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Arts In The Schools Month 

   Often, when I’m meeting with prospective Arlington families, or talking with teaching candidates at recruiting events, 
I’m asked about the greatest strengths of the Arlington Public Schools.  This usually results in a long conversation, as I 
believe the strengths of APS are many.  However one area that I always highlight, which I know not every school district 
can, is the strength of our Arts Program.  As budgets tighten and programs get cut, there are students in our country 
without experiences in art or music.  I think we are extremely fortunate, and it’s a testament to our community, that the 
importance of the arts is recognized and these programs remain a vital part of the curriculum. 
 

    As a kid I tried out a couple of musical instruments but none seemed to work out for me. Art classes were fine, every-
thing I brought home had its time on my mother’s refrigerator, but I don’t think I had any particular talent or artistic vision.  
I know some of our students would say that art and music classes are not their favorites, and I respect that, but I do  
believe it’s our job as educators to expose kids to as many different disciplines as we can.  To some extent, many of our 
kids have some perfectionistic tendencies.  So if there is something that doesn’t come easily to them, or is not some-
thing toward which they have a natural inclination, they veer toward dismissing it.  As an adult I still don’t play an instru-
ment, but love music and even fancy myself quite the dancer.  I don’t engage in many artistic pursuits either, but can 
relate to that adult coloring book craze that has     become commonplace recently.  It’s actually a 
real stress-relieving activity for me.  So my      hope for our kids is that even if they don’t  
become lifelong musicians or artists, that they      can appreciate the arts and incorporate them 
into their lives in a way that’s meaningful for them. 
 

    We are lucky to have staff members whose      creativity, talent, and dedication enhance our 
programming and enrich students’ arts experiences at school.  While we have already enjoyed our winter music con-
certs, this month is our annual DessArt Night, on March 16.  For those new to the family, DessArt Night turns our build-
ing into a huge art gallery, in which every student has art work on display.  It’s one of my favorite events of the year, and 
allows every student the opportunity to see one of his or her creations exhibited.  Of course some would say they most 
enjoy the treats in the cafeteria, but I’m sure the art work is the primary motivation.  
 

      Even in advance of DessArt Night preparations, those who have visited the building lately may have seen some of 
the wonderful art work already hanging for Read Across America Day.  Ms. Wetsel did an outstanding job creating three 
beautiful bulletin boards for us, and our front hallways are full of student renderings of various Dr. Seuss characters.  I 
have to admit when I first saw them I asked if students were given outlines to trace or color.  I was even more impressed 
to learn that they were freehand drawings based on models shown in class.  They are a beautiful welcome to our build-
ing and to me, at least, brighten the entryway for visitors.  
 

     So as we continue marching into March, I hope we take some time to appreciate the role Arts play in our schools.  
APS has a hashtag campaign all month, #APSArtsHappy, as well as a listing of arts related events.   
 

     It is widely viewed that arts education is important for all students, no matter their eventual career path.  In the words 
of Xerox Executive Joseph Callahan, “Arts education aids students in skills needed in the workplace: flexibility, the    
ability to solve problems and communicate, the ability to learn new skills, to be creative and innovative, and to strive for  
excellence.”   So this month and beyond, enjoy the arts, support the arts, and encourage our kids to appreciate the arts! 



     Kindergarten had a busy month  
of February! We had a great time on  
our field trip to the American History  
Museum and thank all the parents  
that were able to help out! March is going  
to be a busy month of spring changes (we 
hope!) and continuing our learning including 
subtraction, maps and globes and birds with 
outdoor learning!  
 

March is a busy month in first grade. We 
celebrated the 100

th
 day of school on March 3.       

  Our author of the month is Beatrix  
  Potter. The 1st graders are studying 

 worms and have them as class pets. In    
       math, the students are working with    
       graphs. First graders will try their 
 hardest to catch a leprechaun on St.   
Patrick’s Day! In the month of March we will  
also be exploring the solar system. We are    
looking forward to a fun month! 

 

      It is hard to believe that we are in the third   
quarter! Second grade is very excited for the 
arrival of spring! In science we are focusing on 
the water cycle, magnets and force and motion. 
Our STEAM teacher, Mrs. Egan, has also 
joined us for some wonderful lessons that facili-
tate critical and out of the box thinking.            
As we depart from Ancient China, we         
look forward to the study of Ancient             
Egypt. A highlight of our Ancient  
Egypt study is comparing and contrasting        
its culture with that of Ancient China.  After we 
rejuvenate during spring break, we will begin to 
prepare to study our rainforest habitat in more 
depth. The culmination of this project will be an 
upcoming field trip to Amazonia at the National 
Zoo on April 22.  Save the date if you are inter-
ested in chaperoning! We had a wonderful  
celebration of Read Across America last  
Wednesday, March 2! It was so exciting to have 
our firefighter guest readers from Station 6!  
Students and staff are very excited to continue 
our exciting learning experiences in the 3rd Qtr! 

    The third grade classrooms were busy this past 
month learning multiplication and division 
facts.  These skills are the foundational  
building blocks for future units so the  
teachers greatly appreciate the extra  
home practice that has been taking  
place to solidify these skills.  Addition- 

ally, we worked closely with our STEAM  
instructor and learned about weathering, erosion, 
and erosion control. When trying to remember the 
difference between weathering and erosion just 
recall that “erosion involves motion”!  Despite the 
time lost to snow delays, the 3rd grade class-
rooms were able to conclude their study of An-
cient Greece & Rome and are now moving into 
the civilization of Ancient  Mali. We are looking 
forward to upcoming field trips to the National Por-
trait Gallery and the Imagination Stage – let the 
learning and fun continue in third grade! 
           

      Fourth graders have ended their division  

  unit and are beginning to explore  

  fractions. This unit will have  us 

           working with addition, subtraction,   

           multiplication and division! It is time  

           to put into practice all the major con-

cepts we have been learning this year. Please 

continue to support your children at home by en-

couraging them to review their multiplication and  

division facts. Our mathematicians have been do-

ing a wonderful job this year.  Students have just 

begun learning about electricity and magnetism. 

During our studies on electricity, students are go-

ing to become engineers by learning about the  

Engineering Design Process and designing alarm 

circuits!   Docents from The Jamestown-Yorktown 

Foundation visited this month to give us a hands-

on demonstration of life during colonial tImes.  We 

are getting to know our VA presidents and found-

ing fathers, in addition to the important documents 

they wrote. Nonfiction writing is a focus in 4th 

grade. We are building upon topics that we know 

a lot about, or have experienced. Memoir is a viv-

id description of an unforgettable memory. Journal 

writing is an excellent way to reflect on our day-to-

day life.  Fourth graders are writing up a storm!  

We are looking forward to our field trip to the 

Newseum this month. We are heading there on 

Friday, Mar. 18th. Remember to wear comfortable 

shoes and clothing that is weather-appropriate.      

continued page 4$. 
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     With March upon us, the  
            the Tuckahoe Physical  
            Education staff looks  
   forward to the first days of  
           Spring 2016!  Please be 
sure that your child is properly dressed on PE 
days with sneakers and a coat.  If the weather 
breaks, we will go outdoors for PE activities. 
Students are reminded to document their physi-
cal activities outside of school for the Tuckahoe 
Toe Token Card Program.  We are very proud 
of all the Tuckahoe students that have decided 
to participate in our Jump Rope For Heart 
Campaign (JRFH).  Please have your child   
follow-up with their donations and online contri-
butions.  All students should begin to collect 
and finish their fundraising efforts now.  Please 
turn in JRFH collection envelopes (checks/
money) during the week of March 7.  The JRFH 
event and activities will be held the week of 
March 14th – 18th.    
                

   It is hard to believe that we  
are already in March!  February 

was an exciting month for our  
students as we explored the music of Eastern 
Asia. We rang in the Chinese New Year with a 
pentatonic tune called, “Song of the Dragon” 
that allowed for movement and improvisation 
as we learned about the cultural customs     
surrounding this celebration. Students were  
exposed to other Chinese traditions such as 
ribbon dance and the secret “face-changing” 
mask dance of the Sichuan Opera. We moved 
north to learn about Mongolian throat singing, 
and the 5th graders discovered the acoustic 
properties that make throat singing – also 
known as “overtone singing”- possible.  This 
month began with “Read Across America” on 
March 2nd and we enjoyed reading and singing 
music books in our classes all week to cele-
brate!  We hope that March will bring with it 
spring weather and birdsongs!  Happy music-

making!  
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            In Spanish classes, we are 
        finishing up our study of  
        clothing. Classes will be  
        reviewing colors and numbers 
        with cross-curricular activities 
that support art, math, and science before  
moving on to a unit around healthy food.  
 

     Please consider lending a  
hand at the upcoming Discovery  
Schoolyard Workdays, 1-4 PM  
on Saturdays, March 12, April 2, 
and April 30.  These are fun, rewarding commu-
nity efforts to maintain our amazing outdoor 
classrooms. So much to do – help truly appreci-
ated!  More details and signup link: http://
goo.gl/v3NXOk.  The Colonial Garden has a 
brand new bench circle and improved split rail 
fence. This beautiful work was organized by  
former Tuckahoe student Joseph Mundt as his 
Eagle Scout project and carried out primarily by 
Boy Scout Troop 638. The results are stunning 
and will be much used by Tuckahoe classes for 
years to come!  First graders have started their 
spring garden lessons and activities, including 
establishing small worm composting bins in 
their classrooms. Third graders have studied 
erosion and made connections to our outdoor 
areas and Tuckahoe Park. Art classes have 
been inspired by the garden areas. We look  
forward to more outdoor learning opportunities 
for all students as the weather warms. School-
yard Stewards will begin again on March 14. 
For more information, and the signup page for 
volunteers, go to: http://goo.gl/rPf26t. 
 

Read what two 4th graders believe about the 
importance of being good environmental  

stewards on page 4! 
      
 

 

Extended Day registration for summer 
school and the 2016-2017 school year 

began on March 1.  For more information, 
visit the Extended Day registration page 

on the APS web site:   

http://apsva.us//site/Default.aspx?
PageID=24434. 
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Classroom News continued from page 2$ 

     March is going to be a busy and exciting month 
for fifth grade! In science, we’re wrapping up our 
geology unit on rocks and the rock cycle.   
We’re starting up our unit on the ocean,  
in which we will investigate characteristics  
of earth’s ocean environment. For  
reading, we’re continuing our science  
fiction literature circles and developing our non-

fiction reading skills. We will continue to work on 
our unit on Ancient China in Social Studies, explor-
ing the Shang and Han dynasties, Chinese philoso-
phy, the Silk Road, and the first emperors. Our 
whole grade is looking forward to visiting middle 
schools in the middle of the month, quickly followed 
by Spring Break! We'll start our first week back from 
break by going on our Outdoor Lab overnight trips. 
Fifth Grade is very excited for all that we will learn 
on our adventure! 

Being a Good Schoolyard Steward  
By: Zosia M. and Claire B., Fourth Graders at     

Tuckahoe Elementary  
        

Dear Tuckahoe Students, Staff, and Parents,  
 

We are writing this piece because we want every-
one to understand what stewardship is all about. 
Many schools don’t have a nice learning schoolyard 
where students can explore nature. Tuckahoe’s 
community created the Discovery Schoolyard, and 
we think that we should help take care of it. The 
schoolyard is for enjoying and learning.  It took a lot 
of work to build the different outdoor classrooms 
and courtyard. It takes the whole Tuckahoe commu-
nity to keep the schoolyard beautiful. Help us get 
the message out to everyone. The following things 
are not allowed:  

♦ Throwing rocks  
♦ Disturbing animals 

♦ Removing/using tools or supplies without 
permission 

♦ Entering the greenhouse without permis-
sion 

♦ Stepping on or picking/cutting plants in gar-
den beds without permission 

♦ Swinging from trees  
♦ Digging up grass and making holes in the 

landscape. 
♦ Climbing on structures other than the play-

ground equipment 
♦ Building forts 

♦ Littering 

     Are you a good schoolyard steward? The defini-
tion of stewardship is “the responsible overseeing 
and protection of something considered worth car-
ing for and preserving.” We are hoping we can work 
together to help prevent damage and loss. If you 
see someone mistreating the schoolyard please tell 
them to stop. If  you have any concerns please noti-
fy the office. Please contact Mrs. Egan if you have 
any questions or want to help in some specific way 
with our outdoor classrooms. We Tuckahoe       
Sliders are all proud of the Schoolyard! 
 

Thank you for helping us and our community!  
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Spring SOL Testing Dates will be posted on our 
web site shortly.  All tests will begin after morning 
announcements.  Please try to avoid appointments 
or other absences on student testing days. 
 

Grade 3: 
Reading:   May 25 & 26 

Math:      May 31 & June 1 

 

Grade 4: 
Reading: May 24 

Math:  June 2 

Soc. Studies: June 6 

 

Grade 5: 
Reading: May 23 

Science: May 27 

Math:  June 3   

Have you ever wondered what your child will be 
when he or she grows up? 

 

Superintendent Dr. Pat Murphy invites all APS students 
and their families to explore students’ individual paths, 
plan for their future, & connect with career professionals. 

Saturday, May 14, 2016 
9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Wakefield High School 

 
Please join us for a fun day to: 

♦ Explore careers based on individual interests 

♦ Plan early for success 

♦ Establish academic goals for your future 

 

Lunch will be provided 

Register here:   http://goo.gl/forms/T1k6qsaZBQ 



Thought of 

♦ March 8:        PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ March 9:         Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ March 11:        Slider Spirit Friday 

♦ March 15:         School Information Tour, 9:15AM 

♦ March 16:         DessArt Night, 7:00PM 

♦ March 18:        School Spirit Friday: Dress as  
         Your Favorite Book Character 

♦ March 21-25:   Spring Break 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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  "Every child is        
  an artist.” 

                    ~Pablo Picasso 
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of    
people from diverse backgrounds who have made 
contributions in various areas, March recognizes 
those who have made specific contributions in the 
area of fine and performing arts as part of our Arts 
in the Schools Month celebration.  Our Cultural 
Heroes Board has been started by highlighting  
Miles Davis, Rita Moreno, David Macaulay, and 
Lucy Liu. Students are invited to identify others 
who have made contributions and add to our 
board! 
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     Greetings from the PTA! Please note the grade 
level PTA liaisons below.  These positions were   
designed to improve PTA organization and commu-
nication going forward.  These volunteers can coor-
dinate across the grade level with the teacher teams 
and room parents, as well as interface with the PTA, 
and can act as an informal ambassador from the 
PTA to each grade.  We are so grateful for their help 
and hope you will appreciate the ability to go to 
someone who is in your child’s grade with concerns 
as well as any of the PTA officers.  If you need to 
contact them, please include in your subject line 
“PTA Liaison” so they can easily filter. 
 

This year’s liaisons and contact information:  

Kgn –  Cathy Jones:    cathleen.m.jones @gmail.com 

1st Gr –Shalla Ross:     Shalla.Ross@verizon.net 
2nd Gr –Kelly Alexis:     kalexis76@gmail.com 

3rd Gr –Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com 

4th Gr –Rose Filou:       rosemry@verizon.net 
5
th
 Gr –Pam Howze        pamelahowze@gmail.com 
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