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So How Does That All Work? 

    Although we still have our last quarter to go for the 2015-2016 school year, many are already starting to think about 

next year, and what that means about class placements for our kids.  I suspect that there are those who wonder how 

placement decisions are made, and I thought it might be helpful to give you some insight into what is actually quite a 

complex process.  See if any of your questions are raised in the Q & A format below: 

Are class placement decisions for next year made before the end of the current school year? 

Nope.  While discussions begin toward the end of the year, class groupings are looked at throughout the summer.  Final 

decisions are not made until just before teachers return in August. 

How does the process begin? 

This month, teachers will sit together with their class lists.  Together they work to craft groups that they believe will work 

together successfully as a class next year.  They strive for balance across many areas, including gender, personality 

and temperament, strengths, and needs.  Once they have tentative class groups formed, they bring those to Dr. Lega-

gneur and myself.  We review those lists and make adjustments based on information we may have about the students, 

either from working with them ourselves over time, or discussions we’ve had with parents. Over the summer we may 

gain or lose students, or acquire additional information about our kids, which we also take into consideration.  Prior to 

teachers returning in August the lists are finalized and assigned to teachers. 

Why don’t you accept specific teacher requests? 

Ah, the million dollar question.  Most schools actually don’t honor requests for particular teachers.  I will illustrate some 

of the reasoning behind this with a multiple choice question.  Which of the following do you think I have experienced in 

the time that I’ve been at Tuckahoe? 

 A)  Parents have requested only one teacher for their child, and that teacher then decides to leave Tuckahoe. 

 B)  Two parents have requested that their children be separated, but unknown to one another, both have  

       requested the same teacher. 

 C)  Two parents have requested that their children be placed together, but each prefers a different teacher. 

Answer?  ALL of the above.  Specific teacher requests actually make the process more challenging for us, and 

simply can’t always be honored.  This coming year, for example, the transition to McKinley will result in changes of some 

type at most grade levels, whether it be the number of classes at that grade, and/or who teaches it. Some of those deci-

sions may not be finalized until we’re into the summer, and so next year requested teachers may not be where they are 

this year.  We recognize that you know your children well, and respect your insights as to how they function as learners.  

We also have a sense of how our kids operate in the school setting, and that factors into what we think is appropriate 

based on our professional knowledge and expertise as educators. 
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    This year seems to be flying by so fast!           
The month of May is another busy one for          
Kindergarten.  This month we will be  
going on our annual DC Monuments  
field trip on May 13, as well as holding  
our annual Kindergarten egg drop at the end of  
the month!  With that comes learning all about life    
cycles, insects, butterflies, plants, and frogs.  In math 
we are working on measurement and the different 
tools that are used.  We will move into fractions toward 
the end of the month.  The Kindergarten team looks 
forward to seeing you at all our fun events! 
 

    First grade is eagerly looking forward to our 
 Spring Harvest Celebration in a few weeks.  
 We will enjoy the “fruits” of our labor in the  
 garden.  Another big event that is coming up is 
       our 2nd annual “Poetry Slam”.  Throughout 
       the month of April we focused on poetry.       
     We read, wrote, and enjoyed           
various kinds of poetry.  Students are select- 
ing a poem that they would like to perform          
either alone or with friends.  They will mem- 

orize their poem and we will perform for the  
school and for our parents.  We are blossoming into 
young poets! 
 

    Second graders are eagerly anticipating all of 
our exciting upcoming activities! Tuckahoe's Wild 
About Books Fair was the perfect way to end the 
month of April! We were also delighted to see and    
support our classmates in the ETC play The Impossi-
ble Task! The month of May brings our upcoming field 
trip to the NGA Sculpture Garden and Natural          
History Museum. Chaperones, save the date               
for Friday, May 27th!  We will be applying our 
knowledge of geometry as we complete a        
scavenger hunt looking for shapes in the       
sculptures. At the Natural History Museum we will be 
visiting the Ancient Cultures Exhibit which corresponds 
with our studies of Ancient China and Ancient Egypt. 
In science our focus is life cycles and the rainforest 
habitat. We are building vocabulary and enjoying a 
variety of books to facilitate comprehension skills in 
reading. In math we are focusing on tables, graphs, 
and rounding. Our next social studies unit focuses on    
         government and economics. The Spring  
         Concert is an additional highlight! We are 
          very enthusiastic for the homestretch!   

    The Third Grade presented the annual Wax  
Museum to a receptive audience of parents and       
visitors last Friday.  History was brought to life as the 
students transformed into a wide variety of historical 
figures.  The students shared information about  
their individuals as well as some visual  
artifacts.  It was an informative and fun  
morning for everyone.  As we look toward  
May, we are completing our study of  
geometric shapes, and area and perimeter  
in Math and wrapping up our study of Early European 
Explorers and economics in Social Studies.  In science 
our focus will be on plants, soils, and our work in our 
AFAC Plot for Hunger.  Earlier in April we planted our 
gardens with radishes, peas, lettuce, kale, and other 
seasonal vegetables.  Our entire harvest will be donat-
ed to AFAC to be shared with families in need.  It will 
be fun to see how many pounds of produce we will be 
able to donate in the coming weeks!   At the end of the 
month we will take Math and Reading SOL’s for the 
first time. There will be time spent in the classrooms 
with review of material that has been covered through-
out the year in these two curricular areas. We want to 
stress that the children have been demonstrating their 
understanding of these concepts each quarter, and 
overall have done well.  With this in mind, we would 
like your help in supporting your child to lessen his or 
her worry about these assessments.  As we have told 
them throughout the year, if they have done well in 
class, read the questions carefully and slow down as 
they work, they will do well.  We are looking forward to 
a fun month of learning. 
 

    With two major units, fractions and decimals, behind 
us, fourth grade students can look forward to exploring 
probability & measurement. We will learn about our 
customary system of measurement versus the metric 
system. We are ready to spend our last quarter as 4th 
graders working hard and building a solid foundation of 
mathematical knowledge to guide us through the rest 
of our learning years!  We will be learning about plants 
          and ecosystems in science this month.      
          To learn about the parts of a flower,  
       students will be performing a lily flower     
        dissection where they will  examine the      
           stamen and the pistil. Fourth graders are 
starting to gear up for Colonial Day, which will be held 
June 17. Students are learning about different aspects 
of colonial life so they can faithfully reenact songs, 
dances, & activities from the 1700s. In addition, we are 
continuing to learn the history of our great common-
wealth. April was National Poetry Month and 4th grade 
seems to be full of Dickinsons & Whitmans! Through-
out the year students have been exposed to a variety 
of poetry types and have successfully been creating 
their own original masterpieces. Poetry promotes crea-
tivity and freedom in writing and is a nice balance to 
the nonfiction writing students practice in 4th grade.  
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          We cannot believe that  
             May is already here!  The PE  
             staff is happy to announce  
   that our Walk & Bike To  
              School Day event will be held 
on Wednesday, May 4th at 8:30am.  In an effort to 
use alternative modes of transportation, all students 
and their families are encouraged to bicycle, walk, 
scooter or skateboard into school/work on this 
day.  Although it will be a smaller version of our Fall 
2015 event, all participating Tuckahoe students will 
receive a special token commemorating the day, a 
sticker, and will enter Tuckahoe through a ’special’ 
entrance.  Please be sure that your child is wearing a 
properly-fitted helmet for the event. On Friday, May 
6th, come cheer on the Tuckahoe staff as we compete 
against Glebe Elementary School in the annual May 
Madness Staff Basketball game.  The PE staff's own 
Mr. Michael Diaddigo will be hooping it up with other 
staff members.  Also, there will be a 5th Grade Free-

Throw shootout at halftime.  Please come support our 
staff, display good sportsmanship & character, and 
have FUN!   
 

     The Art department is collecting  
recycled materials for sculpture  
projects. Please send in your paper  
tubes, packaging materials, light- 
weight cardboard, etc. No Styrofoam, please! There 
will be a box outside of Art room #141, Ms. Sloate's 
room. Thank you in advance!  In May, we focus on all 
things Spring with the primary grades, shapes in flow-
ers, bugs and nature. Eric Carle is highlighted 
with The Very Grouchy Ladybug and The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar. Second grade is drawing and painting 
Egyptian Self-Portraits, with a focus on symmetry and 
proportions of the face. Fourth and fifth grades contin-
ue study and creation of Architecture, Self-Portraits, 
Painting Techniques, Appalachian Folk Crafts, Per-
spective, and Mosaic.  Thank you for your support of 
the Art program!  
 

                    Spanish classes recently com- 

     pleted a cross-curricular lesson with  
     STEAM in which students learned  
     about the parts of the flower and  
     created beautiful paper hibiscus  
                 flowers in honor of Earth Day. 
Check out the flowers hanging near the entrance to 
the school and in the library! In the next few weeks, all  
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Spanish classes will be learning about the parts of the 
house and family members. Students in lower grades 
will learn basic vocabulary and work on describing the 
location of different family members throughout the 
house. Upper grade students will learn the names of 
more extended family members. More advanced    
students may incorporate asking and telling the names 
of different family members and describing family 
members’ physical characteristics. 
 

          So many classes are visiting and  
      learning in the Discovery School- 
      yard as the weather warms! Just  
      some of our outdoor activities:  Pre-

K raised/released butterflies, painted pots & planted 
flowers to beautify the front of the school. First graders 
planted herbs, peas, lettuce, onions, and more to en-
joy during their harvest celebration mid-May.  Second 
graders went on nature Expeditions, and 3rd graders 
planted ‘Plot Against Hunger’ beds for AFAC donation. 
Students used engineering skills to construct trellises 
from bamboo and to make a cold frame for corn 
plants. Schoolyard Stewards have been joyfully weed-
ing, pruning, planting, raking, cleaning – they are 
amazing! Students from all grade levels take turns 
participating during Monday lunchtimes through May. 
Volunteers are a big help with this program. More info 
and the signup: http://goo.gl/rPf26t.  Please take 
note of exciting improvements in the schoolyard,    
supported by our fantastic PTA. The storage bins out-
side K/1 classrooms have been converted to 2-shelf 
planting tables, the large Discovery Schoolyard sign 
has been repaired, and the Colonial Cabin roof is get-
ting structural support and new shingles. The new pic-
nic tables are being used frequently. Several animal 
‘friends’ have been added to the Friendship Garden to 
inspire lessons including art, writing, and science. New 
plantings are being added throughout the schoolyard. 
Thanks to all in our community who support the school
-yard in SO many ways! Anyone interested in getting   
involved as a volunteer please contact margaret.egan 
@apsva.us  There are myriad ways to help, including 
working with students, garden tasks, summer water-
ing, repairs, artistic endeavors, and more. 
 

     April was an exciting month in   the 

Tuckahoe Music classrooms! All of    

our 3rd graders finished up working          

with recorders and shared their hard work through  

performances, culminating activities, and games. As 

we explored music from around the world, our        

students learned about the digeridoo from Australia as 

well as the haka dance and the tititorea stick game 

from the Maori people of New Zealand. We have start-

ed teaching singing games and dances from Latin 

America and will continue that work through May.  
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    Integration Station at Reed School is an APS program 
that serves pre-K students with special needs.  They are 
currently seeking interested families of students without 
special needs who will be four by Sept. 30, 2016 to   
participate in a full day reverse inclusion program with 3 
and 4 year old students with disabilities. The program 
hours are 8:00am-2:41pm and follows the APS calen-
dar. The program implements key elements of the APS 
VPI program with an emphasis on literacy and math  
instruction as well as Conscious Discipline as the       
primary focus of their social-emotional curriculum. The 
program is limited to Arlington residents and is available 
at no cost with the exception of breakfast, snack & lunch 
fees.  Applications for free and reduced lunch fees are 
accepted.  For more information, please contact Elaine 
Perkins, Coordinator/Principal Designee at (703) 228-

2760 or elaine.perkins@apsva.us. 
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Perspective continued from page 1� 
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Classroom News continued from page 2� 

    It’s hard to believe that these will be the last couple of 
months of elementary school for our fifth grade  
students!  As they wrap up their social studies  
unit on Ancient China, the students will discuss  
the rise of democracy as they study Ancient  
Greece.  Our science classes are studying  
cells of the body systems and are learning how  
to use microscopes to observe and analyze cells.  In 
math, we’ve finished our statistics units, and our fifth 
graders are moving on to probability and measurement. 
Persuasive writing along with mystery and historical  
fiction novel studies round out our rigorous fifth grade 
curriculum.  We are looking forward to a productive,  
successful end to the year! 
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Spring SOL Testing Dates are noted below.  All tests 
will begin after morning announcements. Please try to 
avoid appointments or other absences on student testing 
days. 
 

Grade 3: 
Reading:   May 25 & 26 

Math:      May 31 & June 1 

 

Grade 4: 
Reading: May 24 

Math:  June 2 

Soc. Studies: June 6 

 

Have you ever wondered what your child will be when 
he or she grows up? 

 

Superintendent Dr. Pat Murphy invites all APS students and 
their families to explore students’ individual paths, plan for 
their future, & connect with career professionals. 

Saturday, May 14—Wakefield HS 

9:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Please join us for a fun day to: 

♦ Explore careers based on individual interests 

♦ Plan early for success 

♦ Establish academic goals for your future 

 

Lunch will be provided 

Register here:   http://goo.gl/forms/T1k6qsaZBQ 

 

Grade 5: 
Reading: May 23 

Science: May 27 

Math:  June 3  

So do we have any input into the placement process? 

I absolutely value parent input into the process.  While 
not required, parents are welcome to send me something 
in writing—email is fine—that describes the type of class-
room setting/environment that you feel would best benefit 
your child, based on his or her strengths, needs, social 
skills, personality, etc.  I keep all of this information in a 
file, and take it into consideration when final class lists 
and teacher assignments are made. 
 

And what if we don’t like the teacher assignment that 
comes in the welcome letter? 

As a parent myself, I understand wanting to make sure 
that my child gets the “best” teacher.  That said, I know 
that teacher reputations are often based on what is 
shared on social media.  Often, requests to change clas-
ses have been made based on what parents have heard 
about teachers, and for each negative comment that is 
circulated, I can produce testimonials from parents indi-
cating how that same teacher was fantastic for their chil-
dren.  I recognize that not all teachers are the right fit for 
all kids.  But that doesn’t mean that the teacher isn’t right 
for any kid.  Unless there has been direct experience in 
the past, my belief is to let the process work and give it a 
chance.  Our goal is the same.  We want the best experi-
ence for our students just as our parents do.  Kids are 
also more resilient than we tend to give them credit for.  
Not having his or her best friend in class can turn out to 
be a positive.  Learning to adapt to a new teaching style 
is a good preparation for future experiences.  And, every 
move we make has a domino effect in terms of class  
sizes and class compositions.  I do believe in our         
process, as well as the strengths of our staff, and so I ask 
that we give that process a chance before making         
decisions based on the experiences of others. I have also 
found as a parent that my reactions can easily influence 
my children’s, so maintaining a positive outlook goes a 
long way in helping our kids start the year off on the right 
foot. 
  
    I hope that provides some perspective on our class 
placement procedures. Feel free to drop me a note if you 
would like to share information about your child that you 
think will help inform the process. 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ May 3:     PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ May 4:       Walk & Bike to School Day 

♦ May 5:       Report Cards Issued 

♦ May 6:     Basketball Game vs. Glebe at      
     Washington-Lee HS, 7:00pm 

♦ May 9:     Gr 4 Spring Concert, 7:00pm 

♦ May 10:     Gr 5 Spring Concert, 7:00pm 

♦ May 12:     Counselors’ Coffee, 9:00am 

♦ May 14:    Home & Garden Tour 

♦ May 16:        Rising Kgn Orientation, 7:00pm 

♦ May 17:    Rising 1st Gr. Orientation, 7:00pm 

♦ May 23:     Rising 2nd Gr. Orientation, 7:00pm 

♦ May 25:     Rising 3rd Gr. Orientation, 7:00pm 

♦ May 30:    Memorial Day Holiday 

♦ May 31:    Rising 4th Gr. Orientation, 7:00pm 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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 "Appreciation can make    
a day - even change a life. Your 
willingness to put it into words 
is all that is necessary."  
      

         ~Margaret Cousins,         
    author  
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of    
people from diverse backgrounds who have 
made contributions in various areas, May recog-
nizes those who have made specific contribu-
tions in the field of business (industry, manufac-
turing, retail) as a follow up to last month’s     
Career Day.  Our Cultural Heroes Board has 
been started by highlighting Rosalind G. Brewer, 
Marissa Ann Mayer, Oscar Munoz, and Steve 
Chen. Students are invited to identify others who 
have made contributions and add to our board! 
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Department News continued from page 3� 

Our upper grades created compositions using recy-
cled materials as musical instruments. We were     
inspired by both STOMP, the musical production, as 
well as the April 21st assembly performed by “The 
Junkman,” a percussionist who makes music exclu-
sively from garbage.  May promises to be another 
eventful month as we prepare for our spring concerts! 
The 5th graders are in for treat as the chorus will be 
joined by a group of musicians from The Washington 
Balalaika Society Orchestra who will perform two folk 
songs with the students. The 4th Grade Spring Con-
cert will take place on Monday, May 9th at 7pm, fol-
lowed by the 5th Grade Spring Concert on Tuesday, 
May 10th at 7pm. We hope to see you there! Best 
wishes for a very musical May! 


