
TJMS IB PARENT NEWS 

 

Inspiring students to build on their classroom  

experiences, to further explore world issues, and to take 

action in our communities is the cornerstone of the  

International Baccalaureate. All four IB programs  

require a culminating, capstone project. At the end of 

the Middle Years Program, opportunities for the  

culminating project occur at either the completion of 

year 3 or 5 in the U.S. (Year 3 = 8th grade, year 5 = 

10th grade). 

 

Features of the Community Project: 

 Needs and goals determined by students 

 Global Contexts Explorations selected 

 Approaches to learning skills demonstrated  

 Journaling to reflect and demonstrate project  

      objectives 

 Oral presentation of the project 

 Standardized assessment of project by panel 

 

Our students’ previous 2 years of concept-based  

learning has often sparked personal inquiry, included 

service activities, provided models for research, and  

encouraged many other elements for students’  

successful independent pursuits. We are looking  

forward to students’ projects in which they will         

demonstrate skills of inquirers and thinkers, traits of  

caring and reflective learners, and many other qualities 

of the IB learner profile. 

 

Project planning will begin in February and  

implementation will be complete by the end of May.  

 January 2016   Page 1 

This Issue: 

IBMYP Capstone project . . . . . . . . Pg. 1  

Teaching for Tomorrow . . . . . . . . . Pg. 1 

Teaching a 3-D Curriculum . . . . . . Pg. 2  

ATL: Skills for the 21st Century . . . Pg. 3 

Service in the MYP . . . . . . . . . . . .  Pg. 4 

In IB, our goal is to prepare  

students to be reflective, critical 

thinkers to make a difference in a  

world that will be different from the 

one they live in now. Every day, in 

every class, teachers are helping    

students to become learners who 

embody the learner profile. (See 

page 2). 

The ten traits of the profile are what 

we believe to be the  

qualities and skills our students will 

need moving forward.  

Continued on page 3 

IBMYP Eighth Grade Capstone Project  

If we teach today’s students as we taught 

yesterday’s, we rob them of  

tomorrow. 

                                    -  John Dewey 

Teaching for Tomorrow 

Please mark your calendars: Community members are asked to serve on panels, June 10, 

2016 from 7:00am-8:30am to assess students’ projects. Please contact Ms. Mohammed, 

IBMYP Coordinator at 703-228-5889 or Deborah.Mohammed@apsva.us. 
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Teaching A 3-D Curriculum                                                  

Prepares Students For The Future 

TJMS teachers teach what is called a 3-

dimensional or 3-D curriculum. We not only 

address what students should know and do 

but also what they will CONCEPTUALLY 

UNDERSTAND.  

 

Having been given a set of disciplinary and 

cross-disciplinary concepts, teachers work 

together to articulate the relationships 

among these concepts and design units in 

which students explore the concepts while 

learning APS content. Student inquiry and 

conceptual understanding are both  

facilitated through the factual, conceptual, 

and debatable questions that encourage 

questioning, researching, and reflecting on 

concepts within and across subjects.  

IB Learner Profile 

IB learners strive to be: 

Inquirers—nurture their curiosity and have a love of learning. 

 

Knowledgeable—engage with local and global issues across a range of     

disciplines. 

 

Thinkers—use critical and creative skills to analyze issues and take on  

complex problems. 

 

Communicators—express themselves confidently and creatively in more 

than one language and in many ways. 

 

Principled—act with integrity, honesty, a strong sense of fairness and  

justice, and a respect for the dignity of all people; take responsibility for  

actions and consequences. 

 

Open-minded—critically appreciate their own cultures and traditions of     

others; seek and evaluate a range of points of view. 

 

Caring—show empathy, compassion and respect; have a commitment to service and act to make a positive difference. 

 

Risk-takers—approach uncertainty with determination; explore new ideas; are resourceful and resilient. 

 

Balanced—understand the importance of balancing intellectual, physical, and emotional selves; recognize their  

independence in the world. 

 

Reflective—thoughtfully consider the world and their own experiences. They work to understand their strengths in order to 

support their learning and personal development. 

Teachers begin lessons with inquiry into  

essential questions that set the stage for  

global connections to their content. 



January 2016 Page 3 

Continued from page 1 

Examples of students demonstrating these 

qualities are throughout the curriculum. In a 

recent English Language Arts class where 

students worked in pairs to research and 

answer challenging, open-ended questions, 

students initiated their own inquiry about 

being “normal”. One partner commented, 

“What is normal? Isn’t normal always 

changing?” The other partner agreed. —

These types of dialogues in which students 

are challenging and questioning               

information and reflecting on their own    

positions and opinions are what we strive to 

develop at Thomas Jefferson Middle 

School. 

Approaches to Learning (ATL):     

Skills for the 21st Century 

Every day, in every aspect of the MYP, we provide students with 

knowledge and skills for learning content and also with skills for 

learning how to learn. For years, the MYP framework has  

included set skill categories, termed Approaches to Learning or 

ATLs that help our students develop the very same skills experts 

today call 21st Century skills.  

 

Students develop skills in the following five categories and reflect 

on their development at the end of units and at the end of school 

terms. 

MYP ATL Categories 

Communication (Communication cluster): 

 Exchanging thoughts, messages, and information effectively 

through interaction; reading, writing and using language to 

gather and communicate information. 

 

Collaboration (Social clusters): 

 Working effectively with others (i.e. building relationships,   

sharing responsibilities, listening to resolve conflicts, etc.). 

 

Organization (Self-management cluster):  

 Managing time and tasks effectively. 

 

Affective (Self-management cluster): 

 Managing state of mind (i.e. maintain focus and concentration; 

use strategies to overcome anger). 

 

Reflective (Self-management cluster): 

 Identifying strengths and weakness. 

 

Information Literacy (Research cluster): 

 Finding, interpreting, judging, and creating information. 

 

Media Literacy (Research cluster):  

 Interacting with media to use and create ideas and             

information. 

 

Critical Thinking (Thinking cluster):  

 Analyzing and evaluating issues and ideas. 

 

Creative Thinking (Thinking cluster):  

 Generating novel ideas and considering new perspectives. 

 

Transfer (Thinking cluster): 

 Utilizing skills and knowledge in multiple contexts. 



Service in the IBMYP 

At Thomas Jefferson, students are equipped with skills to put their learning into action in our communities.  

Service is at the heart of the IBMYP and is considered one of the most important ways to take action. 

 

The IBMYP views service as a teaching and learning strategy, with academic objectives, that integrates 

meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience, teach 

civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.  

 

Outcomes of Service. While each grade level at TJMS has required service as action hours to  

complete, these serve as goals or guideposts for students. The focus of service is always on impact and  

learning. Students are asked to have a service plan that sets out types of service or causes they will address 

and when they might plan to serve their communities. The outcomes of service include: 

 

Global Value — Developing as internationally-minded citizens; engaging with local, national or international 

communities 

Self-Awareness — Becoming more aware of one’s own strengths and areas of growth 

Initiative — Generating goals and planning for service 

Collaboration — Working and getting along with others 

Ethics — Considering ethical implications of actions  

New Skills — Building on previous knowledge and skills to acquire new skills 

Commitment —  Persevering and sustaining focus on an issue(s) or cause(s) 
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Sixth grade Civics students 

create placards advertising 

the importance of voting just 

in time for the November 

2015 local election. 

In 8th grade, students’ 

interdisciplinary unit 

called, The Water Project, 

culminates in service with 

students raising money to 

support building a well in 

South Sudan. At right are 

“water droplets” posted in 

the school representing 

every dollar raised. 

A 6th grade student and her 

TA held a book drive for 

foster children during the 

holidays and collected 300 

books. 


