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Kenmore PTA News
Guia Wallace, PTA President

The Kenmore Hispanic community invites you to join our meet-
ing on the fourth Saturday of every month. 

On March 28th we will continue the topic  “How to improve com-
munication with your teenager” lead by speaker Michael Swisher of 
the Arlington Partnership for Children, Youth and Families.

Michael comes to the Partnership after 15 years with Arlington 
County Parks & Recreation. He worked with at-risk youth for five 
years in the Columbia Heights West neighborhood (where he now 
resides) and in 2001 moved into the Therapeutic Recreation Office 
where he developed and ran programs and camps for children with 
disabilities and youth-at-risk. Part of his work also involved support-
ing prevention efforts throughout Arlington. He has been an active 
member of the Gang Task Force, and helped get the KISS Commit-
tee off the ground. http://www.apcyf.org/

Kenmore Hispanic Meeting
Janeth Valenzuela, PTA Vice President

KMS Wrestling Cougars
Great job with a hard fought season and good showing at the county 
level. Thanks to Coach Vital, the wrestlers, and KMS fans who made 
the season a success.  Character Counts.

A very big thank you to everyone who 
joined us at the Silver Diner on Thursday, February 26th. It 
was wonderful to see so many familiar faces. 

Join us for a DC United Game on Saturday, April 11th, 
against the New York Red Bulls. Tickets are $18 each, with a 
portion going to the PTA.  We are also offering an “On-Field 
Experience” for 18 students for an additional $10. These 
students will be at the High Five Tunnel to greet the players 
as they come on the field. If more than 18 students sign up, 
participants will be selected at random. Order forms can be 
found here 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 9th, from 10:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. for Kenmore’s Spirit Day. Who will be dunked in 
the dunk tank? Who will have a whip cream pie smile?  Will 
somebody be duct taped to the wall? More details to follow.

Guia

Principally Speaking
Dr. Betty Spencer-Chapman, Assistant Principal

Three Important Surveys to Help Us Improve Our School 
and Your Child’s Education

Arlington Public Schools continues to focus on finding 
ways to improve student learning. Constant feedback and 
support from families have assisted in achieving Arlington 
Public Schools goals while focusing on areas that will enhance 

http://www.apcyf.org/
http://apsva.us/cms/lib2/VA01000586/Centricity/Domain/1742/DCU%20Order%20Form_2nd%20School%20Kenmore%201.pdf
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Check Out Check In
Milagros Martinez, Kenmore Check-In Pro-
gram Supervisor

The Kenmore Check-In program celebrated Black History Month with one day of 
community service by preparing bagged meals for the Arlington Street People Assis-
tance Network (A-SPAN) on February 24, 2015. 

In addition, Ms. Cheryl Robinson, Supervisor and Ms. Sharon Goode, Administrative 
Assistant of the Minority Achievement Department provided tickets for the Check-In 
program to “Selma” at the Regal Cinema Theater at Ballston Mall.

KMS Odyssey of the Mind 
Gerri Ratliff, Odyssey of the Mind Chair

Kenmore’s Odyssey of the Mind team placed third out of 14 teams in our division, the 
top Arlington school in that division, for their performance of Pandora’s Box.

Congratulations to 7th graders Lindsey Gradowski, Leah Felsenheld, Madison God-
win, Caroline Chappell, Zi Rattelman,  Atti Rattleman, and Shae Dempsey.

You all represented Kenmore well and made us proud.
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Paws of Honor
Israel Salas, HILT Resource Counselor

Student Grade Team Deed
Andy Lemus 6 Globetrotters Demonstrated integrity in the hallway by setting example
Liliana Melgar 6 Globetrotters Found a wallet and turned it in to the Kenmore office
Dalia Garcia 6 Innovators Helped pick up trash and loose school supplies in the halls
 Isaiah Jackson 6 Innovators Helped a student who fell in the gym

Catherine Ledesma 6 Innovators
Found a $1 bill in her violin case that was left by whomever had 
the instrument last year and turned it in

Jade Montano 6 Innovators Helped find an instrument a classmate had lost
Claudia Palacios 6 Innovators Helped a student at lunch
Rose Torres 6 Innovators Found a check and turned it in to the Kenmore office
Kevin Trejos-Hernandez 6 Innovators Helped a friend
Jordan Bussie 6 Trailblazers Helped teacher by providing information 
Cristina Benitez 6 Visionaries Found money and turned it in to the Kenmore office
Mahia Rahman 6 Visionaries Helped find an instrument a classmate had lost
Rocio Rivas 6 Visionaries Helped a teacher

Kevin Rodriguez-Hernandez 6 Visionaries
Found a picture of someone’s dog in the hall and posted it for the 
rightful owner to claim

Mikeira Sprigss 6 Visionaries Found $20 that belonged to Ms. Juengst 
David Aguayo-Pozo 7 Explorers Helped by picking up trash and putting chairs in place
Jordan Flores 7 Explorers Found a student’s lost notebook and returned it to her
Bryce Lewis 7 Explorers Put class items away for other students
Ariel Lynch 7 Explorers Helped a student pick up the belongings she dropped in the hallway
Jorge Munoz 7 Explorers Turned in a phone he found to the Kenmore office
Mulalem Rike 7 Fliers Saved a book from the trash and returned it to the library
Jose Uceda 7 Globetrotters Helped classmates in Math class
Sonia Vargas 7 Globetrotters Found a wallet and turned it in to the Kenmore office
Owen Benavides 8 Globetrotters Found a pencil pouch and turned it in
Criseyda Garcia 8 Globetrotters Found a wallet and turned it in to the Kenmore office

Yohany Mendoza 8 Globetrotters
Found a ring in the girls’ gym locker and turned it in Kenmoe of-
fice
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instructional programs and improve the school’s climate enabling 
the faculty and staff maintains a safe and orderly school environ-
ment conducive to learning.

Virginia Secondary School Climate Survey
The first of the three surveys to be administered is the “The 

2015 School Climate Survey” which began on February 1st. Fifty 
randomly selected 7th and 8th grade students are scheduled to 
take the survey on March 16th and 17th. Seventh and 8th grade 
teachers will also be required to take the Climate Survey. The 
Climate Survey is a required component of the school safety 
audit that is conducted annually. 

The purpose of the survey is to provide schools with informa-
tion on school climate and safety conditions in order to maintain 
a safe and orderly school environment conducive to learning. 
The survey measures student and teacher/staff perceptions of 
school rules and discipline, teacher-student relationships, student 
engagement in school, and the extent of bullying and teasing at 
school.

This survey is administered in 
alternating years; grades 7 and 8 were 
surveyed in spring 2013 and grades 
9, 10, 11, and 12 were surveyed in 
spring 2014. Grades 7 and 8 will be 
surveyed in spring 2015 and grades 9, 
10, 11, and 12 in spring 2016. There 
are two companion surveys, one for 
students and another for teachers and 
other professional staff. All teach-
ers and professional staff are asked 
to complete the survey. Schools may 
choose from two options for surveying 
students: (1) Survey all students; or (2) Survey a random sample 
of 25 students in each grade. 

The survey will be administered online during school. The sur-
vey will be anonymous, which means that students and teachers 
will not identify themselves. 

Data from the School Safety Survey program is combined with 
the Department of Education’s Discipline, Crime, and Violence 

Principally Speaking - Continued
Continued from page 1

database in order to identify patterns of structure and support that 
are associated with lower rates of discipline problems, suspen-
sions, and expulsions, as well as more positive student and 
teacher perceptions of the school climate. All schools receive 
reports of survey results for their school so that they can identify 
their strengths as well as areas for improvement. There are also 
supplemental reports of statewide research findings showing 
how student discipline and support practices are associated with 
positive educational outcomes, including safer school conditions, 
fewer disciplinary consequences, greater student engagement, 
and higher academic achievement.

The survey is conducted by the Virginia Center for School 
Safety in collaboration with the Virginia Department of Educa-
tion and the University of Virginia’s Curry School of Education 
and Youth Nex, the Center to Promote Positive Youth Develop-
ment. Survey data are analyzed and reported by the University of 
Virginia, funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of Justice, 
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention. 

School climate surveys provide schools with valuable informa-
tion to assess student and teacher perceptions of school condi-
tions. This information is used to improve school discipline and 
student support practices in order to maintain a safe and orderly 
school environment conducive to learning. The University of 
Virginia has conducted a series of studies using school climate 
surveys in Virginia schools. A brief summary of this research is 
here.

2014 Technical Report
2013 Technical Report
Additionally, the University of Virginia has published several 

findings related to the results of previous surveys, available in 
this series of documents: 

Issue 1: What is an authoritative school climate?
Issue 2: Authoritative schools have 

less teasing and bullying
Issue 3: Less student aggression to-

ward teachers in authoritative schools
Issue 4: Authoritative schools have 

fewer disciplinary infractions for ag-
gressive behavior

Issue 5: Authoritative schools have 
high achievement test passing rates

Executive Summary from the 2014 
Secondary School Climate Survey

2015 SITE-BASED SURVEY
The week of March 16-20th, the Office of Planning and Evalu-

ation will conduct surveys of students at each school. Teachers 
will be surveyed in late March/early April, and parents will be 
surveyed in late April and May. A summary of the results will 
be shared with principals so they can continue their efforts to 
improve the educational experiences for their students.

Parents/guardians will receive a survey by mail in mid- to late 

http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/VirginiaSchoolClimateStudies.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/StateTechnicalReport2014highschoolsurvey8-14-14.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/documents/2013SecondarySchoolClimateSurveyReport.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%201.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%202.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%202.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%203.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%203.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%204.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%204.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%204.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%205.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcscs/audit/student/14researchSummary/Virginia%20School%20Climate%20Survey%20-%20Practical%20Findings%20Issue%205.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/Exec%20Summary%20of%20State%20Technical%20Report%20for%202014%20High%20School%20Survey%207-30-14.pdf
http://www.dcjs.virginia.gov/vcss/documents/Exec%20Summary%20of%20State%20Technical%20Report%20for%202014%20High%20School%20Survey%207-30-14.pdf
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April. Families with multiple children will receive one survey per 
school, and will be asked to respond about the experience of their 
oldest child currently enrolled at the school. 

Parents have the option to complete a paper survey that they 
can mail back in a postage-paid envelope, and will have the op-
tion to complete the survey in English or Spanish. Parents will 
also have an option to take the survey online. 

The survey should take less than 10 minutes to complete. Re-
sponses are anonymous. Our contractor, the polling company™, 
inc./ WomanTrend will generate unique IDs so parents can take 
the survey online, but no information will identify who respond-
ed to the questions. 

Completing surveys online by May 1 will save us money on 
the return mail and the cost of the second printing. Surveys will 
be collected through May 29th. 

The Developmental Assets Survey
The Developmental Assets survey is a national survey that 

was developed by the Search Institute and covers key relation-
ships, experiences, skills, and values that all children and teens 
need in order to grow into strong, caring, resilient adults. It is 
administered in Arlington Public Schools every three years by the 
Arlington Partnership for Children, Youth & Families (Partner-
ship), alternating with the Partnership’s Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey (YRBS). 

Questions regarding any of these surveys should go directly to 
Regina Van Horne in Planning and Evaluation, (703) 228-2481.

Principally Speaking - Spanish Translation
PADRES – Encuestas realizadas en cada escuela (Site-Based 

Survey)
Las Escuelas Públicas de Arlington continúan centrándose en 

encontrar maneras de mejorar el aprendizaje de los estudiantes. 
La constante retroalimentación y el apoyo de las familias nos han 
ayudado a realizar nuestras metas y a enfocarnos en áreas que 
mejorarán nuestro programa educativo.

Durante las semanas del 9 al 20 de marzo, la Oficina de Planifi-
cación y Evaluación encuestará a los estudiantes en cada escuela. 
Los profesores serán encuestados a finales de marzo y a prin-
cipios de abril, y los padres serán encuestados a finales de abril 
y en mayo. El resumen de los resultados de las encuestas será 
compartido con los directores para que puedan continuar sus es-
fuerzos para mejorar las experiencias educativas de sus alumnos.

Los padres y tutores legales recibirán una encuesta por correo 
a mediados o finales de abril. Las familias con varios niños reci-
birán una encuesta por cada escuela y se les pedirá que respon-
dan de acuerdo a la experiencia de su hijo mayor actualmente 
matriculado en la escuela.

Los padres tendrán la opción de completar la encuesta impresa, 
en inglés o en español, y de enviarla por correo en el sobre pro-
visto con franqueo postal pagado. Los padres también tendrán la 
opción de tomar la encuesta en línea.

La encuesta deberá tomar menos de 10 minutos para comple-
tar. Las respuestas son anónimas. La compañía encuestadora 
contratada, the polling company™, inc./ WomanTrend, generará 
números de identificación únicos que los padres podrán usar para 
acceder a la encuesta en línea; estos no contienen información 
que permita la identificación de la persona que responda a las 
preguntas.

El completar las encuestas en línea antes del 1 de mayo nos 
ahorrará los gastos de franqueo postal y el costo de una segunda 
impresión. Las encuestas se recogerán hasta el 29 de mayo.

Preguntas acerca de este proceso deben ser dirigidas directa-
mente a Regina Van Horne, Oficina de Planificación y Evalu-
ación, al (703) 228-2481.
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Table Mania
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
In late January and early February, Kenmore art students displayed tables they made 
in art class at Ballston Mall in an exhibit entitled “Table Mania”. The school hosted an 
opening reception on February 3rd honoring the work of these students. The art work 
received lots of positive comments from the community and some students sold their 
work as a result. The exhibit was disassembled and reconstructed so it is now located 
near the main entrance of Kenmore.
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7th Grade Explorer students participated in a reality store sponsored by the Virginia Cooperative Extension on February 27th. March 
26th is the make-up day for the Fliers.

Reality Store
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator
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Talent Show - Feb 25, 2015
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Focus News
Shauna Dyer, Kenmore Focus Coordinator

March is Arts in the Schools month and there is a lot going on at Kenmore in con-
nection with the arts.

First, the band, chorus and orchestras all participated in their annual assessment 
performances. The Symphonic Band played grade 4 music two weeks ago and re-
ceived a superior rating from the judges. The chorus and orchestra had their assess-
ments this past weekend.

The Phillips Collection has part-
nered with several Kenmore teachers 
to develop arts integration lessons 
around their new exhibition “Man 
Ray: Human Equations, Mathematics 
to Shakespeare”, February 7th to May 
10th. Drawing from Man Ray’s prac-
tice of working in multiple media and 
moving between photography, painting 
and sculpture, art students learned 
about color field artists. Students ap-
plied this approach when they created 
their own color lanterns to photograph, 
focusing on light and color. Finally, students will manipulate these digital images to 
layer in surface area, circumference and sphere construction formulas to create new im-
ages. As part of this unit, students visited the Phillips Collection on March 3rd.

Sixth and seventh grade students worked with Mr. Wilson and Ms. Magee to construct 
a replica of Man Ray’s Obstruction out of coat hangers. This lesson helped students 

visualize exponents and understand any number raised to the power of zero is one. This mobile will be displayed in the main hall at 
Kenmore.

Finally, Technology Education students learned about Man Ray’s practice of still-life photography using wood figures and 3-dimen-
sional shapes and then restaging these images in paintings. Students are now creating their own figures (super heroes) using Master-
cam software and the 3-dimensional printer. Each day students write in their journals about their super heroes using prompts to help 

them create a setting and conflict for their heroes. 
Then, using their super heroes and the geometric 
wood models, students will create a still-life and 
photograph it like Man Ray. Students will then 
chose a setting idea from their stories and layer 
in images using Bryce and Photoshop to create a 
new image. Technology Education students will 
visit the Phillips Collection on March 26th.

On Friday March 20th, students participating 
in the Bowen McCauley Dance residency will 
perform along with the Bowen McCauley Dance 
company for the 6th and 7th grade at Kenmore. 
On Saturday, March 21st they will be a part of the 
Bowen McCauley Dance Move Me Festival that 
will take place at Kenmore from 1:00-5:00 p.m. 
This is a free program for families with many per-
formances, and hands-on arts activities. Come out 
and support our students and Bowen McCauley 
Dance. Looking ahead, the 6th grade ShowTime 
will present “Music Man, Jr.” on April 16th and 
17th at 7:00 p.m.
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Man Ray: Human Equations, Mathematics to Shakespeare
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6th Grade News - Trailblazers
Tiffany Mitchell, Trailblazers US History and Science Teacher

Trailblazers have a new logo! We had a 
design contest where we tasked our stu-
dents to create a logo for our team. Each 
excel submitted a design and students had 
a chance to vote on the top five. And the 
winner was…Juliette Sellgren from Ms. 
Crutsinger’s excel. Buttons were made and 
given to all trailblazer students and teachers 
featuring her awesome design. 

Science 
In science with Ms. Crutsinger and Ms. Mitchell we have been spending a 

significant amount of time learning about the parts of the watershed. Now, we are 
getting ready to start our watershed project in science class. Students will be form-

ing a watershed model out of salt dough and other materials. All of the hard studying and work they put into the watershed unit will 
pay off in this fabulous authentic assessment. Students even had a chance to practice building a watershed model using play dough. 

US History, Civics and Economics 
Students have been learning about the law of our land, the U.S. Constitution with Ms. Mitchell and Ms. Pollard. We began with the 

weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation then a simulation of the constitutional convention of 1787 where students acted as state 
delegates. Students also had a chance to apply their understanding of the Bill of Rights by analyzing real world scenarios. Up next, we 
will be exploring the structures of government and early U.S. presidents. 

English 
We are finishing up our Earth Force proposals, and we will be submitting them 

to the organization for a chance to have our ideas funded. Green Day Block One is 
proposing to change the impervious trails to pervious concrete trails by Bluemont 
Park. The students want to take care of the run-off that is bringing pollutants into 
the stream. Gold Day Block Two is proposing a countywide system of compost bins 
used to collect dog feces. This will lessen the amount of Fecal Coliform Bacteria in 
the water, improving the quality of the water for living organisms.

As you can see we are super scientists all around, and we look forward to finishing both projects 
before the end of the quarter.

Reading 
While continuing on our 40-Book challenge in Ms. Pinto’s class, students will also be working on an inquiry-based research project. 

This project will require students to use their non-fiction reading skills and strategies to find information on a topic unfamiliar to them 
and then use their public speaking skills to present it to their class. Please encourage your students to keep reading.  

Over the next few weeks students in Ms. Horton’s class will be working on writing hooks and compose multiple paragraph compo-
sitions. An essay hook is the first one-two sentences of an essay, its introductory part, which serves to grab a reader’s attention and let 
him decide whether he wants to continue reading this essay or not.
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Math
Students are learning one step, 

hands-on equations using manipula-
tive pictures to find the value of vari-
ables. Ms. Campbell has introduced 
an interactive white board app on the 
iPads for students to visually demon-
strate their understanding.

English
Students wrote compelling Earth Force competition proposals 

under the guidance of Ms. Allie Weber. Ms. Juengst has created 
several flipped classes, including a recent class on figurative 
language.

A flipped class is method of teaching 21st century learners. 
There are various techniques. The teacher may record herself 
teaching a topic and make it available online for students to 
access anytime. Students can use these items to work indepen-
dently but when they attend class in person, they are expected to 
bring questions and complete application or extension work. Sort 
of like homework in school, and teaching at home, i.e. flipped.

6th Grade News - Visionaries
Sharon Solórzano, Visionary Social Studies Teacher

In addition to writing student 
will be focusing on analogies and 
figurative language. Students will 
continue working on word parts 
and context clues. The SOL is 
coming up in a few weeks so daily 

warm ups will be dedicated to an SOL skill.
Math 
Math 6 students will be taking SOL review quizzes weekly. 

Students can correct quizzes using the quiz correction form 
posted in math resources. Tutoring is still being offered after 
school on Tuesday and Thursday.

Math 7 students have an upcoming unit on percent. Please use 
every opportunity to integrate real life examples at home. We are 
focusing on benchmark percents such as 10%, 25%, 50%, and 
75%. 

Students are beginning to write their first expository piece, a 
character trait essay.

Reading
Everyone is excited about our students’ progress toward their 

40-Book goal. Volunteers for the 40-Book Celebration are wel-
come - please contact Ms. McCormick or Ms. Juengst. 

In reading, students are participating in flipped lessons on 
comparing and contrasting non-fiction text structures. Students 
are also creating book trailer animotos. 

HILTEX ELA
Students in the HILTEX English/Reading class have been 

learning about idioms and how to use idioms in conversation 
and writing. It is easy to take idioms for granted if you grew up 
speaking English, but for someone who is learning English as 
a second language, idioms can be confusing and, often times, 

funny. Some of our favorite idioms include: case of the butter-
flies, early bird gets the worm, driving me up the wall, and up in 
the air.

Science
In Science, students have been researching about parts of a 

watershed. Students have learned about erosion and deposition 
in meandering streams, how lakes and reservoirs are formed, and 
how water moves through the water cycle. Ask your Visionary 
about infiltration, sublimation, and transpiration. Starting soon, 
students will create their own 3D models of a watershed using 
salt, unbleached flour, and a pan. 



Page 13

March 2015 The Kenmore Cougar Vol. 14, No. 6

6th Grade News - Innovators
Dorothy Lydon, Innovators English Teacher

US History, Economics & Civics:
Students are integrating the arts and improving their social 

studies skills, while learning about the Constitution. Students 
learned principles of art and design, including unity, emphasis, 
scale, and rhythm & movement. Students were placed in small 
groups to form design teams. Each design team was responsible 
for creating a piece of a quilt that represented one phrase from 
the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution. The results have been 
amazing.

What is going 
on with Innova-
tors? Note taking 
in science, environmen-
tal research in English, 
public speaking in reading, 
computer skills in social 
studies, book suggestions in 
math, integration, integra-
tion, and more integration.

Stephen Holland, a 
brain scientist and former 
teacher, explains the brain 
is designed to coordinate 
all its functions, integrating 

subjects reinforces all of them. Learn more at HiddenTalents.org.
US History
In American Studies patriots and loyalists weighed the advan-

tages of a monarchy against blossoming principles of democratic 
government. Study of the American Revolution has lead to analy-
sis of the Bill of Rights and the Constitution. 

Math
Mathematicians are using independent and dependent variables 

to solve real-world equations. Math 7 is converting percentages 
to decimals and fractions. It’s hard to figure out whether or not a 
store is offering a bargain without using these essential calcula-
tions. 

Reading
The 40-Book Project continues. Students should have complet-

ed at least thirty of the forty books by now. Several Innovators 
have read double the requirement. Please read aloud and discuss 
books with your family. 

Science
Innovator Scientists continue their study of water, our 

most important natural resource, and will soon create salt 
dough models of watersheds. Hand-in-hand with science, 
English classes have submitted proposals to Earth Force 
on ways to improve the water quality at Four Mile Run. 
Proposals include:

http://HiddenTalents.org
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7th Grade News
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers English Teacher & Lindsay 
Perkins, Fliers English Teacher

Civics Economics & History from 1865 to Today
In February, Kenmore 7th graders dug deeper into the issues of 

American history and started looking at some ways people have 
challenged the status-quo to make America a better place. This study 
built upon their previous lessons on citizens’ rights, the role of gov-
ernment, and the power of civic involvement. Students used tableau 
and art to express the significance of the problems and then looked 
for ways these problems could be solved—the way Progressive Era 
reformers did. Students also had the opportunity to participate in 
a simulation called Reality Store. (Explorer students have already 
participated; due to snow, Fliers will participate March 26th). The 
simulation—led by the Virginia Cooperative Extension of Virginia 
Tech and Virginia State University—challenges students to make 
prudent financial decisions when given total control over their own 
finances. Many students began to understand a little more clearly 
about the kind of choices and consequences that adult family mem-
bers make on a monthly basis.

 Distributing plastic bags to collect dog waste, and reduce Fecal Coliform 
Bacteria;
 Raising awareness of pollution with a Fun Run and signs;
 Replacing impervious concrete and asphalt with pervious cement;
 Adding rain gardens to allow more absorption and lower run off.

English
Poetry lovers will soon have a chance to enjoy an array of famous and off-beat poems. Each 

student will share a favorite verse or two in class poetry slams and read-abouts. We’ll also try 
our hands at writing poems. 

Word parts and text structures have occupied thoughts in reading and English. Text structures 
are ways of organizing thoughts to speak or write. Strategies include learning signal words:
 Cause and Effect: as a result, therefore, this led to, because, if…the, since, effect of, 
consequently;
 Description: such as, for example, for instance, most important characteristics, to il-
lustrate;
 Problem and Solution: the question is, the dilemma is, to solve this, one reason for the 
problem is;
	 Sequence	or	Process:	first,	second,	next,	then,	before,	after,	finally,	at	the	same	time;
 Compare and Contrast: like, however, same as, different from, similar, as opposed to, 
instead of.
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English
Bravo to all poetry performers who contributed to our 

successful coffee house – An Evening with Langston 
Hughes - on February 20th. And, thank you to all our 
wonderful parents who attended the event. Performers 
need an audience, and you gave them that. 

All English classes have moved on to reading and ana-
lyzing “The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes. It is a very 
compelling narrative poem that takes place in northern 
England and Scotland during the 1700s. It offers our 
students a story of love and betrayal while reviewing or 
relearning plot structure, theme, and figurative language. Contin-
ued analysis of fiction and nonfiction literature, identifying text 
structures, and building vocabulary skills with a focus on word 
parts will take us into April. Students continue to read books of 
their own choosing at school and at home, actively moving closer 
to the end-of-year challenge of having read at least 40 books this 
school year. 

Life Science
In Science, 7th grade has just finished up a unit on Genet-

ics. Students learned about the structure of DNA, the history of 
genetics, and the pros and cons of genetic engineering. The arts 
integration lesson for the third quarter was to write a Haiku about 
a concept of genetics and then illustrate the Haiku.

Next, seventh graders will be studying the classification of liv-
ing things.

Math
Cylinders and rectangular prisms! Students are using hand held 

materials to measure the external and internal sides of shapes in 
order to solve problems represented by rectangular prisms and 
cylinders. Also, Math 8 students are figuring out how to flip, turn, 
enlarge and shrink figures on a coordinate plane. These engaging 
activities are what math is all about.

8th Grade News
Brendan Blackburn, Comets World Geography Teacher

ENGLISH 8
SOLs are fast approaching, and thank you for encouraging 

your students to attend after-school tutoring for help in Gram-
mar and Writing skills. We are here on a daily basis for hands-on 
help. 

Mark your calendars for March 24th and 25th, when the 
Grammar and Essay Writing exams take place. Please help us by 
sending your child to Kenmore with a healthy, protein-packed 
breakfast, extra water and mints, and a good sleep for this SOL 
week kick-off. 

After the 8th graders experience more than their lion’s share of 
SOL Writing and Grammar testing, enter the lambs—and KMS 
poetry production. We are honing poetry skills along the contin-
uum ranging from traditional to experimental. Thanks to an APS 
Humanities grant, Spoken Word artist Regie Cabico is coaching 
our performers to inflect their poetry with greater confidence 
at the microphone. Students’ poetic works are continued to be 
accepted into various publication venues---Creative Communica-
tions, Words Out Loud, and Moving Words, to name a few. 

Last but not least, we continue to read real-life fiction and 
biographies in both short story and novel formats. The transition 

into Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream is in the offing, 
and with it, scene-by-scene enactments, language study, recita-

tion, and rhyme and meter review. 
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January & February’s Students of the Month
Israel Salas, HILT Resource Counselor

TEAM STUDENT
Trailblazers Christopher Robson
Visionaries Charlie Couture
Innovators Soledad Ignacio-Gonzalez
Explorers Henry Alves
Fliers Maddie Boerckel
Comets Tanner Smuthkochorn
Stars Roger Stanley
Producers Emma Wosje
Encore Karlie Boyd
Globetrotters Ronal Interiano
Legends Wilfredo Barrera

TEAM STUDENT
Trailblazers Shea Messman
Visionaries Francisco Melendez
Innovators Gideon Samson
Explorers Zi Rattelman
Fliers Liam Holland
Comets Esther Morales
Stars Omar Nasir
Producers Jackeline Mejia
Encore Mahum Noor
Globetrotters Angie Puerta Patino
Legends Miriam Gebreslassie

Box Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Comets & Stars Math Teacher

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education labels found on General Mills; Betty Crocker; 
Kleenex; Old El Paso; Ziploc; etc. products. There is a collection box in the main office.

Ms. Parkhurst really appreciates students and parents who contribute and is especially grateful to 
those who have graduated from Kenmore but still drop off box tops.

To review which products carry the logo, please visit the Box Tops for Education website for more information.
Just a reminder when submitting…it is greatly appreciated when the labels are cut along the dotted lines. The box tops must be in 

groups of 50 for submission. It’s so easy to group them when they have already been “cut to size”.
I would also like to continue to thank Ms. Wurz and her Life Skills students for cutting and bundling the box tops.
Thanks again for participating in such a worthwhile project to fund scholarship money for students who are in need of financial sup-

port throughout the year.

ALGEBRA
Algebra students will be focusing on quadratic equations in the weeks ahead. We will compare and contrast linear and quadratic 

equations regarding when they are used in real life and how they are graphed. Students will become familiar with the vertical motion 
model and its relevance to real life situations as the quarter winds down. Students will re-visit how to calculate and interpret standard 
deviation and z-scores of a given set of data depicting real-world contexts as we prepare for the End of Course SOL which will be 
given in May.

SCIENCE
Students are learning about Force and Motion. Afterward, we will begin Energy, Light and Motion. Students will prepare for the 

SOL at the end of May.
GEOGRAPHY
Geography students have been working on the Middle East/North Africa, and Sub-Saharan Africa. Students continue to explore eco-

nomic development, cultural patterns, conflict, and the physical geography of each world region. Students in Mr. Blackburn’s classes 
will participate in a Socratic seminar where topics of discussion will include the obstacles to peace in Israel & Palestine, as well as 
formation of a mutually agreeable peace plan. 

With only a few more units to go, students will turn their attention to reviewing for the World Geography SOL. Please help ensure 
your student’s notebook stays up to date with all the required assignments.

As we ready for the Reading SOL, we are also working on our final unit: the ways in which media deploy Aristotelian persuasive 
strategies in ad campaigns and editorial writing. The kids should be ready for the big test at the end of May. Thanks for your help.

www.boxtops4education.com
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Date Time Event
Tuesday, Mar 17 All Day PBIS Movie
Tuesday, Mar 17 12:45 p.m. - 2:24 p.m. String Base Workshop 
Wednesday, Mar 18 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, Mar 19 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Swanson @ Yorktown
Friday, Mar 20 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Kenmore News 
Friday, Mar 20 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance Assembly (6th and 7th grade) 
Saturday, Mar 21 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance Move Me Festival
Tuesday, Mar 24 All Day SOL Multiple Choice Writing 
Tuesday, Mar 24 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Pyramid Jazz Festival (WL) 
Wednesday, Mar 25 All Day Writing SOL (Paper) 
Wednesday, Mar 25 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, Mar 26 All Day Reality Store (Fliers) 
Thursday, Mar 26 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Phillips Collection Field Trip (Tech Ed 8th grade)
Thursday, Mar 26 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Williamsburg @Yorktown
Friday, Mar 27 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. Principal's Forum 
Friday, Mar 27 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Globetrotters Trip 
Saturday, Mar 28 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hispanic Parent Meeting 
Monday, Mar 30 All Day Spring Break
Tuesday, Mar 31 All Day Spring Break
Wednesday, April 1 All Day Spring Break
Thursday, April 2 All Day Spring Break
Friday, April 3 All Day Spring Break
Monday, Apr 6 All Day Grade Preparation Day (No Students) 
Wednesday, Apr 8 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, Apr 9 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 5th Grade Orientations 
Thursday, Apr 9 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Gunston @ Wakefield
Thursday, Apr 9 3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Track Meet vs. Williamsburg @ Kenmore
Friday, Apr 10 9:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 5th Grade Orientations 
Monday, Apr 13 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. PBIS Lesson 
Tuesday, Apr 14 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. PTA Meeting
Tuesday, Apr 14 3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Track Meet vs. Swanson @ Swanson 
Wednesday, Apr 15 All Day Report Cards go Home 
Wednesday, Apr 15 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, Apr 16 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ShowTime - Music Man, Jr.
Thursday, Apr 16 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Swim Meet vs. Jefferson @ WL
Thursday, Apr 16 3:15 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Track Meet vs. Jefferson @ Kenmore
Friday, Apr 17 10:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Music Man Assembly-6th Grade
Friday, Apr 17 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. ShowTime - Music Man, Jr.  

  Kenmore Calendar
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Date Time Event
Wednesday, Apr 22 All Day Theater/Dance NYC Trip 
Wednesday, Apr 22 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, Apr 23 4:15 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Swim Championship Meet @ WL
Thursday, Apr 23 3:15 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. Track Meet vs. Gunston @ Gunston
Saturday, Apr 25 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hispanic Parent Meeting 
Tuesday, Apr 28 9:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Ritz Community Service Project (FACS-8th Grade) 
Tuesday, Apr 28 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. County Track Meet @ Kenmore
Wednesday, Apr 29 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, May 30 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. County Track Meet @ Kenmore
Friday, May 1 All Day Music Trip to Hershey Park 
Monday, May 4 7:50 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. PBIS Lesson 
Wednesday, May 6 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Wednesday, May 6 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. Spring Choral Concert - Black Box Theater 
Thursday, May 7 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Spring Orchestra Concert - Auditoirum 
Friday, May 8 1:00 p.m. - 2:15 p.m. Music Assembly 
Friday, May 8 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Spring Band Concert - Auditorium 
Saturday, May 9 All Day Kenmore Spirit Day 
Tuesday, May 12 9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Ritz Carlton Trip (FACS) 
Tuesday, May 12 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. PTA Meeting 
Wednesday, May 13 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Friday, May 15 7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. Jazz Art Fundraiser 
Tuesday, May 19 All Day SOL Math 7, 8 Fliers 
Wednesday, May 20 All Day SOL Math 6, 7 Innovators 
Wednesday, May 20 2:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. Bowen McCauley Dance 
Thursday, May 21 All Day SOL Math 6, 7 (Visionaries) 
Friday, May 22 All Day SOL Math 7, 8 (Explorers) 
Saturday, May 23 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hispanic Parent Meeting 
Monday, May 25 All Day Memorial Day Holiday 
Tuesday, May 26 All Day PBIS Booster 
Tuesday, May 26 All Day SOL Math 7, 8 (Fliers) 
Wednesday, May 27 All Day PBIS Booster 
Wednesday, May 27 All Day SOL Math 8 (Stars, Comets) 
Thursday, May 28 All Day PBIS Booster 
Thursday, May 28 All Day SOL Algebra and Geometry 
Friday, May 29 All Day PBIS Booster 
Friday, May 29 All Day SOL World Geography (Stars and Comets) 
Saturday, May 30 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Hispanic Parent Meeting 
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