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 Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year, and the first issue of the new Tuckahoe Times!  An issue  
generally will be published the first Monday of each month, with some occasional variations due to holidays 
or other conflicts.  We had a great first week of school, and I have enjoyed seeing all our Sliders return and 
begin in their new classrooms.   
 As I met with several groups of parents over the summer, I shared three key areas on which I’m plan-
ning to focus this year.  These include Building Relationships, Communication, and Professionalism.  
Throughout the year I’ll discuss some insights on each of these, but I’d like to use this month to share how 
we’re working to increase communication with the Tuckahoe community.  Since the start of the school year 
the following have been put in place: 

♦ Tuckahoe Facebook page:  www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 

♦ At least 25 staff members now have Twitter presence, including my own, @TuckPrinc 
and Dr. Legagneur, @TuckahoeAP. 

♦ And as you’re reading, Tuckahoe Times will come out each month 

Additionally, in the coming weeks you will see “bios” next to each staff member’s name on our web page so 
that you can learn a little more about the folks who work with our kids each day, and I’m putting the finishing 
touches on a Family Handbook, that should answer many questions about Tuckahoe’s policies and opera-
tion, and assist new families who join our community.  As we move through the year, I’ll be scheduling oppor-
tunities for parents to come in and share ideas, kudos, and concerns, as we continue to honor Tuckahoe’s 
strengths and traditions while also considering areas that may benefit from some modification. 

 

     Another area that we are focusing on with our 
students this year is to really honor Tuckahoe’s 3 
R’s: Respect, Responsibility, and Remembering 
the Rights of Others.  Students can usually 
name each of these and recognize they are the ba-
sis for classroom rules and schoolwide expecta-
tions.  Our students are generally well behaved and 
respectful, so there is not a tremendous amount of 
work to be done here, but in talking with staff and 
parents, we are going to work at being consistent in 
our messaging to students and tightening up some 
of the areas where students are a bit more casual 
than they might be.  For example, classroom teach-
ers have all been asked to work with their students 
on walking through the hallways in single file and  
 

continued page 4�. 

Tuckahoe 

Times 

          

We’d like to welcome our newest staff 

members to the Tuckahoe Family! 
 

Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal 
Rebecca Altvater, 1st Grade 

Anne Sill, 2nd Grade 
Sarah Weisz, 5th Grade 

Lori De Franza, Special Education 
Lindsey Visbaras, School Psychologist 

Becca Kallem, Art 
Corinne Reilly, Gifted Resource 

Jessica Wagoner, Instrumental Music 
Kris Angerthal, PE 

Principal Pascal’s  

Perspective... 



     We had a great first week of school  
getting used to being a part of the  
Tuckahoe Family! Kindergarteners  
are busy making new friends, learning  
how to get around the building, and settling  
into the routines of Tuckahoe. We are also learning 
to follow classroom and school rules and working 
on making good choices.  We look forward to meet-
ing parents and guardians at Back to School 
Night.  If you haven’t done so already, please send 
in a change of clothes for your child to be kept at 
school.  September in Kindergarten brings apples, 
new friends and routines. It will be an exciting year 
for everyone!  
 

       First graders have been busy meeting 
  new friends and establishing routines and 
 procedures. They are learning to be inde- 

         pendent workers in the classroom.  We 
        are studying civics and how to be a 
 good citizen by learning and following the 
rules in different places at Tuckahoe. 
 

     Second grade has had a fabulous  
start to the school year! We have been  
very busy creating class rules, reviewing  
old procedures and learning new ones,  
and making new friends. We also have  
begun our unit of study on Citizenship, a  
study of addition and ordinal numbers, and of 
course going on new literary adventures with a wide 
variety of books. We are very excited for our first 
field trip next Friday, September 18th, to Markham 
Apple Orchard.  This field trip ties in with our study 
of life cycles as we learn about the growth of an  
apple. We also use the apples we collect at Mark-
ham Apple Orchard for graphing, making tasty 
treats, and doing experiments! The arrival of Fall 
will also mark great opportunities for us to begin to 
observe seasonal changes. We look forward to 
cooler temperatures and all the new and interesting 
material we will learn!   

     The third grade team was excited to  
meet our new students this week.  We  
have spent time getting to know each  
other with several different activities.   
In addition, we have spent time discussing  
some of the fun things we will be doing both in and 
out of class this year. 
      Our first project will begin next week.  As part of 
learning about our community, the entire third grade 
is involved in growing crops as part of the AFAC 
(Arlington Food Assistance Center) Plot for Hunger 
program.  This year we are excited to do a fall plant-
ing, beginning next week with the help of Mrs. 
Egan.  The lettuce, spinach, and kale we grow 
should be ready for harvest by the end of October. 
Should any parent wish to help us with this activity, 
please let your child’s teacher know.   
 

     Fourth grade will be swimming  
           at Yorktown High School as part of  
          the physical education program during 
              the last couple of weeks of Septem- 

             ber. Payne, Witt, and Arzoomanian 
will swim Sept. 21-25, and Lindeman and Herbert 
will go Sept. 28-Oct. 2.  Please remember to pack a 
towel, a bathing suit, and goggles each day and 
have field trip permission slips in ASAP.  Instrumen-
tal music begins this week. Participating in instru-
mental music comes with the added responsibility of 
making up missed content. It is the student’s re-
sponsibility to pick up missed work and check in 
with teachers after missing a class due to instru-
mental music lessons.  We are so excited for this 
school year! This month, students can look forward 
to learning about Virginia geography, weather, and 
large number addition and subtraction. 
 

The fifth grade team is extremely  
excited to get the new year started!   
During the first week, the students  
have participated in several  
community-building activities, both  
as a grade level and in their homerooms.   
The remainder of the month will be dedicated to 
summer reading projects, learning about the desert 
biome, studying the method of scientific investiga-
tions, math facts, and the Stone Age.  We have 
many different hands-on activities planned for the 
first month and we are eager to get started.  For 
more information on what is going on, please refer 
to the monthly calendar sent home with your stu-
dent.  Follow us on twitter at @TuckahoeGrade5 for 
pictures and moments captured during your 5th 
grade students’ last year at Tuckahoe.    
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               We are so thrilled to start  
      another great year in art at Tucka- 

      hoe!  To kickoff the year, the Art  
      Department will be collaborat- 
      ing with the Physical Education  
      Department to start projects relat-
ed to the theme of walking and biking, in prepara-
tion for our Bike and Walk to School event sched-
uled for October 7. 
 

     Welcome back, Tuckahoe 
Sliders! We hope you had an 
enjoyable and music-filled 
summer! We have some  
exciting things planned for Music class this year! 
Our focus will be on world music, and each month 
we will explore the music culture of a different coun-
try or region. To start off the year, we want to know 
where our Tuckahoe Sliders have been! If you have 
great travel pictures from anywhere in the world, 
from the Blue Ridge Mountains to New Zealand, 
please bring them in to share with us!  In other 
news, 4th and 5th graders have all started chorus 
rehearsals! 5th graders are doing something new 
this year and have the option of either participating 
in chorus or in a music enrichment class that meets 
at the same time. Please stay tuned for more infor-
mation regarding performance dates, honors cho-
rus, and other musical opportunities! 
 

               The Physical Education staff 
        would like to welcome all families 
        back for the 2015-16 school  
         year!  We are very excited to get 
started with many fun activities.  Our PE instruction-
al staff for this year will be: Mr. Floyd Corkins, 
Mr. Bruce Ferratt, Mr. Michael Diaddigo, and Ms. 
Kris Angerthal.  Ms. Angerthal is returning to our 
department again after teaching abroad for a year 
in Ecuador.  We would like to remind all Tuckahoe 
students that being prepared for PE is very im-
portant.  Students should wear proper footwear and 
clothing to make the PE environment a safer and 
more enjoyable experience.  Our 4th grade classes 
will be swimming the last two weeks of Septem-
ber.  Parents should look for the Swimming Intro-
ductory Letter and permission slips in your child’s 
backpack. 

**Save the Date** Wednesday, October 7 is  Bike & 
Walk to School Day.  This year, Tuckahoe has 
been chosen as a ‘focus school’ for Arlington Public 
Schools.  More information to follow on this Special 
Event!     
 

   In Spanish, students are getting to 

know their teachers, each other, and  
our classrooms. All classes have  
reviewed and practiced basic greet- 
ings in Spanish and are in the  
process of elaborating upon classroom  
expectations, rules, and procedures. We look for-
ward to learning more about your children and their 
prior knowledge of Spanish over the next few 
weeks! We will begin discussing Hispanic Heritage 
Month, which begins on September 15th, in the 
next few weeks.  
 

 

 

 

     Exciting things are happening in the Tuckahoe 
Library! This month, our new students are learn-
ing all about using the library and taking care of the 
books they bring home. Older students are practic-
ing using the library catalog app to find the books 
they need for both research and fun. We are also 
gearing up for next month’s author visit. Laura Mur-
ray, author of the popular Gingerbread Man Loose 
in the School books, will be meeting with all classes 
on Friday, October 16th. See the PTA Weekly Up-
date for additional information. Happy reading!!    
 

     Tuckahoe recently welcomed new  
  Schoolyard Assistant, Andrea Kaplo- 

              witz, whose skills & gardening ex-     
pertise are a great asset to the  Discovery School-
yard program. Our courtyard turtles seemed happy 
to have so many visitors during Open House! Sec-
ond graders will monitor the courtyard throughout 
the year. The hyacinth bean plants in Bean-sprout 
Corner are full of beautiful blossoms & pods that 
kindergarten will use for hands-on math lessons. 
The flowers around the Art Patio/Pollinator Garden 
are attracting butterflies and inspiring young art-
ists.  The Peter Rabbit garden is overflowing with 
mini-pumpkins, acorn squash, zucchini, carrots,  
potatoes, &herbs. First grade will begin weekly fall 
garden lessons this month. Cotton plants are com-
ing along nicely in the Colonial Garden. In the spirit 
of service, third graders will plant fall crops near the 
gym for donation to AFAC and 5th graders will    
assist with watering.  
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     Greetings from the PTA! Please note the new 
grade level PTA liasons.  These are new positions 
designed to improve PTA organization and communi-
cation going forward.  These volunteers can coordi-
nate across the grade level with the teacher teams 
and room parents, as well as interface with the PTA, 
and can act as an informal ambassador from the PTA 
to each grade.  We are so grateful for their help and 
hope you will appreciate the ability to go to someone 
who is in your child’s grade with concerns as well as 
any of the PTA officers.  If you need to contact them, 
please include in your subject line “PTA Liason” so 
they can easily filter. 
 

So here is the list with contact info:  

Kgn – Cathy Jones:       cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com 

1st Gr – Shalla Ross:     Shalla.Ross@verizon.net 
2nd Gr – Kelly Alexis:     kalexis76@gmail.com 

3rd Gr – Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com 

4th Gr – Rose Filou:       rosemry@verizon.net 
5th Gr – Pam Howze      pamelahowze@gmail.com 

     In order to really have improved communication, 
we have asked Tuckahoe to provide us email ad-
dresses of parents by grade level, so that the PTA 
Liaisons may use it for distribution of relevant infor-
mation that would not need to go out school wide.  If 
you DO NOT wish to be included in these grade level 
email distributions please let Jen Bauer 
(jenbauerpta@gmail.com) and your child’s teacher 
know. 
 

HARVEST FEST is our first big PTA event of the 
year, coming up October 23.  As usual we will divide 
and conquer, with a younger set and older set recom-
mended time period.  This has worked really well to 
keep it from being overwhelming inside and fun for 
all.  We need lots of parent volunteers and this is a 
great way to start getting involved with the PTA for 
new families.  Fun opportunities include working the 
cake walk, collecting recommended donations at the 
door, and more.  Be on the lookout for information 
from our Harvest Fest Chairs Sara Kelly and Liz 
Crescioli in future PTA blasts! 
 

Make sure you sign up to be included in the Tucka-
hoe Directory and join the PTA!  Instructions are in 
the weekly PTA email blasts with links. 

Perspective continued from page 1.. 
 
without talking.  Seems basic, but we’ve been admit-
tedly a bit lax with enforcement.  We’ve spent a good 
deal of time talking about students’ respectful interac-
tions with noninstructional staff (lunch attendants, cus-
todians, Extended Day, etc.) and these are areas we 
continue to explore as well.  Our upcoming Back to 
School Assembly on September 25 will address these 
key areas, and we will continue to reinforce and prac-
tice throughout the year. 
 

     A new addition to our programming this year is Cel-
ebrating Cultural Heroes each month.  The idea 
behind this is that we’ve become accustomed to study-
ing Hispanic Heritage and contributions of African-

Americans and women during one designated month 
during the year. I wanted our focus to be broader, to 
study accomplishments of diverse people throughout 
the year.  So each month will focus on a particular ar-
ea.  September, for example, is Education.  Through-
out the month students and teachers are encouraged 
to learn about those who have made contributions to 
education and the teaching of others, among all peo-
ple.  The bulletin board in our front hallway highlights 
Anne Sullivan, Jaime Escalante, and Malala 
Yousafzai, as well as Tuckahoe teachers.  Students 
are encouraged to submit pictures of other people who 
fit the category each month, and we will add to the 
board throughout the month.  As students arrive each 
day, I anticipate they will check the board and learn 
about some people they did not know about before.  
Younger students can participate in discussions as 
well, simply by talking about someone who has ever 
taught them something before.  
 

 Thank you all for your support and good wishes 
as I was appointed principal and we began the school 
year.  I am looking forward to a rewarding, productive 
year! 

School News continued from page 3... 
 

The Discovery Schoolyard program builds real-world 
connections and provides rich hands-on, nature-based 
learning experiences. Its success has relied on a long 
history of tremendous community support. There are 
many ways volunteers can continue to support this 
program, often with a small commitment of time and no 
gardening experience. If you would like to be included 
on an email list to learn about occasional Discovery 
Schoolyard volunteer opportunities, both general and 
grade level specific, please complete a short online 
form, which can be accessed via this link: 
http://goo.gl/forms/3Rc92RuuLt . 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ September 17:  Back to School Night, 7:00PM 

♦ September 23:  Deadline for Innisbrook Gift 
Wrap Orders 

♦ September 22: School Lockdown DRILL 

♦ September 22: Personalized Learning Parent 
Education Night, 6:30PM-8:30PM, Nottingham* 

♦ September 24:  Fall Picture Day 

♦ October 6:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM  

♦ October 8:  Early Release at 1:26PM with      
Parent & Teacher Conferences after dismissal 

♦ October 9:  No School for Students – Parent & 
Teacher Conferences 

♦ October 15: Personalized Learning Parent Edu-
cation Night, 6:30PM-8:30PM, Long Branch* 

♦ October 20: Personalized Learning Parent Edu-
cation Night, 6:30PM-8:30PM, Randolph* 

     “Trust each other again  
      and again. When the trust level      
gets high enough, people transcend      
apparent limits, discovering new and 
 awesome abilities of which they     
      were previously unaware."  
  

                    ~~David Armistead   

So I’m new to Tuckahoe.  What happens on     
Back to School Night? 

 

Back to School Night is an annual “adults only” event 
that allows parents the opportunity to meet their 
child’s teacher, see the classroom, and learn what the 
year will bring in terms of curriculum and expecta-
tions.  At Tuckahoe the night begins in the gym at 
7:00 where Mr. Pascal will introduce the staff.  There 
is a short, but important PTA meeting, where the   
primary business is adopting the budget for the year.  
Parents then visit classrooms, where teachers pre-
sent the same 30-minute session twice, so that     
families with more than one child can attend both. 
The evening wraps up by 8:45. 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  All are invited to wear any Tuckahoe gear 
you have.  Don’t have any yet?  No worries!  Wear blue and yellow to show 

your  Slider Pride!  

* The three Parent Education Nights listed above are 
being provided by APS to anyone interested, on the 
topic of Personalized Learning.  The agenda is sched-
uled to include the district’s personalized learning 
initiative, what is meant by the term, how technology 
use is transforming teaching and learning, what best 
practices look like in the classroom using technolo-
gy, and the opportunity to interact at learning sta-
tions to see examples of student technology use.  
Anyone may attend any or all of the sessions. 
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