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     Well Mother Nature didn’t want there  
to be any question about what season  
it is.  Hopefully by now everyone is in  
a relatively good place getting in and  
out of neighborhoods and where they need to 
be.  We essentially had an unexpected addition-
al winter break, and I know as parents we have 
all been more than ready to have our kids back 
at school.  As teachers we are also ready, look-
ing forward to catching up with our students and 
getting the third quarter off to a strong start.  It 
may take a day or so to get kids back into the 
swing of things, so we’ll all need to refocus on 
school day expectations and behaviors, from 
which we’ve all had a break.   
     As referenced in a separate School Talk  
message, our parking lot and sidewalks are in 
relatively good shape, as is 26th Street.  We are 
due to have warmer weather this week, thankful-
ly, so  there should be a good deal of melting, 
but we are also preparing for possible refreezes 
overnight.  That said, I’m asking families to pack 
a little extra patience during arrival and dismis-
sal time for the next several days.  Kiss and 
Ride lines may move a little more slowly.  Until 
our fenced area out front is fully cleared we may 
have to radio for our kids to come out for PM 
dismissal.  Our buses may need some extra 
room and latitude to navigate around the snow 
piles that have been created by the plows.  
We’ve all had enough of the snow, we all need 
to be back at work, and none of us likes to sit 
and wait.  We will do the best we can to keep 
things moving as smoothly and efficiently as 
possible, but ask for some extra assistance  

  watching out for pedestrians and other 
  drivers while we wait for the remaining 
  snow to clear out. 
             The closure last week has resulted 
in a few changes to our calendar.  The 5th 
Grade Too Smart to Start Family Event has 
been postponed for a date to be announced 
shortly.  Fortunately our Disco Dance committee 
was able to work with the DJ to reschedule the 
dance for the evening Friday, February 19.  That 
way all the bell bottoms, platform shoes, and 
other sequined clothing don’t have to go to 
waste!  And while we continue to hold Slider 
Spirit Fridays each week, this Friday, February 
5, will be Team Jersey Day, for which students 
and staff can wear jerseys from professional, 
college, or local teams, or Tuckahoe gear if 
they’d prefer. 
     This month is also our annual Curriculum 
Day, on February 17, and more information will 
come home in the next week or so. Each grade 
level will be planning activities to feature learn-
ing in each of the four core curriculum areas.  
We realize that parents have taken many days 
from work already, so we simply invite those 
able to join us to do so.  Highlights will be 
shared through our social media sites for those 
unable to join us in person. 
     Thanks for your patience over the last week, 
and we hope for a relatively calm rest of the  
winter! 
 

Mitch Pascal                   

Welcome Back! 



     February may be shorter than the rest  
of the months but in Kindergarten there is  
a lot going on!  This month is usually when  
we celebrate the 100th day of school,  
Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day, and  
Presidents’ Day. We are starting to learn about the 
different coins and their values, continuing with  
addition and beginning subtraction.  We will be 
learning about George Washington and Abraham 
Lincoln as well as what the president’s role is in our 
country.  This is the first quarter that Kindergarten 
report cards are coming home and we are excited 
to share our students’ progress! As a reminder, 
please make sure your child’s extra clothes at 
school are for colder weather and that they are his 
or her current size. 
 

     February will be a busy month in First 
Grade as the students continue to work hard   
   and build their independence. The 1st  

  graders will learn about our author of the     
   month, Dr. Seuss. February is National   
        Children’s Dental Health month. The  
        students will learn about the importance 
     of good dental health practices. In Social 
Studies, we will continue to focus on geography. 
The first graders will also celebrate the Chinese 
New Year on February 8th with a Chinese lunch. In 
math, the students are exploring the 100 grid and 
working with teen numbers. We will also celebrate 
our 100 days of school with a lot of fun events 
across the curriculum. We are looking forward to a 
great month! 
 

     Second Grade is eagerly anticipating our  
upcoming field trips to Chinatown to celebrate  
Chinese New Year! Mrs. Howard’s and Mrs.  
Lochner’s classes will go on Thursday,  
February 4th and Ms. Dolinsky’s, Mr. 
Koppelman’s, and Mrs. Sill’s classes will  
go on Friday, February 5th. Other highlights  
of our trip include taking the metro, a scavenger 
hunt, a delicious lunch at Tony Cheng’s, and a  
souvenir shop on 7th street! We want to thank those 
chaperones that are able to attend this trip. Our 
Chinatown field trip correlates with our unit on  
ancient China. One particular focus of this unit is  

inventions of ancient China and how these inventions 
continue to influence our lives today.  In math we 
have practiced for and taken our first CML. The CML 
(Continental Math League) is a contest that facilitates 
the opportunity for students to apply their math 
knowledge in multiple disciplines through national  
level participation. Additionally, we are focusing on 
time, money, and the continued practice of multidigit 
addition with regrouping. The blizzard of 2016 coin-
cides perfectly with our current study of weather with 
Mrs. Egan. Students are learning about a variety of 
weather terms, tools, and the science behind how 
meteorologists predict the weather. Will the ground-
hog see his shadow on February 2nd??  February  
also brings the 100th Day of School, Presidents’ Day, 
and of course Valentine’s Day! We are very excited to 
continue having fun with our experiential learning and 
being our best selves as we embark on the 3rd  
quarter of our school year! 
 

    As we come back to school from Snowstorm      
Jonas, the Third Grade has several great units of 
study ahead of us.  In Science we will be  
wrapping up our study of animals and turn  
toward earning about changes in our earth.   
We will learn a bit about weather, the  
water cycle, the cycles of the moon, as  
well as erosion and weathering. We will  
continue learning about ancient civilizations and the 
early explorers.  In Math our main focus will be on 
multiplication and division, with continued review of 
addition and subtraction.  Please remember to work 
with your children 5-10 minutes each night on multi-
plication facts.  This additional work at home is most 
helpful in mastering these learning fundamentals.  In 
Language Arts we will begin our work on the Wax 
Museum.  This is a biography book report project that 
will culminate in March, with a presentation for all our 
parents.  The children will learn about biographies, 
select a historical figure to research, take notes, write 
a report about their historical figure, and create a 
presentation about their person.  There will be more 
information coming home about this project in the 
next week.  Over the years, this project has been one 
of the highlights for the students.  With the beginning 
of the 3rd quarter we would like to once again stress 
the importance of your child taking responsibility for 
his or her work each day.  This includes reading all 
directions both in class and at home carefully,     
completing assignments thoroughly and neatly, and 
remembering to turn in their work on time.  Remem-
bering to check assignment notebooks at the end of 
the day, and being sure all necessary textbooks are 
in backpacks is your child’s responsibility each day.  
           

         continued page 4�. 
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        Tuckahoe’s Physical  
             Education Staff hopes that  
              everyone was safe during  
   Snowzilla 2016!  From  
   shoveling and digging out 
walkways and cars, to sledding down hills and 
walking around our great community, such natural 
weather events provide great opportunities for us to 
exercise and remain healthy. We would like to  
remind our students that performing these out-of-
school, wintry-activities does count towards one's 
Exercise/Nutrition Toe Token Program Card.   
Please make sure you are writing down and track-
ing your exercises and healthy eating choices.  As 
we roll into February, the Physical Education staff 
will be continuing with our Basketball dribbling and 
shooting unit for all grade levels.  Also, during the 
next two weeks we will be distributing information to 
our 3rd, 4th & 5th grade students about our partner-
ship with the American Heart Association (AHA) 
and Tuckahoe's participation in the Jump Rope for 
Heart (JRFH) program.  JRFH is a very important 
fundraising event where proceeds go on to assist 
children in need with cardiovascular disease and 
other related medical issues. These much needed 
funds helps the AHA continue its life-saving work . 
Thank you for considering to allow your child to  
participate in this most important program! 

 

               The Art department is proud  
        to announce our student art  
        show currently on display at the  
        APS Education Center.  If you're 

        in the area, please feel free to 
check it out. It is located on the first floor. We are 
also excited to announce our upcoming DessART 
night on Wednesday, March 16th. This is an even-
ing where all Tuckahoe families are invited to come 
to the school and enjoy treats and  
artwork. There will be a piece of art  
displayed from each student.  We  
are currently seeking volunteers to  
help us hang the artwork. Please  
contact your art teacher via email if  
you are interested in volunteering.  

     

      

     In the month of January, some 

Music classes explored the  
culture and music of North and  
sub-Saharan Africa, while others  

enjoyed learning about the music of India and Indo-
nesia. Music students learned how African drums 
hold a special place in the history of Africa and  
enjoyed experimenting with three basic sounds of 
Djembe: the bass, the tone, and the slap. Younger 
students enjoyed playing rhythm instruments and  
       performing a popular Moroccan  
       tune, "A Ram Sam Sam". They  
       loved listening to the mysterious  
       sounds of the Tar, the hand 
drum commonly played in North Africa and the  
Middle East. The students were eager to experiment 
with its sounds, with the finger snap being their  
favorite. We are grateful to students who brought  
African artifacts and shared their exciting stories 
about Africa with the class.  Students were intro-
duced to Gamelan music of Indonesia, learned about 
Indian ragas and explored the traditional Indian  
musical instruments such as Tabla, Sitar, and  
Tambura. We were very lucky to borrow a set of 
Tabla drums from the Behr family so students could 
see them in person!  On Thursday, February 4th, our 
5th grade students will be taking a field trip to the 
Kennedy Center. The students will be watching a 
song-filled, Rio-inspired take on the classic Dickens 
novel OLIVERio: A Brazilian Twist, a world premiere 
commissioned by the Kennedy Center. We want to 
thank the parents who volunteered to chaperone this 
trip. 

 

 

 

 

    ...And the winner of the 2016 Caldecott award is... 
         Finding Winnie by Lindsay  
         Mattick, illustrated by Sophie  
             Blackall. Tuckahoe was one of 
             only three schools (along with 
           Barrett and Barcroft) that chose 
  the winner! Great job to the students 
who participated in our mock Caldecott vote! Kudos 
as well to our kindergarten students who are now 
able to choose two books when they visit the library 
each week. Checking out two books allows kinder-
garteners to choose at least one "practice reading” 
book or picture book along with a more challenging 
book from the non-fiction or general fiction sections. 
This is a great way for students to learn more about 
the Library collection and to expand their reading  
interests. Happy Reading!  
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Classroom News continued from page 2� 

 
For the most part the children are doing a good job 
with this, however a mid-year reminder is always 
helpful.  We would also like to thank all the parents 
who helped the children during our swimming unit.  
Having extra hands and eyes at the pool was most 
helpful.  Thank you all so much! 
 

     February has arrived and we are congratulating 
our Fourth Graders on successfully reaching the  
  halfway mark! In math, we are  
           wrapping up the multiplication unit.  
          Before moving to division, we are  
          going to explore patterns, functions,  
  and algebra. We are cultivating life-
long math skills and applying those skills to new 
situations each day.  In science, we are continuing 
our studies of force and motion. We will conduct 
experiments to determine the amount of force it 
takes to move objects of various masses, as well 
as study velocity and friction.  We are looking  
forward to a special social studies related visit this 
month from our friends at the Jamestown-Yorktown 
Foundation.  Docents will reenact events from colo-
nial times! We continue to learn more about our 
Founding Fathers and the Revolutionary War  
period.  Writing pieces are always so special in the 
4th grade. We are showing off our creativity 
through poetry!  Our 30+ minutes of reading each 
night, combined with our 40 Book Challenge, is 
helping to expand our reading horizons. Exploring 
different genres and engaging in literature groups is 
providing us with exposure to books we may not 
have picked up at the beginning of the year!  
 

     And just like that, January is over! The  
Fifth Grade is looking forward to a  
month without Jonas and continuing to  
put in hard work and valiant effort. In  
Science, we are moving toward our unit  
on geology once we wrap up our light unit.  
We’re excited to continue our discovery of ancient 
India in Social Studies by creating topographical 
maps!  Feel free to ask us about some of the most 
important geographical features of ancient India if 
you see us around...Our mathematicians are finish-
ing work on multiplying and dividing decimals and 
look forward to working with fractions and graphs. 
We continue our 40 Book Challenge and are excit-
ed to dive further into our literature circles. We also 
want to thank our music department for organizing 
an exciting trip to the Kennedy Center for us the 
first week of February! 

         In Spanish, we have finished up  
     months, days, seasons and weather 
     and are working on clothing. While 
     lower grades are just beginning  
     their study of clothing, upper      
                grades will be learning how to  
describe the color of clothing and will review the 
numbers in the context of asking and answering 
about the different prices of clothing.   
 

     What a joy it has been working  
with students on science and  
engineering-based lessons in  
January! It is impressive how  
students naturally and enthusiastically  
ask great scientific questions and find numerous 
ways to approach problems in our hands-on activi-
ties. First graders discussed and investigated the 
composition and states of matter, and the nature and 
effects of heat energy. Second graders learned  
meteorology basics and practiced graphing data. A 
couple of kid-friendly weather websites to explore at 
home include: http://climatekids.nasa.gov menu/
weather-and-climate/ and www.weatherwizkids.com. 
The interactive Weather Underground map is an 
amazing and fun web site to explore with your child. 
Zoom out and look for patterns and talk about how 
these patterns help in weather prediction. (Note that 
this site contains ads.) www.wunderground.com/
wundermap/,  I am very much looking forward to 
more S.T.E.A.M. explorations in February! 
 

   Corinne Reilly, Tuckahoe's Resource 
          Teacher for the Gifted, will be hosting  
           an information session for parents who 
            would like to learn more about the  
          gifted identification process.  This 
presentation will be held on Wednesday, February 
17 at 7:00 pm in the Tuckahoe Library. Parents who 
are unable to attend are welcome to visit the APS 
Gifted Services website at http://www.apsva.us/
Page/1846 to learn more about the eligibility  
process. 



Thought of the Month:  

♦ February 2:   PTA Meeting, 7:00PM 

♦ February 5:   School Spirit Team Jersey Day 

♦ February 10: Early Release, 1:26PM 

♦ February 15: Presidents’ Day Holiday 

♦ February 17: Curriculum Day 

♦ February 17: GT Information Night, 7:00PM 

♦ February 19: Report Cards Go Home 

♦ February 19: Disco Dance, 6:30PM 

  
Tuckahoe Times is a monthly publication of Tuckahoe Elementary School 

Arlington Public Schools 

6550 26th Street North, Arlington, VA 22213 

703.228.5288 

Mitch Pascal, Principal (@TuckPrinc) 
Francis Legagneur, Assistant Principal (@TuckahoeAP) 

www.facebook.com/APSTuckahoe 
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    "There is no greater 
thing two friends can do for 
each other than simply to be 
each other's friends." 

                    ~Sir David Baird,       

 British military leader  
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   As we continue our monthly celebration of people 
from diverse backgrounds who have made contribu-
tions in various areas, February recognizes those 
who have made specific contributions in the area of 
societal and civic leadership, including  those in the 
military, police, firefighters, government workers, 
and civil rights leaders and activists.  Our Cultural 
Heroes Board already highlights Rosa Parks, Gloria 
Steinem, Gen. Lloyd Austin, Cesar Chavez, and 
Grace Lee Boggs. Students are invited to identify 
others who have made contributions and add to our 
board! 
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     Greetings from the PTA! Please note the grade 
level PTA liaisons below.  These positions were   
designed to improve PTA organization and commu-
nication going forward.  These volunteers can coor-
dinate across the grade level with the teacher teams 
and room parents, as well as interface with the PTA, 
and can act as an informal ambassador from the 
PTA to each grade.  We are so grateful for their help 
and hope you will appreciate the ability to go to 
someone who is in your child’s grade with concerns 
as well as any of the PTA officers.  If you need to 
contact them, please include in your subject line 
“PTA Liaison” so they can easily filter. 
 

This year’s liaisons and contact information:  

Kgn –  Cathy Jones:    cathleen.m.jones @gmail.com 

1st Gr –Shalla Ross:     Shalla.Ross@verizon.net 
2nd Gr –Kelly Alexis:     kalexis76@gmail.com 

3rd Gr –Ashley Callen:  ashcallen@gmail.com 

4th Gr –Rose Filou:       rosemry@verizon.net 
5

th
 Gr –Pam Howze        pamelahowze@gmail.com 
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