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    After several rainy days we are looking forward to some sunshine during our first full week of         
October, and we have a busy month ahead of us!  While the calendar listings on page 5 indicate some 
of the things to come, once October hits we have moved beyond getting adjusted to the new school 
year and roll full swing into 2015-2016. 
    This week we will host visitors from Aachen, Germany, who are visiting with several of our fifth grade 
families as part of an annual exchange program.  
    Wednesday is the fall Walk and Bike to School Day.  We have participated in the event for many  
    years, but as referenced elsewhere in this edition, Tuckahoe was  
    selected as the APS focus school for the event.  We’ll have visitors from the 
    county and school boards, and Superintendent Dr. Murphy is scheduled to 
          attend.  While we support the attention brought to biking and walking that this 
event brings, we encourage students to consider biking and walking on days other than Wednesday as 
well, providing them with additional exercise opportunities, benefits to the environment, and the oppor-
tunity to apply bicycle and pedestrian safety tips taught by our PE staff. 
     Tuckahoe will take over the Clarendon Silver Diner for our fall Run the Diner Night  
on October 14.  If you haven’t joined us for this event before, come for dinner between  
5:00pm-8:00pm that evening.  A percentage of the money spent that evening is returned  
to Tuckahoe.  We’ve had great turnouts in the past, and there is frequently a large number  
of Tuckahoe staff members who make an appearance.  It is also an opportunity to get an Eat Well, Do 
Well card.  When your card is linked to Tuckahoe, 5% of anything you spend at any Silver Diner is also 
credited back to Tuckahoe.  A reminder will be sent home next week, but hope to see you there! 
       Two other annual events will be enjoyed toward the end of the month.   
  Harvest Fest is October 23, when the school turns into a huge fall  
  extravaganza!  There is an obstacle course in the gym, a haunted house  
  created and manned by our 5th graders, face painting, games, and more.   
  As we’re still a large community we encourage our PK-2 students to  
attend on the earlier side, beginning at 6:30pm, and our older students in gr 3-5 to come in the second 
half, around 7:30pm or so.   
     Our month ends with our annual Halloween            parade on October 30.  This may be one 
of the most popular events of the year, when             our entire school dresses up and parades 
through the neighborhood.  Departing the             school to throngs of excited paparazzi 
makes us all feel like the celebrities we believe            ourselves to be.  It’s a good time, and if 
you choose to join us we begin at 2:00pm.              Please consider that parking will be tough 
and police do begin closing the street as we             get ready to embark on the parade. 
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   In Kindergarten, we are getting ready to  
learn about fire safety and the changes that  
fall brings.  We continue working with  
apples and will soon be learning with  
leaves and pumpkins.  We have also been  
working on counting and comparing sets of objects. 
We will enjoy a field trip to the fire house in connec-
tion with what we have learned about fire safety. As 
a reminder, please look for the T-Shirt order forms 
coming home and send back as soon as possible.  
 

    The first graders will be visiting the fire station in 
the beginning of October to learn about fire safety. 
On October 30th, first graders will visit Cox Farm to 
reinforce the concepts we have studied about the    
      fall harvest.  First graders have been    
      busy harvesting our garden and making   
      yummy recipes such as carrot cake     
  muffins, pesto and zucchini bread. In 
  science, we have been using our five 
senses to make and record observations. We are 
looking forward to a fun fall! 
 

     Second grade had a wonderful time            
at Stribling Apple Orchard! We learned   

about the interesting history of the  
orchard and picked delicious, crisp  
apples. With the arrival of fall and  
seasonal changes, we are eager to go to the  
Planetarium and learn more in-depth information 
about space, Earth, and the effects of the seasonal 
changes on our planet. This correlates perfectly 
with our current science unit, in which we are learn-
ing how inquiry skills, the scientific method, and 
conducting investigations help up us solve prob-
lems and learn more about the world around us. On 
Tuesday, October 20th and Thursday, October 
29th, we will be venturing in groups to the U.S.  
Botanical Garden's Amphitheatre to see Flowers 
Stink. This play will teach us to appreciate and find 
the best of nature in the most unlikely places. Stay 
tuned for permission slips in homework folders. Our 
upcoming unit in Social Studies will focus on Geog-
raphy and Mapping. We are going to learn about 
unique attributes of the seven continents, including 
the location of the world's tropical rainforests. Other 
exciting events include the start of Courtyard Meas-
urements and the start of the Pizza Hut BOOK IT  

program! We look forward to seeing everyone at fall 
conferences and the much anticipated Halloween 
Parade and party! Second grade is eagerly antici-
pating the costume debuts of Mr. Pascal and Dr. 
Legagneur! Second grade is ready to rock another 
great month of learning at Tuckahoe!     
 

     We are pleased to report that the first month of 
school has been successful in third grade!   
The children are working well with each  
other both in and out of the classroom,  
and are working hard to incorporate  
the 3 R’s of Tuckahoe into all facets of  
their day.  Assignment notebooks are being  
filled out correctly and assignments are being com-
pleted and handed in on time.  Our motto is to  
always try your best, and so far the children are tak-
ing this to heart! 
 

     The first quarter is well underway in fourth grade, 
as is our learning, as we are having a great time  
          soaking up new knowledge!  In math,  
          we’re working with place value, round- 

        ing, inequality, and multi-step word   
  problems. In science, students are  
           continuing their exploration of weather 
through a variety of science experiments, research, 
and an upcoming storm project. In social studies, 
students will experience the Fall Line and the histo-
ry of early exploration of VA. Students have also 
been challenged to read 40 books by the end of the 
school year. This is not a contest or a competition, 
but rather a personal challenge for each student. 
The challenge will expand students’ reading lives, 
and increase their competence, confidence, and 
reading motivation through daily participation in 
classroom reading communities. To be a strong 
reader, you must practice reading poetry, fiction, 
nonfiction, graphic novels – a little bit of everything! 
This challenge will have 4th graders picking books 
of their choice to meet assigned categories and will 
have them sampling all types of text. Talk to your 
child about this challenge. Let’s get reading!  
 

     Fifth grade has had a productive  
first month of school!  Our students have  
researched North American deserts & the  
plants & animals found there.  They  
have also created outstanding projects  
representing a book they read over the summer.   
The 5th grade recently visited the Planetarium, 
where they got a preview of the upcoming light and 
sound unit in science.  This month we are kicking off 
the Food Bus in the cafeteria! The 5th graders will 
be taking charge of this outstanding program this 
year.  If any parents would like to help in delivering 
the food to AFAC, please sign up via the link sent 
out by the 5th grade teachers.  Thank you! 
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     We began our world music curriculum with the 
exploration of the music of the United States. Stu-
dents were introduced to the genre of orchestral 
miniature and explored the music of great American 
composer Leroy Anderson. The students enjoyed 
listening to special instrumental effects added by 
the composer to his compositions such as "The 
Typewriter", "The Waltzing 
Cat", and “Chicken Reel". We 
were fascinated by the fact 
that Anderson' s composition 
"The Typewriter” featured a 
manual typewriter on the 
stage with the orchestra. We loved how the com-
poser masterfully made the typing sound like a part 
of the music, not just an added effect. In the class-
room, the students were looking for the musical in-
struments that imitate the sounds of the typewriter. 
As a special treat, the students got to see the real 
typewriter that was generously lent to the music de-
partment by Mrs. DiNardo.  In the next few months, 
the students will explore the music from different 
regions from around the world and will learn how 
various cultures have contributed to making the 
United States the unique and diverse country that it 
is today.  We encourage you to share your family 
singing/dancing traditions with your student. Shar-
ing music with your child is a wonderful way to build 
a warm, loving relationship. We are looking for par-
ents who are willing to come to our classroom and 
share their musical heritage with the Tuckahoe stu-
dents! Please be in touch with your music teacher 
to arrange a time to share. 
 

             Happy October, Sliders, from  
         the Physical Education Depart- 
         ment!  Tuckahoe has been cho- 

         sen as a focus school for  
the National Walk Bike to School Day, held 
on Wednesday, October 7th.  The PE Staff is very 
excited and have been busy planning for this spe-
cial event!  As a focus school, Tuckahoe will be rep-
resenting APS in efforts to increase community 
awareness in taking alternative modes of transpor-
tation to school.  With an emphasis on choosing a 
safe route to school, Tuckahoe will be partnering 
with Walk Arlington, Bike Arlington and the Safe 
Routes to School Programs to highlight this day.  

Many local businesses and organizations will be on 
hand to share their support and enthusiasm with our 
community.  We are asking students, who would like 
to participate by either walking or biking to school, to 
arrive between 8:15-8:30AM to visit our vendor tents 
for free handouts and goodies.   Entire-school activi-
ties will begin at 8:50AM, concluding at 9:10AM. 
 

*Save the Date*  Harvest Fest Obstacle Course, in 
Tuckahoe Gymnasium. Friday, October 23rd. 
 

   In Spanish, all students have  
started discussing Hispanic Heritage  
Month. We are learning about the  
Spanish-speaking world as well as  
contributions to the U.S. by important  
Hispanic-Americans, like Tito Puente  
and César Chávez.  Classes are working on creating 
flags from across the Spanish-speaking world, with 
ties to Geography and Social Studies. In the next few 
weeks, we will be completing a joint project with 
STEAM to learn about the national flower of Puerto 
Rico. As October comes to a close, we shall focus in 
on Mexico’s culture and the holiday el Día de los 
Muertos. 
 

 

 

 

     October is gearing up to be a fun month in the 
Library. Students are checking out lots of new 
books and discovering new genres in the process. 
From time to time you may see a “Purple Box” book 
in your child’s backpack. The Purple Box is a collec-
tion of paperback books we keep for students who 
have forgotten to return books on their library day. 
This ensures all students have something new to 
read. If you see a book labeled with a Purple Box 
sticker, please have your child return it on his/her 
library day. We are also excited for the upcoming 
visit from author Laura Murray, who writes books in 
The Gingerbread Man is loose�.series.  More about 
Laura Murray can be found at her web site, 
www.lauramurraybooks.com. 
 

        The Schoolyard Stewards Program 
  has begun, and needs volunteers! 
  Students in grades K-5 will take turns 
  learning about and caring for the 
Schoolyard on Mondays during lunch/recess. De-
pending on the weather and age group, activities 
may include planting, weeding, cleaning, and nature 
crafts/games. More details about this fun and re-
warding way to help students and support the  
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     Greetings from the PTA! Please note the grade 
level PTA liaisons below.  These positions were de-
signed to improve PTA organization and communica-
tion going forward.  These volunteers can coordinate 
across the grade level with the teacher teams and 
room parents, as well as interface with the PTA, and 
can act as an informal ambassador from the PTA to 
each grade.  We are so grateful for their help and 
hope you will appreciate the ability to go to someone 
who is in your child’s grade with concerns as well as 
any of the PTA officers.  If you need to contact them, 
please include in your subject line “PTA Liaison” so 
they can easily filter. 
 

This year’s liaisons and contact information:  

Kgn – Cathy Jones:       cathleen.m.jones@gmail.com 

1st Gr – Shalla Ross:     Shalla.Ross@verizon.net 
2nd Gr – Kelly Alexis:     kalexis76@gmail.com 

3rd Gr – Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com 

4th Gr – Rose Filou:       rosemry@verizon.net 
5th Gr – Pam Howze      pamelahowze@gmail.com 

October means HARVEST FEST!  http://tinyurl.com/
TuckahoeHF2015 Please sign up for something!  We 
need a lot of parent effort to pull it off.  There will also 
be signups to make baked goods and cakes for the 
cakewalk.  The 5th grade haunted hallway is a long 
time Tuckahoe tradition, don’t miss it!  We are not 
selling tickets!  We are asking for donations at the 
door, traditionally recommended as $5 per per-
son.  To streamline the process for our volun-
teers, please bring a donation at the door for your 
family.  Grades K-2 requested attended early 6:30-

8, Grades 3-5 requested attend late 7:30 to 9.  We 
think it’s a fun night of entertainment and well worth 
whatever donation you can bring, and keep in mind 
all funds raised go to support great PTA pro-
grams which help teachers and kids, such as the 
PTA Teacher Grant Program which gets underway 
later this month, and bringing in our visiting author 
Laura Murray to Tuckahoe on Oct. 16!  Thanks in ad-
vance for your participation and generosity. 
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This week is also our fall parent/teacher conferences, Thurs-
day afternoon and Friday.  We strive for productive relation-
ships between home and school, knowing that this leads to 
greater student achievement and success.  Open, honest 
communication, conducted with mutual respect facilitate re-
lationship building.  The Family Education site offers the fol-
lowing recommendations for parents when attending confer-
ences: 

∗ Talk to your child—ask if there is anything he or she 
would like you to discuss with the teacher. 

∗ Be prepared—think about what it is you’d like to discuss 
before arriving for the conference. 

∗ Respect the time—this year especially, with a half day 
less for conferences, it helps to arrive on time and keep 
the conference within the time frame so all parents can 
have their time with the teacher. 

∗ Start off on the right foot—even if there are concerns to 
be raised, begin with a positive comment about the 
classroom or start of the year. 

∗ Share information about your child—the more the teach-
er knows about your child, in terms of strengths, needs, 
interests, temperament, patterns, etc. will help the 
teacher meet his or her needs more effectively. 

∗ Listen to what the teacher has to say—be open-minded 
to suggestions from the teacher 

∗ Tell your child what has been discussed—students will 
likely wonder what was shared during the conference.  
Providing a summary or key points can provide the child 
with greater investment in progress moving forward. 

 
Here’s to a successful fall conference! 
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Discovery Schoolyard Program can be found by clicking 
this Signup Genius link: goo.gl/nx80EG.   Our Garden 
Workday scheduled for Oct. 3rd has been rescheduled 
for Saturday, Oct. 17th due to rain. All are welcome,    
especially families of students in grades Pre-K, K, & 1, 
as we will mainly be working in the garden areas they 
use most. There will be a wide variety of tasks to choose 
from, and you don’t need to be a gardener! Snacks will 
be provided. Children are welcome, but must be super-
vised by an adult. The school building will be closed, so 
no bathrooms will be available. Please mark your calen-
dar for this fun, social, and very rewarding event.  Stu-
dents have been busy in the schoolyard already. Among 
other things, 1st graders have been harvesting and tast-
ing plants from the Peter Rabbit Garden. The Plot 
Against Hunger crops planted by 3rd graders are grow-
ing beautifully, and 5th graders dug up carrots that were 
donated to AFAC. Fourth graders cleared the 3-sisters 
bed in the Colonial Garden. Art students spotted a hum-
mingbird near the Art Patio/Pollinator Garden. As you 
walk through the schoolyard, take special note of the cot-
ton plants now flowering in the Colonial area, and the 
beautiful red-flowered pineapple sage plants in the Peter 
Rabbit and Art Patio areas. 
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   As we recognize Walk & Bike to School Day on 
Wednesday, consider the following resources on  
pedestrian and bike safety from the Federal Highway 
Administration Thanks to parent Ewa Flom for the links! 

www.pedbikeinfo.org/pedsaferjourney  
www.pedbikeinfo.org/bicyclesaferjourney  



Thought of the Month:  

♦ October 6:  PTA Meeting, 7:00PM  

♦ October 7:  Walk & Bike to School Day 

♦ October 8:  Early Release at 1:26PM with      
Parent & Teacher Conferences after dismissal 

♦ October 9:  No School for Students – Parent & 
Teacher Conferences 

♦ October 12:  Columbus Day Holiday, No School 
for Students 

♦ October 14:  Silver Diner Night, 5:00PM–8:00PM 

♦ October 15: Personalized Learning Parent     
Education Night, 6:30PM-8:30PM, Long Branch 

♦ October 20: Personalized Learning Parent     
Education Night, 6:30PM-8:30PM, Randolph* 

♦ October 21:  Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ October 23:  Harvest Fest, 6:30PM-9:00PM 

♦ October 30:  Halloween Parade, 2:00PM 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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Tuckahoe Spirit Fridays are here!  All are invited 
to wear any Tuckahoe gear you have.  Don’t have 
any yet?  No worries!  Wear blue and yellow to 

show your Slider Pride!  
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    “The most important              
 single ingredient in the         
formula of success is the knack 

of getting along with people.” 

                                                                            ~~Theodore Roosevelt   ~~Theodore Roosevelt   ~~Theodore Roosevelt   ~~Theodore Roosevelt       
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of people 
from diverse backgrounds who have made contribu-
tions in various areas, October honors those in the 
world of Science.  Our Cultural Heroes Board al-
ready highlights scientist/inventor James West, as-
tronaut Ellen Ochoa, physicist Steven Hawking, and 
biologist/conservationist Rachel Carson.  Additional 
contributions now include former Surgeon General 
Antonia Novello, and physicist/biochemist Severo 
Ochoa.  Students are invited to identify others who 
have made scientific contributions and add to our 
board! 

Thank you helping us work at improving our Kiss & 
Ride process!  As a reminder, please park cars 
in locations that do not block the flow of traffic, or 
use handicapped parking if not authorized to do so.    
Allowing patrols & staff to help kids in and out of 
cars rather than getting out of the car yourself will 
also expedite the loading and unloading. In the after-
noon, it would streamline the process further to have 
your student’s last name on a piece of paper in the 
windshield on the passenger side.   Thanks again! 
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Wondering about Tuckahoe’s policies and proce-
dures?  At long last, a Family Handbook will be 
posted online Wednesday, October 7.  Check our 

web site and social media for the link! 


