am Principal’s Forum 

Mon Jan 6, 2014  7:50am – 8:20am PBIS Lesson (EXCEL) 
Tue Jan 7, 2014  6th Grade Math Bench Mark Tests 

10:30-11:30 am MS Transfer Orientation

Thu Jan 9, 2014
 All day 7th Grade Benchmark Test 
 10:00am – 11:30am Thoroughly Modern Millie (Elementary Show) 
 7:00pm – 9:00pm Thoroughly Modern Millie (ACT II) - Kenmore Theater 

Fri Jan 10, 2014
 1:00pm – 2:15pm Thoroughly Modern Millie (Kenmore students)
 7:00pm – 9:00pm Thoroughly Modern Millie (ACT II) - Kenmore Theater 

Mon Jan 13, 2014  All day Access Testing 

Tue Jan 14, 2014
 All day Access Testing 
 8:30am – 9:30am MS Transfer Orientation 

Wed Jan 15, 2014
 All day Access Testing 
 12:00pm – 2:30pm Science Fair - Kenmore Gym and Black Box 
 2:30pm – 4:15pm Bowen McCauley Dance 

Thu Jan 16, 2014
 All day Access Testing 
 5:30pm – 7:00pm Science Night 

Fri Jan 17, 2014
 All day Access Testing 
 All day End of Quarter 
 7:50am – 8:20am Kenmore News 

Mon Jan 20, 2014  All day MLK Day-No School 
Tue Jan 21, 2014  All day Grade Preparation Day 

Wed Jan 22, 2014

 All day 8th Grade LA Benchmark Tests 
 All day Outdoor Lab (Fliers) 
 2:30pm – 4:15pm Bowen McCauley Dance 
 2:30pm – 4:15pm Playwriting Class 

Thu Jan 23, 2014

 All day 8th Grade LA Benchmark Tests 
3:15 p.m. Wrestling vs. Swanson
3:15 p.m. Boys’ Basketball @ Swanson

 All day Outdoor Lab (Fliers) 

Fri Jan 24, 2014

 All day Outdoor Lab (Explorers) 
 All day Grade 8 Math Bench Mark Tests 
 All day String Day (6th grade Orchestra) 
 7:50am – 8:20am Principal’s Forum 

Periods 1-3, 5 and 6 Reality Store

 Ke nmore Calendar
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