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 Kenmore Cougar 
Newsletter 

Holiday Greenery Sale is a 
Resounding Success 

The PTA-sponsored Holiday Green-
ery Sale had another great year – 
resulting in profits of just over 
$1700!  These funds are “put to 
work” by the PTA, helping to sup-
port teacher grants, student activi-
ties, and school-wide events 
throughout the year.  Many thanks 
to the Kenmore families who sub-
mitted greenery orders; the fra-
grant holiday evergreens were dis-
tributed near and far!  We sold out 
of everything! 

Special thanks are due to many vol-
unteers who contributed to the 
success of the greenery sale.   Mrs. 
Benjamin offered great support and 
we thank the students in her fall 
ACT II Computer Class and her 1st 
period Multi-Media Class for assist-
ing with collating the order forms.  
Students in the Life Skills Class, with 
Mrs. Boggs, were  helpful in distrib-
uting the order forms and the many 
reminders regarding the greenery 
sale. Kenmore’s front office staff 
was wonderful with their  support 
throughout the sale.  Andrew 
Schweser and  Mr. Baugh were 
awesome! 

Many parents volunteered their 
time to help with the greenery 
sale . Thank you to:  Karen Lewis, 
Karen Landini, Monica Beaston, 
Joanne Sweeney, Barb McCreedy, 
and Katy Dolan. 

I will be moving on to high school 
next year and will be passing on the 
greenery sale  to Karen Lewis.    

I appreciate everyone’s support of 
the sale over these last two years 
that I have served as coordinator, 
and am very thankful for your many 
kindnesses to me.  Don’t forget to 
ask me for my greenery order next 
year! 

Theresa Carroll Schweser 

Holiday Greenery Coordinator 

(8th grade) parent volunteer 

Learn more about “What to Expect When 
You’re Expecting a Teenager” at the Arling-
ton Partnership for Children, Youth and 
Families’ Meeting with Kenmore 6th and 
7th grade parents on January 7 at 7 PM in 
the Kenmore Library.  

Some of the topics to be discussed include: 

 Developmental changes during the mid-
dle school Years 

 Strategies for building on children’s 
strengths to help them succeed academi-
cally and socially. 

 Helping children avoid unhealthy or dan-
gerous behaviors. 

 Has your sweet child suddenly morphed 
into a teenage stranger?  

Speak with other parents about their experi-
ences with middle school teens.  The more 
you understand about what’s going on de-
velopmentally, the more you can support 
your child through this exciting, but chal-
lenging time.  

 Questions? Contact Mary Ann Moran,  
mmoran@arlingtonva.us, 703-228-1671 or 
Ann Wilson wls7a@aol.com, 703-328-0532. 

mailto:ccarlsontmg@aol.com
mailto:mmoran@arlingtonva.us
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PAWS for Honor 

The PAWS for Honor program recognizes students who are “caught” doing an honorable act.  These honorable acts range from help-

ing a classmate or teacher to turning in a lost item that a student finds.  A PAWS certificate is hung on the cafeteria wall and a letter 

is mailed home to those students who are recognized.  The PAWS honor recipients for this year so far are: 

Timothy Bates 

Ruth Martinez 

Mohmeet Choudhhary 

Allison Fladd 

Nathaniel Grevatt 

Vanessa Powers 

Bobby Griffin 

Ms. Castillo's Excel 

Sam Newby 

Brandon Carpenter 

David Soukup 

Lyric Hatcher 

Quinn Montante 

Isaias Ogbe 

Said Nassim 

Adam Michalak 

Amelia Semprebon 

Delphina Charles 

Jennifer Trejo-Medina 

Tommy Muir 

Andrew Schweser 

  

Comets and Stars Team News 

Math 8 

Students have completed an intensive unit on solving equations.  Currently, they are studying percents.  They have had 
individual, group, and whole class practice on the “real world” use of percents.  Students have looked at the effect of 
tax, discounts, and tips on the final price of items. Next,  proportions will be covered.  Students will look at issues such 
as scale factor in discussing this useful topic. 

Algebra 

Students are finally delving into true “Algebra” topics.  Graphing using input /output tables as well as x and y intercepts 
have been covered.  Now students will begin to look at slope and writing equations in slope intercept form.  They will 
understand what slope means and how it relates to graphing lines. 

Intensified Geometry 

Triangles are the topic of the month.  Students are learning ways to prove triangles are congruent and they are study-
ing other properties of triangles. As well.  Every day, students are learning new and exciting theorems and postulates 
that they can use to do proofs.  Soon we will move from three sides to four, with a look at quadrilaterals. 

 

 



 

Playwriting Class 

Encore Stage and Stu-
dio will be offering a 
play writing class at 
Kenmore beginning 
January 20 on Wednes-
days from 2:35-4:15 
p.m. The class will run 
until March 17 and cost 
$30. (There are some 
scholarships available). 
 To find out more about 
the playwriting class, 
please email or call 
Shauna Dyer at 
sdyer@arlington.k12.va
.us/703-228-6800. 
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Explorer Team News 

American Studies 

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD!  In an after-school activity called the Cougar 7 
Cinema, Explorers have been off to the movies to see how Hollywood in-
terprets different historical time periods.  Early in the year, during our 
study of Reconstruction, nearly 30 students (Explorers and Fliers) watched 
“Gone with the Wind.” While students decided that Scarlett’s behavior was 
inexcusable, they also found the scene showing the burning of Atlanta to 
be very impressive, especially since it was a film made in the 1930s!  Then, 
as we studied the wave of immigration that occurred during the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries, we watched “Fiddler on the Roof” to help us un-
derstand why immigrants kept coming to America, despite the difficulties 
they faced in their newly adopted country.  Coming attractions in the Cou-
gar 7 Cinema are actor James Cagney and Sydney Poitier.  The hope is that 
by viewing quality films set in the time periods studied, students will de-
velop a deeper understanding of those very time periods. 

English 

In early December, students concluded a novel unit on The Outsiders, 
Romiette and Julio, and Freak the Mighty.  Next, we focused on “The High-
wayman” and expository essays to bring December to a close.  As of Janu-
ary 2010, the poetry of Langston Hughes will be our focus.  Students will 
interpret, analyze, and develop performances using a large variety of 
Hughes’s poetry and Kenmore’s collection of percussion instruments.  In 
addition, students will write their own poems inspired by Hughes’ poetry.  
This unit of study will be shared with Explorer Team families on Friday eve-
ning, February 19, when students recite and perform poetry in the annual 
Explorer Team Coffee House, “An Evening with Langston Hughes.” 

Math 

Math 7 students are studying algebra as they learn to solve basic equa-
tions.  In Intensified Math 7, proportions are the focus.  Students will begin 
a project that allows them to be architects and design their own dream 
homes.  Ms. Meehan says the Algebra students are having a “radical” time 
with square roots! 

Science 

Explorer science students have just begun a new hands-on unit called The 
Diversity of Life. They will be studying the characteristics of living things, 
the use of microscopes, cells, seeds, plants, and classification.  All students 
are completing  science research papers.  They used their science research 
to complete a science project, some students are working on Science Fair 
Projects that will be presented at Kenmore's Science Fair, on the evening of 
January 20th and at Science Night on January 21st. 



Save the Date! 
Kenmore’s Silent 
Auction, Friday, 

April 9th 
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    January 2010 Calendar 
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1/6/2010 — All day event TAB Mtgs. (Grade Level Lunches) 

1/7/2010 — 7 PM -9 PM — What to Expect When You Are Expecting a Teenager 

1/8/2010 —   2:30 PM — 4:15 PM Concert Band Clinic 

1/12/2010 — 8:25 AM  — 9:30 AM Kenmore Orientation 

1/12/2010 —  7:00 PM — PTA Meeting, Kenmore Media Center 

1/13/2010 —  All Day Event TAB Mtgs. (Grade Level Lunches) 

1/14/2010 —  11:55 AM Early Release 

1/15/2010 —  Grading Period Ends 

1/15/2010  — Last day to apply to any secondary school and to apply to H-B Woodlawn 

1/15/2010 — Transfer applications due 

1/18/2010 — Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

1/19/2010 — Teacher Work Day — No School for Students. 

1/20/2010 — 4:30 PM — Science Fair 

1/20/2010 —  6:00 PM — Honor Band Rehearsal 

1/21/2010 — 3:15 PM — Boys’ Basketball @ Williamsburg 

1/21/2010 —  5:00 PM — Science Night 

1/21/2010 — 6:00 PM  — Honor Band Rehearsal 

1/22/2010 — 2:45 PM — Teachers as Readers 

1/22/2010 — 6:00 PM — Honors Band Rehearsal 

1/23/2010 — 10:00 AM — 12:00 P.m. Hispanic Parents Mtg. 

1/23/2010 — 5:00 PM — Honors Band Concert 

1/25/2010 — All day event RIF (6th Grade) 

1/27/2010 — Report Cards Issued 

1/28/2010 — 3:15 PM — Wrestling @ Williamsburg 
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Schooner Team News 

English 

Understanding the power tools of writers and poets is essential for high-quality writing. Schooners are learn-
ing the figurative language tools of metaphors and similes by writing Praise Poems, which are metaphorical 
poems to describe themselves. Three arts integrated Kennedy CETA workshops, Glenis Redmond’s Praise Po-
ems, Sean Layne’s Tableau, and Cynthia Word’s Dance Movements, are combined for students to write and 
perform their powerful poems. We are flipping out while reading FLIP by David Lubar. We are beginning to 
do research for our Earth Force Action Project, for which we have been nominated for the Gore Green 
Award, a fabulous honor for past projects. We continue to explore the parts of speech. Now we know the 
functions of nouns, articles, verbs, helping verbs, and adjectives! 

Reading 

Schooner students are reading the fantasy/science fiction novel Artemis Fowl.  We are learning new vocabu-
lary, conflict, characters, and plot in this lively fiction work.  Important reading strategies such as summariz-
ing, making inferences and compare and contrast are being introduced and taught as we read some very in-
teresting nonfiction articles from the National Geographic Explorer magazines and the Smithsonian maga-
zine.  I will be introducing a dramatic interpretation skill called Tableau that will allow students to demon-
strate their knowledge of material in a way that fosters teamwork.  This is a CETA skill that is supported by 
the Kennedy Center. 

Social Studies 

Schooners have integrated art into their culminating project for European Exploration.  They learned how to 
draw people by using the Elements of Drawing that they first learned in science classes.  They added clothing 
from the 1500s and chose an expressive face for each of the four explorers they learned about to show they 
understood the motivations and accomplishments of the explorers.  Then they added speech bubbles to 
show the content they were required to know.  The students also became junior cartographers as they cre-
ated a world map to show exploration routes and European land claims in the new world.  The results were 
fantastic!  Next we will be moving into our colonial America unit. 

Math 

Schooner math classes are working on decimals.  They are reading, adding and subtracting decimals and do-
ing money word problems.  Students’ homework is practice on the skills that we are working on in class.  So it 
is very important that you check your child’s homework and ask questions about the skills that they are 
studying.  The sixth graders just took a Benchmark Assessment that will appear on this week’s Progress Re-
port.  This Benchmark is not used as a grade but as a way to plan how to teach future skills.  The math book 
has great problems, reviews and tests that your child can use as additional practice! 
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ARLINGTON-REIMS SISTER CITY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL EXCHANGE 

 
Host Families Needed!  

The Arlington-Reims Sister City Committee 
 is organizing a middle school exchange similar to the program 
at the high school level.  28 students from Reims will visit Ar-

lington for two weeks in the spring of 2010 (April 17 – May 1, af-
ter spring break).  They will attend middle school for two days 

and spend the rest of the time visiting sites in Arlington. 
 

All six Arlington middle schools will be participating with four to 
five students attending each school.  Host families will need to 
provide housing, meals and transportation within Arlington for 

the students they host.   
 

Kenmore Liaison:  
Marjorie Macieira 703-243-0483 

marjmaci@yahoo.com 
 

 

mailto:marjmaci@yahoo.com
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  Pizza Night Fundraiser for Kenmore PTA 

The Pizza Night Fundraiser for the Kenmore PTA will be held the 
first Wednesday of the month until the end of the school year. 

For Kenmore PTA to get credit you must turn in the coupons be-
low at the Domino’s in Seven Corners, (703) 533-9000 or  Central 
Arlington/Ft. Myer (703) 521-3030.  
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