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Achievements & Excellence 

      A couple of weeks ago we received word that Tuckahoe earned the Governor’s Award for Educational 

Excellence.  Turns out we were the only APS school and one of only eight in Virginia to receive such an    

  honor, the highest offered by the State Board of Education.  I began getting congratulated by 

  many, including colleagues and others in the community.  While recognition is wonderful, and 

  our certificate will take its place on our Slider Pride wall, I had to make sure all my well-wishers 

  understood the honor is not mine.  Or at least not mine alone.  Earning such distinction is    

  entirely a community effort.  We often talk about our success as being the intersection among               

  staff, students, and parents.  When it all comes together effectively, the “sweet spot” if you will, 

  we are able to achieve greatness. The work all of us do is not easy, and it takes tremendous   

effort, care, and persistence.  But I continue to believe that if we all do our parts and work together, excel-

lence will follow.  Receiving this honor this year reinforces my belief in this, and I thank our staff, students, 

and community for all of their hard work. 

     As I prepare this final Tuckahoe Times for the year it is hard for me to believe that this school year is    

approaching its end.  It seems not that long ago that I was settling in and thinking about how to maintain the 

successes we’ve had while addressing some areas in need of improvement.  I’d like to think that the year has 

been productive, and I hope that overall you do as well.  No school year will be without its challenges,       

disagreements, and unfortunately some disappointments, but a goal I had coming in was to be open with 

communication, responsive, even if approaching an issue from a different perspective, and maintaining     

visibility and a positive influence for our students.   

     I don’t think the work is ever done.  Certainly I want to see progress and do what I can to keep momentum 

moving forward.  Yet I think there will always be room to go the next step, take things just a bit further, and 

improve upon our improvements.  This year, thanks to the PTA and Mrs. Egan, our Discovery Schoolyard 

and STEAM initiative has grown by leaps and bounds.  The garden areas look fantastic and we have         

introduced several new programs.  The ideas for next year are already being brainstormed and discussions 

about how to implement them generated.  Associating with Arlington Academy of Hope to partner with 

Uganda’s Matuwa Primary School was a major step for us, but we’re just beginning.  Looking ahead to next 

year we have numerous staff members looking to join in the planning for this partnership and parents who 

have asked about ways to sponsor students and support our new sister school.  I anticipate great things for 

both Matuwa and Tuckahoe as we move forward.   

     The next few weeks are going to be busy ones.  As our calendar indicates, we have several culminating 

activities over the next 15 days.  While I anticipate seeing many of our families at one or another of these end 

of year events, if I don’t, I want to express my thanks and appreciation for the support provided this year.   
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     Kindergarten has been a year full of  
fun and friendships. It has been an exciting  
and special time for all of us.  We have  
learned how to read and write, developed  
solid math understandings, and discovered all  
about the world around us. We enjoyed participating 
in the Kindergarten Egg Drop and are looking       
forward to performing for the parents in our         
Kindergarten Sing Along on June 10. As the year 
comes to a close, we are looking forward to our end 
of year Field Day and Picnic on June 22. We also 
can’t wait to visit a first grade classroom and see 
what next year will be like. The Kindergarten       
students and teachers would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the wonderful volunteers 
who helped to make this year so memorable.  We 
want to wish everyone a wonderful and exciting 
summer! 
 

          First Grade has recently enjoyed the 
     fruits (and vegetables) of their labor this    
     spring as we enjoyed a salad with all        
          ingredients from our garden we planted 
          this year.  We now look to the future as 
we plant crops to harvest for next year’s first      
graders.  And with over 160 days of teaching this 
year, the first grade teachers have decided to pass 
on some of their responsibilities to the students.  In 
June, students will have the opportunity to teach a 
lesson in one of their areas of expertise.  We all look 
forward to engaging and informative lessons from 
our future teachers! 
 

    Second Grade is anticipating a very  
strong finish to the 2015-2016 school year!  
We had a wonderful field trip to the NGA  
Sculpture Garden and The Museum of Natural  
History. It was the perfect way to kick off the        
Memorial Day Holiday Weekend! We have returned 
refreshed and are completing our study of Famous 
Americans. We will then shift our focus to Econom-
ics with an integrated literature unit. In math we 
have started a comprehensive review of all the skills 
that we learned throughout the year. The culminat-
ing experience of our study of habitats and life      
          cycles was the release of our  
          Painted Lady butterflies.  Hope- 

          fully, they will have a successful 
          migration trip to Mexico! We are  

also eagerly anticipating our final field trip which is 

the second grade end of year picnic at Hayes Park 

on Monday, June 20th. The rain date will be Thurs-

day, June 23rd. More  details will follow from our 

homeroom parents and permission slips will go 

home soon. We are also looking forward to learning 

about all of the reading opportunities that will be 

available this summer through Principal Pascal’s 

Summer Reading Program and the Westover Public 

Library. With summer vacation on the horizon, we 

want to remind everyone to do lots of reading,   

practice and apply math skills, and enjoy the extra 

time and long days with family and friends! Cheers 

to another wonderful school year!   

    The entire Third Grade took their first SOLs over 
the past two weeks  While many of the  
students had a couple of butterflies prior  
to the first test, they all came away saying  
they were not as hard as they thought  
they would be. As they approached the  
Math test last week, they were much more prepared 
and confident.  We were very pleased with the effort 
all the children put forth. They followed all the direc-
tions well, took their time and double checked their 
answers, and generally took these tests in stride.   
Now that the testing is behind us, our thoughts and 
focus turn towards Tuckahoe Town. This is our    
culminating Economics project for the year.  The 
children have broken into groups and will spend the 
next two weeks creating either a good or service to 
produce, keeping within a limited budget.  The 
groups have been formed and production will begin 
in the coming days.  Tuckahoe Town will be open 
for business on Wednesday, June 15th from 9:30-

10:30.  We are excited to share our businesses with 
our parents and invited guests.  As we look toward 
the end of school and summer plans, we would like 
to thank everyone for a great year. There have been 
many new friendships formed, skills learned, and 
laughs shared. The children have all grown and are 
ready for the adventures to come.  We are all so 
proud of the job everyone has done this year. We’re 
looking forward to a strong finish!      
 
           Fourth Grade students have learned 

      so much in math this year, from large      

        number addition and subtraction to    

         multiplication and division. We’ve 

worked through word problems, fractions, decimals, 

measurement, probability, and geometry. We’ve 

used our knowledge of multiplication facts and     

inverse operations to help us along the way. Don’t 

let this knowledge slip away! There are a variety of  
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       With only 3 weeks left of  
            school, we can’t believe that it  
             is almost Summer!  As  
    vacation time approaches,  
            the Physical Education staff 
would like to encourage and remind our students to 
continue participating in the Tuckahoe PE Toe     
Token Program.  Students may stop by the gymna-
sium to pickup extra cards to have over the summer 
months.   Tips for a Healthy Summer are as follows: 
 

♦ Be sure to get plenty of rest, 9-12 hours of sleep 
per night (depending upon age). 

♦ Eat a nutritious breakfast. 
♦ Fill half your plate with fruits & veggies. 
♦ Eat whole grains & lean protein. 
♦ Drink milk & eat additional sources of calcium.  
♦ Drink several glasses of water a day. Stay away 

from sugary drinks! 
♦ Enjoy at least 60 minutes of physical activity a 

day. 
♦ Play outside using plenty of sunscreen. 
 

Have a Happy, Safe & Healthy Summer  
Vacation!   

    

     It’s hard to believe this year  
has flown by so quickly, and  
we’re already publishing our final  
Tuckahoe Times. This year in  
Music we have explored songs, stories, and  
instruments from all over the world! We’re finishing 
the year by looking at the way we have assimilated 
these traditions into our own culture as well as 
wrapping up with student favorites such as Carnival 
of the Animals, Peter and the Wolf, folk dances, 
and acting out stories. We wish you a restful and 
musical summer, and look forward to seeing you in 
the 2016-17 school year!  
 

    FLES students have finished  
          learning how to describe the locations  
          of different family members in the  
          house and are working on physical 
descriptions of people. Before the year is over, we 
will wrap up with professions and places in the city. 
We hope everyone has a wonderful summer break, 
full of opportunities to practice Spanish!! 
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          ‘Tis the season to enjoy the  
harvest from so much hard work in  
our Discovery Schoolyard over the 

previous weeks! First grade classes  
all had amazing salads made with  
lettuce, radishes, and onions they grew, and they 
shared with the whole staff. Soon, their sugar snap 
peas will be ready to eat – what a treat! The Plot 
Against Hunger crops planted by 3rd graders will 
soon be ready to go to AFAC – a wonderful commu-
nity connection.  Fourth grade will be making nature 
and STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, 
math) connections this month in a series of lessons 
on animal adaptations and the human inventions 
they inspire.  Our Colonial Garden will shine on   
Colonial Day, 6/17!  Students have been landscap-
ing, planting, painting signs, and constructing a   
trellis. The cabin roof has undergone professional 
repairs, the bench circle and fence were rebuilt as a 
former Tuckahoe student’s Eagle Scout project, and 
a new wagon wheel is being installed.  It is a delight 
to see SO many classes using the outdoor class-
rooms for a wide variety of lessons – math, science, 
writing, art, social studiesH Students seem so    
relaxed, focused, and inspired by the beautiful    
setting. Thanks to our wonderful PTA for the strong 
and consistent support of the Discovery Schoolyard 
Program! The new picnic tables, repairs to the    
Discovery Schoolyard sign, animal “friends” in the 
Friendship Garden, and much, much more, have 
been made possible by PTA support. The program 
welcomes volunteers; anyone interested in helping 
out with occasional tasks like watering over the 
summer, please contact margaret.egan@apsva.us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      Looking for suggestions for summer reading? 
Here are some primary and intermediate titles that 
are on the tops of our “To Read This Summer!” lists 
from the Library: 
 

Ms. Nisco will be reading Out of the Woods: A True 
Story of an Unforgettable Event by Rebecca 
Bond. "Inspired by the author's grandfather's experi-
ences living in a lodge in the woods, it’s a story of 
how people and animals survive a forest fire in a 
small Canadian town.” Tru & Nelle by Greg Neri 
imagines the childhood friendship of Nelle Harper 
Lee and Truman Capote, resulting in a “flavorful 
bowl of southern, homestyle yarns.”   
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math practice websites available for free use online. 
Some of our favorites are Multiplication.com and 
Setgame.com. Practice the skills and strategies you 
have developed this year over the summer to      
prepare yourself for fifth grade.  Our 4th grade    
scientists have done a wonderful job hypothesizing 
and experimenting all year. We will be finishing the 
year in science with ecosystems and some fun ani-
mal adaptation STEAM lessons with Mrs. Egan!  
And just because our testing is over doesn’t mean 

we’re slowing down in social studies.  In fact, we are 

gearing up for our fantastic culminating activity,   

Colonial Day! We have researched many aspects of 

colonial times and are busily preparing for a memo-

rable event, to be held the morning of June 17th. 

We are also looking forward to our final field trip, Mt. 

Vernon, on June 23rd. Please          

remember to keep exploring our                     

great state over the summer!                  

Fourth graders were challenged                        

at the beginning of the year to          

read 40 books in various genres by the end of the 

year. Many will meet and even surpass the 40-book 

challenge soon! Keep up the reading habits that you 

nurtured this year!  Thank you for a great school 

year. We are so proud of our students and their 

many accomplishments. Wishing everyone a happy 

and safe summer break! 

    We can’t believe it’s June! Fifth Grade is excited 
for all of our end of year learning and  
activities. In social studies, we recently  
finished our unit on Ancient Greece and  
are now working on culminating skits to  
demonstrate knowledge of our favorite  
ancient civilization from the year. In science we 
have been learning about cells and classification of  
            organisms.  We have examined a  
            variety of objects and organisms       
           under the microscopes and have  
           compared and contrasted samples  
           according to their cell structure. We    
           also continue to work in our literature 
circle groups, and we’re looking forward to continu-
ing this study into the month of June.  Fifth grade is 
also excited to prepare for Farewell, our end of year 
celebration for our amazing elementary school   
graduates on June 22 at 5:30pm!    

Ms. Dunlap will be reading Echo by Pam Munoz 
Ryan. In this 2016 Newbery Honor winner, "Otto, 
lost and alone in a forbidden forest, meets three 
mysterious sisters and suddenly finds himself      
entwined in a puzzling quest involving a prophecy, a 
promise, and a harmonica.” In Weekends  
with Max and His Dad by Linda Urban,  
“third-grader Max pursues neighborhood  
adventures with his dad as they both  
adjust to recent changes in their family."  
 

Ms. Sible will be reading Pax by Sara Pennypacker. 
"After being forced to give up his pet fox Pax, a  
       young boy named Peter decides to leave 
        home and get his best friend back.” In     
           Dear Hank Williams by Kimberly  
           Willis Holt, "eleven-year-old Tate  
          writes letters to her favorite country 
singer, sharing her dreams of becoming a singer 
and revealing some problems she is having at 
home.” 
 

Enjoy the summer and keep reading! 

Traveling this Summer?   
Take this guy with you! 

 

Several years ago our Tuckahoe Rocks bumper 
sticker made its way around the US and to other 
countries, proven by pictures snapped with people 
holding it in various locales.  Now that we have a 
new look for our bumper sticker we’re encouraging 
our Slider families to repeat the challenge!  Where 
will he end up?  Mount Rushmore?  Grand Canyon?  
Eiffel Tower? We’re looking for pictures of our Slid-
ers holding our Tuckahoe Rocks bumper sticker 
wherever your travels take you this summer.  We’ll 
plot our submissions on a map in the front office, 
and see how many places we can get Tuckahoe to 
Rock by the time we return in September! 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ June 7:     PTA Meeting/Book Swap/Ice Cream 
     Social, 7:00PM 

♦ June 10:       Kgn. Sing-Along, 2:45pm 

♦ June 15:       3rd Gr Tuckahoe Town, 9:30am 

♦ June 15:     Early Release, 1:26pm 

♦ June 16:     PreK Graduation, 9:30am 

♦ June 17:    4th Gr Colonial Day 

♦ June 22:     Early Release, 1:26pm 

♦ June 22:     5th Gr Farewell, 5:30pm 

♦ June 24:    Report Cards Issued 

♦ June 24:     Last Day of School, Early Release, 
     1:26pm 

  Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 
Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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 “Summer afternoon—

summer afternoon; to me those 

have always been the two 
most beautiful words in the 

English language.” 
      

                ~Henry James         
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   As we wrap up this year’s monthly celebration 
of people from diverse backgrounds who have 
made contributions in various areas, June rec-
ognizes those who have made specific contribu-
tions in the field of health & fitness (doctors, 
nurses, athletes, nutritionists, fitness and health 
care professionals).  Our Cultural Heroes Board 
has been started by highlighting Dr. Antonia  
Novello, Dr. Charles Drew, Michael Chang, Lisa 
Leslie, and Jack Lalanne. Students are invited to 
identify others who have made contributions and 
add to our board! 
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As I indicated earlier in the year, change, even 
when not major, is challenging for all involved.   
Having the community’s encouragement and offers 
of assistance have been wonderful, and I hope to 
maintain such positive relationships moving forward.   
 

     Next year will bring some changes as well, 
whether it be grade level configurations, staffing  
arrangements, or physical spaces.  I know that all 
will be fine, though, as we work together and keep 
our focus on what is most important, doing all we 
can to make the best decisions for our students. 
 

     I hope our families have a wonderful summer, 
whether traveling, staying around town, attending 
summer school, or camps. Our kids should practice 
their academic skills, but also take some time to  
relax and enjoy being kids.  See you in September! 

Perspective continued from page 1� 


