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Congratulations! 8th Graders
Judy Freeman, 8th Grade English Teacher

Congratulations to those 8th graders putting in extra work to prepare for 
English SOLs!

8th graders attending bi-weekly voluntary meetings held during ACTII on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays have raised their scores 23%. The scores of students 
invited but who chose not to participate decreased 7% when retested.

8th grade is a big year for Virginia SOL (Standard of Learning) testing. 
This is especially true for English. Students will be tested in three areas: (1) 
reading comprehension, (2) writing and (3) elements of language.

The first of these tests will grammar in just four weeks. This means just 
eight more opportunities to practice. Parents, if your child is one of the 69 
students invited to attend these special help sessions, please encourage them 
to attend. Volunteers are needed.

I can’t believe we are now well into the 3rd 
quarter. While it seems as though summer is just 
ahead, we still have a lot to do.

The Science Fair and Science Night were a 
success! Thank you to all the teachers, staff, 
students, and families who participated.

The PTA and DC United have teamed up again 
to offer Kenmore families discounted seats for 
a game against the New York Galaxy in April. 
Flyers will be given to children to take home 
sometime in March.

Come join us for another fundraiser at the 
Clarendon Silver Diner on Thursday, Febru-
ary 26th. Silver Diner will donate 20% of the 
receipts to the PTA.

There will be several PTA positions left vacant 
at the end of this year. If you are interested in be-
coming a PTA officer, please send me an email.

Guia

Kenmore Science Fair

Dr. John A Word, Sr. welcomes students with 
Kenmore Dance Pride despite the cold

The Kennedy Center’s Changing Education Through the Arts (CETA) 
Program

After fifteen years CETA is undergoing a significant change. Beginning 
next year, the 2015-16 school year, the Kennedy Center will select up to 
five schools to serve as Kennedy Center CETA Demonstration Schools. The 
Demonstration Schools will develop exemplary arts integration practices and 
serve as models nationally and internationally. 

Principally Speaking
Dr. John A. Word, Sr. Principal

kenmoreptapresident@gmail.com.
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KENMORE ADMINISTRATORSBox Tops for Education
Helen Parkhurst, Comets & Stars Math Teacher

Please continue to save the Box Tops for Education. Some 
of the more popular items with the logo include Betty Crock-
er, General Mills, Kleenex, Progresso and Ziploc products. If 
you would like a complete list please visit the website.

Thanks to all of you who are neatly cutting the box tops. I continue to appreciate the 
work Ms. Wurz and her Life Skills students do in cutting and bundling the box tops in 
groups of 50.

Thanks again for saving the box tops. The next submission date is March 1st.

This year we are trying something new and need your help to make it a success. 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday May 9th from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and plan to 

join us with the whole family for some awesome county-fair-like fun instead of the silent 
auction. 

Activities will be throughout the day so even if you can only spare an hour come and 
join the fun and help us meet this year’s goals. In the past the PTA has raised over $10K 
for Kenmore school programs, field trips, supplies and support for teachers and students 
through our annual auction.

Imagine a favorite in the Dunk Tank, or stuck upside down on the Velcro Wall, or 
watch to see which teacher can do the most back flips Bungee Jumping. You will also 
have the chance to enjoy Bungee Jumping, the Velcro Wall, “minute to win it games”, 
races, sports challenges and obstacle courses! Compete against your favorite teachers, 
friends and family to have fun and raise money for our wonderful school. 

Watch for opportunities to win free tickets, get early bird discounts and earn chances to 
win between now and May 9th.

Details on ticket sales, raffles, prizes and volunteer opportunities to follow!
Students start petitioning now for your teachers’ attendance and let us know what 

favorite songs you would like to be played during the school week for the Rockin’ Ken-
more Dance Minutes!

VOTE NOW for your favorite teacher’s participation and songs here
Next deadline to vote is Thursday February 20th!

Kenmore Spirit Day to be a New Tradition
Katherine McGwier, Kenmore Spirit Day Chair

www.boxtops4education
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Kenmore_Spirit_Day_Survey
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Principally Speaking
Dr. John A. Word, Sr. Principal
Continued from page 1

Currently, there are eighteen schools in the CETA program. 
Before deciding to pursue the new design we surveyed staff, 
engaged in a collaborative exercise to assess our strengths and 
challenges related to arts integration and considered parent and 
community expectations. We will be submitting an application 
for the new design. With this application we are committing that: 

- All teachers will continue to learn about and implement arts 
integration as one of their primary approaches to teaching. We 
agree to: 

Engage in intensive professional learning (workshops 
and courses, demonstration teaching, coaching in the class-
room to improve our skills, and study groups) to sharpen our 
understanding and skills so we can implement at least one arts 
integration strategy at an expert level across various curricu-
lum areas throughout the school year. 

Document arts integration lessons, participate in research 
about the impact of arts integration, and assist in communicat-
ing about our work nationally and internationally. 

Develop and pilot arts integration resources for the 
classroom (e.g., assessment resources, scope and sequence 
curricula). 

Host visitors, on a scheduled and limited basis, to observe 
instruction and discuss the program. 

- All students will be engaged in arts-integrated learning on an 
ongoing basis. 

- School administrators will have an enhanced role in creat-
ing an accountability system for teacher participation, observing 
instruction in classrooms, and communicating the arts integration 
focus to families. 

- School administrators and teacher leaders will work with 
school district administration and the Kennedy Center to iden-
tify joint research projects about the impact of arts-integrated 
instruction on student learning, especially for English Language 
Learners and special needs students. 

- Schools will make a three-year commitment for participation 
as a Demonstration School. 

We will continue to pay an annual membership fee. The Ken-
nedy Center will provide professional learning resources (e.g., 
courses, workshops, arts coaching, and demonstration teaching) 
to each Demonstration School. Applicants will be notified of 
their acceptance by Monday, March 23th.

- Priority will be given to applications from schools that have 
fully and successfully implemented the CETA program. They 
demonstrate:

Continuous growth of their arts integration program over 
the last three years

High teacher participation in CETA professional learning
High quality and frequency of implementation of arts-

integrated instruction
Involvement and support of a school administrator(s)
Fulfillment of CETA School Coordinator’s responsibilities
Community involvement through an annual Arts Integra-

tion Celebration
Implementation of their CETA Action Plan
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Visionaries & Innovators at Work
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6th Grade News - Visionaries
Sharon Solórzano, Visionary Social Studies Teacher

Congratulations to Visionary Alana McBride for winning 
3rd place in the Kenmore Geography Bee.

iPads
Visionary students have enrolled in iTunesU classes in Math 

and Social Studies. An iTunesU Science class is coming soon. 
Teachers upload announcements, lessons, readings, and videos to 
iTunesU for one click access. Favorite new iPad apps include My 
Homework and Quizlet. Ask your child to explain how Quizlet 
makes test prep engaging and challenging! 

Math

Students are transitioning from data analy-
sis to single and multiple step probability. Ms. 
Campbell reports students will be using a vari-
ety of hands on math activities and experiments. 
Roll the dice! 

English
We are beginning the Earth Force proj-

ect and competition. In addition, we will 
create our first expository piece of writ-
ing—analyzing a character from one of 
our lit circle novels. Students continue to 
analyze and incorporate their understand-
ing of text structures when reading and 
writing. Students refer to text structures in 

all core classes.
HILTEX ELA
To conclude our unit on conflict, 

guest teacher Ms. Allie Weber 
taught creative mind mapping. 
Students expressed creativity by 
drawing symbols to represent their 
characters and the conflicts charac-
ters encountered.

Reading
Students are working hard to complete their 40 book goal. 

They are currently creating “Top 5” lists to promote reading to 
each other. Please support your student by spending 30 minutes 
a night reading with them!

Science
We are studying properties of water, cohesion, adhesion, and 

universal solvent. Students tallied how many times they used 
water in their homes. They created beautiful drawings of water 
use in the community.

US History, Economics & Civics
Student historians are integrating the arts and improving 

their social studies skills, while learning about the American 
Revolution. Ask your child about Tableau and how it promotes 
focus and concentration! This is an active step-by-step approach 
endorsed by the Kennedy Center to empower students to take 
ownership of, and be responsible for, their own behavior while 
building skills necessary to establish a sense of self-control, ac-
countability, and teambuilding in our classroom.

Birthdays
The Visionary team has birthday twins! Ms. Bowen and Ms. 

Solórzano share the same February birthday.
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6th Grade News - Innovators
Dorothy Lydon, Innovators English Teacher

Sixth graders were so proud of 
their wonderful presentations for 
Science Night! Thanks to all who 
joined us to make it a successful 
evening.

“Team” is the operative word as 
Innovators find connections among 
subjects.

Conferences will be held all day 
on Friday, March 6th, but many 

teachers have slots open after school on Thursday, March 5th. 
Parents should receive confirmation of their appointments. If you 
have not planned a meeting, please contact your student’s Excel 
teacher to schedule an individual chat. 

Science
Science and English are combining strengths in their inves-

tigations of the environment, particularly ways to reduce Fecal 
Coliform Bacteria and increase dissolved oxygen in Four Mile 
Run. Because so much of Arlington is paved, the impervious sur-
faces have made storm runoff a major concern. Having tested the 
waters and charted the paved surfaces in the watershed, our sci-
entists continue to create diagrams and models as they research 
ways to address local problems. Sixth graders are enjoying the 
colorful history of Four Mile Run.

Both Ms. Alonzo’s and Ms. Castillo’s classes are learning to 
express themselves in tableaux. We are fortunate that our Chang-
ing Education through the Arts partnership (CETA) with The 
John F. Kennedy Center has brought a professional actor, Sean 
Layne, to help train our students in the art of tableau.

English
Reading and English are examining nonfiction text struc-

tures to learn how writing can be organized by cause and ef-
fect, comparison and contrast, process and sequence, problem 
and solution, and description and examples.

Online research will aide in proposal writing for Earth 
Force, which encourages students to try their own solutions 
for a cleaner environment.

FLES classes are reading biographies.
The goal of reading forty books has motivated students and 

teachers to meet and surpass this number. Book talks in Ms. 
Krockel’s classes reflect enjoyment and understanding across 
genres. Please encourage your students to continue to read, 
read, read!

Math
In Math 7 Innovators are finishing functions and sequences and 

will be moving on to proportions and similar figures soon. 
Mr. Petersen’s and Ms. Bowman’s classes are finishing data 

“Hey, diddle, diddle,
The Median’s the middle
You add then divide for the Mean
The Mode is the one that you see the most
And the Range is the difference between!”
 -www�skillsworkshop�org

analysis with mean, mode, median, and circle graphs. Here are a 
few key memory tricks, with thanks to the Cat and the Fiddle.

6th Grade 
News - Trailblazers
Tiffany Mitchell, Trailblazers US History and Science 
Teacher

We hope you all are staying warm this winter. We can’t believe 
how fast time is flying as we are in the beginning of the third 
quarter.

Math
In Math 6 with Ms. Pollard, students will be studying prob-

ability for the remainder of February. In Math 7 for 6th graders, 
students will be learning about sequences and functions. Hands 
on manipulatives will be used and there will be a focus on key 
vocabulary.

The following math key terms will be very important during 
the current unit. 

Science 
In Science with Ms. Crutsinger and Ms. Mitchell, students 

have been studying the water quality of Four Mile Run. Students 
have been working in groups to analyze their results based on our 
water testing field trip at Bluemont Park.
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7th Grade News
Dotsy Fraker, Explorers English Teacher & Lindsay 
Perkins, Fliers English Teacher

Although there are many positive aspects of the stream due 
to the high concentration of Fecal Coliform Bacteria (FCB) and 
low Dissolved Oxygen (DO) the students determined the water at 
Four Mile Run is unhealthy. Students will be using these results 
in English to create a solution and write a proposal. Next month, 
students will begin to brainstorm civic action projects to improve 
the water quality of Four Mile Run.

English
In English with Ms. Pinto, we are beginning our Earth Force 

project! We’ll be studying different parameters that cause un-
healthy water in Four Mile Run, choosing one to focus on. Then, 
we’ll begin researching solutions to one of these problems and 
write a proposal on it to submit to Agrium, a company helping us 
to work to try to fix problems in our water. 

In Ms. Horton’s Language Arts class we will continue to focus 
on word parts and their definitions. Students must be responsible 
and keep up with the weekly word part activities. In the next few 
weeks students will also be writing a personal narrative using 
various writing skills they’ve learned so far! Students will soon 
be focusing on change in conflict text. This will give the students 
a better understanding of the characters they are reading about. 
The 40 Book Challenge continues as kids rack up books week 
after week. Students have been asked to follow Ms. Horton’s 
Instagram (@Ms_Horton_KMS) to stay up-to-date on the latest 
reads and class activities. 

In Reading with Ms. Pinto, we are reviewing different text 
structures and analyzing passages to determine the text structures 
used. We are also continuing on with our 40-Book Challenge.

US History, Civics and Economics
In US History with Ms. Pollard and Ms. Mitchell students just 

finished the Colonial American Performance Assessment Task, 
where students used primary, secondary and video resources to 
research the political, economic and social life in the 13 colonies. 
They were tasked with using the evidence they gathered to create 
a persuasive brochure to convince settlers to come to one of the 
colonies. They finished out the month of January studying the 
American Revolution. Now we are exploring how our Nation 
came to be in the unit New Nation and The Constitution.

Civics Economics & History from 
1865 to Today 
In January, Kenmore 7th graders ex-
amined how immigration, industrial-
ization and westward expansion trans-
formed our nation. We explored the 
causes and consequences of emigra-

tion from all around the world to the growing American empire. 
We studied the different types of businesses that developed as a 
result. We looked back through the technological changes that 
made our modern lives (and social experiences) possible. In Feb-
ruary, we are picking up each of these issues and tracing them 
forward to see the way they continue to affect the United States. 
of the twentieth century in both good and bad ways. Importantly, 
students are going to practice using their skills as readers, think-
ers, performers, and creators to show how people struggled to 
make America better through protest, reform, entrepreneurship, 
and compromise.
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8th Grade News
Blackburn, Comets World Geography Teacher

English
English 8 is fully engaged in critical thought this month via 

close readings of African American no-fiction texts---from the 
slave narratives of Harriet Jacobs and Frederick Douglass to 
Malcolm X’s autobiography. We are writing book reviews on 
our independent readings, scripting and performing Reader’s 
Theaters, and submitting protest and portrait poems to the Words 
Out Loud Contest. 

Concomitantly, intensive grammar study is well underway as 
we prep for the March 24th and 25th SOLs.

As a reminder to all 8th grade parents: good sleep is well-
advised for these two testing days, as well as a good protein 
breakfast. From our end, the kids will be well-prepared for both 
Tuesday’s grammar and editing exam and for the following 
day’s open-ended writing prompt.

Thanks, Parents, for all your support
Algebra
The algebra students have been learning about systems of 

equations and systems of inequalities. They can make inferences 
and predictions about real-life problems algebraically. The re-
mainder of the third quarter will deal with exponents, polynomi-
als and factoring. Students have been encouraged to use induc-
tive reasoning to determine the laws of exponents. Polynomial 
expressions will be used to model real-world situations.

Geography 
Students in World Geography have been busy learning about 

World Regions. Both Stars and Comets have learned about Latin 
America; Africa, the Middle East, and East Asia are also being 
covered. Students continue to look at economic development 
in the region, cultural studies, as well as physical and popula-
tion geography. Students in Mr. Blackburn’s classes have just 
finished up their third quarter Arts Integrated project: GeoJin-
gles. Students were charged with writing an original song about 
a global environmental problem; they will be recording their 
songs after returning from the Presidents Day Holiday. Check 
the KMS website in the coming weeks for links to the songs!

Science 
8th graders are finishing up chemistry and will be starting 

Forces and Motion. The rest of the year will be the physics por-
tion of the class with lots of fun activities.

English 
All English classes have been focused on the poetry and life of 

Langston Hughes. Students read and analyzed many of Hughes’s 
poems, while also gaining an awareness of the life (1902-1967) 
and times of this famous African-American poet. While interpret-
ing the poetry, students also were learning about poetic device, 
and using those tools in the composition of their own poems. 
At this writing, we are looking forward to our annual coffee 
house – An Evening with Langston Hughes – in which students 
will perform the poetry of Hughes and their original poems to an 
audience of their families. We hope the February 20 event will 
not be cancelled due to a weather system. After the 20th, we will 
be working on the composition of essays and the analysis of lit-
erature, fiction and nonfiction. Students continue to read books of 
their own choosing at school and at home, actively moving closer 
to the end-of-year challenge of having read at least 40 books this 
school year. 

Life Science
Congratulations to all students who participated in the Science 

Fair last month and many thanks to all of the parents who helped 
make it a success. Some of our students will be participating 
in the regional science fair, held at Wakefield High School on 
Saturday, March 7th. Good luck to them! In 7th grade science, 
we have finished up with Cells and have moved on to Genet-
ics, which we should be finishing in the early part of March. 
Our upcoming unit is Classification. Through science classes, 
students have worked with Ms. Cannon to select courses for next 
year. These were done on green cards that need to be signed by a 
parent and returned to school.

Math
Students are learning to calculate tips, taxes, and discounts. 

Please ask them to determine tip amounts when you dine in 
restaurants and to help you shop for the best deals! Soon we 
will be practicing the math of proportions by working on scale 
drawings. Once students learn the mathematical tools, they will 
be charged with drawing a Snoopy in a larger size proportional to 
the original size given to them. After the Snoopy project, we will 
be forging ahead to the study of surface area and volume. 
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