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Making memories, One Page at a Time 

By: Kyle W, Finley S, and Jack M. 

 

From moments to memories to pages 
in a book, the making of a yearbook is 
really interesting.  The Stinger took a 
look at the yearbook process.   
 
The twenty yearbook committee 
members took part in making our 
yearbook great again. The committee 
has taken pictures from our Gunston 
sports teams as well as pictures of 
students just hanging out.   
 
We talked with an anonymous 
committee member who told us that 
they tried to keep a similar number of 
photos for each student in the school. 
If you never have had your picture 
included in your yearbook before, you 
will be happy to be included in the 
Gunston yearbook.   
 
With all of the work organizing the 

yearbook, some committee members weren't happy that they were excluded 
from certain activities in the process.  According to multiple members of the 
yearbook club, sixth graders were only allowed to take photos.  They said that 
although members taught them how to edit on the website, they weren't really 
allowed to participate in the editorial process.   
 
The yearbook represents everything that happens at Gunston, so the committee 
has to work hard.  Thanks yearbook for publishing the great Gunston year. 
 
 
 

 



 
Gunston History  
By: Saana S. and Cara H.  

 

Are you curious 
about Gunston 
history? Are you 
curious about 
paranormal activity in 
Gunston? What 
about weirdness? 
And accidents? We 
got it all! We are 
Gunston ASC’s!  

                                       

Gunston History 

We have been interviewing kids and teachers about Gunston’s history, and why it 
closed and reopened.  We asked Mr. Tony Roberts who said, “Gunston            
re-opened in 1994.  There were 407 students at Gunston. The population 
dropped because of GED (after it closed it became a school where you could get 
your high school GED).  After it closed, all of the teachers branched out to make 
the most money they could in the VA.”  We asked Ms. Woodbury about the 
history of crimes at Gunston.   She said, “the school was broken into in 2010 by a 
former Gunston student.” 

Gunston Paranormal Activity 

Suspected activity has been experienced by this year’s 6th grade class!  Claudia 
S. said, “well, from what I’ve heard and seen pictures and stuff like that I think 
that there has. I think all over the stage especially when it's dark.”  Eva P. also a 
6th grader said, “one day I was walking down the hallway, and I heard something 
coming from the stairway. But when I checked, there was absolute silence, and 
no one was around. 

Gunston Weirdness 

We asked a few students in 6th grade about weirdness at Gunston. We asked 
Gaby S. She said, “I was taking a selfie, and I looked behind me.  I saw a 
student, and he wasn't in my camera.” Then we asked Emery M. and she said, 
“my friend was going into the auditorium, and all of the sudden the lights went 
out, and she ran out and in front of her was a student.” 

 



Gunston Students Claim to See a Potential Kidnapper’s Car 

By Elena C. and Parker F. 

 

On Thursday June 2, 2016 a couple Gunston 
students were walking home from their bus stop 
near Rocky Run Park and spotted what looked 
like and matched the description of an attempted 
kidnapper’s pick-up truck.   

This is the picture taken of the car that they saw 
and called the police about. 

On April 7, April 19, and May 23, this kidnapper, 
whose name is unknown, tried to lure children 
into his truck but was unsuccessful. After the 
Arlington Police Department and the press 
released the story to the media for more 
information, these Gunston students were well 
aware of the threat and description of the truck. 

After seeing a truck that matched the descriptions, they decided to call police. 

“The police said that if you know anybody who has any details about the 
kidnapper or anything that you suspect or see that's a little bit out of the ordinary, 
to call them because any information they can get is helpful,” said one of the 
students. She called the police two days after seeing the truck.  “I wasn't sure if I 
should call, but my friend, who also goes to Gunston, convinced me to do so,” 
she said. 

When asked why she wanted to call police, the friend who convinced her to call 
the police said one of the attempts of the kidnappings happened across the street 
from where she was babysitting. If she had been outside, she could had been a 
victim. “Just thinking about the fact that it was really close to where I live and wait 
for the bus makes me shiver,” announced the girl. “When I learned that C.S. (the 
caller) thought she saw the truck, I begged her to call.” 

They were walking home with C.S. when the sight was seen. “The first time I 
heard truck the truck in the email I thought they were just joking, and we were 
just kind of falling around being funny, but then I saw that C.S.'s face is very 
serious. I started getting a little upset about it, but I calmed down.” When asked if 
she thinks she did the right thing, C.S. was sure she did and hopes the police can 
use the helpful information to catch the potential kidnapper.  

If you happen to see this blue pick-up truck or any other suspicious car, please 
call the police. If the car is nearby or seems to be targeting you, simply walk or 
run calmly in the opposite direction of the car. If the car still seems to be following 
you, go inside. If it is a person that is not in a car that seems suspicious and is 
following you, switch sides of the street and run. Stay safe! 



VIDEO CAMP 

By the Laser Triplets: Youness Z., Logan P. and Arsh S. 

 

Have you ever wanted to make long videos or film in school?  Well, you have 
come to the right page. 

Mr. Costner, the video teacher, started a video camp twelve years ago in 
Gunston Middle School.  He convinced the school to sponsor it by keeping the 
price low and offering students the chance to improve their media skills.  Why 
have a class?  Mostly, t is to give students an opportunity to take video for over 
four hours. They also have the whole school for themselves to record. Once, Mr. 
Costner even brought his bicycle to school and drove it in the hallways. 

To sign up for this 
camp next year.  
Sorry it is full this 
year.  You have got 
to: 

1. Go to the 
Gunston 
website. 

2. Go to the 
video camp 
site.  

3. Pass a test. 

The test is actually 
easy according to 
Gram W. who 
recommends this 

camp.  “It was really fun because we got to experience what it was like to be at 
GMS. As I was arriving six grade, I found him and his camp. My first time I really 
really liked the camp, and I got a taste for video, and I really wanted to work with 
him.” 

The camp has many challenges.  Mr. Costner told us, “In the summer camp we 
break into teams.  We have competitions based on projects in audio, video, and 
photography.  There are about three to four assignments, and then we come 
back and judge them, pick winners, and have a lot of fun.”  Also, here is Mr. 
Costner’s favorite moment:  “Every year we have a tape rolling championship.  
We see how long and how far you can roll a roll of duct tape down the floor, and 
each year we see how far we can roll it.”  Now, that’s a camp! 

 

 



The Countdown To Freedom  

By  Natalie E., Karolina R., and Ceanne R 

 

Have you been planning your 
summer for weeks? Well first, 
something has to come between 
you and freedom. Before 
summer, you have to get through 
the last week of school. There 
are many activities planned for 
GMS students to make their year 
memorable, during what most 
students would call the final 
countdown. 

During the last week of school, 
eighth grade students will be 
creating many great memories of 
Gunston. During the last week of 
school, “Eighth graders will be 
going to Six Flags, to celebrate 
their completion of the eighth 
grade year. They will also be 
having an ice cream social, and 
yearbook signing to signify that 
they finished their years at 
GMS,” says Mrs. Kelly, who is 
eighth grade team leader. 

Going back in time!  

Gunston’s seventh graders will be visiting their favorite decade, for example the 
50’s or 60’s. We interviewed Ms. Markowitz about this special event. “The 
students are going to do a news show on the decade they picked, have a 
decades dance, and watch old commercials,” she says.  

Doing what you love is what summer is all about, but that will also be what sixth 
graders will be doing on the last day of school. Mr. House says, “The plan is to 
have a movie in the morning and after lunch, students will be allowed to do two 
activities that they picked on a ballot slip.” 

Most of the people we talked to have high hopes for the last week of school. The 
majority of the students we interviewed want their teachers to plan some fun and 
exciting lessons for the last week of school.  We also asked students what they 
will be doing regardless of their teachers’ plans. Yasmina M. says, “I will be 
saying goodbye to all my friends I want to see over the summer, and I will be 
emptying my locker of all it's junk.” Another question that we asked students is 



what they will be doing on their own time during the last week of school. Belan Y. 
answered with, “I am probably going to stock up on books for the summer.” 

Those are the ABC’s and 123’s of what's going to happen during the last week of 
school: activities well planned for every grade, and students planning for summer 
goodbyes. 


